
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



{. -. . 



,■*•'■ •-: 



1 '- 



I." .:. 



>. .,1 






i 



-7 



H 



I' 
AN 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF 

ENGLISH MONEY, 

FROM THE CONQIJEST to the PRESENT TIME; 

INCLUDING 

Those of SCOTLAND, from the Accession 
OF JAMES I. TO THE Union of the two 
Kingdoms. 

lUuftrated with Cepper Plates and Tables of 
Gold and Silver Money. 

By STEPHEN MARTIN LEAKE, Esq. 
Clarenceux King of Arms. 

THE THIRD EDITION, 

WITH ADDITIONS. 

Firmamentum Bdli^ et Ornamcntum Pads. 



LONDON: 

Printed for r. faulder, t. and j. egerton, 

I. ANDERSON, K. JEFFERY, I. WALKER, 

J. CUTHELL, J. DEIGHTON, R. BANISTER, 

D. WALKER, AND DARTON AND 

HARVEY. 1793* 




/ 



to His GRACE 

EDWARD, 

DUKE OF NORFOLK^ 
EARL MARSHAL OF ENGLAND, Ste* 



My LORD, 

When I found it neccffary to 
publifli a Second Edition of this 
Book, I thought myfelf obliged to 
addrefs it to Your Grace: AndYouf 
Grace having {hdWii ah inclination 
towards Engli/h Coins, makes me 
hope the Work itfelf will not be 
A3 unacr*' 



DEDICATION. 

tinacceptable. I am very confcious of 
its defefts ; but, imperfe£t as it is, 
I flatter myfelf Your Grace will 
accept it as a teftimony of refped 
and gratitude, from, 



May it plcafe Your Grace, 

Your Grace's moft obliged. 
And f;^thful humble Servant, 



STEPHEN MARTIN-LEAKE. 
Clarenceux. 



P R E F A C E 



TO THE 



SECOND EDITION. 



Jf^HEN ibis Book was firfi fublijhed in the 
year 17^26, our EngliQi Coins bad been.very tnueb 
mgleSted\ there were but few CoUeifions, and the 
j^tbpr (then a y^ung Member ^ the Society of 
4n4iquaries) cmld offer very little from bis oxvn 
nbfervuticn. His principal view was, to excite 
ethers t-o ajear<b into this branch of our Rn^iQ[i 
^dntiquities % and confidering bow eagerly Mr 
Engli^ Coins have been fought after, bow muck 
the value of them has i em enhnnced, and bi^w 
many curious ColleS&ons have been madeftnce thai 
tim, it/eems to have bad the defired effe.^. 

As 



Vi PREFACfi. 

As hy tbefe means many new difcoveries ba^ii 
heen madcy which illuftrate and a/certain the 
different Pieces y a Htftory of our Money has been 
more than ever defired. But nothing of that 
kind having appeared^ the Jirfi impreffion of this 
Book long fince dijpojed ofy and a demand for it 
Jlill fubjifting^ the Author was prevailed upon 
to offer this Second Edition i and be undertook it 
the more willingly^ confidering the imperfections of 
the Firft^ and that it was known to be his. If it 
had not been for this, the Public would either not 
bavefeen this edition, or without bis name to if, 
not being in the leaft defirous to be known as an 
Author. 

As to this Second Edition, though upon the fame 

plan as the former, it is Jo much improved and 

ft 

enlarged, that it is in a manner wholly new^ 
Every reign conftfts of an bifiorical and a defcrip^ 
tivepart\ the firji deduced from our Laws, Hiflo^ 
Ties, and Records-^ the other containing a particular 
defcription of the particular Coins, fuller, and 
more complete than in the former edition, befides 
thofe ftruck by our Kings in foreign parts. He is, 
however, fenfible of many defers in every article. 

JVboevff 
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fVhoever undertakes a full and complete Biftory of 
fiur Englitti Money yjhould view all the Cabinets 
of the Curious y which is attended with Jo much 
trouble i andjuch infinite obligations ^ that is fuffi* 
dent to dijcourage the moft eager Antiquary (much 
more the Author) from undertaking it t and 
though he had feen each Colleffiony he would yet 
want that leijurey and opportunity y to compare the 
Coin^y ^hich is abfolutely necejfary. It is a work, 
thereforcy only to be undertaken by a Society of 
Antiquaries, which would obviate all the/e incon* 
veniences ; and, by this meansy a completCy beauti^ 
fuly and correal Jeries might be exhibited to the 
Public (as Jome of the mofefcarce and valuable 
Pieces have already been) which we can hardly 
fxpeSltoJee well executed by any other means;, 
A$ the Author has had little or no information 
from the Colleliions of others y bis defelfs are the 
more pardonabky thougby he hopesy there will be 
found no material errors ; and perfection in 4 
V)ork of this nature is impoffibUy even though he 
Jfadjfrutipized every Colleaiony and confulted all 
pur Connoijfeurs 5 for, after ally many things muft 
h t^ff fo fonje^lurf'y an4 '^herf be has given hit 

ppinion^ 
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€pinhHi it will always give place to a better. He 
€Ould indeed have been more full in the Hiftorical 
Part than be has been, but be cbofe to contrail it, 
having no deftgn to anticipate a more complete 
Miftory of our Englilh Money ^ wbicbbe hopes our 
jlntiquaries will one day give us. And be will 
te fully Jatisfied to fee bis defeHs/upplied^ and ano^ 
iberfarifb what be bas imperfeStly begun. 
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E FORE we enter upon our Account 
of Englijb Money from the Norman Gon* 
queft, it will be proper to fay foniething 
briefly of the Money in Ufe antecedent to 
that Time, with fome other Matters nccef* 
fary to be previotiAy difcufTed. 

Barter, or Exchange of one Commodity 

for another^ is generally agreed to have 

been the moft ancient Way of Traffic, till 

NecefEty^ the Mother of Invention, found 

B out 



INTRODUCTION. 

out theUfe of ]V1[Qncy,.a§ a common Mea- 
fure for all TWngt. . 

When, and by whom Money was firft 
invented, is very uncertain ; but probably 
it began foon after Mankind multiplied upon 
the Earth, and- had Commerce with each 
other. The Jews, and fome others, attri- 
bute the Invention to "Tubal Cain, becaufe 
he is faid * to have been an Inftrudtor of 
every Artificer \x\, ^«afe apd Iron i Rut thip 
V(fill require a ftrong Imagination to con- 
ceive i nor does it appear there was any 
Money in Ufe befbte the Flood) but aftt:r- 
wards it is exprefsly mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. Abimekch^ %2.\^ to Sarah a thoufand 
Piece* of Silver, and ^ftr<»Atf/»' weighed 
four hundred Shekels of Silver, curreat 
Money with the Merchant, which he paid 
to£/h6n)«the lUttitt for a Place of: Burial; 
Jofepb:^vm% fold to the MidiantPe Mer- 
chanta foe twenty Pieces^ of Silver j. and 
Jacol/s Brethren * carried Money into Egypt 
to buy Corn,.which. iiifiiciently prove* the 
current Ufe of Money at that Time, in 
thofe refpe<aive Place*. Some think that 
this Money, was flsarapedwith the Figuifcof 

•Gehefisiv. 21. ^ Genefis xx. 16. « Hj. xxiii. 16. 
'Ib.xxxvii. 28. 'Ib.xlu. 

a 
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S Lambi becaufe in anorffef Place*, Jacdh 
is faid to have bought a Parcel of a Field 
of the Children of Hamor, for Centum Ag^ 
nis, as the vulgar Latin ha« it, and the old 
Englijh Tranflation, an hundred Lamb's^ 
or Money k^ marked ; and that they werd 
Pieces of Money, is pretended to be proved 
from a Paffage * in the New I'eJiofHenf i ioi 
which Reafoni and becaufe Money is men- 
tioned in other places of the Book oiG^neJis^ 
our latter Commentators have made it Gen^ 
turn Nummis^ or a hundred Pieces of Money* 
And a French Writer * is fo particular^ 
that he tells us they were real Moneys 
like the French Mutons^ and that Tbare^ 
Abraham* $ Father, graved the Stamps. But 
befides, that this Money is fometimes (as 
above) called Pieces of Silver^ and Abra^ 
hani paid his Shekels * by Weight ; the 
Nameitfelf, fromShaial, to weigh, implies 
as much ; for Money, at the firft, feems 
to have been a Merchandize, exchanged or 
given for other Commodities, According 
to the Decalogue^ the ye^ws were not to 
have, nor never had, the Reprefentation of 

• Gcnciis xxxii. 19. ^ A6l$,vli. 16. « Monf. Boizard 
Traitc 4es Motieys, 8vo, Paris 1714, p* 4« ^ See likcwift 
Jacob's Sons, G«», xliii, 21 • 
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4ny living Creature upon their Money, tm 
take away all Occafion of Idolatry* It is 
alfo certain^ that Payments were long after 
this made in Cattle ^ for thus Homer values 
the Golden Armour of Glaucus at one 
hundred Beeves, and the Copper Armour of 
Dkmedes at nine j and the Greeks ' were 
derived from Javan^ the fourth Son of 
yapetb, w^hence it is that Javan is fome- 
times put for Greece ^ and Ogyges is fuppofed 
to have been cotemporary with the Patri-^ 
arch Jacob. But Thefeus % who reigned 
in Atticdj about the Time of the Judges ia 
Ifraely coined Silver Money, with the Stamp 
of an Ox upon it. Afterwards the Grecian 
Kings and Cities, a great while before the 
foundation of Rome^ coined Money, both 
of Silver and Gold, with curious Heads and 
Reverfes, fo exquifite^y performed, that 
the Romans hardly ever equalled it in their 
moft flourifliing ftate. This Money the 
Greeks called Nomifma^ of Nomos, becaufe 
it was ordained by Law. 

Ih Italy ^ Janus % the firft King of La^ 
tium, who reigned feven hundred Years 

* Potter's Antiq. of Greece, vol. i. p. J* 5. 
• Sigttior Barnardo Daverizati's iJifcourfe upbnCoin$> 410, 
Lond« 169^. p. II. « Knowledge of Medals, 8vo, Lomt* 
1697, p. 49, 15, 48. Sir Walter Rawlcigh's pill, of the 
Woxld, Lib. i.p. 140. 

before 
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before the Foundation ofR0me, (about the 
time of Rut 6 J or Saturn his fucceflbr, ftampt 
the lirft Money there of Copper, having the 
Head of yanus, or of "Janus and Saturn 
joined together by the hinder Parts ; and 
on the Reverfe the Prow of a Ship: 
Which Money continued in Ufe till five 
hundred Years after the Building of Rome, 
when the Romans having made themfelves 
Matters of all Italy ^ coined Silver Money, 
And fotne Time afterwards Gold, having at 
firft only Leather Money, in King Numa^s 
Time, and plain Copper, without any Mark 
at all, till King Servius TuHus Firft ftampcd 
them with the Figure of an Ox, a Sheep; 
or a Hog ; at which Time it began to be 
called Pecunia, a Pecude. It was alfo 
called Moneta % a Monendo^ becaufe it does 
admonifh us of its Name and Value ; and 
from this hattn Word Moneta^ the Saxon 
Word Munet, or Money, the German Muntz, 
the French Monnoies, the Italian Moneta, 
the Spanijh Moneda, are derived. 
, Whether the Britons had any coined 
Money in thefe early Times, has been much 

* Davenzati'8 Difccmrfe, p. xi. Camdcn'iRfinauis> 8vo» 
liOad. 1674. ch. Money. 
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controverted amongft our Antiquaries. 
Cafarhys^, they ufed for Monejr, Brafs, or 
Jron Rings, £zed at a certain Weight, of 
which kind Speed^ tells us he had feen found, 
iuid dug up in little Cruies, or Pitchers of 
Earth ; but he is the only Writer, I think, 
that pretends to have feen any of it : How^ 
ever (hat be, certain it is, there have beeo 
found in this Ii)and« and are now extant^ 
Coins of Gold, Silver, and Brafs, of various 
ihapes apd weights, which Camden ^ fays 
|)e never' could hear were dug up in 
other Countries, till of late (1607), fomc 
few were found of the fame kind in France i 
which^ howeveri is nothing extraordinary, 
confidering the Intercourfe between the two 
]^ations, and that the Coins oSiht Britons 
are faid ^ not to have been unlike thofe of 
fhe ancient Gauls^ Speed"" defcribes thefe 
Coins to be emboffed outward, and ihield-i 
like, wh^reoq the Infcription or Face is 
fccn^ the Reverfe hollow, as they moftly 
jire, and thereon their Devife^^ which x% 

' ConHnentauies* (fis words ate^ Utuntur aat sere, aat an- 
iHilis ferrets ad cerium p^iidus exasuii9t»« pro atuaw) \ 
Pat fome have itj aut Taleis ; others, aut Lamiius. 
^ Speed's Hift* of England, Fol. Load. 1632. p. 25, 
* Britannia, by Gibfon, Lond. 1722* p. i«9, ^ Bmaaaia^ 
|i. ( \^s « (iifi, of England, |». 05. 

com-* 
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cdmmbnl J a Ht>rfe, or ibmc other fieaft, i 
Ship^ a Birdy or fome barbarous unintelli* 
gible Figure. 

The Qgeftidn is^ by whom thcfc Ivcre 
coined, and for \lrhat Purpofe ? Bi(hop 
Nicholfm * gives his Opinion flatly^ that 
titty tt any of the Britifh Kings coined Money ^ 
that moil of thofcBrrf^ Pieces, whi:chare 
fi0€ Counterfeits, he takes to be Amulets^ 
which were in uib »nong the Romans ft 
good while after tih^y ean^e into Britain > 
and ^Sc^Amnta^ froin whence they had 
their Name^ was a little drinlting^-cup^moft 
probably of the Faihion of theife Coins : 
But he docs not relblve us why the Britons 
HJntated the Rffmdns hi their Anrakts, and 
»ot in their CoinSy ieeirig, from the Time 
ef Julius Cafar^ to that of Claudius^ they 
Hred under their ow^n Laws, and werd 
governed by their own Rings. 

Camdifi^ thinks^ thoit ^ter the arrival of 
the Romans in this Ifld, fiie Stitoni iYMi^ 
tated them : That this fort of Mofiey did 
jloi pafs cuVrttit in the way of Trade, but 
was at firfl coined for fome fpecial purpofe: 

• EiigKfh Ifift(DricarLibrary,.fol. Lond^ 1.7 14, p. 36. 
^ Camden's Remains^ Svo> Lond'. 1674. ch. of Moiiey^ 
SritaQnia, Conjeflures upon Britiih CoinSi P* n3, 

B 4 That 



9 INTRODUCTION. 

That after C^Jar had impofed a Tributo 
upon the Britons^ and they were afterwards 
oppreiTed with Cuftoms, and other Taxes^ 
for Corn-Grounds, Plantations^^ GroveSj, 
P^fturage of greater and lefler Cattle, fuch 
Coins were firft ftamped for thefe ufcs ; for 
greater Cattle with a Horfe, for Icflcr with 
a Hog, for Woods with a Tree, and for 
Corn-Ground with an Ear of Cprn: Thofe, 
with a Man's Head for Poll-money. I have 
thought (fays he) that in old Time therei 
was a certain fort of Money coined on pur-r 
pofe for this ufe ; feeing in Scripture it i& 
(galled "Tribute-Money :• And I am the more 
confirmed in this Opinion, hecaufe in fome 
of the Britijb Pieces, there is the Mint-- 
Mafter ilamping the Money, with ^afcia^ 
which among the Brita»s Signifies a Tri- 
bute-Penny : But he admits they after-% 
wards came into common ufe, and gueffea 
Ihem to have been ftamped by the Britijh 
Kings, as they havp ftjuppcd pn them their 
Pffigics and Titles. 

Speed tell^ us % QunokeJme^ to make his 
Eftate more refpefted, caufed his own 
lipage tp be ftamped upon his Coins, after 
$he Manner qf the Rof^ans^ who had new^ 

? Ififtory pf England, p, 5 3 , 
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!y taken up that Pafhion^ Julius Cafar 
being the firft who had his own Stamp on 
the Roman Coins. This Cunobelirie flou« 
riihed under Augujius and Tiberius, lived 
fome Time at Rome, and probably might 
bring from thence fome of the Roman Cus- 
toms; and, reigning a long Time, had both 
Occafion, and Opportunity, to coin more 
Money than any other, which is the Rea- 
fon that we find fo many of his Coins, and 
fo few others. Some of thefe are coined at 
Maldon, his chief Place of Refidence> having 
his Head on one Side, and upon the Re->- 
verfe the Figure of a Man ftamping Money, 
which looks like fome Improvement. Hence 
the Word Ccyne^h^LS been fuppofed to be 
an Abflrad: of Coynoieline, and not of Ctf- 
neus, which had no Relation to a Mint, or 
coining Money, tho' afterwards ufed to ex- 
prefs the Stamps, or Coins. 

But if the Britons had learned the Art of 
Coining from the Romans, they would, tho' 
never fo inartificially, have endeavoured to 
imitate their Manner of Coining ^ (where- 
as, by their . Form they are known to be 
Britijb, no other Nation, fays Speed^, 
damping the like, except fome few among 

? ]^ng, Hift. lib. p. 36. ^ Spced'sHift. of Eng.p. 25. 
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the Grecians:) And * inftead of uninteU 
ligible Charad:er$9 as (oxot have, we (hould 
have had Roman LetterSj, Aach as by foittc 
Coins of Cd^beian and Cunobeltne^ we find 
they made ufe of after their Conqueft. 
The Metal of which they are made, is 
likewife another Proof of their Antiquity % 
the Gold \ for the moft Part, being mixt 
Metal, or rather Native Eledtrum, fome of 
Silver, others of Brafs, Copper, or Iron 
blanched over. From all which CircUm- 
ftances, it is more than probable, this Sort 
x>f Money was in Ufe before the Roman 
,Conf(ueft. And why might they not, in 
this, be fuppofcd to have imitated the Pba-- 
nicians, who we|:e the firft that traded hi«- 
ther, as well ajs they did, afterwards, their 
Conquerors, tht Romans? For that this 
Ifland was known to the Greeks much ear-* 
lier than Mr. Camden is fometimes willing 
to allow, is evideint from a remarkable Paf- 
fage in Athenaus"", where he aflures tis, 
that the Timber employed in building the 
famous Ship, called Navis AUxandrina^ 
and launched by Archimeies^ partictdarly 

* Britannia ra Wales, Vol. 2. p. 774-. ^ Wa!kcr*« 
Notes upon BrittOt Coinfr in Camden^is Britaa. p. 1 14. 
c. Magna Britannia, 4tp> Lond. 1720, Vol. i. Introdu£l« 
p. 5. 

the 
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the gr^t Tree for the Main-maft, was con-* 
vej^d out of Britain to Syracuje^ by Pi&/- 
/eas, a noted Mechanick of Tauromenium^ 
In fhort, if thefe are not Coins of the Bri^ 
tonsy it may be aiked, Whofe are they ? 
For they were coined here, or brought in 
hy the Pikenicians^ the Greeks ^ or fome 
other trading Nation, which no Man has 
yet pretended to fliew. But, at the fame 
Time, upon the Teftimony of Cafar^ it is 
probable, the Britons might likewife have 
their primitive Brafs and Iron Money a- 
mongft them, efpccially in the Inland Parts 
of the Ifland, not enriched, or improved by 
Trade, the other being coined by their 
greateft Princes, as a Mark of their Wealth 
lUid Grandeur. 

, When the Romans had extinguifhed the 
Kings here*, they fuppreffed the Britijb 
Coins, and brought in their own as a Proof 
of their Conqueft, Thefe were current 
here, about five hundred Years, from the 
Time of Claudius^ unto Valfntinian the 
Younger, and were coined either at Rome^ 
Ijions, or Triers i but Canfiantine ercfted 
% Mint at I^andan^ and a Treafurcr of the 
IVIint^ called Prapofitus Thejaurorum Ju^ 

lufiet^n^ 
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gujlenfium^ London being called Augufta in 
the declining State of the Empire. Wc 
have a great many of thefe Coins of C^n- 
Jiantinty which prove there was a Mint at 
London in his Time, properly* at the Re- 
queft of Helena his Wife, who likewife 
perfuaded her Son Confiantine to wall the 
Metropolis of this her native Country. 

The Roman Empire in Britain expired in 
the four hundred and feventy-fixth Year 
from Cafart Landing, in the Reign of Fa^ 
lentinian the Third ; after this, few t)f the 
Coins of the fucceeding Emperors are to be 
' found in thefe Parts. But it feems proba- 
ble, fays Camden '', their Coins were ftill 
current here a long Time; for there never 
as yet, have been any Coins found of For^ 
tiger, Fortimer, Aurelius^AmbroJius^ Ar-^ 
tbur, and others, who lived in thofe Times. 
As for the Britons, or Welch, fays he, what- 
ever Jura Majejlatis their Princes had, I 
cannot underftand that they ever had any 
Coins of their own ; for no Learned of that 
Nation have at any Time fecn any found ia 
Wales, or elfewhere. 

Next to the Romans fucceeded tht Sax^ 
ims, who came into Britain about the Year 

• Thbrefby's Topography of Lcedi, FoU J-Ond, 1715, 
ff 337, ^ Remains, p. 235, \ 
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of cur Lord 449, Their Coins * were not 
unlike thofe of the firft Race of the Kings 
of the Franks, who fettled in France near 
the Time that the Saxons invaded England: . . 
Both Nations feem to have had the fame 
Language and Cuftoms, and to have imi- 
tated each other, as in other Things, fo in. 
their Coins, both in Figure, Weight, and 
Manner of Stamping ; but in this they dif- 
fered, that the Franks ufed more Variety, 
and frequent Changes,, both of Allay, 
Weight, and Value in their Coins, and their 
Princes made thereof great Advantage, to 
the Prejudice of their Subje<fts ; whereas 
this Nation has very feldom pradifcd it, 
then, or fince^ for which, even the French 
Writers cannot help applauding us. 

Their Silver Coins were all Pennies, of 
different Sizes, as broad as our Groats and 
Six-pences at this Day, and made thin, to 
prevent falsifying, having on one Side the 
King's Head, and fometimes his Name on- 
ly, and on the other the Name of the Mint- 
Mafter, or Governor, or Name of the Place 
where coined : Sometimes, inflead thereof, 
a Monogram, a Scrowl, or other poor De- 

* Walker's Notes upon Saxon Coins in Camdcn^s Bri'> 
tam^a^ p. 175, 

vice; 
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\?iGe } Of (when Chridianitjr prevailed) i 
Crofs : But that the Reverfe of their Coins 
vn^ for the moft Part quarterly divided % 
for the Conveniency of breaking them into^ 
Half-pence and Farthings, is not true, for 
there* are but few fo divided 5 Nor was there 
any Need for this Praftice^ fince it appears 
by the Saxon Gqfpels % that they had Half* 
pence and Farthings, which, perhaps, were 
of a bafer Matter« They had Copper Sty- 
ca's airo% fmaller than the Penny, havingf 
the King's Name on one Side, and Coiner'ar 
on the other, eight of which made a Penny, 
(;as the Liards de France J, znd {trvtd them' 
for ordinary Change : Of thefe ', a vaft 
Quantity was found at Rippork^ in the Year 
1695, before which we had much fewer 0/ 
firafs than Silver* 

As to Gold Money, they had none of- 
their own, but they had Foreign Gold 
Coins, calkd in Latin Bizantini% as be- 
ing coined at Conjlantimple^ fom^ime calkd 
Bizantium^, for D»»/?^//, Archbifhop of 
^ Canterbury y purchafed Hend^n in Middlefeic, 
fpr two hundred. By^antineis-- But aU Be- 
zants were- not coined at Bizantium^ fog- 

» Bmamiia, p. 177* «» BngUfli-Hift. lib, p. 44. 
« Camden's Tables. * Britannia^ p. 205* • Cam- 
den's Remains^ ch. Motley. 

before 
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bftforethe jTori/ pofleffed that City, they 
had Scarrazitt Bezants, as Menefirier*^ 
proves from fcveral authentick Writers, and 
that thby were the common Money of the 
l^aji. Afterwards, they became current 
all over Europe^ and from this general Ufe, 
the Word Bezant was applied to all Sorts of 
Gold Money, tho' not coined at Conjlanti-- 
nefk^ (as Florin was afterwards) for we da' 
not find the Bezalit of any certaia Value, 
hat varying in dii&reiit Places > fome make • 
Afiir Value to have been a Ducat \ or a^ 
Florin "" and Half* The Bezants offered by » 
Henry the Second of France at his Corona- 
tion, were ^ about the: Value of a double 
Ducat a-picce. St. Louis of France was 
redeemed for two hundred thouland Be- ' 
zants, which were then valued"* at one 
hundred thoufand Livres j and a Piece of 
Gold valued at fifteen Poundjf, offered by 
our Kings upon high Feftival Days, is called 
^Bezdntifie; for no other Reafori, but be- 
c^uie Pieces of that Denomination were an- 
ciently offered by them, as being the only 
Gold Coin then in Ufe : And in this fenfe 

* Orig^e. de^ Annouiesy 8vo» Paris> 1679^ p. 482. 
* Rennet's Parpch. Anri<li ' Bibl. Cotton. Nfero, cap. 

tA, n, * Meneftricr, ib, p. 482. « Camd, Remains, 
ch. Money^ 236. JonocUIein Life of St. Louis, cap. 42. ' 

it 
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it is, that in Blazoning of Arms, a Piece o(' 
Gold Money is called a Bezant. 

The Saxon Scillingy or Sbilling * wa» 
purely nominal^ as Marks and Nobles af- 
terwards. In that Age, and fucceeding 
Times, all Money- Accounts paiTed by the 
Name oiPencey Shillings y Pounds, and Man* 
cufes; five of thefe Pennies made their Shil- 
ling, in our Money, one Shillingand Three- 
pence ; Forty-eight of thofe Shillings their 
Pound, with us three Pounds ; the Manca^ 
Mancufa, or Marca of Silver, the fifth Part 
of an Ounce, about our Shilling ; the Man^ 
ca of Gold their Thirty-pence, our it.\in 
Shillings and Six-pence. There was like- 
wife a Thrifma ; which fome have thought 
three Shillings, others the third Part of a 
Shilling ; but Bifliop Nicolfon % from King 
Atheljian'% Laws, makes the Tbrifma 
the fame with their Peningna, Penny, or 
Sceat. 

The Privileges of Coining the Saxon 

Kings communicated to their Subjefts; for, 

according to Stow %- Atheljian made feven 

.coining Mints at Canterbury, four for the 

King, two for the Archbiibop, and one 

« Camd. Remains^ p. 234. ^ Englifh V^^l, Library^ 
p. 44. ^ Annals^ p. 82, Caxnd. Remams>ch.. Money. 

for 
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for the Abbot : At Rochejier three, two for 
the King^ and one for the Biihop : Befides 
thefe, at London eight, in Wincbefter fix, 
in Lewis two, in Hajiings two, in' Cbicbef- 
ter one, in Hampton two, in War(bam two, 
in Exeter two, in Sbaftejbufy twOy and in 
every good Town one Coiner 5 at which 
Time falfe Coiners loft their Hands by 
L&w. Though by this it appears there wcre^ 
other Mints than the Kfng's, yet it feems 
they had the Stamp given them to coia' 
with, as incident to that Privilege; So 
King Edward the Confeffory confirming the 
Liberties oi Ht .Edmund"^ ( St .Edmimdjbury ) ^ 
gave to Abbot Baldwin a Stamp, and Au- 
thority to have an Exchange, or Mint, and 
to coin in his Monaftery, The Coins now 
extant prove this, and fliew there were very 
few confiderablc Towns without a Mint 5 
for befides thofe particularly mentioned in 
Atbelftari% Law, there are Coins oi Lincoln^ 
Exeter, Norwich^ Evejham^ Tork^ Qlou-^ 
cejier, Ipjwichy. Derby y Brijioly Shrew/Bury, 
Worceftery Walingjbrdy Tbetfordy and others • 
The Danes \ whilftthey governed here^ 
ufed the Saxon^Yikt Penny, though they 
reckoned by Ores, per Orasy which, 'tis 

f Stow's Annals, p, 93. * Camden's Britannia, p. 177. 

C thought, 
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thought, was not the Name of any Coin, 
but iifed only in accounting. Twenty Ore 
vere rateable at two MarJcs of Silver. 

The NormanKings continued to coin the 
feme Sort o£ Money as their Prcdeccffors 
tte Saxons f only a little lighter ; for fomc 
of the Saxon Pennies weigh above a Penny- 
weighty whoreasfew of thcfe reach, twenty- 

Gomputation waa made by Mirks and 
beaf Marks, Ounces and half Ounces of 
Goldi and Silver, in Pounds, Marks, 
half MarJcsii Shillings, ^d Pence. The 
Mark, of Gold was equal to an hundred and 
twf^nty Shillings of Silver, the Ounce of 
Gold equal to fifteen Shillings, the Pound: 
of Silver twenty Shillings^ the Mark thir- 
teen Shillings and four Pence, the Shilling 
tjwrelve Pence, a Penny a Penny* weight, or 
tihe twentieth Part of an Ounce, equal to 
our Three-pence ; fo that a Pound of Sil- 
ver xvas a P0und both in Weight and in 
Tal^; and till the Time of Edward the 
Firil, the Englijh Pennies were to have thfe 
fame Weighty though, as I have obfervcxJ, 
they ufually fall fhort two Grains. 

All great Payments were made by 
Weight I fo the Conqueror allowed Edgar 

Athelin^ 
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AtbfUng % a Pound Weight of Silver every - 
Day, which Sir John HawarJc2Xls twenty 
Shillings : So Doke Robert ^ mortgaged his 
Dutchy oi Normandy to his Brother Rufus, 
for fix thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix 
Pounds of Silver : But Purveyances * were 
changed into Money, and were colle£):ed by 
the Sheriff in the following Proportions. 

Bread for an hundred Men^ one Shilling* 
■ One Paflure-fed Ox, one Shilling. 

A Ram or a Sheep,, four Pence. 

Provender for twenty Horfes, four Pence* 

Thefe being gathered by the Collediors^ 
were paid in grofs into the Exchequer by 
Weight; and by Reafon of the Lightnefs 
or Badnefs of the Money, it was ordained \ 
that the Fermes of Manors fhould be paid 
ad Scalam, by paying Sixpence above the 
Pound, or twenty ShilUogs, at firft thought 
fufficient to make good the Weight ; but 
the Money afterwards growing worfe. Pay- 
ments were ordered not only to be made ad 
Scalam^ but alfo ad Penjum^ which was to 
make good the Deficiency of Weight, by 
paying as much Money for a Pound Sfer^ 

• Speed's Hift. England, p. 426. * Daniel's Hift. Eng. 
in Kcnnct, p. 106. Notes. « Englifli Hill. lib. p. z^r 
Liber Niger Scaccarii, in Chronicon Preciofwn, 6g, 
* Lwnd's Effay, p. 4. 
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/ing, as weighed twelve Ounces : And bc- 
caufe ' the Money might anfwcr Numero et 
Ponderey and nevcrthelefs be mixed with 
Copper or Brafs; they had a Method of af- 
ftying the Money ^ called the Trial by 
Combuftion,.which was in U/e under Henry 
the Firft, as appears by Domefday-Book \ 
, ^nd in the Reign of Henry the Second, 
when the Bifliop of Salijlury was Trca- 
furer, an Officer was conftituted, called 
Miles Argentarius^ or Affay-Mafter, to try 
the Money, little or nothing differing from 
the prefent Method of aflaying Silver for its 
Finenefs; and probably from this Regulation 
we may owe the firft Introduction of Ster-^ 
lingy or Standard^ amongft us i which, as it 
cannot certainly be fix'd to any particular 
Reign, I &all therefore ponfider in this 
Place. The Nacpc of Sterlings or Eajier^ 
ling'' 9 is generally allowed to be derived 
from the Oerptans in the Neighbourhood of 
Denmark^ who, from their Eaftern Situa*- 
tion, had the Name of Eajier lings y and be- 
ing the beft Refiners, were called in to per- 
fedt our Engli/h Money 3 in old Deeds, calU 
ed Nufnmi Eafterlingit fometimes ufed to 

? Lownds's Effay, p. 5. ^ Spcliiian*s Gloflkry Verb, 
l^ibrx, Camden's Ren^ains^ ch. Money. « Camdcn't 
^einains^ Spelm^» 

fignify 



fignify a Penny, and fooietimes the Stan- 
dard, as Praia monetit, ampflg^ the C/w- 
//ans, and Money du Roy in France: So 
Sterling and Standard became fynonymous 
Terms, and has ever' fince been ufed to de- 
note the certain Proportion or Degree of 
Finenefsin Bullion or Coin. But our Anti- 
quaries are riot fo well agreed when Ster*^ 
ling was firft introduced amongft us* The 
iriofl common Opinion k*, that King 
"John firft called in the Eajierlirtgs^ and 
coined Sterling Money : Others ^ afcribe it 
to Richard the Firft, and fomq "" to Henry 
the Second* 

That ¥S\i\%Jobh wafc tte firft of our ICingsl 
who called in the Eajlerlings^ td reduce the 
Silver toitsdueFincnefs, and coined Ster^ 
lin^ Money, I fee little Reafon to fupport* 
Stow informs us ^ that be' coined Money . 
jn Irelandy in the Year laio, according unto 
the Weight of Engliih Money > and another' 
Writer, that King John * made the Stand- 
ard of the Irijh Money equal to the Eng^ 
lijhf at the fame Time that he publifhed 

* Camden's Britannia, foL- Load* 1722. vel. af. p< 122$. 
Bifhop Nicholfon's Iriih Hiflorical Library, 8vo^ Dublin, 
1724, p. 159, > Camden/s Remains, ch. of Money. 
« Stow's Survey of London, vol. I. Hb.- i. p. 83. Goke*s 
Inftitutes, part ad. p* 575- * Annaja^ p^ 158. • Preface 
to Davis's Reports in Iri(h. Hill. lib. p. 159, 

C 3 the 
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the Laws o( England^ and required the Ex-» 
ecution of them in his new ere<9:cd Coun-* 
ties of that Kingdom ; Oras Daniel " has 
it, caujid Englifh Money to be coined tbere^ 
and to be of equal Value with that of this 
Kingdom, and current alike in both. By* 
this King John was undoubtedly the firft 
that coined Sterling Money in Ireland*, but 
as it does not appear he ever coined any 
Money in England, (of which certainly we 
fhould have had fome remaining, if the Im- 
provement had begun there) the B^glijb 
ilandard, or Money here referred to, mufl: 
. have been previous to this Reign 5 and very 
unlikely is it, that this Refinement fhould 
begin in Ireland i befides, that the Ufe of 
the Word Sterling vras more ancient 
amongfl us. 

Camden, in his Remains ^ afcribes the 
Introdudlion of Sterling Money to Richard 
the Firfl. In his Time, fays he, Eajierling 
Money began to be of efpecial Requefl in 
England fox the Purity thereof, and fhortly 
after, fome of that Country, fkilful in 
Mint- Matters, and Allaies, were fent for 
into this Realm, to bring the Coin to Per- 
fedion. But confidering King Richard is 
» Hift. of England. ^ Chap. Money. 

repre- 
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reprefented as a Corrupter % rather ithkri & 
Refiner, of the Englijb Coin ; that tSiougih 
he reigned near ten Years, he was hot eight 
Months * of that Time iA his Kingdom^ 
and that the Wealth of the Nation was fa 
exhaufted, by his Exactions for the Hol^ 
War, they were forced to fell the Church^^ 
Plate to pay his Ranfom, it is hardly pro- 
bable he ihould iet about reforming the 
Standard, whei;i there was no Money to 
coin J . and except a Piece with two Faces 
afcribed to hin^ we have none of his 
Money extant* 

It is j&id ^ indeed, that the hundred 
thoufand Pounds tsb be paid for King 
Ricbard*s Ranfom, was coined into Money t 
But befides, that we had no larger Money 
at that Time than Pennies, by the Agree- 
ment*, the Emperor was to receive on6 
hundred and fifty thoufand Marks of pure 
Silver, of Cologn Weight* By Coining 
therefore,; was probably meant Refining, and 
for this Purpofe fome of thefe Eajierlings,, 
perhaps, were fent for ; though the Word 
Eafierlingy as a known and approved Stand- 
ard, occurs from the Beginning of this 

* Evcling*s Numirmata, p. 233. ^ Rapin,'p. 257. 
« Stow's Annal§, p. 161. ** Daniel's Hift. of England, ^ 
fol. Lond. 1621, ^p, 103. 
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Reign : So in his firft Year •, Atmo 1 1 8gv 
lihe King fold the Caftles oi Berwick and 
Rekejburgb . to the Scottijh King, for the 
fum of ten thoufand Marks EJlerling ; and 
Anno 1I9S^ ^^^^^' Earl of Lw^fr of- 
fered to the King oi France for his Ranfom, 
one thousand Marks Sterling. 
. But the Word Sterlings denoting the 
Degree of Finenefs or Goodnefs, is much 
more ancient, though not known in the 
Conqueror's Time, in regard there is no 
mention ' thereof in Libro Judiciario^ or 
the Domefday-Book ; but about that Time, 
and afterwards in the Reign of Henry the 
FirftS we meet with Nummi Sterilenfes for 
the latter Sterlings and, under Henry the 
Second it frequently occurs. 

There is an Ordinance * of Henry the 
Second for Normandy ^ Anno 1 158, relating 
to the Exchange of Money,— £/ illi qui 
debent argentum Domino Regiy reddant pro 
marca^ tredecim folidos, & quatuor denarios 
Jierlingorum. 

According to HeStorBoetius, the Ranfom 

* Roger Hovedon, in Stow, p. 159. * lb. p. 162. 
* Lownds's EiTay, p. 16. ^ Spelman Verb. Efterlinguj, 
G. Somner, &c. * Leblanc. Traite de Monoyes de 
Ifrance^ 4to> Amflcrdain^ 1692^ p. 155^ 

of 
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of ' William King of Scotland^ Anno 1 175, 
was fettled at an hundred thoufand Pounds 
Sterlings the one half in prefent Coin. 

And jinno ii84\ 30 H. 2. Ordinatio 

Job. Reg. Franc. & Hen. 2. JR. Anglia, in 

fubfid. ^er. SanSa, in "Terr/i regis Anglian 

cijmarina duo denarios Andagevenfenfis mone-- 

tiVy & in Anglia unus Jierlingus perfohetur. 

Thefe Inftances are fufficient to (hew the 
ufc of the Word Sterlings and fince we 
know that Henry the Second coined a great 
deal of Money, and regulated the Standard 
by a Miles Ar gent arms ^ or Aflay-Mafter, 
where can we fix the Original of our 
Sterling more properly ? However that be, 
it is certain from this time we conilantly 
meet with Sterlings but without fpecifying 
the certain Degree of Finenefs, till the 
third of Edward the Firft ; whence pro- 
bably it is that this King is fuppofed to be 
the firft who eftablifhed a Standard for the 
Coin, which is faid to have been prcfcribcd 
in this Manner % by Gregory Rockley^ Mayor 
of London J and Maftcr of the Mint. 
That in a Pound of Money containing 
twelve Ounces, there fhould be eleven 

*. Speed's Hift. of England, p. 504, ^ Spelipan Verb. 
Efterlingus. ^ Ledger-book of St, Edmundfbury, Camd. 
Remains, ch. Money. 

Ounces 
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Oimccs two Pence Farthing fine Silver, ami 
ieven teen Pence Halfpenny Fardiing Allay* 
The faid Pound to weigh twenty Shillmga 
and three Pence in Account, each Ounce 
twenty Pencc,^ and every Penny- weight 
twenty-four Grains and a Half. And the 
twenty-eighth of the fame King % an in- 
dented Trial-Piece of the Goodnefs of old 
Sterling was lodged in the Exchequer, and 
every Pound weight of fuch Silver, was 
to be fhorn at twenty Shillings and throe 
Pence. But by the Statute de Moneta, m 
his twentieth Year, the Pound of new 
Money was to weigh twenty Shillings. By 
another Law^ it was likewife ordained, 
that no Goldfmith {hould make any Thing 
of Gold or Silver, except it was of true 
Allay, viz. Gold of a certain Touch, and 
Silver of the Sterling Allay, or better ; and 
none to work worfe than the Silver m 
Money; fo that here we have Sterling 
eftabliihed by Law as the Standard botib 
in Coin and Plate. 

Khtv Edward the Firft, there is no In^ 
denture of the Mint, whereby certainly to 
judge of the Proportion of the Standard, 
till the eighteenth of Edward the Third, 

* Lownds> p. 34, ^ Stat. 28 E. i. cap. 20. 

when. 
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when^ by Indenture*, the Standard for the 
Gold Coin was the old Standard or Sterling, 
of twenty- three Car. three Grains andaHalf 
^e, and Haifa Grain Allay ; which Allay, 
(as the Red-book fays) might he of Silver or 
Clopper ; and the SLeafon of this Alloy of a 
bafe Metal, was to augment the Weight of 
the Silver or Gold, ^ much as to counter- 
vail the Change of Coinage, and to make 
it the more fufile ; the Pound, which was 
twelve Ounces, was divided into twenty- 
ibur Carrots, or half Oupoes, and every 
Carrat into four Grains of Gold, each Grain 
being equal to two Penny-weights and a 
, Half, or fix ty common Grains . The Silver 
wasdf the old Sterling, of eleven Ounces 
two Penny- weight fine Silver, and eighteen 
Penny- weight Allay, To this ancient Ster- 
ling, both for Gold and Silver, the Statute * 
of the ninth and twenty-^fifth oi Edward xhp 
Third refer; and by the ninth'' of Henry 
the Fifth, all the Money of Gold and Sil- 
ver to be made at the Tower ^ or at Chalice, 
or elfewhere in the Realm of England, by 
Authority Royal, was to he made of as good 

■Lownds,p.i8,20, *> 9 E. 3. St. 2. cap. 2, 3. St. 25 E 3. 
St. 5. ch. 13. ^ 9H. 5. St. 2. ch. 6. Raftal, 36, ^j. 

Allay 
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Allay and Weight, as it Was then made at 
the Towef^ which^ by the Indentui-e, was 
.of the fame old Standard : And this was 
.conilantly ufcd in the following Reigns, 
till King Henry the Eighth debafcd it : 
But Queen Elizabeth reftored it to its an- 
cient Purity, as it has ever fince continued 
in the Coin. A finer Standard ' was after- 
wards introduced for Plato^ of eleven 
Ounces ten Penny-weight fine, in every 
Pound Troy^ called the New Sterling ; but 
by the fixth of. King George the Firft, the 
old Standard was reftored. 

The fame Corrupter of Money that de- 

bafed the Silver, likewife debafed the Goldy 

which was never after fully reftored to its 

Purity; for though Gold Money was coined 

. in every fucceeding Reign of the fame old 

\ Standard, till the milled Money took place; 

. yet other Money was likewife coined, of 

theFinenefs of twenty-two Carrats only, 

called Crown^Goldy which was made 'the 

Standard of the Gold milled Money, and 

has continued in ufe ever fince* 

Before we quit this Subjedk, it may be 
necefiary to fay fomething of the Pound 
by which the Value of Money is eftimated, 

•8 WilLj. ch. i.rca.9. 

and 
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and the Standard afcertained. Our Pound 
confiftcd of twelve Ounces, as the Roman 
did, which was anciently ufed in France*- 
for weighing of Gold and Silver ; with us 
it was called the Pound Troy, but by no 
Means fo early as Mr. Lownds ufes it, and 
feldom or never applied to the Coin. This 
Pound contained twelve Ounces, every 
Ounce twenty Penny-weights, and every 
Pennyweight thirty-two Grains of Wheat; 
for fo the Statute of i/i?;?ry the Third* or- 
dains, which fcems to be no new Law, but 
rather an Exemplification, or Confirmation 
of an old one : And the fame was afterwards 
confirmed * in the thirty-firft of Edward the 
Firft,and twenty-fifth of Edward the Third, 
as it has continued ever fincc. The firft 
Mention I find of the Pound Troy, or Troy- 
weight, is for Goldfmiths, in the fecond 
of Henry the Fifth i and what this meant 
is explained in the Statute for Weight and 
Meafures, the twelfth of Henry the feventh, 
which enadts % that every Pound fhall con- 
tain twelve Ounces Troy Weight, every 
Ounce t^;^^Sterlings, and every Sterling 
thirty-two Corns of Wheat, according to 

.» Leblanc. p. 17. > 5 H. 3. fcft. 3. « 2Z E. ?• 
Stavt. 5. cap. 13. 4 iz H. 7, cap. j* 

the -i 
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the old Laws of the Land : Bat in the Ia« 
denti^res of the Miat^ it bfaally runs^ ac* 
cording to the King's Weight, or the ^(ywer 
Weights 

From whence we have the Word Triy^ 
\t uncertain, it is commonly thought to 
come firoffltt T!r^es in Frasee $ but Fkts • 
calls it Trone Weight, and fays, that Trana 
JB a Beam t(> weigh with : So Tro?k^ium 
was a Tcdl for weighing WocJ, and Tr^na^ 
tor the Officer who weighed it. As there 
wa^ xu> Need to diftinguiih the Pound by 
the Addition of Troy, whilft there ^as but 
0^ Kind of Weight in Uie, it no doubt 
received this Addition, to diftinguifhitfronx 
the Merchants Pound, which Fleta fays \ 
was fifteen Ounces. And this agrees with 
an old Account in our Statute-books % (but 
without Date) where it is faid the Pound 
of Pence, Spices, Confections, and Eledu«« 
arics, coftfifteth in the Weight of twenty 
Shillings, but the Pound of all other Things 
weigheth twenty-five Shillings : And pro- 
bably this was (though one Ounce lefs) the 
&me with what was afterward called Avoirs 
iupcis. This Avoirdupois originally figni^ 

* Lib. 2. cap. 12, See BIoQnt*s Law-Dift. Weights. 
*Ib. Flcta, Jib. 2. cap. 12. <^ Raftal'« Weights and 
Meafu es'> Numb. 8. 
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lied no more than Goods in grofs, or 
by wholefale^ which the Traders ufe to 
weigh by the Auncel*, called a touching 
Weight; a fallacious kind of Balance^ 
which being fubjcdt to Deceit, was forbid 
by Statute : For by the twenty-fifth Article 
of Magna CAarta, enforced by many fub- 
fequent Statutes down to the fixteenth of 
Charles the Firft\ there was to be ^)ut one 
Weight throughout £»g-&»//, which was 
the Pound o£ twelve Ounces : But by thofe 
very Laws: it appears not to have been 
4)bferved,. the Force of Cuftora prevailed ; 
and becaufe Goods, Avoirdupois, were 
weighed by this Merchants Weight of 
fifteen, and afterwards fixteen Ounces, 
the Weight at length took its Denomina- 
tion from the Goods to be weighed, to 
diftinguifli it from the Pound of twelve 
Ounces, which, vice verfa^ had the Name 
of Tr^f, to diftinguifli it from Avoirdupois. 
When the Pound Avoirdupois came into 
ufe, is uncertain ; but in the twenty-fourth 
of Henry the Eighth % Meat was ordered 
to be fold by Weight Avoirdupois. Though 

* Stat. 9 E. 3. cap. i. 25 E. 3. St. 4. ch. 2. Stat 27. 
£. 3. fed. 2. cap.* 10. and others 2. ii and 16 R. 2, St. 9. 
H.6.cap.8. »» 16 Car. I. cap. 10. fed. 2. C24H.8. c.3. 
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Rajialy to whom our modern Statute-fiooks 
refer, has nothing of this Avoirdupois, but 
only that an A&. was made for Meat to be 
fold by Weight ; nor does it occur after- 
wards in our Law (if I am not miflaken)^ 
till the fcventeenth of Charles the Second, 
which ena&s. That Scotch Coal ihall be an 
hundred and twelve J^ounds Avoirdupois 
to the Hundred. But, by another ftatute* 
in the fame Reign, the Pound of iixteen 
Ounces is mentioned, without the Addition 
of Avoirdupois, which feems to have grown 
into ufe by Cuflom, contrary to Law« « 

* 13 ax^ 14'Car. 2. cap. 26. k€i, z. 
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H^ItLlAM 1. called the ConqjjeroK, 

A^ D. 1066* 



And 



tFlLLLdM VL. furrtimed RuFt^8> 

A* D* 1087. 

JL H^iRE feeriis to haVe been a gr^eitwiti.t 
deal of Money coined by the Conqueror ^ for ^juf y, 
he is faid* to have left at his death fixty 
thoufand pounds ih Modty (a prodigious 
fum in thofe days), befides jewels, gold> 
and plate i liever theleft, Mr. I'hdrejihy tells 
us*, that his utmoft diligence could 
procure but Otte of either* KingS, till dnril> 
170!, that a neft of them Was fouhd at 
Torky after a fire, in digging Up the foun-^ 
dation for a new edifice, when two hundred 
and fifty were found itt a fmall oak box, 
the greater patt of one of the Williams* 

* Daniel's Hift. of Engbnd, in Kennet, fol. Lpnd. 1719) 
Notes, ^ Thorelby's Mufaeum, p. 349. 
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wm. I. But fincc that time, by the induftry of oar 
WUL II. En^lijh antiquaries, they art becoihe more 
plenty, and there appears a greater variety 
than was ever thought of. This has 
made it iribre difRciilt than before, \o place 
them properly, there being no certain rule 
to diftinguifli the father's from the fon's; 
for it is generally agreed they have no 
numerals, and that what has been taken 
for fuch, are only imperfect letters. There 
are indeed two forts, one with the full 
face, and * another with the fide face : the 
moft probable opinion feems to be, that 
the former * are the Conqueror ^^ becaufe 
they are moft plenty, for he reigned nigh 
as long again as his fon Rufusy and had 
greater occafions for Money ; and there are 
fome of this fort with the fword and two 
fceptres, which are undoubtedly his. Of 
thofe with the full face, fome have the 
head terminated by the inner circle, others 
a larger buft, extending to the edge of the 
Coin, if that makes any difference. So 
thofe with the fide face, are fome looking 
to the right, others to the left ; and thefc 
half faces having been found v/khHaro/d's, 
have led fome to think them the Con^ 

» Mufaeum, p. 349. 

querors. 
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guiror's. In this cafe, wc muft admit bolli will. l» 
forts of the Conqueror^ if not of Rufus^ ^jji. jj^ 
which makes the difficulty dill greater to ' 
refolve ; we muft therefore leave it as we 
find it, for I am not willing to fejedt a pro-* 
bable opinion, without fubftituting a better 
in the room of it» 

Both father and fbn are circumibribed 

PILLEM, PILEMV, Or PILLEMVS, REX^ 
REXA, AN, ANGLO, or ANGLOR i thoUgh 

the Conqueror^ on his great feal *, writes him- 

felf WIXLELMVS^ ZlidRufut WILIELMVS, 

imitating the Confejfor^ who ufed p (theiS^j^- 
on w) upon his Coins, though not upon 
his jfeal* The head or buft is full faced^ 
with a beard, though William oiMalmeJbury 
(and Stonv^ and others from him) pro- 
nounce him beardlefs. But however the 
faftiion was in Normandy j he is always re- 
prefented upon his Englijh Money with a 
beard. On fome Coins the buft terminates 
at the inner circle, but moft commonly 
extends to the edge of the Coin- The head 
is crowned, but different from their great 
feals, where the Conquerors (fomething 
like the ConfeJfor*s) is rather a helmet with 

• See speed's Hift. of England, and Sandford's Genea- 
logical Hiftory, 

D i a cir- 
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wau I. a circle or coronet of three rays, havings 
Will. II. pearls on the points crofs- wife, and between 
the V2cysjleurs de lis : and that of Rufusy on 
his great feal, is a radiated or eaftern crown, 
with pearls upon the points, like our Earls' 
coronets : whereas on their Coins they 
have a like coronet, confifting of a diadem 
cr circle, with a fillet or ftring oi pearl in 
the middle (called * the royal fillet by the 
Saxons) and three rays with a pearl on 
each point, being a mixture of the crowns 
of former Kings, which were various, fome 
times only the royal fillet or diadem, as 
Haroldy Cnutj Hardi'-Cnut; fometimes the 
radiated crown, as Edward, Edmund Iron-* 
Jide, and Edward the Confejfor on fome of 
his Coins, though on others, a helmet, a 
crown Jleuriy or pearls upon points, if 
we are not miftaken in fome attributed to 
that Prince^ Mr. Selden^ defcribes the 
Conqueror crowned with a pearled diadem, 
labels at each ear, and fomething like an 
arch that goes acrofs the head : but this 
arch is only the folds of the cap, the 
crown, of the head or helmet, which ap- 
pears fometimes like one arch, and fome- 

* Selden*s Titles of Honour, foLLond. 163 1, p. lyr* 
^ p. ibid. , 

times 
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times like two : what he calls the label WJl. L 
is like the drop of an ear-ring on fome will. IL 
Coins, appearing pendant from the ears, ' 
on others from the crown^ and are fome- 
times wanting. One fort has the Con^ 
queror with a fword in his hand, another 
with a fceptre ; one with two fceptres ; 
fome without either, as will be afterwank 
more particularly defcribed. The reverfe 
of all have fome device of a crofs, faid * to 
be fo deeply impreiTed, that they might be 
eafily parted, and broken into two halves, 
which, fo broken, they called Half-pence, 
and into four parts, they called Fourthings, 
or Farthings. Stow calls it a double crofs, 
in fuch a manner, that it might be eafily 
broken ; and Hoveden lays \ this praftice 
continued till Henry the Firft. This (if 
true) was a pretty device to deftroy the 
Coin ; for the Penny being, by neceflity, 
commonly broken for change, was no 
longer a Coin, and liable to be counter- 
feited with impunity, melted down, or loft. 
But, had this been the pradlice, we ihouldi 
hardly have had any in our colleftions at 
this day : Befides, the ftory of the crofs 
being made double, or fo deeply imprefle4 

» Camden's Remains, Stow. ^ In Britannia, p. 177- 

D 3 for 
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Will. I, for the conveniency of breaking the Penny 
.Will. II. into halves and quarters, is difprovcd by 
the Coins now exant, whereon the croflcs 
generally terminate at the inner circle, and 
inftead of being impreffed, are imbofied, 
which prevents their being broken equally : 
nor is there any thing like it, till Henry 
the Third made a double crofs upon his 
Penny, who likewiie coined fmaller pieces* 
The crofs upon the Money was the com- 
rnon badge of chriftianity, which ' had 
been ufed ever fince the converfion of the 
Saxons J and was pradifed by all chriftian 
Princes. As the Saxons had fmall Monies, 
why might not the two firft Williams have 
had the fame .? though none have come to 
our knowledge, for very few remain of our 
latter Kings', whom we know coined great 
quantities of them. 

The crofs upon the reverfe of thefe 
Pennies is circumfcribed with the name of 
the mint-mafter, and place of coinage,, 
.as London y Canterbury^ eo, or eofeRj^ 
Z*ork ; I- o y N c , Lancajier ; Exefer, Lin-^ 
coin, p I N c, Wincbejiei^ ; peotfovrd, 
Thetfordy BriJioWy Oxenfprd, Gloucejier^ 
JivFFA, Rocbejier, &c. The moft remark- 
able- of thefe I fliaU defcribe particularly^^ 

placing 
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placing thep, or inifplacjng them, by wni.^r. 
conje^ure, wm.ll. 

The firft has the King's head full faced ' — "^ 
and crowned, the buft extending to the^o\^ 
edge pf the Coin, holding a naked fword 
eredt in his right hand, pillejm rex. 
Ileverfe, within a compartment or role of 
four leaves, acrofs pate, with a large pellet 
in the centre, and four leffer in the quar- 
ters, at the points of the rofe. This we 
xfX3LY P^^cc with pretty good aflurance to 
tjic Cgnquerqr. 

Another, pjlJ-ejm rex anglor, hisiS.PLL 
buft terminating at the inner circle, hold- 
i^ig a fce^ptre in his right ha^nd, furmounted 
with a crofs pate/ or holy crofs, as we 
fee upon the orb on his grgat feal, and 
alfo upon the Confejfors Money, and ano- 
ther fceptre in his left hand, with three 
pellets, or pearls, crofswife at the point ; 
both which fceptres may be feen upon the 
Saxon Coins. Reverfe, a crofs with four 
fceptres bottone or pomette in the quarters, 
inibrm of an efcarbuncle. As Rufus has , 
no pretence to two fceptres, which his 
father had, this is no doubt, to be afcribed 
to the Conqiceror. 

D4 PiL- 
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Will. r. piLLEMVREx. Thc larger buft, under 
wm.u. ^ canopy fupportcd by two pillars^ but 
without fword or fceptrc. This is like- 
wife thought to be the Conquerors. 

The moft common fort have the larger 
buft, extending to the edge of the Coin» 
and a ftar, or mullet, of ^ fix points, on 
cither fide of the head, pillem rex. 
Revcrfe a crofs of double lines, with fome<- 
thing like a nail in each quarter, which.are 
thought to allude to the crofs and nails of 
our Saviour ; the heads of the nails, where 
they are perfect, appear like rings, which 
perhaps was a particular fortufcd for fuch 
purpofes. On the centre of the crofs, an 
annulet, 

jS. Pl.l. piLXEM REX. This has the larger buft, 
with a long thin face, very different from 
the former. In the King's right hand a 
fctptrc Jkun\ and on his left fide a flower, 
fuch a one as we fee upon Rufus's great 
feal. The reverfe has a crok ^euri, with- 
an ornament in the quarters like leaves. 

iS. Pi.i. PILLEM i^ex an. having the fmaller 
buft, with a ftar, or mullet, of fix points^ 
On each fide the head. Reverfe, z fquare 
figure, with a pellet at each point, fur-^ 

jpoupted 
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mounted by a crofs bottone. This Speed Will. i. 
and others, in conformity to him, place will. 11. 
to Rufus. ^— -V— ^ 

Another has an annulet on each fide of 
the head inftcad of the mullet. Reverfe, 
the crofs, with three pellets in triangle, 
and the nails in the quarters. 

Another afcribed to Rufus, pillelm 2S.PLii 
REX, holding with his right hand, on the ^* 
left fide, a fcepter of an uncommon 
length, and particular form, with a crofs 
pate on the top. 

Thofc with the fide-face and fceptre, 2S.PI.1. 
are fom? looking to the right, others to ^* 
the left, piLLEMV HEX. On fomeof thefe 
the crown appears to be arched, the arches 
being compofed of pearls, and the fceptrc 
having three pearls in crofs at the point. 
jSome have likewife the figure I, fo very 
diftind:, upon fo fair a Coin, that it can- 
not be fufpefted to be an imperfed: letter, 
or a flip of the dye, though perhaps an er- 
ror or fancy of the graver. Had it been 
defigned as a numeral, to diftinguifh the 
Conqueror* s from Rufus's Coin 3, it would 
have been found upon all of them ; where- 
as it is now only feen upon fome few ac- 
cidental pieces j ijor was the number ad- 
ded 
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Will. I. ded to the narpe upoQ the Money, till three 
vm. IL hundrpa years after war4s> except by flenry 
' — r^^ the Third. 

Stow • mentions Pennies of the Conque^ 
rory infcribed tE rey wilam, which 
fome of our antiquaries think rather ber 
long to William the Firft of Scotland: but 
why a King of Scotland (hould fpeak French 
upon his Money, rather than the Conquer 
ror, who brought that language in ufc 
amongftus, 1.40 not underftand; cfppcially, 
as, (if I am not miflaken) there is no in- 
ij:ane« of the like upon the Scotch Moijey. 
It is certainly niore natural to the Norman, 
who perhaps coined thcfe pieces in Nor^ 
mandy ; find the more probable, b^caufe 
one which I have feen was beardlefs^ which 
was the iNfrman jfaftiipp. Another ioT% 
is infcribed willelmvs rex, afcribed 
Jikewife to jthe Scotch JVilliamr, but this, a^- 
well as the former, bave the mint-mafter's 
Jiame upon the revei^e, which the ScQtcI^ 
iCoins had not; ,and it is not very certaia 
Ahat TFilliam the •Fi^ft of ,§cotlan4 coined 
.any Money. 
I s. PI. I. There is likewife a Ftnnyof Rqhert, el- 
4eft fon of the Conqueror, and after him 

« Survey of London, 1720, lib, i, p. 82» 

Duke 
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DM\i^oi Normandy^ Rodbertvs.—— The Will. i. 
Prince on horfeback, with a large fword in will. 11, 
his handy and a ftrange kind of orna-^ 
ment upon his head, which fecms defigned 
for mantling, or lambrequins, anciently 
worn upon the helmet, as well for orna- 
ment, as to keep of£ the fun. Reverfe, a 
crofs potent, with fccptrts ^euri in the 
quarters ; and in place of the infcription, 
^flowers, crefcents, &c. 

Thefe Pennies were the largcft, and (if 
there were no fmaller pieces) the only ipe- 
cies of Money coined in thefe times, or 
long afterwards ; for gold they had none 
of their own, though I have lately heard 
of a piece of gold of the Conqueror, exadly 
refembling the filver Penny. The no- 
velty of this piece made itjuftly fufpedled, 
efpecially when being aflayed, it was found 
no better than our prefentftandardj though 
had it been of the old ftandard, if could 
have been efteemed no.other than the fancy 
of the minter, to ftrike a piece of gold with 
the filver ftamp, as we fomctimes fee in 
Shillings with the Guinea ftamp, and Far- 
things in filver ; for it is certain we had ho 
gold Money coined in England, till £^- 
^ard the Third. 

the 
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The gold Money in ufe at this time 
was Bezants : For the Bi(hop oi Norwich *, 
in the reign of Edward the Third, was 
condemned to pay a Byzantine to the Ab-* 
bot of St. Edmund/bury^ for encroaching 
upon his liberty, as it was enadled by Par- 
liament in the time of the Conqueror. They 
likewife fecm to have had Florins, though 
they are faid** not to have been coined till 
the Year 1252, by the Florentines, when 
they defeated the forces of Siena at Mount 
Alcina. But the Hiftory oi Normandy tells 
us% the Duke, anno 1067, gave to thofc 
who were fent to him from Harold, a 
courfcr, a robe, and four florins of gold. 

Thefe florins* had on the one fide a 
large Jleur de lys, and round it floren- 
TiA. On the other fide the figure of 
St. ^obn Baptijl, patron of the city of 
Florence, from whence the Money had its 
name and original ; though others * think 
it was fo called from the flower de luce, 
which by allufion fliews it to be Floren-^ 
tine, as a rofe did Rhodian Money. It 
was of fine gold> eight to the ounce, and 

* Camden's Remains, p. 236. * Davenzati's Di(^ 

€Ourre. ^ Lib. 6. ch. 54, p. 79, in Le Blanc, p. 147. 

*Le Blanc, 154, 194, 20IJ^^ 204. « Darenzati's Dif- 

foarie, p. 12, V 

became 
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became celebrated all over Europe^ fothal Will. i. 
there hardly was a chriftian Prince, but win. n. 
itruck pieces of this fort. By this means ' 
the name of Florin was given to all gold 
Coin : but afterwiards, being coined in dif- 
ferent places, and of different values, the 
name of the place was added, by way of 
diftinftion, as Florins oi Florence, Florins of 
Venice^ Florins of France, which latter had 
FRANCiA, inftead oi Florentia -, but thofe 
of Florence retaining their purity, were 
univerfally efteemed in France as well as 
England, till our firft gold Money was 
coined, which from them was called a Flo* 
Tin, or Florence. ^ 



HENRY L A. D. 1 100. 

1 HE Penny of King Henry the Firft Henry L 
is faid * to be of the fame weight, 
linenefs, form of face, crofs, &c. as thofe 
of the Conqueror. But there are others, 
which exhibit his figure in different at- 
titudes, with fome variety, by which 
it appears they aimed at an improve- 

» Stow's Survey of London, Strype'* Edition, Book i, 
p. Zz% 

\ pient 
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ment of the ftamp in this reign. In fom« 
of thefe he appears with a crown compo&d 
of three fieurs de lys^ without any rays 
intermixed, or pearls at the ears i and this 
fort of crown is upon his great feal, as it 
is likewifeon that oi Henry the Second. 

One of thefe Pennies has his bead full 
faced and crowned, like Rufus^ with an 
annulet on each fide the head, hbnri* 

CUS REX. 

That in Speed has hi^ head full faced, 
with crown and fceptre fleurii henric 
REX. Reverfe, a compartment like a 
rofe of four leaves, with five annulett 
in crofs, and in each a pellet. 
J6 S. PI. I. Another placed to this King has his fide- 
' face looking to the right, holding a fcep- 
tre ^(?«r/ in his hand, henricus rex. 
• Reverfe,. a fquare figure with a crofs, like 
oneafcribed to Rufus; but in this the points 
both of the figure and crofs zxtjieuri. 
iS.Phl. There is another fort, whereon he is re- 
prefcntcd with his face a little inclined to 
the right, holding in his hand a broad 
fceptre, with a crofs pate, and on his head, 
a crown with three fieurs de lys^ henri, 
(or henric) rex, or rex angl. Re- 
verfe, 
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verfe, a crofs pate, with four jcfler in the H*nry i. 
quarters. 

Another, with the word pax; on the 
reverfe^ within two double lines^ and a 
couple of annulets above, and as many be* 
k)w, perhaps alluding to the peace he made 
with his elder brother, Robert Duke of 
Normnndjj which fccured him the quiet 
pofiefiion of the crown ; ' or (having no 
fceptre) it may be of Henry the Second, 
coined in the life of king St^ben^ after he 
had forced him to an agreement, and fe- 
cured the rcverfidn of the crown 5 for fome 
of OUT antiquaries are for placing thefe 
two laft to the Second Henry. 

Anno 1 106, in the fcventh of Henry the 
Firft (fays Stow*), it was ordered that the 
Penny fhould have a double crofs, with a 
creft, in fuch fort, that it might be eafily 
broken into Half- pence and Farthings; an 
abfurd and deftrudlive practice, as I have ob- 
ferved before ^ which needed not to be en- 
forced bylaw; on the contrary*, Simon 
Dunelniy and Hoveden^ who both lived near 
tlie time, inform us, that the King appointed 
Pence, Half-pence, and Farthings, fhould 

* Annals, p. 201. *> p. 37. « In Camden Britan- 
iiia« p. 177. £ng. HiH. Lib* p. 251, Chronicon Preciofum, 
p. 46. 

be 
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Henry I. bc all Found J and fomc of thefc ftn^l 
'"^^ pieces arc ftill to be fcen in feveral of the 
mufea of the curious, having the King's 
head crowned^ as on his Penny, with a 
pearled diadem ; but without any manner 
of infcription. Thefe are thought to be the 
firft Half-pence and Farthings : but by the 
Penny's being at the fame time appointed 
to be round, which never was coined other- 
wife, it plainly means only a new coinage, 
and a prohibition of all clipped and broken 
Money for the future. But this could not 
prevent the mifchief, notwithftanding fe- 
vere laws. It grew to fuch an excefs, that 
in the year 11 25, there was forced to be a 
re- coinage ; and Money-makers * through- 
i out all England being taken with falfe Mo- 
I ney, had their right hands cut oiF, and 
\ alfo their privy members, (a puniftiment 
\ lefs than death, and greater.) After this, 
by changing of the Money, all things be- 
came moft dear, whereof a right fore fa- 
mine enfued. Probably, this new coinage 
might have a different ftamp from the firfl 
Money, (which refembled his father's and 
brother's,) and may be thofe with the face 

* Stow's Annals, p. 141, 

inclined 
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incline^ to the right, having the broad Hcttrfi* 
fceptre, and Qvovinjieuru 



STEPHEN, A. to. I135. 

A' HE unfcttled ftatc of the nation StepKefi. 
during King Stepbefis reigh, ittay be dif* 
covered by the Money. It began to im» 
prove under Henry the Fir ft> but now grew 
wotfe, that * fcarce ortc piece in ten was 
good. It is no wonder then> that it is fo 
great a rarity to have a fair Coin of King 
Stephen. There feems, however^ to have 
been a great deal of Money coined of fome 
fort or other ; for befides the mints in eVefy 
chief town, which paid an acknowledg- 
ment ^ pro cunHs moneta aceipiendts^ that is> 
for their dyes or ftamps, every ^ Bifliop add 
Baron ufurped this prerogative, and erefted 
a mint, and had each his own Coin : But* 
in the month of May 11491 Hettry the 
Empfefs's fon, (afterwards Yiin^ Henry the 
Second) coming into England, with a great 

• William Malmfbury, anno 1 1 4O. ^ finglifli Hift. lib. 
p. 25 1 . c Carod«n's Remains, 238, Stow's Annals frcm 
Hovedien, x^, 147. ^ StQV^r, p. 146, 147, frcmHovcden. 

E com-* 
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Stephen, company of chofen men of arms^ and otherSf 
many caiUes and ftrong holds were de« 
livered, and he made a new Coin, which 
was caUed t^ Duies Chin ; and a fterwa rds 
(I fuppofc when he was King) the Duke 
did inhilnt the moft part of thcfe Coins, 

The Abbot ' of St. Auguftine in CanHr- 
bury 9 in right, of his abbatie, had cuneum 
moneta, allonvance of mintage and coinage 
of Money, by Ae grant of King Atbelfian^ 
which continued until the time of King 
Stephen^ and then was utterly loft. J&H^ 
ve/ier,thc 45th Abbot, whodied anno ii6ij 
being the laft Abbot that enjoyed it. As all 
thefe little mints were ef ihort continuance, 
and the Money coined therein foon called 
in, we hardly know what they were. 

The Pennies of King Stephen are of two 
forts, one with the full, or rather fide^face, 
fliewing both the eyes ; the other fort in 
profile, of which fome look to the right, 
and fome to the left, hqlding in his hand 
a fceptre fleuri^ and on his head a crown 
Jkuriy appearing fometimes with one arch,, 
and fometimes with two arches, and a 
Jleur de lis in the middle i but whether 

* Somner's Andq. o( Cant. 4to. Lond. 1(540, p. 54, 55. . 

thefe 
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thefe were really intended for arcJics, Stephe'rii 
is uncertain ; they rather feem to owe theif 
form to the fault of the workman, or clfe 
he meant to exprefs the cap or covef ing of 
the head j for upon his great feal he has 
an open ctownjleuri, 

Thefe Pennies arc infcrihccJ Stjepn 2S. Pt.l» 
REXj being commonly mif-fpelt* Rcverfc,a 
double crofs pellet^ a€ the points, termi- 
nating at the inner circle, within a com-^ 
partment or rofe of four leaves, the points 
^euri in each quarter of the crofs, and 
coined at LondoHz 

That in Speed is fomethihg Angular^ 
having his figure in profile, looking to the 
left> holding in his hand a fpcar, with a 
Arean^r or ftandard flit at the end, and 
charged with a crofs, pretty much like 
what we fee upon his great feaL This 
ftreamer*is never to be found on feals, 
but upon thofc of fovercign Princes ; undet 
the ftandard is a ftar^ which we may like- 
wife fee upon his great feaL 

Another has two fmall figures ftandin^j t s.PlL 
and looking towards each other, fuppofcd ^* 
to be Stephen and Henry ^ fupporting be- 
tween them a figure, like the ftem of a 

» Sandford, p. rS. 

E a tree^ 
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Stephen, trcc, With a fleur de lis 9t the top, step, 
^ "^^^ Rcvcrfe, a croh jkuri^ with the nails in the 
quarters, and in the place of the infcrip- 
tion, figures and other devices. 

Another faid * to have two angels, is 
more probably the two figures as the for- 
mer, STiEFEN RE. with a reverfe like the 
FitA fFil/iam's. 

Mr. T^horejby ^ mentions a coin of Eujla-- 
tius^ fon to King Stephen^ who died before 
him, EisTAOHivs ; inftcad of a head, the 
figure of a horfc, and on the reverfe, a large 
crofs of flowers de lys, that fills the area, 
without any infcription. 
iS. Pl.i. Another of Eujlatiusy has his figure 
flanding fideways, holding a broad fword 
eredt before him, and behind him a flar, 
having an ornament or covering upon his 
head, as before defcribed upon Prince 
Robert's Coin, evstacivs. Reverfe, a 
pellet in each quarter of a crofs, within a 
compartment of four leaves, eboraci 
ED TS. This Prince ^ was fent by his fa- 
ther to Torky a fort of Governor, in the dif- 
pute with Henry MurdoCy the twenty-ninth 
Bifliop of that fee, who obtained it with- 

» Eng. Hift. lib. p. 252. *> Thorelbjr, p. 131. 
* Drake's Antiq. of York, Append, cvii, 

out 
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out King Stephen'^ confent ; and being re- Stephen, 
fufed entrance into Tork^ returned to 
Beverley^ where he thundered out his 
Anathemdsj and interdidled the whole city. 
Euftace being then at Tork^ and not able to 
perfuade the Archbifliop to take it oiF, by 
his own authority caufed proclamation to 
be made, that all divine offices fhould be 
performed as ufual. It is probable thefc 
pieces were ftruck during this time of his 
government. 



HENRT 11. A. D. 1154. 

JL HIS King feems to have been the Henry ll./ 
firft, from the conqucft, that made any 
confiderable regulations in Money affairs. 
He fupprelTed * the mints which every Earl 
and Baron had in King Stephen*^ time, 
altered the Coin which was corrupted by 
counterfeits, by the Traporites or Ufurers^ 
who were grievoufly punifhed. He alfo 
granted liberty of coining to certain cities 
and abbies, allowing them one ftaple and 
two puncheons at a rate, with certain re- 
ftridtions. 

« M.Paris in Camdftfs Britan. p. 2j8. Stowe/p. iSS« b. 

E 3 Anna 
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Henry IT. .AnttQ 1 1 56 % in his third year; he coined 
pew Moj^ey, which only was current in 
the reajm, and iall other Coins were for- 
bidden. In 1 159 he made a new Coin in 
Bn^hnd i and in u 80, Philip Aymary "^ of 
"Toitrs was fent for to new-coin the Money, 
which was done, and made all round, as 
^ys Radulfde Diceto : fo fays Stont^p whp 
^d\U it aoew Coin, (meaning a new coin.. 
4ge) which was made by commandment 
of King Henry the father, and that it was 
piade round;, but not without great burthen 
4x> the poor inhabitants of the realm ; 
whereby it is obvious, by making it round, 
he meaii^ recoining it, and calling in all 
the bad, light, and broken Money, which 
otherwife could have been no burthen to 
the people. It was upon this occafion, 
perhaps, that the Bifliop of Salijhury % then 
treasurer, eftabliihcd the miles ar^enta-^ 
riusy or aflay-mafter, to try the Money 
brought in ; and from hence we may pro- 
bably owe the firft introdudtion oijierlin^ 
for the ft^ndard of our Money^, as has been 
difcuffed more fully under the vjox^jlerling^ 

^ Stoiw, 149, 156. ^ Chronicon Preciofum^ p. 66. 
p Lownds's ElTay, p. 165, from the Black Bookia the Ex^ 
theqqer, 

We 



OP Engijish Money. 55 

We have obfcrvcd under the preceding Henry n. 
reigti, that this Prince cominginto England, ^^ ^ 
\n the month of May 1149^ in order to 
dflert his right to the crown^ made a new 
Coin, which was called /Af Dukes Coin 2 
what fort of Money it was we don't know^ 
but it may probably be one of thofe pieces 
which are doubtfully afcribcd to the two 
firft Henrieu But after the agreement 
between him and King Stephen, pieces were 
coined with both their figures thereon, as 
has been ihewn. 

It is with great uncertainty the Coins of 
Henry the Firft and Second arc placed to 
their right owners, and even fomc of the 
Third Henry, if any without numerah 
belong to that Prince. Thofe that have 
generally been placed to Henry the Seconc^ 
may be thus defcribed: they have the 
King's head within the lefTer circle, with 
a large beards fuU*faced and crowned ; the 
the crown confifling of a row of points, 
or pearls, comtmnly five in number, and a 
crofs of the fame m the middle, the right 
hand appearing in the infcription, holding 
a fceptre with a crofs of pearls, circum- 
fcribcd, henricvs rex. Reverfe, a crofs i s. Pl.r. 
oi double lines, pellete at the points, ap*- '* 
E 4 pearing 
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Henry 11. pcaring like bones, (cxadly like his prectc* 
ccffors) and in each quarter, four pellets 
in crofs, ricard on hicol [Lincoln] 
ALLwiNE ON ocs, [Oxford] on lvn. 
on wilt, on sedm. [St. EdmunJ^ury] 

NICOLE ON EVE [TTork] ARNAVD ON CA, 
ILGE ON CANT. RAVF ON NORWICH. 

ILGER ON LVND. There being One of the 
name of this laft, who was Ctifios Moneta 
at London the fixth of Henry the Third, 
has made fome place thefe to that King : 
but befides the great uncertainty in this 
cafe, by reafon that perfons of the fame 
name might have the fan^e office, in dif- 
ferent reigns ; they would hardly have 
reprefented Henry the Third, in the fix- 
teenth year of his age, with an old face, 
and a long beard, and a different crowo, 
fccptre, and rcverfe, from what was after- 
wards ufed upon his moneys neither would 
they have omitted to add the number to 
his name, which, no doubt, was ufed to 
diilinguifh his Coins from the Firft and 
Second Henry, from the beginning of hi« 
reign. 

The draught which Speed gives us of 
this King's Coin,4ias his head full-faced, 
with a crown Jleuri^ like that upon his 

great 
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^reat feal, and three rows of pearls upon Henry ir. 
the circle, having drops like ear-rings, of 
^ree pearls eaqh, pendant at his ears ; in 
his right hand a fccptre fieuriy and on the 
left fide a flower, henricvs rex. Reverfe, 
in the inner circle a compartment of four 
leaves, in form of a crofs, with a like flower 
and pellets crofs-wife in the middle, and a 

^ur de lis in each quarter. 

There is one, afcribed to the younger 
Henry^ who was crowned King in his 
fathcr^s lifetime, but died before him, 
having bis buft to the fl:oxnach, thp head 
in profile turned to the right, and in that 
hand a fceptre. 

Another, Ihavefeen, infcribed HENRt* 
CVS I. REX. in all other refpefts like thofe 
of King Henry the father ; whether the 
ftroke after Henricus be intended for a 
numeral, to diftinguifh the father's from 
the fon's, after the fon was crowned King 
in his fixteenth year, or for a letter, to dif- 
tinguifh the Junior from the fenior, or only 
a blunder of the graver, I fhall not take 
upon me to determine. But, methinks, 
that with two faces, which Speed places to 
JRicBardy is much more likely to reprefent 

thefe 
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Henry ir.-thcfe two Henries, the rcvcrfc being like-*-. 
wife cxadtly like jEZi?»ry the Second's Money^ 
and fo vice verfa, may ferve to afcertaiin 
Henry the Second's Money. 



JilCHARD I. A.D. 1189. 

"^ch.i. Richard the Firft is reprefented 
rather as a corrupter than a refiner of our 
Englijh Coin. He was no fooner feated 
on the throne, than be prepared to leave it,, 
in order to perform the vow he made 
before hh father's death, to go to the holy 
war. To provide himfelf for this cruiade, 
befides * ninety thoufand pounds of his 
father's treafure, together with plate, 
jewels, and precious ftones, and ** three 
thoufand and fixty marks of filver, and 
three hundred and five of gold, that came 
to him by the death of the Bifhop of Ely^ 
he ufed a thoufand fhifts to gather Money, 
as if he never meant to return. This fo 
cxhaufted the nation, that when, after-' 
wards. Money was to be raifed to pay his 
ranfom, the Clergy were forced to bring 

•Mat, Paris. * Daniel's Hift. of England, p. 96. 

ia 
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\xi their churchrplate ^, and inftead thereof^ Rich» L 
made ufe of latten ^ for fbme hundred years 
afterwards. It wais probably upon this 
occaiion, the Eafierlmgs% fkilful in mint 
matters and allays^ were fent for^ to bring 
the Coin to perfe<9:ion. Not that the ran^^ 
fom was coined into Money, as Stow^ has it; 
for, by agreement, it was to be * one hun-» 
4red and fifty thoufand marks of pure filver 
of Cohgn weight j but xhtEqfierlings might 
refine it to the ftandard agreed, which in 
all likelihood was fterling, being the pureft 
and fineil filver then ufed» and is called 
coining, in the fenfe that tin blocks are 
faid to be coined in the dutchy of Cornwall^ 
ami perhaps had fome ftamp like them, to 
denote their goodnefs ; and in this refpedl; 
may be faid to be coined into Money, as 
it anfwered all the purpofes of Money. 

After King Richard' % return from his 
imprifonment^notwithftanding the poverty 
of the nation, he found means to raife mora 
Money, to carry on his deiigns againft 
'France} when he like wife granted licence f 

» Stow*s Aimals> p. i6i. *» Fuller's Holy War, cap. 13. 
li^?» 3» p. 1 30. « Camden's Remans, ch. Money. * An- 
imals, p. 161 . « Daniel's Hill, of England, p. loj. ^ Stow, 
p* 163, from HoYcdcn, 

to 
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Rich.!, to Philippe his chaplain^ late made Bilhop 
of Durham J to coin Money ; which liberty 
none of his predeccflbrs had enjoyed of 
long time before. From hence it may be 
.prefumed there was Money coined both in 
the King's and the Bifhop's mints, though 
we have now none remaining. Speed in- 
deed gives us a draught of one of his Pen- 
nies having his head full-faced, and crowned 
with an open crown jkurij and another 
head, or rather face, fomething fmaller, 
joined at the eyes, to the left fide of the 
King's face, the upper part of the head 
ferving to both, the right hand appearing 
in the legend, holding a fceptre with a 
crofs, having pearls at the points, ricvs 
R -s REX. Reverfc, within the inner circle, 
t double crofs, and a fingle one in each 
quarter, exadlly like Henry the Second's 
Money ; and had not Speed placed it to this 
.King, I (hould very readily have concluded 
it to be the figures of Henry II. and his 
Ton, whofe heads are properly reprefented 
bnited under one crown, as they reigned 
together ; but I cannot recoUeft any cir- 
cumftance of YimgRichard^s reign, whereon: 
to ground fuch a conjun(ftion, nor is there 

any in the legend to favour it^ 

Another 
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Another of this fort in Mr. ^boreJby\ • Rich, l 
coIle£tion» being broken^ has only R^x^g pjj^ 
AN GL. legible. According to the draughty ^^9- . 
the head is joined to the other on the right 
lide^ and has a different reverfe^ viz. a 
lingle crofs, extending to the edge of the 
Coin, and three pellets in each ^ quarter, 
being coined at London ; but for want of 
the name, it determines nothing. 

I have never feen, or heard of any other 
Coins attributed to this King, except one, 
which, by miftake, is placed under his 
head in the cut to Rapin's Hiftory, being 
a coin of Edward the elder, having his 
head full-faced, with a crown like that of 
Henry the Second, infcribed edpaerd 
REX. Reverfe, a fmall crofs, and an an* 
nulet ; which feverfe is peculiar to that 
King's Money, dorr on eoferp. TAor. 
on Eoferwic \Tork]. The refcmblance of 
the firft letter to an r^ and the imperfea 
ftamp of the reft, muft have occafioned the 
miftake. 

* MufaBam, >r 142. 
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yOHN^ A. D* 1199. 

John. 1 HIS King is faid to be the firft that 
called in the EaJierlingSy to reduce the 
filver Money to its due finenefs, from 
whence it had the name oijlerling ; but, 
as I have obferved before, fterling was the 
known and approved ftandard in England, 
in all probability, from the beginning of 
King Henry the Second's reign. But King 
jfohn was undoubtedly the firft who intro- 
duced fterling Money in Ireland. In the 
year 1210, fays Stow, in the month of 
jfune^ the King led an army into Ireland, 
expulfed Hugh Lacy^ and brought all Ire^ 
land under his fubjeftion. This was in his 
eleventh year, when John de Grey^, (Bifhop 
of Norwich, and Lord Juftice of Ireland) 
by the King's command, caufed Pence and 
Farthings fStow^ {<iys both Halfpence and 
Farthings) to be ftamped, of the fame 
weight and finenefs with thofe of England, 
which had an equal currency in both 
kingdoms. King John made the ftandard 
of Iri/h Money equal to the Englijh, at the 

' Mat: Paris> ad Ann. 12 lo. Holingfhed^ p. 174. 
* p. i68- 

fame 
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ilime time th9t he publifhed the laws of John.- 
England f and required the execution of "^ 'r' 
thern^ in his new eredied counties in that 
kingdom. 

Thefe Pence and Halfpence haj^e hisiS.PH. 
head full-faced, with a crow/» flcuri^ '^' 
(whereas that on his great feal has rays 
like an eaftern crown) holding in his right 
hand ^ fccptre, with a crofs flory like leaves, 
and on the other fide a rofe, or flower, with 
four leaves, all within a triangle, intended 
to reprefent the Irijh harp, circumfcribed, 

JOHANNES, or JOHANNES REX. Rcvcrfc, 

within a like triangular harp, a crcfcent, 
and blazing ftar or planet, (as we fee upon 
his brother Richard* s firft great feal) and 
three lefler ftars in the angles, each point 
of the triangle terminating in a crofs pate, 
and the like crofs on each fide, above the 
legend, roberd on dive. Divelin or 
Dublin. 

There is another piece o( John's IriJh 
Money> or rather Money coined in Ireland^ 
the head and reverfe both rcfembling the 
Englijh Monsy, having his head full faced, 
without the triangle, but with the title 
of Dominus Hibernia ; and reverfe, a crofs, 
with an annulet in each quarter. King 

Henry 
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John. Henry ^ his father, in a parliament at Oxford, 
^'^"^ granted him the kingdom of Ireland; and 
in the annals of Ireland* we read, that 
yoiannes, Filius Regis, Dominus Hibernia, 
(as he ftiles himfelf alfo upon his feal) 
de dono patris^ venit in Hiberniam, annd 
atatisfua duodecimo ; which will fall in the 
twenty-fifth year of his father's reign, 
anno 1 1 78 * Upon this occafion, no doubt, 
he aflerted his prerogative of coining 
Money, ftiling \x\\xii^i Dominus Hibernia ; 
which title being granted to him, neither 
his father nor brother ufed. But John 
retained it after he was King, being the 
firft that ufed that title. 

The Coins that have been hitherto found 
of King Jobn^ are all Irijh^ but we muft 
not therefore conclude he coined no Money 
in England. If King Richard exhaufted 
the wealth of the nation, and coined very 
little Money, there was the greater need of 
it in the reign of his fucccflbr. Utom 
pbferves, that in his feventh year, the Penny 
was fo fore clipped, there was no remedy 
but to have it renewed. Now, there was 
no mint ereded in Ireland till the latter 
end of his eleventh, or the beginning of 

* Seldco^ Tit. Hon. p. 3S. 1631. 

his 



hh tWblfth year p and it is oot Kkeiy the 
ttation flioekl fnffer this incoiiVerdehce near 
five years lenger, till his ccs^queft of ^e^ 
/ami, and then that laillioiK fhfoulid be &nt 
tlxither to be coined^ and! afterwairds fen€ 
back again in Money for the tsie of Eng-^ 
hmd; for that this Irifh Money was to b« 
equally current in botb^ was the naturals 
confequencc of its being made of eqiml 
weight and fincnefs with the Engtijhy not 
that it was coined^ as Engl^ Money, foi* 
the ufe of England: nor is it probable the 
mints in England fhould ftand ftill foif 
eighteen years that this King reigned, efpe* 
cially the Bifhops' mints j for in his fixth 
yrar is^ a grarif • of this privilege to the 
Bi&opof Chichefteri fiktis qMd cmctjjimui 
i^eneratli pafri mfiro Giceftef Epifcopo^ 
quod haBeat cuncnta- JUum in vivitati 
Giceftriag, ^c. tep^ 29- ApriL Many 
dthers ckimed the fame pfivikg^* And, 
according to StO'tta ^ in the ninth of King 
"John there was^, bcfides the mint at Lon-^ 
dony other mint& at Canterbury y Winchefler, 
ChichepTy Exeter y RdcheJieTy Ipfwichy Nor-- 
wkhy Linnty Lincoln y Torky Carlijley North- 

« Claaf. Q Joh. m. 3. in Blourit*s Liw Dia. Verb. Ca^ 
neum Monetae. i» Survey of Lend. Strype's Edit. voL i ^ 
lib. I. p. 83. 

V ampton^ 
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amptoHj Oxfbrdy St, Edmund/bury^ and Dur* 
bam. The rcafon why wc do not find 
Englijh^ as well as Irijh Coins, may be, 
that there was but little coined in the Eng^ 
hjh mints. And the clippers, who were 
very notorious in 'England^ were not fo bad, 
or hardly known in Ireland •y whereby fome 
of the latter efcaped, though in fuch fmall 
quantities, that even an Irijh Coin of King 
yobn'% is a very great rarity. 



HENRTlll. A. p. 1216. 

J^^-^ i H E ftate of the Money muft have 
been very bad at the beginning of Henry 
the Third's reign, confidering how little 
had been coined, and how much had been 
confumed by his two immediate prede- 
ceflbrs : and though there was probably a 
great deal of Money coined in the former 
part of his reign, (for there is a grant * 
for the Bifliop of Tork'^ mint in his fe- 
cond year) it was fquandered away in 
two fruitlefs expeditions to France^ in 
one of which, in his twenty-fifth year, 

» Claufe 2 Hen. 3. m* 6, 

he 
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fac is faid' to have carried out no lefs Men. IIL 
than thirty barrels of fterling Coin. The 
Money was likewife (p corrupted^ in thofe 
days by deteftablc clippers^ and falfe coiners^ 
that neither the Eng/ijh, nor even foreigners, 
could look Upon it unconcernedly: for it 
Mras clipped almoil to the inncrmoil ring> 
and the border of letters either wholly 
taken away, or very much diminiftied. 
Whereupon proclamation was made in 
all cities, boroughs, markets, and fairs, 
that no piece of Coin fliould pafs, un- 
lefs it were of lawful weight, and of 
circular form ; and that the tranfgref- 
fors of this proclamation (hould be pu- 
niihed. 

Stridl enquiry wis alfo made after the 
authors of this mifchief, who were chiefly 
the Corfini^ a knot of Italian bankers, 
who, under pretence of coming hither to 
traffic, by the Pope's encouragement, car- 
ried on their ufury, and other oppreflive 
exadions. There were alfo many jeiJDs and 
Flemijh merchants in the confederacy ; and 
fuch of them as could be apprehended, 
were immediately executed* 

* Daniel's Hift. p. 136. fol. Lond. 1621. ^ Mat. 
Paris^ 1247-48, 32 H. 3. 

Fa The 
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The old Money was caUcd m% aod it 
was thought good to change the fame^ and 
to. make it bafcr^ Whereupon ftamps were 
graven, of a new inciiian or cut, and fent 
to the abbey of Bury in Stiffhlk^ to Can^ 
terburyy Diuelin^ and other pkces, forbid^^ 
ding to ufe any other ftamp^ than was ufed 
at the Exchange or Mint at London. All 
the old ftaoips were called in ; the old ]V£o<> 
ney was exchanged for new, allowing thir- 
teen Pence, for every Pound, to, the. great 
damage pf the people, who, befides. their 
travel, charge, and long attendance, re« 
ceived of the bankers fcarce twenty Shil- 
lings for thirty^ And the reafon of this 
oppreffion appears to be, becaufe this re- 
coinage was farmed by the Earl of Corn^ 
nvall^ who was accountable to the King on- 
ly for the third part. By this nyeans the 
grievance wa£i increafed^ inftead of being 
redreiTed 5 and the fame Earl of Cornwall^ 
in the forty fii:ft yc^r of King Henry ^ be-, 
ing elefted King of the Romans , isfaid ** to 
have carried into Germany^ feven. hundred 
thoufand Pounds flerling in ready Money ; 
an immenfe fum in thofe days, which^ 

* Stow's Annals, anno 1247, p. 187, MaJ, Paris,, m 
anno 1 247. Camden's Remains^^ ch. Money. ^ Rapio 
inH. 3. voL I. p. 331. 

added 
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•ttdded to what the Pope had drawn out of Hen. IIL 
the nation, mide a very great fcarcity of 
Mon^. It was to this want of Moneys 
more than corn, (for corn had feveral 
times been deafer than it was then) that 
made proviiion fo fcarce, that an author' 
fays, he faw people fighting for the car«- 
cafTes of dead dogs, and other carrion, and 
to eat the wafh that was fet for the hog^, 
aA4 niany died df hunger. But by the 
quantity of thi^ King's Coin ftill ejktant, it 
{tttns the nation was better fupplied af^ 
terward^, probably in his fifty-firfl: year, 
when it was enaded^ that an Englijh Pen* 
ny, called a Steriing^ round, and without 
clipping, ihould weigh thirty-two wheat 
corns in the midft df the ear, twenty 
Pence aa ounce, and twelve ounces a 
Pound. 

The Penny ti Henry the Third, is known 
by the number III, or the word TVrdf, 
though it is otherwife fufficiently diftin- 
guifhed Irom that oi Henry the Second, The 
crown, (infiead of a row with five points 
or pearls, withacrofs in the middle) coniifts 
of a thick line^ raifed at each end, or termi- 

* The Author 6f Walter dc Coventry's Joliiw. * Sxzu 
51. H. 3. p. lo.feft. J. 

F 3 nating 
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Hen. TIT. nating in a large pearl ; in the middle, »-' 
bove, having a fieur de lis^ inftead of the 
crofs, and three pearls, or points below. 
But on both his great feals, the crown is 
compofcd of leaves, like a ducal coronet, 
and on the rcverfe, crowns feuri. The 
face is likewife more youthful than the Se-r 
cond Henrys^ and the beard reprefented by 
a number of dots, or points, as if to give 
him an artificial beard, becaufc at firft be 
had not a natural one ; and this being ufed 
in the beginning of his reigiif was thercr 
fore probably continued throughout. - 

Of thefe Coins, there are two forts ; one 
with the fceptre, and one without* In 
that w^hcreon the fceptre is wanting, the 
infcription begins from a mullet over the 
iS.Pi. i^head, henkicvs rex hi, or terci. 
And the reverfc, (on all alike) has a 
double crofs, extending to the edge of the 
Coin, and three pellets in each quarter, 

NICOiE, or HENRI, ON LVNp. HVQ, ON 
WILTON, NICOLE ON CANT, &C. Ojl 

the Other fort, the right hand appears in 
the legend, holding a fceptre, with the 
ctok ov Jfeuri, the infcription beginning 
from the point pf the fceptre, and the nu- 
merals falling on the fide of it» NJCOLfi 

RE* 



No. ii> 



dp EngIish Money* yt 

ItENAVD. RIGARD>Or HENRIC ON LVND Hen* Ilf •] 
CANT. WILLEM ON CANT. RICARD ON 

DVRH. As for thofe pieces without the 
Aumbery which, from the name of the 
mint-mafter, are thought to belong to this 
Henry, they are fo like the other Coins of 
Hinry the Second, and fo different- froni 
thofe of ' this Henry with the numerals, 
(which doubtlefs was inferted from the firff 
coinage, to diftinguifti this Prince's Money 
from the two firft Henrys) that there is no 
probability they were Henry the Third's. 

Befides thefe Pennies, he likewife coined 
Half-pence and Farthings, as appears by 
fome in colledtions. 

In his thirty-fifth year, he caufed * a 
new Coin to be ftruck in Ireland, which, 
'tis thought, was caufed by the fubfidies 
then demanded of that kingdom by Pope 
Innocent the Fourth. Thefe Pennies have 
his head crowned Mkttht Englifl), holding 
a fceptre in his right hand, with the crofs 
of pellets, and on the left fi^e a rofe of 
five leaves, henricvs rex iii. Re- 
vcrfe, the double crofs and pellets, like the 
Englijh Penny, ricard on dive. 

. * I Rot. Clattf. 36 H. 3. 1 Rymer> torn. i. p. 462. 

F4 We 
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jicn, »t. y/§ ^e ^4 ^"PiU the ipwittfeript Cbro<# 
lMpl# ^ pf tli? <utjr of liwdon, that thif 
^ing, in JiS5*t coined ^ Pen^f of pure 
gpild, pf tb/^ wft^ght pf two 5terliqg«> m^ 
«90)^aa4«4 it Jl^ould go for twenty Sbil- 
liing^i J^Vt thif i$ fuch a (ingukr a^ertion« 
fifi4 fo «>^tr?UTr to experience, that it re^ 
ftS4fff.;tP.hQ c^rfoiK^rated by other jiroofB^ 
}>^fp«p;>? PW b§ »(Jiftittcd to any degree pf 
^pb|l)ijity, 



^DW4RD !• after the ContjUcft, 

A, D, J272t 

Fdw. I. X H I S magnanimous Prince, amongft 
other great atchievemcnts of his prudent 
government, reftored and eftablifhed good 
Money for the ufe of his people. At 
his acceffion to the throne, he foiind the 
treafury empty, and the Coin in a very 
bad condition. The fcarcity in the pre- 
ceding reign, had encouraged the bring- 
ing in a great deal of bafe Money, to 
fupply the want of better; and King Ed^ 
^varJ's abftnce, near two years after his 
father '^ (katb, increaf^^d this evil» fo 

that 
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ibtt the m0& remarkaible deoeits and cor- *Edw. i. 
ruptioas aiseibundin this reign, when*' 
there was imported (bdidos clipped Stei-^ 
Jiings) a fort of Uglit Money with a iiiitrd, 
another withv :a Man, a third of copper 
blanched, inimitation o£ the Englijh Mo^ 
fiey, a fourth like that of King Edward^ a 
fifth kind that was plated, and others, 
IcAOwp by the names of Mitres^ Leonines^ 
Pollard^^ Cr$iarJs, Rojarys, Staldings^ 
SfeepmgSf Envies and Rofarys^ which were 
coined in parts beyond the feas, privately 
hroaght into the kingdoni, and uttered 
here for Sterlings, though not worth above 
dfl Half-penny. 

To deter perjbns from carrying on this 
pernicious pra<aicc, foon after King Ed- 
card's return to England, it was enacted % 
that fuch as were taken for falfc Money, 
ihould n6t be bailed. And for the better 
reftoring the Coin to its ancient purity, in 
his third year he eftablifhed a certain ftand- 
ard, as we are informed by an old ledger- 
book^ of the abbey of St. Edmund/bury^ 
which was thus ordered by Gregory Rock-- 
ley^ then Mayor of London^ and mint- 

• Lawnds, p, €. Camden'^ Remains, StXW. ' St. 3. 
£. I. c. I5« f Cami Remains, 

matter. 
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maAer, " That in a pound of Mongr, 
** containing twelve ounces, there ihould 
-** be eleven ounces two Pence Farthing 
/*;jpure leaf filver, commonly called filver 
■i" of Gutberon Lane, and feventeen Pence 
i5 ; Half-penny Farthing allay; the iaid 
.**. .Pound to* weigh twenty Shillings and 
^^^three Pence in account, the ounce 
** twenty Pence, every Penny twenty-four 
/* grains and a half." And this feems to 
have been the ftandard all this reign ; for 
in his twenty-eighth year, an indented 
Itrial piece * of the goodnefs of old Ster- 
ling.. W9S .lodged in the Exchequer, and 
every pound weight Troy of fuch filver. 
Wis to be (horn at twenty Shillings and 
three Pence; according to which the va- 
lue of filver in the Coin, was one Shilling, 
eight Pence Farthing an ounce. But there 
js no indenture ^ of the mint, by which 
we can certainly judge of the finenefs 
and allay in the fabrication of the 
Money, till the reign of Edward the 
Third. 

In his feventh year, the Money'' was ib 
much defaced by rounding or clipping, it 

*.Lownds, p. 20, 34. > Lownds, p. zo* * DanieU 
p. i6t. 

was 
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airas called in, and recoincd. And the yews, Edw. l. 
who were the chief authors . of* the mif- : 
chief, were feiajcd throughovit'£«^/tf/?^ in 
one 4ay, that the guilty might not efcape^ 
and two hundred and eighty convi<fted of 
clipping and coining were executed at 
JLondan, befidcs great numbers in other 
parts of the kingdom, by which the King 
was a great gainer: and fometime after 
a Hop being put to their ufary, by the 
ilatute de Judiaifmo, they left the kingdom 
ibr a time. At the fame time', the fo- 
reign bafe Money beforementioned was 
cried down by proclamation, except Pol^ 
lards and Crokards^ which were to pafs at 
half; but afterwards they were, totally 
prohibited. 

But the greateft improvement of the 
Money, fecms to have been in the eighteenth 
year of this reign, when the King, to per- 
feft this great work, fent for William de 
^urnemere^, and his brother Peter, and 
others from Marfeilles, and one Frifcobald, 
and his companions from Florence, ^Ltid 
employed them in the making of Money, 
and buying and exchanging of filver; and 
the fame year there is an indenture of the 

» Camden's Remms, ^ Lownds, p. 19, 94. 

mint 
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mint for thac purpoie. Upon this oca» 
fion, the King had thirty furnaces at Ltm*^ 
Jon, eight at CanUrbury, (befides three dbe 
Archbifhops' had there) twelve at Briftol 
twelve at Tork, and mone in other great 
towns; in all which places the King's 
changers^ at certain rates or prices pre^ 
fcribed to them, took in the clipped, round«- 
ed and counterfeit Monies, to be recoined> 
and bought gold and filver of the mer-i* 
<hants, and others, to be fabricated into 
new Money. At the fame time it waft 
ordained, ^uod proclametur per totum reg^ 
TtuTHy qwd nulla fiat tonfura de nwa m&neta^ 
fuh periculo vitiey & membrcrum^ & amif^ 
fionis omnium terrarum & tenementorum^ &€. 
And this new Money (as appears by the 
Red-69ok) was made in the following man« 
ner. Firft, it was caft from the melting 
pot into long bars, thofe bars were cut with 
iheers into fquare pieces, of exadt wefightsj 
then with the tongs and hammer they 
were forged into a round fhape; after 
which they were blanched, that is, niade 
white or refulgent by nealing or boil* 
ing, and afterwards ftamped or imprefled 
with an hammer, to malpe them perfe<9: 
Money. And this kind of hammered 

Money 
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Money contidauecl through alJt the fuo E4w^i. 
ceeding reign)8» till the ymr i66'3.» when 
tise milled Money^ took place. 

The kiDgdom being thisfir fupplied with; 
good Moneyv it was neccfiary, (ia order tor 
kecp> it fo) to piolbitbit the^ ufe of bad : for 
which purpofe it was eoafked \ that ao/ 
o^o: Coin ihould be curreot but of the 
King oi England, Ireland, and Scotland^, 
that fuch as arrived in England fromt be- 
^nd feas» fhould. fhew the Money diey 
fawiig^t to die King's officers, and not to^ 
l)id& it between clothes, in fardels, or in^ 
lialiss, (as had been the pra<5tice) upon pain^ 
of forfeiting body and goods ; and if any* 
Aich were found, he which found the fame, 
to have four Pence of the Pound, and the 
wft to' the King : that if any found Mo- 
il^ of other Coin than of England, Ireland. 
or Scotland, or rounded' Money, to break' 
theJ(ame» and falfe Money, to be pierced, 
without reftoring it. And becaufe many 
pf^ple could not know the light and clip- 
ped Moneys it. was ordained to pafs by 
weight of five Shillings of even weight by 
the tumbrell, delivt^red by tl>e warden of 

• Stat, de Moiwta, ao E. u Tea. i- Raftal, Money, 
No. I. 

the 
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Edw. 1. the Exchange, marked with the King'ii 
mark ; and any man might pierce the Mo«> 
ney that did not weigh the tumbrell ; and 
the Money of other Coin was to be weighed, 
and if the new Money wanted four Pence 
in twenty Shillings, and the old Mon^ 
wanted Six-pence, to return it ; and if 
above Six-pence, to be done of them as 
of the reft. 

But becaufe Engltjh clipped Money, and 
foreign counterfeit Money, was ftill brought 
into the realm, it was forbid % upon for- 
feiture of the Money for the firft offence, 
the fame with all other goods found for 
the fecond, and for the third, forfeiture of 
body and goods : and all perfons having 
fuch rounded or counterfeit Money, were 
prefently to pierce the fame, and fend it to 
the Exchange to be new coined, or other- 
wife to be forfeited. 

The King's Exchange ^ here mentioned,^ 
was near unto the cathedral church of 
St. Pau/'s, and is to this day commonly^ 
called the Old Change i but in evidences the 
Old Exchange. The King's exchanger in 
this place, was to deliver out to every other 

• Stat, of fmall Money, Rafta!, No. z. ^ Strype's 
Stow, p. 83. 

exchanger 
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achanger throughout England^ or other Mw. i. 
the King's dominions, their coining irons, 
that is to fay, one ftandard or flaple, and 
two truflels, or puncheons, and when the 
feme were fpent or worn, to receive them, 
with an account what fum had been coined ; . 
and alfo their pix or box of aflay, and ta 
deliver other irons new graven, &c. 

Afterwards^ in a parliament at Stebun-- 
heath *, holden in the houfe of Henry Wa^ 
ieis^ Mayor of London^ Pollards^ Crokards^ 
&c. were prohibited ^ to be brought into 
the realm, on forfeiture of life and goods, 
and filver Coin or plate prohibited to be 
carried out ; and all who brought Money 
from France^ were to carry it to the table 
at Dover y and receive current Money of 
the realm. The calling in of thefe P^/- 
lards * and Crokards, and the new flamp- 
ing them again, yielded fomething to the 
King's coffers. Alfo, in his thirty-firft 
year, he revived the ftatutc of the fifty-firft 
Henry the Third, concerning yyrcights and 
meafures, whereby the Englijh Penny, 
called a Sterling, was to weigh, as former- 

• Stow's Survey of Lond. ^ Stat, de falfa Moncta* 
?7 E. 1. « Daniel, p. 167. 

hi 
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Edw.L Another fort has the crown with pearU 

upon points between the jfteurs de //>, the 

letters of the infcription being fmaller than 

aS.PLii. the former^ edw. rex angl. dns. hyb. 

' Reverfe, civitas London. 

The Halfpence and Farthings were 
coined* in his feventh year, but not then 
firft coined round, as fome jingling ya-fes 
tell us, for we have fliewn the contrary ; 
they were only made in the Exchange ^ at 
London^ near St. Paul's^ ftill called the Old 
Change. The Halfpenny like the Penny, 
the Farthing circumfcribed e.r.anglie. 
without the inner circle about the head> 
which extends to the edge of the Coin, 
Reverfe, the crofs andpellets, londonien* 
sis. An author * tells us thefe fmall Coins 
were before this time of bafe metal. , 

This King is undoubtedly the firft of our 
mona^chs that coined Groffes, or Croats, 
probably in imitation of the French^ who 
had pieces of this denomination ^ a few 
years before, and called them Groats ^ be- 
caufe they were the largeft filver Money in 
ufe, for till then there was no larger Coia 

• Stbw, p. 201. * Stripe's c<fit. of Stow's Survey, 
Ldhd. p. 83. ^ Baker's Chronicles, foL London, 16849 
-p. loi. ^ Le Blanc, p. 170, 171, 

ihaa 
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than Pennies. Thefe French Groats were Edw. r. 
finer than our's, having but a twenty*fourth 
part allay, weighing three penny weights 
feven grains, and were current for twelve 
Deniers of TourSy equal* to Threepence 
fterling; our's weighed, or fhould have 
weighed, four pennyweights, according to 
the indenture * of this reign : but the French 
Groat was foon raifed in value, till it came 
to twenty Fence l*ournotSy whereas our*s has 
continued at Fpurpence, whence Four- 
pence in account is calldd a Groat. 

They are faid * to have been firft coined 
in the feventh or eighth year of King 
Edward, upon the recoinage of the old 
Money, (though^ I think, more probably 
* in his eighteenth year, when the greateft 
improvements were made in the Money) 
containing Fourpence the piece (fays Stow^) 
fome few, but they were not ufual ; fo that 
* it feems they were never a current Coin, 
but only fpecimens or defigns for a larger 
fpecies of Money, as is evident by the 
pieces now extant, which are of different 

, fizes and weights, from Fourpence to Six- 
* 

. * Rymer^ torn., 2, p. 854, ^ Lownds, p. 34. ^ Stow's 
Annals, p, 201 • Survey, London, p. 83, ^ Survey, Lond. 
.P-.83. 

G 2 pence. 
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Edw. I. pence, and by the Statute ■ of the twenty-* 
^^ eighth of Edward the Firft, the Penny is 
fuppofcd to be the only current Money. 
This is the reafon, no doubt, that our 
Hiftorians attribute to Edward the Third 
t s. P1.I. the firft coinage of Groats. Thefe Groats 
*'* (which are indeed great rarities) are truly 
reprefented in Speed's draught, having his 
head full faced, and crowned within a com- 
partment of four parts, or rofe of four 
leaves (as it is fuppofed **) for England^ in 
like manner as the triangular harp is ufed 
for Ireland, edwardvs di. gra. rex. 
ANGL. Reverfe, two circles of infcription 
in the larger, dns. hibne, or hbin. dvx. 
AQViT. In the leflcr, civi. londonia. 
Over all the crofs, extending to the rim, 
and three pellets in each quarter in the 
centre* 

This is the firft mention of Aquttaine 
upon our Coins, though from Henry the 
Second it was inferted upon the great feals. 
It is alfo the firft time we meet with dei 
gratia upon the Money, fignifying a fu-* 
pream power, independent of God only ; 
though the ufe of it was as old* as Chrif- 

» Coke's Tnilitutes, part 2, p. 575. Articuli faperGhart«s« 
•'* Tbojelby, 195. « Sclden, Tit.Hon. p. 123, 127. 

tia'nity 
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tianity in fomc kingdoms of Chrijiendome^ Edw. i. 
and ufed here by Ina the Weft Saxon King, 
and fom^ of his fucceflbrs ; and which we 
likewife find upon the great feals of our 
Kings, from William Rufus. 

In his twenty-fecond yc^r, anno 1293, 
filver mines ■ were difcovered in Cornwall, 
and at Comb-Mariin in Hevonjhir^^ in which 
latter, was refined out of the lead ore, 
three hundred and feventy pounds, which 
th? King gave for a portion with his 
daughter Eleanor to the Count de Bar. In 
the next year five hundred and twenty-one 
pounds were extrafted, and fent to London 
lo be coined ; and in the following year, 
when the Derby miners were fent to help 
them, feven hundred pounds weight was 
fent to the mint, and in the enfuing year 
more mines were difcovered. But whether 
the Money coined of this filver has any 
mark to diftinguifh it from other filver, I 
don't know* 

It is alfo reported ^ from the Red-Book 
in the Exchequer ^ that the aforementioned 
foreign minters, from Marfeilles and Flo^ 
rencey bought gold as well as filver of the 

* Magn. Britan. In Cornwall and Devon. ^ Lownds^ 
p. 95. £ng. Hift. lib. p. 255. 

G 3 mer- 
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J.I,' , • , 

-Bdw. I^ merchants, and fabricated it into new 
'~'^ Money. Perhaps they might coin Florins, 
and it may be a fpecimen for gold Money, 
as the Groats were for filver, for of thefe 
latter it was doiibted, (though we had the 
authority of ^tow and Speed iov it) till iiich 
were found different from thofe of Edward 
the Third. But as this is taken frorri an 
additional fragment", of a later date than 
the book itfelf, and no mention is made of 
it by any other author, we may reafonably 
rdfpend our belief, till ibme fuch pieces 
are difcovered. 

Befides the Money jcoined by Kiiig £/- 
war}iin England, there wai a great deal 
coined in Ireland, anno 1 279, under the 
diredtion. of Stephen ^ de Fulborn, Bifhop of 
)F^/^r/2^r^,. Lord Deputy; there were mints 
at I^ubliriy Cork, Waterford, and Pontana *" or 

iS,?liL X^rog&eda. Thefe Coins have the King^s 
^^' head within the triangle or Iri/b harp, like 
thofe of his father and grandfather, ed w. r. 
rANG, DNS. HYB. Rcverfc; a crofs, with 
the pellets as his father, and the place oF 
mintage, ci vitas DVBLikik, c^vitas 
WATERFOR, civiTAS corcacieI and 



* Eng. Hift. lib. p. 255. »» Annals Camd. Hiber* 
' Irifh HUl. lib. p. 160. , ' " 

Half- 
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Halfpence like the Pennies. Sorte of the ^dw^ 
Pennies weigh very near twenty-two 
grains, wTiich is above the ftandard of 
Edward the Third, 

r have likeWife Iben a Penny lite the 
former, (the infcription about the head not 
legible)' which I take to be of this Ring's*. 
Keverfc; the crofs with a mullet in each 
quarter, like the old Scotch Groat, vrbe- 
lAbionen, perhaps coined at Limerick. 

The French Pollards and Crokards were 
prohibited' in '/r<?/^;z^, by proclamation, at 
the fame time they were in England. 



\^DfFARD II. A. p. 1307. 

IsIeITHER our hiftorrbs" tior laws Edw.ij. 
afFording us any information tduching the 
Coins of this King fome have doubted 
whether Jie coined any Money j but confi- 
dering that no Prince ever came to the 
crown in ,more favourable circumftanceB 
(however unfortunate he proved afterwards) 
it is hardly to be fuppofed, in a reign of 
near twenty years, the mints ihould ftand 
ilill, efpeciaUy thqfe of the Bilhpps and 

* Camden, Annals Ireland> 1300. 

G4 Abbots; 
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Edw. n. Abbots; for in the firft year of his reign, 
^'"^"'"^ we find the King's letters dire<3:cd • to 
Everico de Frifcombald^ whom he had ap*- 
pointed keeper of his Exchange at Canter* 
bury, confirming to the Archbiftiop of that 
fee, the ancient privilege of having three 
rninters and three mints, and to coin 
' Money in the faid city. And in the twen- 

tieth and laft year of his reign, the inhabi- 
tants of Bury ^ befiegcd the abbey, and bore 
out all the gold, &c. with theafTay of their 
Coin, ftamps, and all other things pertain- 
ing to their mint ; which ftainps could be 
no other than this King Edwar J' s, unlefs 
we can fuppofe he made ufe of his father^S 
ftamps for Money, as he did of his great 
feal % to which he only added a caftle on 
each fide of die throne for diftinAion. We 
have indeed only a probable conjefturc to 
know their Coins from each othfer, as was 
obferved under the former reign, accord- 
ing to which. rule, thofe with the name 

EDWA. EDWAR. Or EDWARD, but mofl: 

commonly edwa. are placed to this Ed- 
wardf in all other refpedts like his father's. 

iS.Pl.II. CIVITAS I-ONDON. CANTOR. DVREME 

N° 15. 

' ■ * Rymer, torn. 3, p. 81. * Stow's An»als, p. 228-- 
« Sandfprd's Genealogical Hift. p., 265. Notc$. 

DVNELM 
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DVNELM, .or JDVRREM. VILLA SCJ ED- Edw. IL 
MVNDI« BEREWICI^ &C. 



EDWARD III. A. D. 1326.7. 

jL HIS grc?it Prince improved thofcEdw.ni. 
good regulations of the Coin begun by 
liis grandfather, who by the fevere, but 
juft punifhment of the JewSy in a great 
meafure put a ftop to counterfeiting and 
clipping. But, we find, it was ftill prac- 
tifed by foreigners to bring in counterfeit 
Sterling, as bafe Money, as Maile^, and 
'Black^Mailei ftippofed to be of Copper. 
To prevent this it was cnafted *, that no 
counterfeit Money (hould be brought into 
the realm, upon forfeiture of fuch Money; 
and that black Money *" fliould not be 
current: and this proving ineffedlual, 
another ftatute * awards an exigent againft 
bringers in of falfe Money, if they could 
not' be found, or brought in by attachment 
or diftrefs : afterwards, the nation being 
well fupplied with good Money, it was 

• Camden's Remains, ch. Money, * St> 9 E. 3, cap. 2. 
• « lb. cap. 4. d St. i8 E. 3, p; 109. 

made 
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Edw- III. made • high trcafon to counterfeit the 
King's Coin, or to bring in falfe Money^ 
as the Money called Lujhburg. Thefe 
were coined ** at Luxemburg^ relembling 
the \i\xtEngltjh Sterling, infcfibcd.EiwA- 
NES. DNS. z. RBVB. Reverfe, the crofs 
and pellets as the Englijh Money, lvceb- 
GEN SIS. And it was ena(3:cd% that no 
iWoney Ihould have common courfe in the 
^realm, but the King's Coin. Afterwards, 
tccaufe the Scotch n^ade a practice of carr 
jying out t\ip good Engli/b Money, and 
recoining it pf lefs value. in Scotland, the 
^Scotch pieces ^, of Foqrpei^ce were allowed 
to be current for do more than Threepence, 
,4md Icfler pieces in proportion. Other 
wholefome* laws were likewife made to 
preferve the Coin and bullion in the king* 
^om. In was prohibited * to carry out 
ftqrliqg ^loney, or filver, pr gold plate^ 
without licence^ or to melt down any Ster- 
ling,. Halfpenny, or Farthing : and by :a 
ftatuiDe ' in hds feventeenth year^ (never 
jprinted) farther provilion was madeagainft 
the exportation of fterling Money, and 

*'St. 25 E. ^ St. 5- cap. 2, ^ Thorclby, N^a95. 
* St. 27E. 3. St. 2. ch. 14. '*47E. 3. cap..2. 48E.5- 
Rymer^tom. 7. p» 41. « St. 9 E. 3. St. 2. cap. i. '^Eng* 
Hill. lib. • Note, p. 256. 

allow* 
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allowance given for the currency of fuch Edw, ul 
Flemijh Coins, (Grt>Jfes or others) as were 
of the like allay : but in his twenty-feventh 
year, the , nation having plenty qf , new- 
Money *, merchants bringing filver 01; gold 
to the Exchanges, were permitted to carry 
out as much of the new bullion, but not 
old Sterling. Beiides the Money brought 
in by trade, the King is faid ^ to have made 
great profit by the filver mines at Comb- 
Martin in Devonjhire. As to the coinage 
of the Money ; in his ninth year, it was 
or^ined % that Exchanges fliould be made 
where It pleafe^ the King and council, and 
the year following ^ Pence and Halfpence 
were coined by order of Parliament. And 
befideis the King*s mints, the charter mintsr 
contributed not a little to anfwer the pub- 
lie ocdafions. An author *" gives tis^ the 
form of a writ upon one of thefe grants, 
for cpining Money as folio w^s : 

. , Rex dikSto Jibi Johanni de Flete cujiodi 
fambij nofiri XAOndon^falutem. , Cim per car- 
tarn .nojiram. cmcefferimus dileBis nobis in 

'. • • St.'27E. 3. St. 2. eh. 14. '* Mafen.Britan. in Devon- 
,fluT^i ' «'St. 9 TE. 3. ^, 2. oap.7. . ^ Rymer, lo E. 3. 
« BifhppNicholfon in his Hift, lib.. • in,Reg.iil. MS, Monaft. 
*de Reading, ' ." ^ 

Cbrijio 
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Edw. III. Chrijlo Abbati & monhcbis de Radyng, 
quod et fuccejfores inperpetuum habeant unum 
monetariumy & unum cuneum, apud diSium 
locum de Radyng ad monetam ibidem^ viz. 
tarn obolos & ferlingosy quam ad Jlerlingos^ 
prout moris ejjiy fabricandam & faciendam^ 
prout in carta nofira predidid plenius conti- 
netur : vobis mandamus quod tres cuneos de 
duro & cpmpetenti metallo^ unum, viz. pro 
Jierlingis, atium pro obolis, & tertiuni pro 
ferlingis, pro monetd apud diBum locum de 
R^idyng faciendd, de imprejfione ^ circum-^ 
fcriptura ^uas di^us^— Abbas vobis de-- 
clarabity fumptibus ipjius abbatis, Jieri & 
fabricari faciatisindilatey & eos ad fcac^ 
carium nejirum apud Weftm. quamprimum 
poteritis mittatis, it a quod Jint ibidem a die 
S, Martini, prox.futuro in xv. dies, ad ul^ 
timum, prafato abbati ex cauja proediSld 
liberand. ST. J. de Shardiche apud Wejim. 
xvii, die Nov. anno regni nojlri xii°. From 
this writ, fays the fame author, it (hould 
feem, that either Abbots, and other great 
men, were biily permitted to coih fmaller 
pieces, or elfe, that there was not any 
greater piece coined here, till after the 
twelfth year of this King, than a Penny. 
As to the firft conjefture, it is obvious^ 

that 
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that when this privilege of coining was Edw. ill. 
firft granted, there was no greater Coin 
than a Penny, nor was there, even at the 
time of this writ, any larger in common 
ufe ; and afterwards we have Half Groats of 
the Bifhops' mints : but the laft conjedlurc 
is undoubtedly true ; for'theftatute of the 
ninth of Edward • the Third, which pro- 
vides againft the melting down of Sterlings, 
Halfpence, or Farthings, makes no men- 
tion of Groats, which it would certainly 
have done, had fuch pieces been then cur- 
rent ; and therefore, in the next reign, 
ivhen this ftatute was confirmed. Groats 
and Half Groats w^ere added* 

In his eighteenth year there was a new 
coinage % both of gold and filver, which 
was to be made in the city of Xork, or 
elfewhcre, where the King ordained, in 
fuch manner as it was made in the ^ower 
of London. This new Money feems to have 
been bafer or lighter than the old, and not 
very acceptable to the people, becaufe the 
fame year it was enafted, that no man 
fhould be compelled to take the new Money 
of gold or filver, which the King had or- 
dained to go in payment, at a certain price, 

:. . within 
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Edw. III. within the fum of twenty Shillings, Thi^ 
looks as if Groats had been then coihcd. 
But, befides that our hiftorians place it 
much later, we have a record * in his 
twenty-fifth year, where it is faid, that, 
by the advice of his privy council, the 
King caufed to be made newfilver Money, 
viz. one Money to be called a Groat y of 
the value of four EaJierlingSy and one Demy-- 
.Grofsy of the value of two Eajt er lings ^ o 
be current with our Monies of Eajlerling, 
Mailky and Ferling. 

So that 'tis probable, tlie new filver 
Money here mentioned, was made lighter, 
raifing the value of the filver in the Coin to 
twenty-two Shillings and Sixpence, as it 
continued fome years afterwards : for, 

By indenture ^ the twentieth of Edward 
the Third, a pound weight of old fterling 
filver, was to make twenty-two Shillings 
and Sixpence, and Percival de Percbe M2^ 
mafter j fo the Penny muft confeqjuently 
weigh, or ought to weigh twenty-one 
grains and a quarter, inftead of twenty-four, 
the fl:andard weight of the old Penny. 

And the like iadenture in his tvyenty* 
third year, when John Donative ^ of the 

» A. D. 1350, 25 E. 3. Rymer, torn. 3 . p. 708. 
^ Lownds, p. 36, 

caftle 
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taftle pf Florence^ and Philip John Denier Edw. m. 
were matters and workers, by which in-^ 
denture were like wife coined Halfpence 
and Farthings of filver. 

But the greateft coinage was in his 
twenty-fifth year, when Groats were made, 
and the Money brought down agajn; there 
was a great deal coined, becaufe * two jrears 
afterwards it was allowed to be exported. 
Of this new Money, Stow ^ gives us the 
following account. William Edington^ 
Bifhop of Wincbejler^ and Treafurer of 
'England^ a wife man, but laving the 
King's commodity, more than the wealth of 
the realm and common people, caufed a new 
Coin, called a Groat and Half Groat ^ to be 
coined ; but thefe were of lefs weight (in 
proportion) than the Pence called Eajier^ 
lings^ by reafon whereof victuals and mer- 
chandize became the dearer through the 
whole realm : whereupon aftatute was made 
in the Parliament then held at Wejlminjier, 
to reduce the fame to the former rate, which 
was given before the late great mortality.. 
The Statute * direifts, that the Money of 
,j5old and filver, which no^ runneth, (hall 

* Stat. 27 Ed. 3. St. 2. cap. 14. * Stow, Annals, p. 251, 
« St. 25 E. 3. St. "5. cap. 13. Raftal, 14. 

not 
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Edw. III. not be impaired in weight, nor in zlhyl 
but as foon as a good way can be found, 
the fame be put in the ancient eftate, as in 
the Sterling. And, by the fame ftatute, 
the officers of the mint were to receive 
plate of gold and filver by weight, and in 
the fame manner to deliver the * Money^ 
when made, by weight, and not by number* 
But that part of the ftatute for putting the 
Money in the ancient eftate, was not ob- 
ferved ; for, by indenture ■ in the twenty- 
feventh of Edward the Third, a pound 
weight of filver, of the old Sterling, was to 
make by tale feveh ty-five Groffes, (or 
Groats) amounting to twenty-five Shillings, 
a hundred and fifty Half Grofles going for 
Twopence a-piece, or three hundred Ster- 
lings going for Pence a-piece, and Henry 
.Brijfel was mafter and worker. By this in- 
denture the Groat was to weigh three penny- 
weights, four grains, three quarters. The 
like*' in his thirtieth and thirty-feventh 
year, only adding Half Sterlings, fix hundred 
to the pound ; and the fame in the forty- 
fixth year, when Bardet de Malepylys of Flo-- 
rencQ, was mafter iaild worker : fo thatthp 

• Lownds, p. 36. * lb. p* 17. 

reduc- 
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/eduftion made in the twenty-fifth ycarEdw. m, 
was continued throughout this reign. 

As the Firft Edward ws^s the firft of our 
monarchs who coined a piece of Money 
called a Groat, Edward the Third was the 
firft that made them a current Coin. Of 
Aefc there art two forts ; one with the 
title of Fraftci, the other without. Hi? 
firft and laft Groats are of the former kiQd^ 
having his bead crowntd with an open 
crown, confifting of three ^arr^ de lis^ an4 
two rays between, Kkc his fecond great 
ibal (fot hiis firft has le4ves) withii) ^ rof^ 
(as it is called) of faine leaves or parts, th? 
points inward, terminating ea(:h of theni 
in three pellets triangular; upward, d. g, 

(dI. (3. or DEI G.) REX. ANGL. Z. 

FRANC. D, HYB, Revcric, the doublQ 
, icircle, divided by the crofs, an4 three 
pellets in eaph quarter in the centre, posvi' 

pEVM ADIVTOREM MEVM. Alluding 

to the profccution of his title to Prance^ 
like the motto to his arms, Dieif et mon 
droit 'i whereby he declared he put his 
whple truft in God, and the juftice of 
his eaufe. A motto fo well approved by 
feis fjjc(:pirprs^ that it continiied to th^ 
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Edw; III. Uniting of the kingdoms, except " upoit 
the country mints of Henry the Eighth, 
the bad Money of Edward the Sixth, and 
Groats of Queen Mary. The lefler circle 
has only the place of mintage, ci vitas 
LONDON. Some of thefe Groats are dif- 
tinguifhed from. otherSj^ by a fmall annulet 
in the .center of the. three pellets of one 
quarter ; and whereas there is ufually a 
imall crofs pate, where the infcription oa 
both fides begins and ends ; fome. have a 
crown, or coronet, in place of the crofs, 
as a mint-mark. One of Tork mint h^s 
a bell for the mint-mark, civitas ebo-* 

»ACI. 

The Half Groats are like the Groats, but 
have the King*s name at length, ewar- 
Dvs, and want dei gratia > fome of 
them FRANC and others, dns. hyb. One 
oi London mint has Jraci iov Frank-, 
another of Tork mint wants Meum, and 
the like. 

After the ratification of the treaty of 
Bretignyj in OSlober 1 360, King Edward 
relinquifhed ^ the title o£ France, and wa 
have no more mention of it upon the Mo- 

• Thorcfby, N*^ 195. * * Rymer, toin. 6, p. 621. 
A. D. 1369. Clauf. 43 Ed. 3. m. 15. 4* ' 

Bey 
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ney till 1369, .when the King of Prj/^r^ E^w. iil 
having broke the peace. King Edward^ by 
the advice of his Parliament, re-afTumed 
that title, as he had taken it before the 
peace. The Money coined during this 
fpace of time, is thus infcribed, edWard 

DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. DNS* HIB. Z* 

AqyiT. In all other refpedts like the for- 
mer. All thefe . Groats have Roman cha- 
rafters, which are fuppofed * to diftinguifli 
them from thofe of Edward the Fourth^ 
which have the old Englijh charad:ers ; 
but there are fome of thefe latter infcribed 
Edward. Di. Gra. Rex. AngL Z. Franc% 
which, by their weight, (being two Penny- 
weights, twelve grains) muft be Edward 
the Third's; the full .weight of Edward 
the Four th's- being but two Penny- weights 
three grains, and few of them reaching 
that weight by feven or eight grains. One N^'^iJ"^* 
of this fort has a crofs croflet the mint- 
mark, and another a rofe, coined perhaps 
in his forty-third or forty- fourth year, after 
he re-aflumed the title of France, and 
renewed the war; for he was then in 
fo great want of Money, that notwith- 
ilajiding the aids pf Parliament, he bor-% 

• Eng. Hift. lib. Thorefby. 

H 2 rowed 



ieo An iiistoRlCAt AccbBrNf 

Edw. III. rowed great fums of private perfons ; and 
^*"*^^**^ this Money was made lighter • than' the 
former, to fupply his neccfEtieSi The 
alteration in the titled upon thefe ktter 
Groats, infcrting only England and France, 
and leaving out Ireland, was followed by 
all his fuccefibrs upon the filver Money, 
till Henry the Eighth. 

The Pennies are like his father's aisd 
grandfather's, known from them only by 
the name, Edwardus, at length, and from 
Edward the Fourth's, by the form of the 
letters, particularly the n^ which in his, 
is Old Englijh or Saxon, but in the three 
firft Edwards, Roman, edwardvs re* 
AN G LIE. Rcverfe, the crofs and pellet*,- 
civiTAs LONDON. Oii^oi Tork mint has 
edwardvs rex anglie et, and a rofe 
in the centre of the reverfe^ One of Lon^ 
don mint, with annulets in the centre of 
the pellets in each quarter of the crofs > 
another of Durham mint, civitas dv- 
iS.pi.il nelm, and other mints. The Halfpen* 
^"^ ^9' nies are like the Pennies.. The Farthing, 
EDWARDVS REX, or REX A. Rcverfe, the 
crofs and pellets, civitas London. Mint-* 
marks a crofs, a mullet of fix points, &c. 

. » Walfinghasa, p. i88. 

This 
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This King, for any thing that has yet E4w. IIL 
appeared to the contrary, was the firft of 
our monarchs that coined gold Money, 
imitating therein the neighbouring Princes 
who had done the like fbme time before. 
Why they fo long forbore to coin gold^ I 
know not (fays Camden ") unlefs it were of 
ignorance, for I think it proceeded not 
frdm the Xivfoijufiinian the Emperor, who 
forbad foreign Princes to coin gold. But 
furely it required no more fkill to coin 
gold thaniilver; and from the year 1252, 
if not much fooncr. Florins of gold were 
ctrery were current. The reafon why 
they did not coin gold Money of their 
own fboner, feems to be, becaufe they had 
no need of it. A few Florins were fufficient 
for ordinary payments, and for extraordi- 
nary, bullion beft anfwered the end of 
Money. But as the price of all things in- 
creafed, the Coin was augmented in pro- 
portion. Thus the Penny grew up to a 
Crown, and filver was turned into gold, 
which now docs little more than fupply the 
plate of filver, as it was in the Conquerors 
time. 

H 3 The 
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Edw. III. The firft gold Coin with us was a Flo-- 
nnce^ or Florin j for few Princes in £«- 
TQpe but coined pieces of that denomina* 
tion, . the name of Florin being generally 
applied to all gold Money, bccaufe the beft 
gold Money were Florins i but ours were 
fomething too light, being coined for the 
King's benefit* towards his wars in France^ 
Stow ^ tells us, the King, anno 1342, af- 
ter the Parliament cc»iiBanded Florences 
of gold to be made at the Tower of Lon^, 
dpni that is to fay, the Penny, of the, 
value of fix Shillings and eight Pence.; the 
Halfpenny, of the value of three Shillings 
and fowf Pence'; and a Farthing worth 
twenty Pence, Bdt he is:miftaken bothas ^o 
the time and value ; for anno 1344 % and 
the feventeenth' of Edward the Third, 
with the confcnt of the Prelates and Peers, 
it was agreed, that three forts of Money 
be o^ade in the Tower i one with two leo- 
pards, to be current for fix Solds, to be. 
the weight of two fmall Florins of Flo^ 
rence-j, the half of it with one leopard, at 
three Solds, the quarter^part with an 
healme, of eighteen Deniers, which wero 

* Daniel. ^ Anirals; p. 239. ^ Rymer, A. D, 

13^, torn. 5, p. 403; 

conk- 
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<?Dmmanded to be current in all payments. Edw.ilX, 
This is dated at Wejiminftery the twenty- 
feventh of January ^ which falls in the be- 
ginning of his feventeenth year, (his reign 
being reckoned from the twenty-fifth of 
yanuary.) And the ftaridard and value 
of thefe pieces appears by an indenture % 
the next year, between the King and Wal^ 
ter de Dunjtowery mafter and worker of 
the Monies, wHefeby every pound of gold 
of the old ftandard, viz. twenty- three car- 
rats, three grains, and a hialf fine, and half 
a grain allay, was to be coined into fift/ 
Florences, to be current at fix Shillings 
a-piece, making in tale fifteen pounds; 
or into a proportionable number of Half 
or Quarter Florences, fo thiat they were 
not of bafe allay (as Daniel has it) but as 
fine as the Noblies were afterwards, the 
difference being in the weight, which did 
not bear a juft proportion to their cur- 
rent value in fterling Money. For this 
reafon it was, thofe Florins, which had 
been coined in his feventeenth year, were 
generally difliked, and refufed ; and there- 
fore the indenture for the further coinage 
of this gold Florin, in his eighteenth year, 

» Lownds, p. 3 J. 

H 4 was 
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Edw. IIT; yriL$ laid afide^^ and ^nftead thereof* tUi, 
^'~^^^ lame year, a new fpecie; of gold Moneys 
Was made ! and befra^^e pf the great dan 
mage* that had ^een fptii>d in the firfl 
gold Money, the fame ^as to be no longer 
current, l?ut at the will of receivers, but 
to be brpugh|t in to ht melted dotvn for 
th,c yalup of it* A'^^ it is prpbable the)ff 
were generally brpught in and ricQinedj^ 
for pdnc pf them have ypt been foUnd,i but 

t8.Pl.ll. a Quartet Florin, having on one fide ^ 

't' helmet witl^ lambrequinS| and the crefi 

of ths lioi> paiTant guardant^ as we fee 

upon his great feal, the field hting Jemi^ d^^ 

lys^ EDWR. |li ANGL. Z. FRANG* D< 

HYB* , Reverfc, a crpft fory^ w^th a 
rpfe in the centre, exaltabitvr in 

GLORIA* 

The ninth of Jufy^ and eighteenth of 
Edward the Third by advice of the coun- 
cil **, three kinds of gold Money were or- 
cjained to be made, one to b? called the 
Noble^ at fix Shillings and eight Pence fter- 
ling ; the Maille Noble at forty Pence fter-^ 
ling, and the Sterling Nohle at twenty Pence ; 
\vhich, by indenture"^ with Percival de 

? JLymcr^ torn, 5, p. 424. ^ Rytter, tota. ^, p* 416* 
A. D. 1344. >8 E* 3. a Writ to the Sheriff of Irondon% 
f I>o\vnd8> p. 35. 
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^ercbey wcrfc to be made thirty-nine Nobles Edw. iir. 
and a half to the pounds making in talc 
thirteen Pounds, threfe Shillings and four 
Pence* And by this indenture the trial 
or aflay of the pix was eftablifb^dj^ as a 
check upon thi mafler of th^ mint^ that 
|he Money naadc by him WM agreeable to 
the covenaf)t§ of his indenture. At the 
fame tinic% all perfons were forbid to 
carry out of the realtn Money of gold or 
^Iver without licence, ejfcept the new gold 
Money, under pain of forfeiting *thc fame, 
land their bpcjics to the King's will. And 
it Was ordained, (hat no Money (hould 
be received or paid but in the King's 
Coin, and that none refufe the gold and 
filler Money, the gold Money at twenty 
Shillings of Eajferlfngs. But at the fame 
time it was enafted % that none fliould 
be compelled to take the faid ne^Y Mo- 
ney, within the fum of twenty Shillings, 
again(l his will. The fame Money was 
to be made in the city of Tork^ or elfe 
where it pleafcd the King, in the manner 
It was made in the T!owir of hondoiu 

« Rymer, torn. 5, p. 416. *» Stat. Raflal. 13. 18 E. 3, 
gap. 6. 

By 
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Edw. HI. By the fame order that this new Coin 
was pubh'ftied, a certain rate* was fettled 
for exchanging gold for filver, or filver 
for gold, at the King's Exchange ; for it 
jfeems, heretofore, perforts had been de- 
ceived for want of fome certain order for 
exchange, which probably was the chief 
objeftion to the gold Money ; but now the 
exchange of the gold Money was fettled, 
viz. thofe that" would change gold for 
Eafterlings at the King-s Exchange (for no 
other was allowed) were to take for the 
^ Noble of gold, a Penny lefs than the half 
Mirk ; the Maille a Penny lefs than the 
value, and the Ferling a Farthing; and 
thofe that would buy the Noble of gold 
for Eafterlings, to pay a Halfpenny above 
the value, and for the Maille and* Ferling 
a Farthing. The twentieth oi Augujl fol- 
lowing ^ the firft gold Money was called 
in to be recoined, and the Nobles abfolufely 
made current, and no perfons were to re- 
fufe the fame under forfeiture of body and 
goods. 

In the twentieth of Edward the Third, 

the value of a pound of gold in Coin was 

' raifed to fourteen pounds, making forty- 

• R;mer, torn, 5, pi 416, ^ Rymcr, torn, 5, p. 424. 

tWQ 



OF English Money.' \oj 

two Nobks, at fix Shillings and dight Pence Edw. iir. 
a piece, ; or a proportionable number of 
Half and Quarto: Nobles, by indenture" 
with the aforenamed Perceval de Perche ; 
and the like by another indenture in his 
twenty- third year, when JoAn Donative 
4)f the caftle of Flarence, and Philip De- 
nier were mafters and workers. And the 
King ^, being defirous his gold Coin called 
the Noble fhould be current in Flanders as 
wdl as Englandy for the greater increafc 
\)f the faid Money, viz. Denarii, Oboli\ 
^ ^adrantes 9 czUcd Nobles, appointed pcr- 
^m to treat and agree with the Magiftrates 
of Qandt, Bruges, aind E/pre, and other 
placets in Flanders, for the ftriking in his 
naoae the faid Money, to have a like cur- 
rency both in England 2ind Flanders. 

In hiff twenty-fifth year there was a great 
alteration in the Money, by reafon, as 
was alledged % that the fame being better 
^n that of any other kingdom, had been 
carried abroad, and bafe Money brought 
in^ to the damage of the people : whereupon 
the King, by the ad;vice of his privy coun- 
cil, caufcd to be made new Money of gold-, 

■ Lownds, p. ^6. ^ Rymer, torn. 5, p. 506. 20 E. 3, 
A,,D» 1346. e Rymer, torn. 5, p. 708, 

of 
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^div.TiT. of like impreifion and value as it was be« 

fore, and ordered, that none refufe the faid 

new made Mqqcy for the price, viz. tho 

Nobje, half a Mark; the Half Noble at 

three Shillings and four Pence ^ and Ferling 

at twenty Pence* By this injundiion, as 

well as tKe reafons aljcdgcd for this new 

coinage, it is plain the Coin was made 

light(sr, Stow fays% it was abated in 

weight, and yet made to pafs at the former 

value, and that the old Noble was worth 

much above the taxed value of the new« 

He does not tell us what the difference wasi 

but as no reduction of the Coin is men«* 

tioned afterwards, during this reign, it 

was doubtlcfs as we find it in the inden-* 

ture * with Henry Brijfelj mafter worker, 

in the twenty^feventh year, whereby a 

pound of gold of the old ftandard was to 

^ make forty-five Nobles, or a proportionable 

number of Half or QuarterNoblcs, amount* 

ing to fifteen pounds, the exaft value of 

the Florences, which had formerly been 

refufed by the people, and called in, as bad 

or light Money, That no rsdudlion of 

^e value was made afterwards is manifefl:, 

from the ftatute "" of the twenty-fifth of 

» A .ids, p. 252. ^ Lownds p. 36. « 25 E. 3. Raft. 14. 

Ed'War4 
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Edward the Third, which cnafts, that the Edw. m. 
Money of gold and filvcr then current, 
fliould not be impaired in weight nor in 
allay, but as foon as good way might be 
found, the fame fhould be put in the an- 
cient eftate aS in the Sterling ; but the lat- 
ter part Was never regarded, for we find the 
fame proportioiis obferved in all the fubfc«» 
quent indentures of this reign. 

The Nobles firft coined, as wc have 
Ihcwni in the feventeenth year of King 
Edivard the Third, were fo called * from 
their purity and excellency, being eftecmed 
the noblefl and befl Coins then extant i and 
being of the value of fix Shillings and eight 
Pence, from* thettce the Half Mark, or fix 
Shillings and eight Pence in account, was 
Afterwards called a Noble. The occafion 
of ftriking this famous Coin^ was not, as 
iJ4sr^/>i ** invidioufly fuggeftsj to perpetuate 
the memory of an aftion of little impor- 
tance> namely for clearing the channel of 
(what he calls) a few Corfairsy (which, 
neverthelefs, was a memorable a<3:ion) for 
they were coined four years before ; but to 
aflert King Edward's dominion of the feas, 
and title to France, and to comn^emorate 
* Camden's {Lcfliaim^ ^ Vol. i, p. 428. 

his 
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Edw. III.- his great and glorious naval vidlory over 
^^' ^^ the French fleet, in 1 340, the greateft * 
that ever was obtained at fea before by the 
Englijb^ and the fir ft, where a King of 
England h^id commanded in pcrfon, where- 
in the French ^ are faid to have loft thirty^ 
thoufand men. An aftion worthy the 
Monarch of the feas, and to be tranfmit- 
ted down to us, after the Roman manner^ 
upon the heft gold Money ; fo that this 
Coin may truly be called Nobky as well for 
its beauty and value, as the fubjeft it com- 
memorates, and indeed may be efteemed a 
Medal as well as a Coin. 
iS.Pl.li. This great Prince is therefore very pro- 
2 s.Pi.ii. perly reprefented upon thefe Nobles as So* 
'^* vereign of the feas, ftanding triumphantly 
in a fhip, compleatly armed, the crown upon 
his head, a naked fword in his right hand^ 
and fhield in his left, whereon, as aflerting 
his title to France, he quarters the arms of 
that kingdom, {hc\v\g femS de lys ) in the 
firft quarter with the arms of England: 
the firft inftance of quartering arms 
\iy our Kings, either upon their feals or 
Coins, after the example of Ferdinand th^ 

Lediard's Naval Hift, p. 47, 48. * Sandford's Gc^ 
iiealog. Hilt. p. i6i. 

Third, 
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Third, King of Spain, when he united the Edv.lll. 
kingdoms of Cajiile and Leon. This is 
likewise the firft Money whereon the arms 
of England appears, viz, three lions paf- 
fant guardant, though fome will have them 
leopards ; and, what is moft extraordina- 
ry, they are frequently fo called in our afts 
of Parliament, and other publick aifts. 
But, befides that„ there is no fuch creature 
in nature as a. leopard, ex leana et par do ^ 
the term leopardi relates only to the 
guardant pofture^ which can no way alter, 
the property, and in that pofture principal-; 
ly confifts the majefty of the lion ; and 
from this bearing it was, that our King 
Richard xHm Firft had the nick-nam? of 
Cor Leonis, So that the notion of leo- 
pards arofe from the indifcriminate ufe of 
the French term leopardi ^y for at the fame 
time it was apparent, what they called 
leopards, were true lions ; which, though 
the French will not admit in terms of bla- 
zon, they have often experienced to theif 
coft. 

As thefe Nobles bear the arms of France, i s.Plji. 
they haVe. the title of France, edward^ ^^' 

DEI GRA. REX. ANGL. Z. FRANC, DNS;^ 

HYB. but upon his great feal the title of 

Frajfct^ 
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Jdw, III. France is placed firft, agreeable to the bear^ 
ing of the arms : whereas before, his titles 
were Rex. ^ngl. Dns. Hyb. et Aquit. the 
title of Aquitaine being now immerged 
in that of France. Upon the fides of the 
fhip, towards the bottonni, are tw6 fpikes 
ilanding out, and above them in a row 
three lionis of England^ and four Jleurs de 
lis, viz. zfieur de lisy and a lion alternately, 
Reverfe, a croft fiory\ with a fieur de 
lis at the points, a lion of England 
under a crown in each quarter, and the 
Letter £ within a fmall rofe in the 
centre, all within a compartment^ called 
a rofe of eight parts or leaves, or, as 
Mr. Evelyn^ calls therti, eight goderoonsi 
cireumfcribed with this legend in old Eng-^ 
lijh charafters, ihc. avtem. transi- 

ENS. PER. MEDIV, ILLORVM. IBAT, 

which Qur alcbymifts ^ profoundly ex- 
pound, that as Jefus pafled invifible, in 
moft fecre( manner, by the midft of the 
Pharijees [John viii. 59.) fo that gold was 
made by invifible and fecret art alchymi- 
cal, of Raymond Lully in the ^ower : but 
others fay, that ttxt was only an amulet, 
tofed in that credulous age to efcape dan-^ 

* NuHiifmata, p. 86. ^ Camden'* Remains^ chap, 

pf Money. 
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|;efs, fuperftitioufly applying the wcrcjs of Edw. iih 
the Gcffpel, to make the wearers invulner- 
ablek This laft conjefture feems moft 
prpbable ; and the occaiion of it^ no doubtj^ 
fprung from the woqderful prefervalion of 
the King, who, by the invifiblc hand of 
Providence* paft unhurt through themidft 
of his enemies, in that extfordinary fea 
fight> which this noble Coin was intended 
to commemoratefi 

The Half or Maille Noblei is like the tS.Pl.tL 

Noble, EDWAR. DEI. G. REX ANGL* Z* 

FRANC* Reverfe, domine. ne* in fv- 

RORE* TVO* ARGVAS* ME* (P/i//» vi* and 

xxxviiii 1?. I.) 

. The Quarter or Ferling Noble, in place i S. Pl^tf; 

of the fliip, has an efcuteheon with the arms 

of France and E^gland^ quarterly, within 

ft rofe, EDWARD* DEI. GRA* REX* ANGL* 

Reverfe, the crofs and lions, without the 
crownsi and 2ijleur de lis within the lefler 
rofe in the centre, exaltabitvr in 

GLQHiAi 

The Nobles coined after the tf eaty of 2 S;Pi.iii 
Brittgny^ in his thirty-fourth year^ when ^ /^' 
he relinquiflied the title of FrancCi arid 
, before his fofty*-tHird year, When he re« 
afllimed it, have this epigraphe, edward^ 

I DSI 
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I 

Bdw.III. DEI. GRA. REX. ANQL. DNS. HYB. Zm 

AQVIT. (but ftill quartering the atms of 
France, to keep up the claim to that king* 
dom) upon the fide of the {hip fonrjleurf 
de fysy two and two, and two lions alter-^ 
nately. The legends of fome ,of thefe 
have the old Englijh n, whereas in the fbr* 
mer the n was Roman. Thofe with the 
title of Aquitaine, are not fo common aft 
^hem with the title of Franccy which afre 
in great plenty, and proves the toiftake of 
that obfervation % that King Edward' % 
victories and defigns in France, and elfc- 
where, cxhaufted fo much treafure, that 
little or none almoft remained in the land i 
on the contrary, there muft have been a 
prodigious quantity, coniidering the temp-^ 
tation to melt them down, and yet how 
many are left. 

Thefe Nobles were coined in Flanders 
as well as England, (as I have fhewn) in the 
twentieth year of King Edward i and thi€ 
he did as King of France, which title he 
had taken to remove the fcruplc of the 
Flemings, and difpenfe with their o?th to 
the French Kin^, not to bear arms againft 
him : and, in imitation of thefe^ the Earls 

« Bjelig. Spelm. p. 207. 

of 
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©f Pianders coined the like Nobles, diflfer- Edw. iiu 
ing in aoihing but the arms> the name, and * 
the titles ; gind the Earls of Holland after- 
wards ufed the fhip, as jjdlufive to their 
maritime fituation. 4^ 

King Edward likewifc aflerted his pre-r 
rogative as King of France^ by coining a 
French fpccies of gold Coin, called an ^^1/, 
refcmbling thoie of.King Philip. On thefc 
he is reprcfented " fitting in his chair of^^.Pl.lI. 
ftate, crowned, holding in his right hand 
$1 fword, and with his left a (hield, with 
the arms of France only, all within a rofe, 

EDWAFDVS. DEI. GRA. ANGL. Z. FRAN- 

ciE. REX. Reverfe, the crofs rose, or 
adorned with rofes, within a rofe of four 
leaves, the points of the rofe terminating 
in leaves in the quarters of the crofs, and 
the like leaves oppofite thereto in the in- 
terftices, xfe. vincit. xpe. regnat. 
XPE. iMPERAT. This is probably the 
new gold Coin mentioned by Stow ^ which 
the Prince of IFales caufed to be made in 
Ga/tony, anno i^SS^ ^^^ Prince being that 
year ^ appointed his father's Lieutenant of 
jiguitaine. 

» Antiquary, plate, PP 4. ^ Annals, p. 259. 
« Sandford's Gen. Hift. p. 183. 

I 2 Le Blanc 
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Edw. III. Le Blanc tells us % that thefc Efcu's of 
Edward, were coined in 1339, in anfwcr 
to Philips who had coined fuch pieces With 
his figure thereon, holding a drawn fword 
in the fame manrfcr, thereby to let him 
know he would maintain himfelf in the 
pofleffion of his kingdom. But this Money 
oi Philip's was before Edward took upon 
him the title of France, and therefore can 
have no relation to it. It is moft likely 
this of King Edward*^ was coined foon 
after the battle of PoiSliers, when having 
the King of France prifoner, and a power- 
ful army in the heart of France, he may 
be faid to have been in pofleffion of the 
kingdom. 

The fame author likewife informs us, 
that the lions of gold which fucceeded 
the fifcu's in 1 338, were fo called from the 
lion at the King's feet, which reprcfented 
the King of England, over whom King 
Philip had had the advantage, in the dif^ 
putc for the crown of France ; and it is 
the more probable, fays he, that the King 
of England was defigned by this lion, be-r 
caufe upon moil of the M oney King Edward 
made in Guyenne, that animal is repre- 

* Traite des Moiioyesj Paris, 4to. 169I, p. 257, 

fented. 
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fcnted. But this author might have re- Edw. in. 
membercd, that Philip had not yet tried 
the ftrcngth of the Englijh lion, and h^d 
gained no advantage over King Edward, 
but hy SQizit\g Guy enne : that the lion wa$ 
the arms of Guyenne^ and therefore Philip 
inferted it upon the Coin, to (hew he was 
in adual pofleflion of that dutchy ; and for 
the fame reafon the lion vtras put upon King 
Edwifrd*$ Money coined there. Le Blanc^ 
likewifc mentions another French piece, 
called a George Florin^ coined at Orleans, 
by order of Philip Duke of Orleans^ the 
King's fourth fon, made current in Febru^ 
ary 1 340, whereon the King is reprefented 
under the figure of St. George^ trampling 
on the dragon, which he will likewife 
have to fignify the King oi England i and, 
perhaps, according to the French humour, 
it might be fo intended, there not having 
been any fuch fpecies of Money coined 
before, or fince. But with what propriety 
the French King could take the figure of 
St. George, the patron of England^ I do not 
underftand, unlefs in return for King 
Edward's affuming the title and arms of 

^Tr^te dcs Monojts, Paris> 4to. 16924 p. 258. 

1 3 Franct 
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Edw. III. France. But theft iarcaftical pieces hdd ii» 
jfting, and ivere retorted upon the maker 
\Wth a vengeance at the battles of Crejfy 
and Poidiiers^ after which all the coin dnd 
wealth of France was hardly fufficicnt to 
pay the ranfom of thei'r.King, when he had 
cndbrcd near five years captivity inEngland^ 
and they were reduced to fuch poverty, that 
they made ufe of Leather Money % with a 
fmall ftud or nail of filver in the middla. 
2$. PL I. Befidcs the French Efcu, this £rinc5 
coined Money in his father's life^time, afll 
Duke of Aqukainey which was given him 
by his father ^ in September 1325, being 
then in the thirteenth year of his age. 
A Half Groat of this coinage, which feem^ 
to have been ftruck immediately after the 
ceflion of that dutchy, rcprefcnts him * in 
his robes, as newly created, and holding t 
fword in his right hand, ed.— reo. 
A N G L • Reverfe, the crofs, as on the Englijh 
Money, with a lion paflant guardant, and 
a Jleur de lis alternately in the quarters, 

PRINCEPS IE, 

2 s, PI. I. The Groat * has his i5gure in profile, 
^' looking to the kft, and holding a fword 

» Phfl^ dc Comines. ^ Rymcr, torn. 4, p, 165, 166. 
•Sandford, p. 158. « Antiqi^ry, Plate, N° 4. ^ lb. 

upon 
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upon his right ihoulder^ with a rofe as the Edw. iir. 
Englijh Groat, ed, regi,- ^"^ ,-0^ 

A N G L I E PS — ^ — ^ B . Revet fe, the double 
circle* crofs^ add pellet^ in the quarters^ 

— ECP, BINTT," ■ * In 

the latter circle, aQjtan. priHceps. 

There is likewile a Half Groat % coined i s. Pl.lL 
by Edward after he was King, having his 
head crowned, the face inclining to the 
right, and under it a lion paiTant guardant^ 
the arms of Aquitatne^ edward. rex. 
ANGL. Rcv6rfe, the En^lijb crofs, with a 
CfOWn in each quarter. 

In the thirty-fixth year of his reign % 
Kirtg Edward created his fon the Prince of 
Wales y {jiick^nzmtAih^ Black Prince^ itom 
his black armour) Prince of Aquitatne^ 
upon which occafion the Prince kept his 
Court at BourdeanXf the chief city of that 
principality, with great ftate and magni- 
ficence; and, as a mark of fovereignty, 
ftruck Royals, and Chaifes of gold. The 
Royal tefembled the French Coin called 
z Royal ^ but with a fword inftead of a 
fceptrc. The Prince is reprefented thereon 
itnder ah antique canopy, of Gothic work,, 

* Thorelby, Nf^ 190, * Sandfqrd, p. i S5. 

1 4 Handing 
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Edw. III. ftanding upon two lions couchant, guar^ 
^"^ dant, in his robes, crowned with a chaplet; 
of r6fes, and a large fword in his right hand, 
refting upon his (houlder, the back of the 
i>anopy adorned with his devife of the 
oftrich feathers, won from the Kiog of 
Bohemia at the battle of Crejfy^ and ever 
after the badge of the Princes of Wales^x 

aS.Pl.II. ED. PO, GN8. REG. ANO, PNPS. AQTI, 

^' '7' Reverft, a compartment or rofe, and within 
it a crofs glande (the points terminating 
in acorns) betwpen two oflrich feathersj^ 
incircling two lions, and as r(i^tiyfleursdelis^ 
placed alternately in each quarter, dns, 

AIVTO. PTECIO, ME %. IIPO* SPAVIT^ 

COR MEVM. B. {Pfalm xxviii. v. 8.) 

, There feems to have been a pretty many of 

thefe coined; though they are now exceed-^ 

ingly fcarce, for I find a draught of this 

piece, with fome little difference, in a 

Dutch placart or ordinance for Money, 

printed at Antwerp^ anno 1633^ 

aS.Pl.ll, The Chaife of gold (about the bignefs 

*^ ^ ' of a milled Guinea) refembles the French 

Coin of that name, fo called from the 

^hair wherein the Prince fits. As alfo a 

jnafle % ffom his holding a maffe or fceptre 

f Lc Bl^Ct p. 5, 

ia 
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in his hand. This was alfo ftruck atEdw. ill, 
Bourdeauxj and has his figure in his robes, 
fitting in an antique chair, crowned with a 
chaplet of rofes, and another like chaplet 
in his left hand, holding a fceptre in his 

right, ED. PO. GNS. REGIS, ANGLIE. 

PNs. AQviTANiE. Rcvcrfe, a compart- 
ment in the form of a rofe, with a crofs 
refembling a crofs pate, having a lion and 
jleur de lis alternately in the quarters, devs 

IVDEX. IVSTVS, FORTIS, Z. PACIENS. 

{Pfalm viu V. 12.) 

Whether John King of Caftile and Duke 
of Lancajier, the King*s brother, coined 
Money, I do not know 5 but he had a li- 
cence 'in 1 377 for two years, to coin 
Money in the city of Bayonne^ or in the 
caftle of Guijfeny or any other place, in 
Senefcalcia Landarum^ of gold or filyer 5 and 
another '•fuch licence in 1380, the third of 
Richard the Second. 

In Ireland^ there is faid * to l^ave been an 
aft of ftate for the coining of Halfpence 
and Farthings, of fqch allay, that the 
pound 4e Mailles ihould contain twenty- 

•Rymer, torn. 7, A.D. 1377. 51 E. 3. p. 148. 
> lb. p. 244. 3 R. 2. « Ward's Antiq, cap. 25, in Irifti 
Hift,lib, p.>6», 

one 
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Edw. III. one Shillings by tak^ and as many FeflingI 
as made twenty-one Shillings and eleven-* 
pence ; which if Co, were the beft Coind 
mentioned in this reign. But by a writ 
two years after in Rymer % Rex cujiodi fm 
Hibernia^ it recites. That whereas there 
had been made in Ireland black Money 
called Turneys^ the fame are prohibited to 
be given or taken in payment, under for- 
feiture of the Money and things bought 
with it ; neverthelefs permitting the famfc 
to be current, till fterling Money be pro- 
vided. This fliews there was a great 
fcarcity of good Money in Ireland at that 
time ; and the following year ^ it was or- 
dained, for the convenicncy of the Irijb^ 
that fterling Pence, Halfpence, and Far-^ 
things, fhould be made at the Exchange at 
Dublin ; and, for that purpofe, eight pair 
of dyes, for each fort, fhould be prepared 
at thfe Exchange at London^ and fent thither 
for coining the iaid Halfpence and Far- 
things. 

This Irijh Money has v the King's head 
in the triangukr or IriJh harp^ like thofe 
oi Edward the Firft, and the fame infcrip- 
tion and reyerfe : but, if I am not miftaken^ 

» 12 E. 3. 12 July. ^ 17 E. 3. I March* 

thefc 
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thefe are rather broader than thofe, the Edw. iiL 
triangle fomething larger^ and have two 
dots undei* the head^ whereas thofe of 
Edward the Firft have but one : they ara 
likewife a little lighter^ not weighing above 
twenty grains^ whereas the others weigh 
generally one or two and twenty. 



RIG HARD IL A. D. 1377. 






1 HIS King coined Nobles, Half No- Rich.ir. 
bles, and Quarter Nobles, Groats, Half 
Groats, Pence, and Halfpence, of the fame 
flandard and value, as were coined in the 
1^7 th of Edward the Third. The only 
indenture in Lownds*, is in his eighteenth 
year, when Nicholas Malakin, a Fhrentine^ 
was mafter and worker. 

Ih his fifth year, a law was made *, to 
prevent the tranfportation of golJ or 
filver, in Money or bullion, and the Groat, 
Half Groat, Penny, and Halfpenny of 
Scotland^ was to be current only for half: 
and in his feveiiteenth year *, the ftatute of 
the ninth oi Udward the Third, againft 

* P. 37, * Sut. 5 and 14 R. 2. Raftal, N'' 1 8, 19- 
< f 7 R. 2. cap. I. 14 R« 2. Railal> 19. 

melting 
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Hich. II. melting of Halfpence and Farthings, was 
renewed, adding Groats and Half Groats, 
which had come into ufe fince the making 
of that ftatutc. All foreign and Scotch 
Coins, both of gold and filver, were pro- 
hibited to be current, and directed to be 
brought to the bullion, to be molten into 
coin oi England I and that no man fhould 
fend Englifh Money into Scotland^ to change 
the iame for Scotch Money. 

The Nobles are like thofe of his grand- 
father, but with a diiFcrent epigraphe, 

RICHARD. D. G. REX. ANOL. FRANC. Z. 

DNS. HiB. z. AQT. Here we have both 
France and Aquitaine mentioned, contrary 
to the ufage of Edward the Third. The 
lions on the fide of the fhip are paiTant to 
the left, whereas thofe of Ediv^rd are to 
the right. Reverfe, the initial letter of 
his name, within the rofe in the centre. 
Another has a different epigraphe, Ri- 

CARD DEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. DNS. HIB, 

z. AQTN. leaving out the title of France, 
(though we find it upon his great feal) 
which perhaps he relinquifhed in 1396, 
upon his marriage with the Lady I/ahe/ 
of France, when a truce was eflabliihed 

between 
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between the two kingdoms for twenty- Wch. il 
eight years. 

The Half Noble the like. 

The Quarter Noble, ricard. di.cra. 
REX. ANG4 in all other refpedls like his 
grandfather's. 

The filver Money of the Second and 
Third Richard being alike. We are under 
the fame difficulty to diftinguifli them from 
each other, as we were thofe of Edward 
the Third and Fourth, the form of the 
letter n, being the only difference fup- 
pofed to be between thefe, as between thofe^ 
By this means, there are fome piece3 
afcribed to Richard the Third, which, by 
the weight muft belong to this Richard, 
who, as well as Edward^ ufed the old 
Englijh N upon his gold Money, therefore 
the weights and fcales muft determine it.^ 
The difference in weight is likewife the 
fame between thefe two Richards^ as be- 
tween the Edwards. Thefe Groats that 
weigh above two pennyweights, three 
grains> may undoubtedly be placed to 
Richard the Second, making allowance for 
what they ufually fall fhort (though per- 
fed) of the indenture weight ; and alfo for 
clipping, they being generally clipped into 

the 
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Jtidi. If. the letters of the legend* This allowan^f 

'^ being made, I believe, moft of thpfepiiecei 

afcribed to Richard the Third, will be 

found to be Coins of this Richard. And 

indeed* ^s they are more plenty (thougli 

fcarce) than the other, it is piuch cnore 

probable they ihould be the Second 

Richard's^ who reigned twenty-two ye^s, 

Xhs^n Richard the Third's, who reigned 

t>ut two. 

Sec I s. The Gro^t and Half Groat have thf 

N^3o.' King's head full f^ced and crowned, within 

the rofc, (which the lelfer pieces Mfant) like 

his grandfather's, ricard, di. gra. rex^ 

ANOL.z. FRANC Rcvcrlc, the crofs and 

pellets, with the doable circle, and tl^e 

ufual legend, posvi, £{;c. in the leffoF 

circle, civitas London. 

is.pi.ii. A Penny, which weighs fourteen grains 

^nd a half, though much worn, ricardvs. 

REX. anqi-ie. * Reverfe, the crofs and 

pelletSi CIVITAS ?:boj<aci. 

A Halfpenny that weighs feven grains^ 
jiiicARP. REX. anql. Re.verfe, civiXAP 
j-ondon. 

_ Jn the ninth year of his reign, he crer 
eted • Rohrt de Fere Earl of Oxjordy Mar?. 

» Sec the Patent in Seldcft's Tit. Hoiioar, p»4i. 

quia 
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quis oi Dublin^ and Duke oi Ireland^ with Rich. II. 
the fulleft prerogatives of fovereignty ; and "^"^""^ 
amongft others, to coin IVloney of gold 
finql filver, of the goodnefs of Englifb 
Money ; but whether he ever made ufe of 
this power is uncertain. As alfo, whether 
the King himfelf coined any Money ia 
that kingdom, though he was twice ia 
Ireland, and in his eighteenth year called ^ 
Parlianient there. 

But this King coined Money' in Aqui^ 2 s. pi.il 
tainei and that in iS^^^^ Ms undoubtedly *^' 
$1 French Royal, coined there, hearing a near 
refeoiblance to the Black Prince's, having 
the figure of the King crowned in like 
manner, with a fword in his hand. Only 
this is the half figure, and without the 
canopy, eicard. d. gra. anglie. 
FRACjE. REX. D. AQjT. Jhe reverfc, 
almoft the fame as the Black Prince's, but 
with a diflferent legend, avxilivm, mevm^ 
A* DOMINO. {Pfalm cxxi. V. 2.) 

• Rymer^ torn. lo, p. 544, Vafc. 11. * Speed's Hift. 
'England. 
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. HENRr IV. A. D. 1399. 

Hen. IV. In the fecond year 'of this King, the 
ftatute of the fifth of Richard the Second 
was renewed, prohibiting the tranfporta-^ 
tion of gold and filver in Money or bul- 
lion, without licence, and the Money of 
Scotland^ and of FlanderSy and other coun* 
tries beyond the feas, were to be voided out 
of England^ or put to Coin, by the Chrijl^ 
mas following, upon pain of forfeiture* 
The merchants at Calais to do the like by 
foreign and Scotch Money there. But this 
laft ,had no effed for want of a fufficient 
quantity of fmall Money for common ufe* 
And therefore, two years afterwards, the 
Commons "sprayed an ordinance to remedy 
the great mifchief for want of Maille 
and Farthings, and by that means of the 
ufe of foreign Money, as Maille of Scot^ 
landj and , others called Galley Halfpence^ 
and clipped Halfpence, and in fome places 
of leaden tokens. It was thereupon 
cnafted % that the third part of all filver 

■ St. 2H. 4. cap. 5. Raftal, 22. 4 H. 4. cap. 16* 
* pari. Rolls, 4 H. 4. in WM. in OIF. Arm. p. 264. 
• « StajE. 4 H. 4. chap. 10. 

Mpney 
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Money fhould be made in Halfpence arid Hen. iv- 
Farthings, and of this third part, the one 
half to be Halfpence, and the other half 
Farthings, and the coiner to be fworn to 
do the fame ; and that no goldfmith of 
other perfon melt the fame, under penalty 
of quatreble the value : and to multiply ■ 
gold and filver was made felony. Money 
was likcwife prohibited ^ to be carried out 
of the realm to the court of Ri^me* In 
the eleventh year^ G<^//<fy Halfpence wire 
abfblutcly prohibited, and wherever found 
to. be forfeited to the King, and the fta- 
tutes and ordinances relating to the Coins 
of Scotland^ and the parts beyond the feas^ 
were enjoined to be duly executed 4 

Thefe Galley Halfpence were a Coin of 
Genoa % brought in by the Galleymen^ or 
men that came up in the gallies with wine 
and merchandize, and thence called Galley 
Halfpence, broader than the Englifh Half- 
penny, . but not fo thick, and probably 
bafe metal, . becaufe two years afterwards 
a ftatute Vwas made to confirm the former 
law, confidering the great deceit, as well 

• St. J H, 4. ch. 4. b p H. 4. ch. 8. * St. 1 1 H. 4. 
cap. 5. «* Stow's Survey Lond. torn* I, lib. z$ p. 40. 
•St. 13 H. 4, ch.6. . 
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Hen. IV. of the faid Galley Halfpence, as other 
foreign Money. 

We have but one indenture for coinage 
in this reign in Lownds^ which is in his 
third year, being the iEame as the twenty^ 
.feventh and following years of Edwurd the. 
Third, and eighteenth of Richard the Se- 
cond. But Stow fays, that in his thirteenth 
year, anno 1411, he caufed a new Ceda 
of Nobles to be made, fifty to the pound; 
and in the Parliament rolls * of the fame 
year, is an ordinance for increafe of G<ain.,- 
whereby the' mafter of the mint in the 
jFi?w^r, " might make of every pound o£ 
gold, fifty Nobles, and of filvcr thirty 
Shillings fterling, of the allay of the old 
Money j the ordinance to begin at Eafter 
next, and endure to the end of two years ; 
and if at the end of that tin^ it be found 
^gainil the profit of the King and his 
realm, then to ceafe. 

The Nobks of Henry the Fourth, and 
their parts, are exadly like tbofe oi Rkh-^ 
ard the Second, imit^ti^^g his predeceilbr 
in his Coin, as well as his great feal, which 
he ufurped ^ with his crowri, only rafijog 

* 13 H. 4. WM. in OfF. Ann. j. 42^. * S^4ftrd> 
Genealog. Hiit. p. 265, Notes* 

out 



put the name Richard vs, and putting in Hen* iv. 

ttENRlCVS* 

The Groat is alfo like his predcceiTor*^ iS.Pl.il* 

HENRIC.DI.GRA.REX.ANGLIE(orANGL.) 

z. FRAN, (or FRANC.) One has three fm all 
pellets in triangle, on each fide the neck« 
Reverfe as ufual, civitas London, or 
VILLA CALisiE, and various mint marks, 
as the crofs - crofslet, a crofs pierced, 
"Ajkur de lis, a mullet, &c. And I have 
feen a Groat of London mint, having a ftar 
or mullet upon the left fide of the King's 
breaft. The Half Groat is like the Groat, 
but on fome the title of France is abbre- 
viated to FR* and F. One has the middle 
of the crofs quatre-pierced, with a fmall 
peltet in the center. 

The Pennies iiave the head without 
the rofe, henricvs. rex. angl.z. f* 
Reverfe, the crofs and pellets, of London^ 
Tork, or Calis mint* One of Tork mint 
Jhas a fmall ihullet^ within a roie in the • 
center of the crofs, and a point (or mul- 
let) on each fide the crown : another 
Penny of this King has on each fide the 
head a rofe, and Jleur de Hs^ with a rofe 
in the centre of the crofs upon the reverfe. 

Ka The 
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The Halfpenny, henricvs rex. angl» 
c D TT We do not know that this King coined 
N"" 23. any Money in Ireland^ but an author ■ £iys, 
that in the year 1404, he ordered the Noble 
of his five immediate predeceflbrs ^to pafs 
in Ireland for ten Shillings ; and from that 
time all forts of Coin went at a higher 
rate there, than in England: but it hap- 
pens only two of this King's predecefTors 
coined Nobles, fo that the author is mif- 
taken as to the faft, or the reign. 

But he is faid ^ to have coined Money ia 
Aquitaine. 



HENRY V. A. D. 1412- 

Henry V. ,^ Otwithftanding the provifion made in 
the former reign to fupply the nation with 
fmall Money, and prohibit the ufe of bad, 
we find the fame evil ftill fubfifting, the 
new Money being probably melted down, 
or tranfported, as faft as coined, and bafe 
Money brought in to fupply the place of it. 
In order therefore to prevent this perni- 

* Davis's Reports in Irifh Hift. p. 162. * Rymer, 
torn, 10, p. 544. Vafc. 1 J H. 6, 

clous 
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cibus practice for the future, it was made Henry v. 
felony to bring in % or put in payment, 
any Galley Halfpence, Sujkiny or Dotiin, 
and all Scottijh Money of filver 5 and all 
perfons having fuch Money, were to bring 
the fame to the King's Exchanges by the 
Eafter following, there to be broken ; and 
thofe that were found good filver, to be 
coined into Englijh Halfpence, and clip- 
ping, wafliing, or filing of the Money, was 
declared treafon. In his ninth year a 
thorough reformation was made in the 
Cbin. To avoid the deceits by wafhing, 
clipping, and counterfeiting, it was or- 
dained **, that no Englijh gold Money fliould 
be received in payment, but by the King^s 
weight, which was fent to every city, and 
this % in a great meafure, put a flop to 
that pernicious practice, which had been 
a great hindrance to commerce, and dimage 
to the fubjcdt ; and all former a6ts * con- 
cerning Money, not repealed, were con- 
firmed. 

And becaufe a great part of the gold • 
then current, was neither of true weight, 

* Raftal, 27, 28. * St. 9 H. 5. ch. ii. « Daniel, 
Kennet, p. 335. 'Raftal/ 32. St. 9H.5. fefl:. 2. c. i. 
• Weights, Raftal, 23, St. 9 H..5, fcft. 2. ch. 7. St. 9 H 5. 
ch. II* 

K3 nor 
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Henry V. nof good allay, and though a Nobk* was 
good gold, and weight, men could get no 
white Money for it, all'perfon8\ who be- 
fore t\ic Chrijimas following brought their 
light and bad Money to the Tower^ were 
to have the fame re^coined at the King's 
charge, except reafonable allowance to the 
mafter and pfficers of the mint. That aM 
who brought Money to the I'ower to be 
coined, fhould within eight days receive 
the full value of what they brought, paying 
the feignorage and cunage of gold, after the 
rate of five Shillings for the pound of the 
Tower I and for the feignorage and cunage 
of filver, fifteen p^nce.for the pound, and 
no more ; and thofc that would exchange 
the fame at the T'ower, to pay for the ex- 
change, a Penny for the Noble, a Half- 
penny for the Half Noble, and a Farthing 
for the Quarter, with the feignorage "^ and 
cunage as before ; and if the Money dcli-^ 
vered at the Exchange was defcdlive, it 
might be rcfufed, and the exchanger was 
to melt i». 

. At the fame time, an aft ? was made, 
to endure at the King's pl^afure, that a 

■Stow*sS)aryey,pu83. ^Raftal, 33.91!.^. St.a.cap. 2^ 
* St. 9 H* 5, SU i. cap. 3, * Raftal, 30, 36, 37. 9 H-s.. 
up. 5,6* 

mint 
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mint (bould be at Calais, under the fame Henry V. 
regulations as the mint in the Tower ; and 
h was cnadted, that all Money of gold or 
filver, which fhoald be made at the Tower 
of London^ and at Calais, or elfewhere 
within the realm of England, by authority 
royal, fliould be made of as good allay and 
weight, as then made at the Tower^ 
Orders * were likewife fcnt upon this re- 
eoinage to all receivers of Money, that 
they ftiould receive all Monies brought to 
them, if it did not want above twelve 
pence in a Noble of the true weight, and 
give them the new-cpined Money for it % 
by which the King, though then undet 
great neceffities for Money, yet was con- 
tented to lofe almoft three Shillings in the 
pound for the benefit of the people, Thii 
redrefs of the Coin, and the King's favour, 
gained fo much of the Parliament, that they 
gave him a fifttenth. But Stow fays ^ this 
fifteenth was granted of fuch Money as 
was then current, gold or filver, not over- 
much clipped. If the Noble was worth 
five Shillings and Eightpence, the King to 
take it for a full Noble of fix Shillings and 

• Danitl, Kftunet, * Saiircy of London, by Stiypc, p. 83. 

K4 Eight- 
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Henry V. Eightpcncc ; if Icfs, the pcrfoii was to 
make it good to five Shillings and Eight- 
pence, and if better, the King to pay the 
furplus above : but this does not agree 
with the ftatute *, which recites, that be- 
caufe it would be to the great lofs and cofts 
of the King's fubjedts, unlefs it pleafed him 
to relieve them in this cafe ; the King 
therefore, of his fpecial grace, remifes and 
forgives to his people, all that to him per* 
taineth for this new coinage. 

The ftandard and proportion of the 
Money was the fame as the latter coinage 
of his father's ; for, by an indenture ^ dated 
the fourteenth of jipril, in the firft year of 
his reign, with Lewis Join Dantre, mailer 
and worker for London and Calais, he was 
to make three forts of gold Money, viz. 
Nobles, at fix Shillings and Eightpence, 
fifty to the pound ; Pieces of three Shil- 
lings and Fourpence, and the Quarter at 
TweiUypence, making in tale fixteen 
Pounds, thirteen Shillings, and Fourpence ; 
^nd the pound of filver to make thirty 
Shillings by tale, viz. in Groats, ninety to 
the pound, Demy-Grofs, Eafterlings, 

. 9 J^^ft^, 31, b Clauf. I H. 5. in dorfo, M. 35. 

Mailes', 
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Mailcs, and Ferlings. And in his ninthHcmyV. 
year was another like indenture with Bar^ 
tbolomew Goldbeater. 

The Noble, henric. di. gra. rex. 

ANGL. Z. FRANC. DNS. HYB. And re- 

vcrfe, the initial letter of his name within 
the rofe in the centre; in other refpedts 
like thofe of Edward the Third, and 
Richard the Second, except, that upon the 
fides of the (hip are only two lions paflant, 
to the right, and thrctfeurs de lis alter- 
nately ; and the arms of France are three 
Jleiirs de //>, this Henry being the firft of our 
Kings that bore them fo upon his great feal 
and his Money. But they were ufed, upon' 
ibme other occafions, in that manner^ 
much earlier, both in France and England. 
There is an Angel of Philip de Valois^ 
coined in 1 340, with the xkixw,fleurs de lis^ 
which was probably done to vary the arms. 
King Edward having then lately taken the 
zvmsfemi de lis. Le Blanc likewife men-, 
tions a charter of the faid Philip , in X355, 
with a feal of the arms in like manner. 
There is likewife a Groat of King John^ 
with only three Jleurs de lis, though he 
ixfcd them likewife y&;^^. But Charles the 

Sixth, 
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Sixth, who began his reign in 1380, con- 
ftantly bore the three lis for the arms of 
France^ as they have been continued ever 
fince* As our Kings altered the arms of 
Francty in imitation of the Fr^;j^;6 King> 
it is moft likely Henry the Fourth, cotem- 
porary to Charles the Sixth, began it. He 
did indeed bear the flowers ^^^ upon his 
great feal, bccaufe it was his predeceflTor's ; 
but that he bore the three ^<?«rj delis upon 
other occalions, is moft likely, for fo we 
fee it at the head of his tomb at Canterbury ^ 
and his fon Henry^ afterward Henry the 
Fifth, in like manner bore the thrtc Jleurs 
Je lis upon his feal, annexed to an inden- 
ture, fo early as the fixth year of his fa- 
ther's reign, and no doubt after his 
citample. Henry the Fifth was likewife the 
firft who put the title of England before 
France upon his great feal, though from 
Edward thfe Third it had been fo placed 
upon the Money. 

There is another Noble diftingui/hcd by 
the ftandard of St. George ^ or flag, having 
St. George'^ crofs thereon, at the ftern of 
the fhip. 

The Quarter Noble, henric. di. gra^ 
Rpx. ANGL. like thofe oi Edward and 

Richard^ 
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Richard f except the arms of France^ and a Henry v. 
imdlXjleur dejis above the efcutcheon. "^^ 

Thfe filver Money is like his father's, 
and known from them only by two little 
circles, on each fide the head, probably 
intended for eylet-holes^ from an odd 
ftratagem % when he was Prince, whereby 
he recovered his father's favour, being theu 
drelTed in a fuit full of eylet-holes ; from 
that time may lik^wife be dated his extra- 
ordinary change of manners, which proved 
fo much to the honour of himfelf, and the 
kingdom, and therefor^ not an im^proper 
diftindion of the Money of this Prince, 
from the others of the fame name« 

The Groat, henric. pi. gra. rex. is.p.iii. 
ANGL. z. FRANC, having an eylet-hole on *^" 
each fide the neck, and two anfwering , 
them amongft the globuli. On the reverfe, 

POSVI. DEVM. ADIVTORE. MEVM. CIVI- 

TAS LONDON, but moft of them are of the 
Calais mint, villa. calisi£>. A very fair 
fort has akglie. 

The Half Groats like the Groats, but 
have the title of Fr^/rrr abbreviated to fr. 
both in the London and Calais mint 

■ Stow, Speed. 

Tht 
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Henry V. The Icffer pieces. Pence, Halfpence, and 
^ Farthings, henricvs. rex. angl. Re- 
Verfe, the crofs and pellets, civitas Lon- 
don, or villa calis. 

After the vidlory of jigincourt, and con- 
queft of Normandy, this heroic Prince, ta 
. affert his fovereignty as King of France, 
ordered Petit Muttons of gold, and Groats 
of filver to be coined at Roan, of the fame 
form and goodnefs as the French. But 
afterwards, by an order *, dated at the caftle 
of Gifors, the 25th of September, 141 9, it 
was direded that all the Muttons of gold. 
Groats, Half Groats, and Quarter Groats 
of filver, Manfois, and Petit Deniers, tOs 
be coined for the time to come, fhould 
have an h in the middle of the great crofs, 
together with the dijftindtion as had for- 
merly been ordered to bd^made. 

The Quarter Groat to be current for five 
Deniers of T^ours, to weigh two penny- 
weights, fixteen grains of filver, of the 
value of thirteen Shillings and Fourpence 
the Mark, equivalent to the Henricus Groat : 
to have on the revcrfe, a Ihield with 
thvttjkurs de lis, and the Demy-Grofs the 
like. 

* Pat. Norm. 7 H. 5 . Rymcr, torn. 9, p^ 79S. ' 

The 
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. The Doubles called Manfois, current for Henry v. 
Twopence Tours, to weigh one penny* ^"^^'^'"^ 
weight, eight grains of filvcr, at fixteen 
Shillings arid Eightpence the Mark; to 
have thrctfleursde lis on the reverfe. 

The Petit Deniers, current for a Penny 
Tours, having one pennyweight allays 
Argent le Roy, at twenty-five Shillings the 
Mark ; to have two fleurs de lis upon the 
reverfe. 

The Nobles of England to be current Sec 2 s. 
for forty-eight Grofs, (which Grofs arcN^ao, 
infcribed henricvs on the reverfe, and 
towards the crofs a leopard) making four 
pounds Tours, and fixty Carolus Groats, 
making one hundred Sols of Tours ; and 
that the Petit Muttons, then valued at 
twelve Grofs, to be current for eighteen 
Grofs of the aforefaid Money, making 
thirty Shillings Tournois ; but to continue 
the fame weight and allay, viz. thirty-two 
Carrats fine, and ninety-fix to the J^^itk 
Troy. 

By another ordinance % direded to the 
Keeper of the Money at Roan, dated the 
1 2 th of January following, reciting the 

• Pat. Norm. 7 H, 5. Rymer, torn. 9, p. 847. 

great 
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Henry V. gfcat damage to the people, by thfc bring-» 

"^^^""^ ing in of bafe French Money, Groats arc 

ordered to be made, to be current for 

Twentypence of Tours, weighing three 

pennyweights, eight grains of Giver le Roy^ 

at fix Shillings and Eightpence the Mark j 

the faid Groat to have three ^^rs de lis 

tinder a crown upon the reverfe, and on the 

fides of the faid ^z^rj ^/rV, two leopards 

holding the fame, and round them this 

infeription, itenricvs, prancorvm. 

REX. and in the middle of the great crofs 

an H, with the diftindion formerly made 

in the iirft Groats, and this inicription 

about the grc^t crofs, sit. nomen. do*- 

2S.P.111. mini, benedictvm. {Pfabn cxiii. v. 2.) 

^° ^^- There is a Billon Groat in Le Blanc, whiclt 

€xa<5Hy afifwers this defcription. 

Alfo there was ordered to bb made littfe 
Fleurins of gold called Efcus, twenty-two 
Carrats fine, and ninety-flx to the Mark, 
having on the reverfe a (hield, vi^i^ the 
plain arms oi Prance zxiA England qn^LTtcrly, 
circumfcribed »enricvs. del gratia. 
REX. FRANCi.fl£. ET. ANGLiJE. and near 
the great crofs an h,- ijnd between the 
flowers of the faid crofs,. two leopards, and 
tvfo^eurs de lis, and round it this inferip- 
tion^ 



OF English Money. 143f 

tiOn, CHRIST vs. VINCIT. CHRlSTVS. H^nry V. 
UEGNAT. CHRISTVS. IMPBRAT. 

Afterward * great qaantities of Money, 
bearing a near refemblance to this, but. 
lighter, and of worfe allay, being brought 
in and paid away> to the great deceit of 
the people, all foreign Money was forbid. 
And on the i8th oi April following, the 
keeper of the Money at Saint Loe^ is di--^ 
iied:ed ^ to coin Groats as before, with the 
, diftindion of a little point under the fecond 
letter of the infcription on either fide# 
This the Fr4nch called the point fecrH^ 
which, by an ordinance Mn 141 5, wa$ put 
und^r the letters of the legend, ihewing, 
by V^hat letter it was under, the place of 
£iibrication ; as, for inftance, the mark for 
l^aris was under the fecond letter £ of 
BemdiSiumj for which reafon King Henry 
ufed the fame diftinftion 5 though, accord* 
ing to the ordinance before mentioned, the 
mark for Roan was to be under the iirft 
letter a. 

From this laft order of King Henry for 
coining Groats, Rapin ^ makes a Reflect 

• I Feb. 1420. Rymer, torn. 9, p. 86a. ^ Pat. Norm. 
S H. 5« A.D. 1420. Rymery torn. 9, p. 83o. «fi(^:ir<l 
Traite dcs Monoy^s, p. 91 . ** Hift. Eng. p. 525, vol. i . 

tioft 
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Henry V. tiQii (With his ufual caudour) as if King* 
Henry had not only broke the treaty^ Jbut 
his oath, by ufing the title of France 
upon the Money : but this was no new" 
order for coining the Money in this man-» 
ner, as he would infinuate, for it was fo 
ordered the January before : and even at 
the time of making this laft. King Henry 
had not fo much as agreed to the prelimi- 
nary articles ; and according to his own 
account, did not execute the treaty^ till 
the twenty- firft of May following. Soon 
after this, purfuant to the article of the 
treaty, we have an order*, dated the 
fixteenth of June^ dircded to the keepers - 
of the Money at Roan and Saint Loe^ to 
alter the ilile upon the Coin, to make 
blank Deniers, called Groats, at Twenty- 
pence Tournoisy two pennyweights, twelve 
grains allay, at three Shillings and Four- 
pence the Mark, with an alteration of the 
ftile, viz. inflead of Henricus Francorum 

Rex, HENRICVS. REX. ANGLIJE. £T. H-ffi- 

RES.FRANCiiE. And* thc twenty-fourth 
of June is. another order ^ to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, for altering the ftile in 

• Rymer, torn 9, p. 920. P. Nom. 8 H. 5. ^ Rymer, 
toin.9, p.915. 8H. 5. A.D. 14ZO. 

like 
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like manner upon his feal, in which order Henfy V. 
he writes himfelf Henricus Dei Gratia^ 
Rex Anglicej Hares & Regens Reg?ii Fran-- 
ci^j & Dominus Hibernian v 

After this King Henry coined* Sal utg> 
Demi-Sahits, Blanks, and other fpecies of 
Money, of the fame form and goodnefs as 
thofe of King Charles j whereon he took 
the title of Hares Francice. Thefe Saluts 
were fo called, from the falutation repre- 
fcnted thereon. They werefirft coined ill 
November i42i> King Charles being the 
only French King who coined thefe Saluts • 
of gold, our King Henry doing the like. ; 
And, by an order of the feven teen th of^ 
"January following, the Saluts, and Demi- 
Saluts of England made in Normandy ^ were 
made current in France^ With other fpecies 
of Money, viz. the Salut at tWenty-five 
Shillings, Demi-Salut twenty-two Shil- 
lings and Sixpence, Petit Muttons fifteea 
Shillings, Nobles forty-two Shillings and 
Sixpence, Half Nobles twenty-one Shil-. 
Jings and Threepence, Quarter Nobles ten 
Shillings and Sevenpence ob- 

The Blanks, or Whites, were fo called ** 
from their colour, being filvcr, becaufe at 

« Le Blanc, p. 243. p. vii. 322, 242, *• Coke's Inflic. 
p. 3, cap. 36, St. 2 H. 6, cap. 9. 

L the 
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Henry V. the fame time wcr6 coined Gold. They 
were valued at two thirds of the Groat^ and 
were prohibited to be current in England 
in his fon's reign. 

The Muttons ' were' fy called, from the 
impreifion of the lamb, or agnus dei^ upon 
them, for which reafon they have the in- 
fcription, aonvs. del qvi. tolli. 

PECCATA. MVNDI. MISERERE. NOBIS. 

Reverfe, a crofs Jlori and fieuru like the 

Nobles, within a rofe of four parts, and 

jleurs de lis in the quarters, xpe. vincit. 

^,XPE. REGNAT. XPE. IMPERAT. The 

Muttons oi Henry were like the French 
Muttons, only they had the letter h in the 
centre of the crofs, as has beenobferved 
before. 

He likewife coined Doubles*, of the 
value of three Mailes, commonly called 
Niquets^ and other Monies^ bcfides what he 
coined in Aquitaine* 

* Lc Blanc, p. 169, 238. ^ lb. p. 243, 245. Rymer, 
torn. 10^ p. 544. Vafc. II. H. 6. 
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HENRt VI. A. D. 1422* 



I 



N the firft Parliament ■ df this reign, Hen.jL 
the ftate of the mirlt was taken into con- 
iideration, and the Lords of the Council 
Were impowered to appoint mafters and 
workment, to make Money of gold and 
filver> and to hold the Exchanges in Tork, 
Briftol^ and any other places they ihould 
think heceflary; and all* gold and filver 
brought to the Exchange, was to be fent 
to the mint to be coined ; hereupon mints 
Wer6 eredted in dirers places. The next 
year ' Blanks were forbidden to be received 
of paidj upon pain of the ftatute of Henr^ 
the Fifthj againft Galley Halfpence, Sujkins^ 
icuid DotkinSk 

And whereas King itinry the Fifth br* 
dained a mint at Calais^ whereby great 
fubftance of Money of gold and filvet 
had been brought into the realm^ which 
Was daily carried out to Bourdeau^, Flan-^ 
ders^ and other places ; the old ftatutes % 
provided in that behalf^ Were enjoined td 
be duly executed, on forfeiture of fuch 

•St. I H, 6, cap. 5. >> lb* tap, 4. « St i H* 6, cip. 9* 
*Ib. cap,*. 

L d Money, 
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Hen. VI. Money, unlefs for payment of wars, fol- 
diers, or prifoners. And to the intent that 
more bullion fliould be brought to the 
mint, the office and duty of the King's 
aflayer, comptroller, and matter of the 
mint, was afcertained by ftatute * ; and 
the mafter enjoined to receive all filver 
brought to him, at the true value, and to 
coin all bullion brought thithdr ; and to 
caufe to be ftricken from time to time. 
Half Nobles and Farthings of gold. Groats, 
Half Groats, Pence, Halfpence, and Far- 
things, according to the tenour of the in- 
denture made between the King and him ; 
fo that the common people might have 
recourfe to the Exchange for fmall gold 
and white Money. 

' In the fame Parliament, the nine northern 
counties *" petitioned for a mint-mafter to 
be fent to Tori, to coin gold and filver, 
for the eafe and benefit of the faid couri* 
ties, as was done in his father's time, which 
petition was granted. 

The indenture *^ of the mint, to vvhich 
the above-mentioned ftatute refers, was in 
the firft year of Henry the Sixth, with 

» St. ^ H. 6, cap. 12. ^ Rot. Par. 2 H. 6. N® 12. 
Drake's Antiq.York, App. 119. « Clauf. i H. 6. m. 1. 

Bar^ 
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Bartholomew Goldbeater^ who had been Hen, vi- 
inafter of the mint in the former reign, 
and is here called mint-mafter en le cite de 
Londr€Sf cite de Denwyk^ le ville de Bri/aut, 
et en la ville de Calais : where it is remark- 
able, Dunwicb is called a city, as having 
been formerly an epifcopal fee, the French 
word citi fignifying an epifcopal town, as 
anciently it did with us ; and Brijiol^ 
though the fecond town in Englandy not 
being an epifcopal fee at that time, is only 
called ville; and accordingly the Coins 
ftruck at thofe places, are infcribed, civi- 
TAS, DONWic. and villa. Bristol. 
By this indenture was to be coined Nobles 
at fix Shillings and Eightpence, fifty to the 
pound I Half Nobles and Quarter Nobles 
in proportion : and of filver. Groats, ninety 
to the pound ; Half Groats, Eafterlings^ 
Mailes, and Ferlingsj of which filver 
Money, four ounces in every pound was to 
be made into Groats, two ounces in Half 
Groats, three ounces in Sterlings, two 
ounces in Mailes, and one ounce in Fer- 
lings. This was the fame ftandard and 
value as his father's Money, and fo it con- 
tinued all hi8 reign, properly fo caljed : 
L 3 but 
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Hen. VI. but Upon his fhorb r^ftoration to power, 
^''■' ' in his forty-ninth year, there was an in^ 
denture' with Sir Richard Confiable^ mafter 
worker, for coining Angels of gold, at fix 
Shillings and Eightpence each, fixty-feven 
gnd a half to the pound, making in tale 
twenty- two Pounds ten Shillings i and of 
filv?r, a hundred and twelve Groats and a 
half, apiounting to thirty-feven Shillingsand 
Sixpence, or proportionably in lefler Coins, 
This raifing the value of the gold and filver, 
was according to~ the laft indent«re.% in 
the fifth of Edward the Fourth, whereby 
Angels had been coinedji fuppofed ^o be 
the f^rftof that fpeqics, ^s will be obferve4 
afterwards, being previous in time, thpwgh 
falling under 4 fubfequept reign. 
|8,P4II. This Apgel of Henry the Sixth, has on 
** ^^' one fide the figure of St, Michael ftanding 
upon the dragon^^ and piercing him through 
the mputh with the point of his fpear j 
the upper ond of the fpcar terminating in 
a crofs bottone, henricvs. pi. gra. i^e^, 
ANGL, z, FRANC- Reverfe, a fhip with 
% large crofs for the maft, gn the right fide 
whereof is (he initial Jetter h, and on ^h^ 

f towjids, p. 39, Mb. |).i^C|. 

left 
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left zfieur de lis for France^ as we fee upon Hen. vr. 
his French Angelot. On the fide of the 
ihip, a ftiicld of the arms of France and 
England quarterly, per. crvcse. tva,» 

SALVA. NOS. XPE. REDETOR. a Crofs 

pate the mint-mark. Another has, fran- 
ciE. crvce. andREDET; fo that thcrc 
were different ftamps of thefe Angels. 

His other Coins, both gold and filver, 
are fuppofed to be diftinguifhed from his 
father's, by the arched crown, furmounted 
with the orb and crofs, being the firft of 
our Kings who appears with an arched 
crown upon his Coins ; but upon his great 
fcal he has an open crown Jleuri, with fmall ' 
pearls upon points between. This is like- 
Wife the firft time we fee the orb with the 
crofs upon the Money, though it had been 
ufed % upon other occafions, by almoft all 
our Kings, down from Edward the Con^ 
fejfor. The arched or clofe crown * is not 
of ancient ufe, but in the empire, and 
thence, perhaps, was called imperial. Somd ^ 
think Edward the Third firft ufed it, be- 
caufe he was Vicar-General of the Empire, 
and it is faid that Henry the Fifth made 
him an imperial crown ; but this King had 

» Sclden, 183. *» lb. 170, 173, 

L 4 cer- 
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Hen. VI. certainly the beft pretence to it of any 
Prince in 'Europe qF his time, being cjrowned 
King both of France and England: but 
why he did not bear it upon his great fcal^ 
as well as his Coins, is not eafily refolved, 
po more than that his fucceffor (hould bear 
it upon his great feal, and not upon his 
Coins. If King Henry \\3A ufed the arched 
crown upon his Money, it is probable he 
would have done the fame upon his feal ; 
and his fucceffor, who bore it on his feaU 
would certainly have continued, it on the 
Coin : but Edward' % bearing it on his feal, 
is no argunaent that Henry ufed it, for the 
arched crown upon Money did not come 
4nto ufe till long afterwards. Henry the 
Seventh is the firft of our Kin^s that we 
can be certain ufed it ; and the teftoone of 
Francis the Firft % coined in 1 5 1 6, is the 
firft French Money we fee it upon. But 
upon this Money attributed to KingH(?«rjf 
the Sixth, there are two forts of Crowns, 
one with a double arch, the other having 
pnly a fmgle arch, as Henry the Seventh 
ufed it 5 whence, in all probability, the 
Money having the crown with one arch 
belongs to him, {Henry the Sixth not al- 

* Le Blanc^ p. 264, plate i. . 

tering 
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tcring the fafhion of the crown) and thus Hen. VL 
we fee him full faced and crowned upon 
his firft gold Money. As to thofe that have 
the crown with the double crofs, it is un- 
certain whether they belong to Henry the , 
Sixth ornot, becaufe we have no fufficient 
proof he bore an arched crown ; and 
their weight rather determines them l;o 
Henry tht Seventh, who, if Speed's draught 
pf his great feal be true, bore the double 
arched crown, as well as * the fingle ; it 
appears fo upon his tomb, and he might 
make the fame alteration upon his Money. 
If this be true, it may be queftioned whe- 
ther we have any Money of Henry the 
Sixth's, the weight, as well as the crown, 
being an argument againft it, unlefs we 
fijppofe them to have been coined in the 
forty ninth year of Henry the Sixth, when 
filver, in Coin, was raifed fcven Shillings 
and Sixpence in the Pound, as it continued 
till Henry the Eighth. But they are too 
plenty to have been coined during that 
fliort-livcd reftoration ; for as to the in- 
denture mentioned by Mr. Lowndsj in his 
jgrft year, it fhould be ** the firft of Henry 
the Seventh ; which, with fome other mif- 

» Sandford. > Pat. i H. 7, p. 2. 

takes 
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Hen. VL takes in that writer, looks as if he had not 
^ ' ' (ashefays) carefully infpefted and examined 

the originals. 
I s.p.iii. The Groat attributed to Henry the Sixth 
^' has the double arched crown, in all other 
refpeds like the preceding Kings ; hen- 

RIC. Dl. GRA, REX. ANGL. 2. FR. (of 

franc) Thefe have commonly an anchor 
for the mint-mark, and are of London 
mint ; but there are others of Calais mint, 
for that w^s not difcontinued. 

The Half Groat is like the Groat, but 
the title of France generally abbreviated 
to F. Of this fort, is orte with agl. for 
Angliey civitas. cantor- having a tun 
for the mint-mark. Another, civitas 
EBORACi. with a key on each fide the 
King's head, as being coined in the Arch- 
bifliop's mint, and a martlet the mint-mark, 
or rather a bird, fincc thofe heraldick 
diftinftions are fuppofed not to have come 
into ufe till the next reign. Thefe mint- 
marks being likewife found upon the half- 
faced Money oi Henry the Seventh, affords 
another argument to prove them the Coins 
of that Prince. A very fair Groat with 
the fingle arched crown, haa a crofs-^ 
crofslet for the mint. 

The 
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The Penny has the arched crown like Hen. vi. 
the larger pieces, but fome with the double, 
ftnd others with the fingle arch. The 
Halfpennies are ufually of the latter fort. 

In relation to the Irijh Money of this 
reign, we find *, anno 1447, and thelwenty- 
fifth' of Henry the Sixth, that the practice 
of clipping having encouraged perfons to 
counterfeit the Coin, it was ordained by 
Parlianaeint, that/ no Money fo clipped 
ihoukj be received after the firft of May 
following, nor the Money called O'Reyley's 
Money, or any other unlawful Money ; fo 
that one coiner was ready at the faid day, 
to make the Coin. And ''in 1459, the 
jnint was again opened at Dublin and Trim^ 
where not only filver, but brafs Money, 
was coined. Of this latter metal feveral 
pld pieces have been found, wh^ch fhew 
(hat fome of the ancient IriJh Bifhops had 
the privilege of coining fuch Money. 

JK.ing Henry ^ upon his acceffion to the 
prown of England^ becoming heir of 
Prance^ the Duke of Bedford, his uncle, 
and Regent, with the ^oafcnt of King 

^ St. Hibeni. 25 H, 6, ^ap, 6, ^ Nicholfon's Irifli 

Cbarkf^ 
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Hen. VI. Cbarksy ordered * Money to be made with 
his ftamp and arms. And Charles dying 
the twcnty-firft of OSlober 1422, Henry 
was proclaimed King o{ France the twelfth 
oi November following. During the firft 
thirteen years of his reign, whilft Paris 
was in the hands of the Engltjh^ he coined 
a great deal of Money, of gold, filver, and 
billon. The Crowns ^ that were ftamped 
in the time of Charles ^ and all other Money, 
Was forbidden to be current, and called to 
the mint, that had not the arms of France 
and England ftamped on it ; whilft Charles 
the Seventh, in the mean time, was forced 
to debafe his Money, a thing * that King 
Henry the Sixth did not all the time he 
was mafter of Paris. 

His Coins of gold were Saluts, Ange- 
lots, Franks, and Nobles. The Salut ' was 
2S.P.111. fo called from the Salutation reprefented 
thereon ; the Virgin Mary holding a (hield 
with the arms of France^ and the Angel, 
another with the arms of France and 
England qu2LVttrly, and in a fcrole, ave. 
circumfcribed,, henricvs. di. gra. 

FRANCORV. Z. ANGLIE. REX. Reverfc, 

* Le Blanc, p. 242. ^ Annals, Stow, p. 363. « Le 
Ilan:, p. 244. ' Ibid. 

within 
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within a compartment, or rofe of ten parts Hen- vi^ 
or leaves, fieuri at the points, a crucifix, 
between -a ^»r de lis, and a lion oi England, 
with the initial letter h at the foot of the 
crofs. Legend, xp£, vincit. xpe. reg-» 
NAT, XPE. iMPERAT. A lion the mint-* 
mark. Another has a crown the mint«* 
mark. 

The Angelot has only one angel, holding 
the two fhields of arms, henricvs. 

FRANCORV. ET. ANGLIE. REX. Thc 

reverfe like the Salut, but without the rofe 
encompaf&ng it, and the initial letter. 

The Frank *, fo called, becaufe it was of 
the value of a Frank or Livre, that is 
twenty Sols, very much refembled that of 
Charles the Fifth, having on one fide the aS.PJlL 
King's figure on horfeback, in a fighting ^° *^* 
poflure, with a drawn fword in his hand> 
his helmet crowned, and his armour and 
the trappings of the horfe feme of lions 
zndijleurs de lis, henricvs. d, g. franc* 
z. ANGLiE. REX. Rcvcrfe, within a rofe, 
or compartment of four leaves, or parts, a 
crofs Jlori, with ornaments which feem in- 
tended for acorns, like as we fee upon thc 

* Le Blanc> P. 6, p. 244. 

Black 
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Hen. VI. Black Prince's Coin, and the fame at the 
^*'*^**' points and intcrftices of the rofe^ 

In January 1426, an ordinance Was tiiade 

in Franccy for coining of Nobles^ Half 

Nobles, and Quarter Nobles, which (by 

the draught in Le Blanc) appears to be 

nothing different from the Engli/h Noble^ 

if that be not one of Henry the Fifth. 

aS.Pl.ll. The Billon Groat % has on one fide the 

*^**' two fhields of arms, like the Salut^ and 

above the fhields his name, hericvs^ 

Circumfcribed, francorvm. et an- 

OLiE. REX. Reverfc, the cto{s,^eur delis^ 

.and lion, as the Angelot, and under it, 

iiERicvs. Legend, sit. nomen. domini* 

BENEDICTV. 

ts>pjii* Another has three Jleurs de lis ttnder a 
^ ^** crown, fupported by two lions, and re-* 
verfe a crofs fleuriy with the initial lettei* 
H. in the centre, which exadBy anfwers 
the dcfcription of one of Henry the Fifth's 
Groats. 

Petit Blanks, of two forts, one With the 
two fhields of arms, henricvs. rex^ 
Reverfe, the crofs between h. r- sit. no- 
men, &c. The other with the like fhields 
under a crown, henricvs.rex. Reverfe^ 

• Le Blanc, 24-^ 

«h« 
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the crucifix between the jkur de lis and Hen. vi. 

lion, FRANCORVM. ET. ANGLIE. 

The Double of Paris ^ or Double Denier, 2S.P.111/ 
HER I. with a crown above, and thtjieur ^ 
delis and lion underneath, fran. z* agl« 
REX, Reverfe, the crofs^^^r/, civis. pai- 

RI8IVS. 

The Paris Denier, H e r i . under a crown ; 
circumfcribed, frakcorv. et. angl. 
REX. The reverfe like the Double, but 
has a circle about the crofs. 

The Denier T'ournois, has z^eur delis and 
a lion under it, or in pale; h. rex« 
FRANCiE. ET. ANGL, Reverfe, a plain 
crofs, and an annulet in the centre; tv- 

RONIS. CIVIS. 

The Halfpenny has xSxtfleur de lis and 
lion in fefs; h. franc, et. angl. rex. 
Reverfe, a crofs, obolvs. civis. / 

Befides thefe % he coined Money of gold, 
filver, and billon, or black Money, at 
BourdeauXy and Bajonne, in Aquitaine, of 
the fame ftamp, allay, and weight, as had 
been coined in the time oi Edward the 
Third, Richard the Second, Henry the 
Fourth, and Henry the Fifth. And Mr. 

* Rymer> A. 2. lo and ii H.6> torn. lo^ p. 3 13* 49?^ 

^horejby 
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HCII..V1. Tiborejby^ menftions a piece of bafc Moncy^ 
the legend imperfcA, having upon the re- 
vcrfe two lions paflant, and as mzxxyjleurs 
de lis, interchangeably in the four quartert 
of the crofs, which is doubtlefs of this 
Aquitaine Money, but of which of the 
Henries J is uncertain. 

There was alfo a great deal of other 
Money ^ of gold, filver, and billon coined 
in that dutchy by our kings, as may be feen 
in a treatife of the Money of the Dukes of 
Aquitaine : but it has not been my luck 
to meet with it. 



EDWARD IV. A. D. 1460. 

Edw. IV. X HE firft ordinance concerning Money 
in this reign, was in the third year, ena<3:- 
ing % that all bullion of gold and filver, 
paid for merchandize at the ftaple, (hould 
be coined at the mint at Calais. It was 
afterwards ^ made felony to carry Coin or 
plate out of the kingdom without licence, 
and that no one fhouid melt Money of gold 

• N° 224. *» Le BJanc, p. 245. • St. % E. 4, cap. i* 
' St. 17 £. 4>cap. 1. 

or 
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bf liiver, fuffcienrto run in payment, uri- Edw. i\^ 
der forfeiture of the value thereof, and 
Irijh Mohey was forbid to run in payment 
in England or Wales, upon pain of for- 
feiture. 

The Money continued of the faiiie ftand- 
ard and Value, as in the two preceding 
reigns, viz. the pound of gold making 
fixteen Pounds, thirteen Shillings atid Four- 
pcnCe in tale, and the filver thirty Shil- 
lings. But in his foutth year*, William 
Lord HaJiingSy the King's Chamberlain^ 
being made mlftet of the mints throughout 
Englandy Ireland, and town of Calais, both 
gold and filver was raifed a quarter jjarf^ 
Viz. the Noble to eight Shillihgs and Four- 
pence, and the parts of it in proportion i 
the pound of gold making ih tale twdnty 
Pounds fixteen Shillings, and Eightpehcd, 
and the pound of filver making a hundred 
and twelve Groats and a half, or thirty-*, 
feven Shillings and Sixpence in tale* 

The next year ^ the potond of gold in 
Coin was raifed to^twenty-two Pounds, teii 
Shillings, viz. forty-five Nobles, or Rials^ 
going for ten Shillings each. Halves and 

■ Lowiids, p. 40. Stow's Ann. p. 41^. Sufvey lon4v 
fib. i^ p. 83, k LoWtids, p. 40. 

M Quar-* 
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Edw. IV- Quarters ; or fixty-feven and a half of th^ 
pieces imprefled with Angels, goin^ for Hx 
Shillings and Eightpence ^ch : the pound 
of filver to make thirty-icven Shillings and 
Sixpence in Coin, as before by indenture 
with the aforcfaid IFiUiam Lord Hi^^gs 
^which proportion was pbferved by King 
Henry the Sixth, when he coinpd Money 
upon his reiloration, and in his forty-nixith 
year.) And the like indentures "were made 
for coinage with the Lord HaJiingSj in the 
eighth, eleventh, and fixtecnth jcars of 
JE^Wi/n/ the Fourth, and in his twenty^ 
iecond year, with Bartholomew KeadmzStof 
worker; by which it appears the fam^ 
proportion and value was continued 
throughout this reign • 

The firft Nobles coined before his £fth 
year, I apprehend, were like thofe of King 
Edward the Third's, (for Stow tells us % 
the new ones were fmitten with a n^vf 
llamp) and diilinguiflied by the arms of 
France^ which in thofe are only thttcfeurs 
delis I whereas in thefe it is {tmh j for there 
are draughts of fuch in iwo ^ Dutch ordi- 
nances for Coins in 1633, and 1626, in 

* Lownds, p. 41 . ^ Annals, p, 41 8^ 149. c FoliD> Ant- 
wcrp, 1633, 4to, Gravcnhaghe, 1626. 

both 



jK)th trhkh the legend is, edwa^d. dei. Edw. IV. 

ORA. R£X. ANGLIE. FRANC. ©. «Y«. 

The flew Nobles^ called Riak^ Jbkorrowed 
thsA nettae no <k>ubt from the French Rial 
or. Royai {fo called * from the figure of 
the King thereon in hi« royal robes) and it 
^as very proper they OK)uid obtain the new 
«ame, w^hen they were no longer a Noble 
In ^alue. It muft have created great con-* 
ftition to have had Nofate in account, and 
Nobles in fpecie, of different values. For 
iht fame rcafon the new fpccies of Money 
coined at the fame time, called Angek, 
being the vaSue of a Noble, were called* 
Noble-Angels. 

. The Rial Nobles are like the old Noblc^^ 
tM\y a little broader, having a fquare flag 
at the ftem of the fliip, with the initial 
letter e, in the old Emglijh charafter, and 
the addition of a rofe * upon the fide of the 
(hip, different from all the Nobles coined 
before i from whence th^ were called 
Rofe-NobJesy or Rofe-Rials. Some of thele 
are likewife marked with the initial letter 
of the name of the place of coinage, either 
upon the Kind's l)reaft, or under the Aip, 

* Le Blanc, i8o,. >» Rymer, torn, li, p. 115. 
« Rymer*8 Fcedcra,tom. 12, p. 115, 20 E. 4. 

M2 as 
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Edw.iv. as E for Tork^ or b for BriJioL edwardc 

DI. GRA.REX. ANGL.Z. FRANC. DNS.IBv 

Reverfe, the lifual legend, ihc/avtem. 

TRANSIENS. PER. MEDIVM. ILLORVM. 

HiBAT* And inftcad of the crofs, a fun, 
with a rofe in the centre ^ the white rofc 
being the badge of the houfe of Tork, as the 
red was that of Lancajier^ and the fun was 
taken by ^this King, for his devife, s/t?r 
the battle of iWirZ/^wr's Crofs^ when three 
funs are faid to appear before the battle, 
and fuddenly join in one i which taking 
for a happy omen, and becoming viftorious, 
he ever after ufed the fun ; afterwards, 
joining thofe two devifes together, he ufed 
them for his badge, or cognizance, as we 
fee it upon this Coin 4 This makes it the 
more extraordinary, that both * Evelyn and 
Selden (hould miftake this Coin for a Noble 
of Edward the Third's. 

The Angel, which is the firft of that 
fpccies coined in England^ is like that of 
Henry the Sixth before defcribed, bat 
having a rofe on the iide of the mafl inftead 
of the Jleur de lis. 

* « Numifmata, p. 86. Marc Claufum, p. 260. 

The 
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ThcEngliJh Money, both goFd and filver, Edw. iv. 
have the old open crown, like Henfy the^ ' 
Fifth, though upon his great feal he. wears 
the double-arched, or Imperial crown* 
His Groats, which are generally clipped 
to the letters, are known from thofe of 
Edward the Thirds by the old Englijh 
charad:ers, the n appearing almoft like an 
R, and like wife by the weight, being a third 
part lighter; edward. di. gra. rex. 
ANGL. z« FRANC. The title of Ireland 
being omitted upda his Englijh filver 
money, as that of England^ is upon his 
Irijh^ Reverfc,. ci vitas. London, with 
the ufual legend of posvi, &c. a crofs-- 
crofslet the mint-mark. 
, Another has foar pellets on each fide 
the htfad, defigned, no doubt, for a rofe, 
which this King was fofond of, and a rofe 
the mint-mark. Another has a flower for 
the mint-mark, confifting of many fmall 
leaves rcfembling a marygold; others a 
figure like a horfe-fhoe, a crown, ' &c. 
One without the pellets, has an adnulet 
the mint-mark. A Groat of Tork mintiS.P.liU 
with the pellets, CI VITAS, eboraci. and 
upon the King's breaft the letter e, figni- 
f/i^g the ^ame I a maiygold, oifieur de lis 
M3 the 
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E<r#. IV. the iriint-mark. ThoCc of Csriterlmiy rifiAt 
have c Q|>oct the Kiiig'a breai)^. Others 
VILLA. ]ti(isTOLL. or BRiSTow. haVe B 
oo the breaft^ and on each fide the King's 
head a flower of four Ieaves> of a very dif- 
ferent ihape from roiie leaves. There is 
alfo a Groat of COVEN Tii£> and probably 
of other places* 

The Penny and fmaller Coins Want the 
rofe about the King's head ; eitwardts^i 
Aex; or rex. angl. Reverfe^ the crofsF 
andpelletSy civitas. londoit* 

One Penny has a^ b on< the right fide the 
bead* Reverfe,ciTiTAs. dvl^ or ltvnel. 

In Iriiandi the ftate of <he Coin feemi 
to have been very bad the beginning c^thii^ 
reign > for in 1461, the Groat, Half Qroat, 
Pehny ; and other Coins, were (6 deftroyittl 
by clippers^ that the Parliament oiltekni 
ordained % that clipped Mor^y fhdnld Koi 
be taken in payment 1 but afier the Pur^^ 
cation (f our Lady then next enfoingy be 
utterly void, and deemed no Coin of the 
King. The fame year mMts are (kfd^ tt> 
have been efkbllfhed by the deputy^ for 

• Sut. Hib. 5 E. 4, cap. ^. * Ware's Annals, p. 74. 
uNidi.lKlhHiit.Ub. p.i62. 

OroatSt 
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Gf oats, Twopences, Pence, Halfpence, and Edw. rv. 
Farthings : and in 1467, liberty was given 
by aft of Parliament, for coining of Money 
in the cities of Waterford and Limerick, 
and in tht towns of TreJagi,GaI/oway, and 
Carlin^ordt as well as in Dublin and T'rim. 

In 1475, in a Parliament zt Dublin, the 
value of filver Money was raifed a third 
part; the firft difference*, between the 
ftandard of the Englijh and Irijh Money, 
which afterwards was always lefs than the 
BngRJh. By the fame law, the mint was ' 
fixed at Dublin, Drogheda, and Waterford, 
and prohibited in other places : and in the 
1 8th year of King Edward, another law 
impowered.the raafter of the mint, to coia 
pieces df Threepence and a Penny : upon 
this Money *• was the impreffion of three 
crowns, reprefenting • the three kingdoms 
of England J Prance^ and Ireland, and all of 
it was a third lefs in value than the Englijb. 
Thefe are the firft Threepences that we 
meet with, having on one fide a fhield» 
divided by the crois, and the arms of 
1^ ranee and England quarterly, rex. ak- 

» Thorefby, N^ 235. ^ Ware's Antiquidcs, cap. 25, ia 
Iriih Hift. p. 163. « Sdden, 133. 

■ M 4 ' GLIEt 
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Edw. IV. GLiE. Z.FRAN ciE. Rcvcrfe, the like crof$> 
^T^f^with three ppen crowns, compofed of 
^** 28. profles 2indjleurs d^ lisy different from any 
of his predeceffors, (as we fee it Hkewife 
ppon the feal of Elizabeth his Queen) 
DOMiNvs. HiBERNip. Weight, twenty 
grains and a half, 
is.p.iir. Another, edward, du gra. pns, 
HYBERN. his head likethe£«^/^ Groat, 
a cinqfoil the mint-mark, Reverfe, his 
cognizance of the fun, with a rofe in the 
centre, fills the area, civitas. dvbljnie. 
This weighing twenty-two grains, muft be 
Jikewife a Threepence, 

The Irijh Groats have the King's hea^i 
\vithin ^ rofe, like the En^lijh.^ nothing of 
the old triangle appearing, and generally 
make no mention qi England-, edwardvs, 

DEI, GRA. DNS. HIBERNI, Reverfc, CI-? 

VITAS pvBLiNiE, v^ith the ufual mpttQ 

of POSVI, 

The like, VJLLA. DE.PROGHEDA, 

Another of Waterford^, weight, one 
pennyv^reight, nine grains : another de, 

TRIM, 

firiH Hill. lib, p. 164, 

ET^lVARTk 
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EDWARD V. A. D. 1483. 

JL HIS unfortunate young Prince can Edw.v. 
hardly be numbered amongft the Kings of ^ 
England. He was proclaimed, but not 
crowned. And the fhort fpace of time he 
furvived his father, was rather the tyranny 
of Richardy than the reign of Edward. 
There was, however, a mafter of the mint 
appointed for form's fake ; but it is not 
Jikely any Money was coined. 



RICHARD III. A. D* 1483, 

JL Hough this King reigned but aRiduin. 
little more than two years, he coined ' 
Money both of gold and filver. Prefently 
^fter his coronation, Robert Brakenbury^ 
Efq. was conftituted "mafter- worker of the 
Money in the Tower ^ realm of England^ 
and town of Calais^ and marches of the 
fame : and by indenture three days after % 
the pound of gold was to make forfy-five 
Jlials at ten Shillings each; with Half 

? Pat. dat, 17 July, i Rt 3, p. 5, m. 3. ^ ^o July, x R. 3. 

Rial$ 
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Rich. III. Rials-and Fcrlings; Angels, at fix Shillings 
^'"'^ and Eightpenee each> and Artgekts making 
by tale twenty-two Pounds ten Shillings, 
and the poand of fterling filvitr^r to make a 
kundred and twelve Groats and a Half;; 
Half Groarts, Sterlings^ Halfpenee^ and 
Farthings, making in tale thirly-fevea 
Shillings and Sixpence, being fhe £ime 
ftandard and valoe as the fifth of Edward 
the Fourth. 

It is fuppofed, that be only coined An- 
gels and Half Angels, for no other, I thinks 
have yet been difcovered. Thefe 'Angels 
iire like his predeceffor's, and have a boards 
head for the mint-mark ; the white boar 
being his cognizance. 
I S.P.III. The filver Money is like that of Richard 
, ^°^ the Second, but a third part lighter ; the 
indenture weight of thefe Groats being but 
two pennyweights three grains. AH that 
itt well preferved, and do not exceed this 
weight, belong to this Richard-^ but they 
ire generally clipped into the letters, and 
, therefore a proper allowance mufl be made, 
both for fhort weight in the coinage (few 
Groats of any of our Kings coming withia 
five or fix Grains of the indenture weight) 
and Alfc for the clipping. Some, if nut all 

of 
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of thh King's hsve tli^ bo^'s held for th€ Ricb.nr. 
mmt-mark. Hd afed the old open crowa 
upon his Momeyy and the double-'arcbed 
cvoi/vrn upon has great feal, like Estward the* 
Fourth^ bvtt the cfoi&s pate, zxidjkurs di^ 
Us upon the circle. 

in Ireland, in hi^ firft year, there was 
feme regulation made aC Dublin^ \ff an ^ 
of Parliament % for breaking of a;ll C0un<^ 
terfeit Money, which was confiermed in the 
fsdlowing reign ; but it does not appear he 
caio^ any other Money in the ilead of it« 
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K fh^ firft year df King Henry the Hen. VII. 
Seytnth, Js^ari indenture ^ dated the fourth 
of Mthkmbef^ With Sir Giles Dawdeney^ 
Knight^ and Bartholomew^ Read^ matters 
aMd worker^ df his Majel^y^s Monies in 
the Tower of London^ realm of England, 
tbWtt of Calais t arid marches of the fame, 
il^hercby a pound df gold of the old ftaftdard 
was «c^ make forty^five Rials, at ten Shil- 
lings each; H^dfRi^s^ai^Rral Farthings, 

•Warc*aAntk|,ehMj. log. Hift. Kbr f . Ws- 
* Pat. I H, 7, p. 2. 

Angels, 
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Hcn^vii/Arigcls, at fix Shillings aftd Eightpence 
each, and Angelets : and the pound of 
filver was to make a hundred and twelve 
Groats and a Half, or a proportionable 
nunober of Half Groats, Sterlings, Half- 
pence, and Farthings. There is another * 
like, indenture with Join Shaw and Bar-^ 
tbolomew Read^ matters and workers, bear- 
ing date the twentieth of November^ in his 
eighth year; and i(7w;^^/r'' mentions ano- , 
thcr in his ninth year with Robert Fenra^ 
tbemsiAWHliamRead^ raafters and workers^, 
all for coining the fame fpccies, and of the 
lame goodnefs and value, which continued 
all this reign. But, befidcs thefe, were 
coined pieces called SovereignSy and Half 
Sovereigns; for fuch are mentioned in the 
ftatute ' in the nineteenth of Henry the 
Seventh, relating to the Coin 5 but when 
they were firft coined, does not appear, for 
they are not mentioned in any indenture 
that I have feen of this reign. 

In the fourth of this King, fome regu- 
lution'*was made in the allaying of gold 
and filver, which was formerly dooe by 
fire and yrat5r,;4mder a rule and order, by. 



«Pat.8H.7, p. 2. 


»p.4i. . 


« Slat. 1911.7,0.5, 


*Sut.4H,7,c,2. 
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the'finers at the King's mints, and atiten.vii: 
Goldfmitbs-'HaU only ; but at this time, it 
ftems, liners had fet up in all parts of the 
realms, who ufed divers allays, fo that no 
fine filver was to be had, as formerly, either 
for Money or plate. It was therefore now 
ena&ed that no finer (hould fine gold oc 
filver, nor fell to any perfon, but to the 
ofiicers of the mint, changers, and gold- 
fmiths, the.filver to be as good as fterling ; 
^nd that every finer fhould put his mark 
ppon it. Alfo • the ftatute of the feven- 
tcenth oi Edward t\ic Fourth againft tranf- 
porting Money or plate was revived, and 
the forging *" of foreign Coin, allowed to 
be current in England^ was. made treafon. 
A law very fuitableto this provident Kiftg, 
who is faid* to have left behind him fifty- 
three hundred thoufand Pounds in ready 
Money, moft of it in foreign. Coin. 

; In > his nineteenth year, the Coin, but 
chiefly the filver, was fo impaired by clip- 
ping and counterfeiting, and bringing in 
oiirijh Coin, that it came under the con- 
fideration of Parliament to provide a re- 
medy ; and it was enadted ^ that all manner 

« « St. 4 H. 7, cap. 23. »> lb. cap. 18. « Rot. ClauC 
An. 3H. 8, in Coke's Inll. P. 2, p. 575. •* St. 19 H, 7, cap. 5. 

r..- . of 
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Hen.yiL Off gold x>f thc Coins of ^Soiiereigfiy HAf 
Sov&tigB^ Rial, Half Riad, and the feurl& 
partof a £.ial« the Angei, and Half ^Jagd^ 
being gold, aad weight, fhould he (^rccQt 
for Jtibe Aun they werje coinuod for s and in 
like manner, all Groats, Ejdgli/b or foreign^ 
or Pence .of Twopence, except realbaaidd 
wear, although cracked ; and all Pepce of 
filver^ haviog the prin,t of the iCiog's Ciain^ 
except only Pence bearing diuers fpuiis, or 
the muikt hptween the bar$ of the crofs^ 
which wene to becurrent for an Halfpeatmy ; 
and if any per ion tciaitA Ito^taJce the ^afope^ 
laid f^oins according to t}\e term^ of dif 
od:, he ixught hecotnpelled,4)f imprifonad; 
It was alfo ordained, ti^t aAl manaer ^. 
Croats, and I^alf Gloats, or Pence of 
Twdpence,as .well E/ngi^ as foreign, (being 
l^lipped or otherwife impaired, except rea-^ 
fonahle (wear, ihould not be ^cmi^ rent, but 
might be brought *o the mint to be 
€hanged,or*cop vented into biil4ion; (whidh 
Icfs"* was nothing in r-efpe^ft of the «ncer-i^ 
tainty.) And to prevent clipping far ^h^ 
time to ^omp, Ifhe King, hy ^ -advice of 
Council, had caiifcd ^ bc^nadenew Coins 
of Groats, and Pence pf T.wopence, every 

•Lord Verulam'sLtfe, H. 7. 

piece 
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piece whereof wa$ to have a circle ^boa^Vfi^vil^ 
the outer part thereof; and the gold to hp 
poiiicd for the ti^y^ tp come, was to h^ve 
the whole fcripturc about every pieo^ 
without Uckix^ any part thereof, to the 
intent tha^ it might he known by the circ}^ 
or fcripture, wh^n tfiey weriC clipped or 
Mnpaire4. An4the warden i>r coipptr^JUb: 
of the mint wa« to fee this done^ under thp 
pena^^f forfeiting their office^ milmnig 
iiaed at the King's pleafure. With regai4 
tp IreJan^^ no buHioo, plate, or Cpin wap 
to he c^rrie4' thither, above iChe valikje pf 
fiK ShilUagis 2iM Eighfcpeace, ©r [brought 
-from tiienoe abov* three . Shiliiugs and 
Fourpence value. What is here faid of 
^ circle and fcripture about the Coin, to 
prevent clipping, was no more than ha«l 
always been, tliough the circle and a gre^*' 
part of the letters were wanting upon moft 
of the Money then current. It feems there*- 
fore to iiave beeen infert^d in die acl, to 
afcertain what was lawful Money, that if 
it had not the fcripture and ring entire, it 
might not be current ; and that was, ia 
4Bffea, to bring the clipped Money to the 
^mint, which probably was done at this 
* timej^ 
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tten.vil. time ; for moft of the Money we have of 
this King's is of. this latter coinage. 

Stow tells us % this new Coin appointed 
by Parliament, that is to fay. Groat and 
Half Groat, bore but half faces ; and that 
at the fame time alfo was coined a Oroat> 
which was in value Twelvepence, Thefe 
Groats of Twelvcpence, or Shillings, had 
likewife the fide face, fo that it feems tht 
JMoney coined before his nineteenth year 
had the full face. But of thofe with the 
full face, whether all with arched crowns 
belong to this Henry ^ or orfly thofe with 
the fingle arch, is uncertain^ for the reafons 
that have been before mentioned under 
Henry the Sixth. 

The filver Money of Henry the Seventh 
with the half face differs therein from all 
' his predeceflbrs, after King Stephen : and 
in this his fucceffors followed his exam- 
ple, for we have none afterwards with the 
full face, but the bad Money oi Henry ih^ 
Eighth, and the good oi Edward the Sixth. 
He was the firft likewife (exeept^Hi?//;j the 
Third) that added the number to his name, 
to diftinguifli his Money from the former 
Henries. He alfo left off the. old rofe (a« 

* Annals, p. 485. 
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it is called) about the hea4i and^ inftead Hcn.viL 
of the pellets and place of mintage on the 
reverfe> he placed the arms, which is the 
jfirft time we fee it upon the Englijb iilver 
Money. 

The crown, as it appears upon the 
Money, coniifla. of one arch, with little 
croffes thereon faltier--ways, furmounted 
^With the orb and crofs* The circle c6m-» 
pofed.of crofles patonce, (the 6rofs gitf ri* 
bated to Edward the Conf^br) a larger and 
a fmaller alternately; for fuch crofles they 
jappear to be upon a ilri^t exan>ination, 
though at firft fight they look more like 
loaves, and are fometimes all of an equal 
height. The crown on his great feal has 
crofies pate, zxi^jkurs de Us^ and the like 
is upon the crown on his tomb, over the 
entrance of the fqreen or inclofure i but in 
another part they appear to be crofles humet^ 
zxi^jUursdelis^ with lefler flowers between i 
and in a third place the like with lefTer 
.croiTes between. As to the arches. Sand*- 
fcrd^ gives us his feal with one arch^ Speed 
with two, as it is likewife on his tomb. 
The fame difference has been ohferved of 
former Kings upon their Coins and great 

* Genealogical Hill* of England, 

N ^tals« 
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Ifcn.Vfr. fea^s, by which it appears, no certain form 

^ was conftantly obfcrvcd. But from this 

time the arched crown with croiles pat^ and 

Jkurs de lis alternately, (as upon Henry lAxe, 

" Seventh's great fcal) has been conftantly 

ufed with very Httlc variation, either upon 

feals or Coins, except upon the firft Money 

of Henry the Eighth, 

The Groat coined before bis nineteenth 
year, has his head full faced with^in the 
rofe, and crowned with the old crown^, 
compofed oifiiurs de lis, whb rays between> 
and'one arch furmounted with the orb and 

Crofs. HENRIC. I>I« ORA. RBX. ANGl. T^ 

FR.. with the uAial reverfe, civitas^ lon* 
poN« a crofscfofslet themint-mark* 
ts.P.llL The Groats coined ip his nineteenth 
^^^* year, and afterwards, have his head in pro- 
^le, looking to the left, with a crown of 
one arch, the circle adorned with crofles 
patonce, a larger and a fmaller alternately, 
as before defcribed, henric.vii.di.gr a. 
HEX. AGL« X. FR« Reverfe, a plain ihield 
divided by the old crofs, quartering the 
arms oi France and England, Posvi. dsv« 
ADivTORE. MEv% mint-marks, a pbeon, 
a cicpfs crofslet, a roie, &q« 

The 



The Half Groarir waar the title of France. Hin. vm 
One of Tork mint has the keys under the 
arms^ and a martlet the mi nt-^ mark i in 
this the crofTes of the crown are' sill of 
equal heights. 

The Penny has the Kirtg's figure in hi* 
robes, and crowried, fitting in a chair of 
.ftate, and holding in his hands the fceptre 
and orb, Uenric. di. gr A4 rex. ang^ 
Reverfe, the arms and crofs, as upon the 
Groat> and under the (hieM the keys^ 
ihewing it to be of the Archbiihop's coinage; 
GiviTAS* EBORACi. Thefe Pennies (fays 
Mr. I'hotejby) cannot be of Henry the 
Sixth, becaufe of the arms, nor of Henry 
the Eighth, becaufe too heavy, weighing 
upwards of eleven grains; whereas the 
other fort (with a different epigraphe) of 
Henry the Eighth, are lighter by two or 
three grains : but though the heaviefi: of 
thefe may probably belong to Henry the 
Seventh, yet they may likcwife be his fon's, 
whofe Money for fome years was the fame 
weight as his father's. Mr. Tborejby was, 
no doubt, led into this miflake by Mr« 
Ltrwrtdi^ mifplacing the indenture of the 
eighteenth^ to.thefirft oi Henry the Eighth. 

Na Tlic 
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Thefe kind of Pennies of Durham mrnt 
are very common, henric. di. gra. 
REX. A. Reverfe, the arms, and civitas. 
DVRHAM. with the letters r. n. or c. d. 
on each fide the arms, which muft be for 
the minter, for they do nbt anfwer to the 
name of any Bifhop of this fee. 

The Shilling, which before was a name 
of weight, was firft made a Coin by this 
King', anno 1504, in the nineteenth year 
pf his reign. Stow^ qzWs them Groats, 
which were in v£lue Twelvepence, I fup- 
pofe, for no other reafon^ but becaufe they 
were the greateftCoin then made, as piece;s 
of Fourpence were for the fame reafon 
called Groats. But Fabian^ who lived at 
the time, calls them Shillings, from their 
value, which name they have ever fince 
retained, except only in the beginning of 
Henry the Eighth, they are fometimes 
called Tejloons. Of thefe, as Stow informs 
us, there" were but fevv coined, after the rate 
of Fortypence the ounce ; fo it feems they 
were only fpecimens, or defigns, for fuch 
a fpecies of Money, which makes thicm 
very great raritiea. They are of two ft^rtc, 

• Camden*$ Remains. * > Annals, p. 485. Survey Lond» 
B.l,p. 83. 

both 
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both like the Groat, and neatly ftamped, Hc».vir. 
but they have different epigraphs ; one 

HENRIC. Dl. GRA. the Other, HENRIC. 

SEPtiM. Di. GRA. A few years after, the 
FrencA^ coined a -new fpecies of Money 
like this, and perhaps in imitation of it, but 
called it a 7'eJioM,from whence, no'doubt^ 
Hehry the Eighth took the name. 

King Henry is alfo faid ^ to have ftamped 
a fmall Coin called DanJy-Prats, but what 
fort of Mt)ney this was, we are not in» 
formed. 

This King is 'the firft that coined pieces 
called Sovereigns^ or, as fome call them. 
Double Rofe Nobles y, or Rofe Rials^ from 
their valu^. They had their name, no 
doubt, from the figure of the- Sovereiga 
thiereon upon his throne in ftatc; »but whcn^ 
and for what purpofe they were coined, 
does notappdar; but they were coined 
before his nineteenth year, becaufe the 
ftatute for Money of the nineteenth of 
Henry the Seventh, mentions gold of the 
^ Coins of Sovtt^eigh and Half Sovereign, 
As they are exceedingly fcarce, and not 
mentioned in any indentures of this reiga 
that I have, feeui nor. the firft indenture of 

* Lc ^lancj p. 1 1 ,. > Camden's Remains, ch. Money. 

* N3 his 
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Hen.vii, his fon, and were, too valuable to be of ufc 
7'"' at that time fqr current Money, it is pro- 
bable they were ftruck, upon extraor- 
dihajry occaiions, only in the nature of 
medals, and perhaps were firft coined ii| 
honour of the King's coronation, as his 
^gure thereon, in the attitude .of that fo- 
lemnity, feems to intimate. We arc told * 
fuch were diilributed at the coronation of 
Queen Mary^ and Sovereings were coined 
in every reign afterwards to King James 
the Firft inclufive. 
aS.pjiL Thefc Sovereigns have the King's figure 
in his royal robes; the crown on his head, 
fceptr^ in his right hand, and orb in his 
left, fitting upon his throne^ under a canopy 
of Gotbick work, the back of the throne 
liet*work, znd/em} dc Ks. The epigraphe 
in old Bnglifb charadlers, henricvs, dei. 

CRA.REX.ANGI.,ET. F^AN. DNS, HIBN, 

This is the iirft time we meet with the orb 
and crofs in the King's hand upon the 
Coin, though it had been ufed ^ upon other 
occafions by almoft all our Kings from 
Edward (he Confe^t^ the fceptre being 
likewife furmounted with the crofs pa-^ 
toncc, or St. Edward' i etafh of which 

« Evelyn, f, 91. k SeldenTsTit. iiQnofi];j p. 18}. 

" 1 / croiTe* 
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cfoffcs the crown is likewife compofed. Hen. viL 
different from all his predeceflbrs. Rcverfe, 
a large, full-blowm, or dcuble rofe^ in re* 
fpe<ft of the union of the two houfes of 
Tor^A and Lancafier, as we fee upon his 
ftately monument iii his chapel at fFe^^^ 
mtnfi^r^ In the centre of the rofe, ^a plafp 
^fcutcheon of the arms of France and 
England^ quarterly, ihesvs. avt£M» 

TRANSIENS. PER, MEDIVM. ItLORVM^ 

IB AT, The mint^mark a dragon, which 
was one of his fupporters* This agrees 
exadly with the draught in Speedy which 
he has mifplaced to Kenry the Sixth j whd 
did not coin any fueh pieces. 

A q[uadruple Noble, or. Double Seve^ 
reign, has exadly the fame flamp. 

There is another Sovereign with a port-* 
cullis at the King's feet, which ibme have 
therefore attributed to this Henry. It is 
true, that Henry the Seventh alTumed this 
badge of the portcullis, in refped of his mo-^ 
ther's defcent • from the Beauforts j ths^ as 
the portcullus was an additional fecurity to 
the gate, fo his defcent from his mother 
ftrengthened his other titles; from which 
jdevife he alfo inftituted the Furjuivant at 

N4 Arms^ 
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Hen. VII. Arms^ called Portcullis. But as Henry thb 
^^■^^^ Eighth likewife ufcd thfe badge of the 
portcullis, and fome of thefc Sovereigns y hj 
their weight, are undoubtedly his, it is 
udt improbable but they may all be fo. 
• Thdftatute of the nineteenth of Henry 
the Seventh likewife mentions Half Sove- 
reigns, which muft be the exa<ft value of 
theRiaU and therefore, as no fuch pieces 

A (I think) have yet been difcovered, it is 

l^robable. there never were any coined. 

The Rials were like the former Henrys. 
' The Angel has St. Michael killing the 
(dragon, like the Angel oi Henry the Sixths 
but a better dye, henric. di. gra. rex. 
AG LI. z. FRA. Reverfe, like the former 
Henry y but inftead of the Jleur Je Xs,hsis a 
refe like Edward the Fourth's, per. 

CRVCE. TVA. SALVA. NOS. XPB. RED. 

One of theie Angels I have feen ftamiped 
With the arms 6f Zealand, (done in Queeri 
Elizabeth' B reign) to make it current in that 
provirfce. , • ' . , . : 

jS.p.ili. * Befides thtEnglifh gold Coins, there is 
*^ ^^* S curious piece ftruck by this King in 
France, in the^ year 1 492, and^ the eighth- of 
his reign, , when pretending to afTert -hir 
title to that klngdoj[Q9 he.lai^ £ie^e to 

' * Bul^ 
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Bulhigne. This has the King's figiirc, Hcn.vir. 
(landing in a fhip, like the Englijh Rial or 
Noble, the fide of the fliip being charged 
with rofes, and the King crowned with a 
double-arched crown Jieuri ; at the head of 
the fliip a banner, infcribed with the ini- 
tial letter of his name, and at the ftern ano* 
ther banner of the dragon, the ancient 
JBr//^ ftandard, which, as defcended froni 
Cadwa/Iadar, he ufed ' at Bo/worfif, and 
after the ^iftory offered up at St. Paul's. 
This red dragon he like wife ufed for one 
of his fupporters, and commemorated by 
the inftitution of RougeJragon, Purfuivant 
at Arms, Epigraphe, i^enric. di. gra. 
REX.ANG.z.FRANC/DNs.iBAR. Reverfe, 
the double full-blown rofe, like the Sove^ 
reign, and the fame legend, but with the 
fingle arms of France in the centre. 

This piece, from the ftamp of the Rial 
on one fide, and rofe on the other, may 
not improperly be caHed a Rofe-Rial, and 
by the value might either be a Rial, or a 
Half Sovereign. It is certainly now a great 
curiofity, but was formerly more common^ 
for I find draughts of it in two ^ Dutch 

^ • Saodfor^, p. 464. Notes. * Fo, Antwerp, 1633, 4to. 
bravenhague, 1626* 
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tiouVH. placaits for Colns^ in 1626, and 1633, ar 
a fpccics of Money then current. 

In the -third plate of Coins publifhed by 
the focicty of Antiquaries of LohJoh, there 
is likewise an extraordinary iilver Coin^ 
fuppoied 10 be ftrack in IF landers^ by order 
of 'ihe Dutchefs of Burgundy, for the uie 
of P^iin Warieci i having within a rofe 
of four leaves^ zfeur de lis, and lion of 
England under a crown ^ and at bottom a 

rofe^ MANI. T£CH£L. PHARSS. . I498> 

alluding * to the hand- writing upon the 
wall at Beljbazzar% impious feaft. Reverfe, 
the arms of Fnmce and England quarterly, 
under an arched crown feuri, and on the 
fides of the ihield, a ^eur d< lis, and rofe 
crowned, all within a rofe, ]>omin£. sa*« 
X.VVM, F AC* REGEM. {Pfalm%x. V. 9.) 

It does not appear that He$py the Se- 
venth coined any Money in L^ehmd* 

» Dnuelj ch. 5, v. 25. 
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HENR r YIll. A.D. 1509, 

1 HE ftatc of this King's Money was H.Vin. 
like his mind and humour, very cjiangeable 
and uncertain. In the beginning of his 
reign he imitated his father in hi$ Coin^ 
but afterwards both gojd and filvcr were 
debafed ; Henry the Eighth, firft of all the 
Kings of England* t mixing the Monejr 
with brafs, to the diihonour of the king* 
dom, and the damage of his fucceffors and 
people, leaving thereby a notable example 
of riot and prodigality, confidering that his 
father left him more v^realth than any other 
^ingoi England tvi^r left to his fucceflbr. 

In his firft year is an indenture ^ with 
William Lord Montjoy, mafter of the King's 
mints in England and Calais^ for coining 
Money of the fame goodnefs and value as 
his father's, viz. Rials, at ten Shillings 
each, forty-five to the pound j Half Rials 
and Quarter Rials, Angels, fixty-fevcn and 
half to the pound, at fix Shillings and 
Eightpence each, and Angelets; and of 

filvef 
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H. VIII. filvcr Groats, a hundred and twelve and a 
half to the pound. Half Groats, Pence, 
Halfpence, and Farthings. The gol<^ of 
the old ftandard twenty-three carrats, three 
gr^ns and a half fine, and half a grain allay» 
and the filvcr of eleven ounces two penny- 
weights fine, and eighteen pennyweights 
allay, which is called the old right ftandard 
of thc-fterling of England. 

In his fifteenth year it was enabled % 
that of every hundred - Pounds worth of 
gold coined at any mints within the realm 
of England^ (except Tork^ Durefm^ and 
Canterbury) twenty Pounds thereof fhould 
be in Half Angels, commonly called 
pieces of gold of Forty-pence, and every 
hundred Pounds worth of filver fhould be 
coined half into Groats, twenty Pounds 
in Half Groats, called Pence of Twopence, 
ten Marks in Halfpence, and five Marks 
in Farthings : and all perfons bringing 
bullion to the mint to be coined, under 
the value aforefaid, were to receive the 
tenth part in Halfpence and Farthings. 
And, becaufe Halfpence and Farthings had 
lb near a'refemblance to each other, being 
ftruck with one Coin, tbat the common 

; , , * Sut. 14 and 15 H, 8, cap. 12. 

people 



OF English INdfdNSY. l8f 

people often miftook the one for the other, H, viK. 
all Farthings afterwards made within the 
realm, were to have on one fide the print 
of the portcullis, and on the other fide the - 
rofe with a crofs. Of this laft fort I have 
never fccn any ; but the former Halfpence 
and Farthings ftruck with one Coin, I ap- 
prehend, had the King's head full iaced, 
and crowned, h. d. g. rosa. sie. spi« 
Reverfe, ei vitas. London, for fuch are 
extant, and by their weight belong to this 
Prince. 

In his eighteenth year there was a great 
fcarcity of Money, and the caufes being 
enquired into, it was found to be owing 
to the tranfportation that had been made 
into the L^«^ Countries, and the only re- 
medy found, was to raife the Money at 
home, to the fame price it pafTed abroad. 
Hitherto we are told • the Angel-Noblc 
was the fixth part of an ounce, in value fix 
Shillings and Eightpence, which in filver 
was two ounces. Thus the proportion df 
filver to gold was twelve to one. Again^ 
(fays our author) an ounce of- filver (or 
Half Angel) pafi'ed for three Shillings and 
Fourpence ; #:|^elve ounces, or a pounds 

* Herben's Life of H. S. Stow# p* 5 27 • Asuals . 

wa» 
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H. vin. was juft forty Shillings, but the fixthr o( 
September J by proclamation, the value of 
.both being, raifed one tenth part, theAngei 
was feven Shillings and Fourpence, which 
was the value it then paflfed at in the hatv 
Countries i the Royal eleven Shillings, and 
the Crown, (meaning * the old French 
Crown) at fodr Shillings and Pourpence ^ 
imd confequentlythe ounce of gold was 
forty<-four Shillings, and the ounce of 
filver three Shillings and Eightpence, the 
proportion being (utfupra) twelve to one^ 
The benefit of this foon appeared, that the 
fifth of November following, there was 
another proclamation, raifiag the Money 
one forty^fourth part ; fo that the Angel 
was feven Shillings and Sixpence, the 
ounce of gold forty-five Shillings, and the 
ounce of Silver three Shillings and ,Nine- 
pence ; and by this means much q£ our 
gold was brought back again. 

By this it appears, that the g(^d Mon^ 
had been leflened in weight long before 
his eighteenth year, in the following pro- 
portion, VIZ. the Angel from fixty-fcven 
and a half to the pounds making twenty* 
two Pounds ten Shillings^pMklerand weighs 

ing 
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tng each three pennyweights, thirteen H:vii^ 
grains, one fourth, to three pennyweights^ 
eight grains, making (eventy^two to the 
pound, and in tale twenty-four pounds 
By the firft proclamation in Septembir^iM, 
pound was raifed to twenty-^fix Pounds eight 
^ Shillings, and by the lail proclamation to 
twenty-feven Pounds. So, in like maniieri 
the pound of filver, which in the beginnjfng 
of his reign made thirty-feven Shillings and 
and Sixpence in tale, viz. a. hundred and 
twelve Groats and a half, each weighing 
two pennyweights three grains,, had been 
raifed to forty Shillings in tale, or a hun* 
dred and twenty. Groats, weighing two 
pennyweights each 1 and by the two pro* 
clamations raifed to forty-£ve Shillings ia 
tale, or a hundred and thirty-five Groats to 
the pound, and confequently reduced ift 
iveight to onepennyweight, eighteen grains 
and a half. And according to this propor«* 
tion, both of gold and filver, there was an 
indenture^ with halpb Rimlet and Martm 
Bowes f mafters and workers, which Mn 
LtMnds has mifplaced to the firft of Henry 
the Eighth. By this indenture the pound 
of gold was ib^ niake tw«nty«feven Pounds 

\ in 
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H. VIII. in tal^cV via. Sovereigns, twenty*four t& 
the pound, at twenty^two Shillings and 
Sixpence a-picce, or forty-eight Rials, at 
eleven Shillings and Threepence each,, or 
feventy-two Angels, at feven Shillings and 
Sixpence, or eighty-one George Nobles at 
fix Shillings and Eightpence, or a hundred 
and forty-four Half Angels at three Shil- 
lings and Ninepence, or a hundred and 
fixty-two Forty-penny Pieces, at three 
Shillings and Fourpence. And a pound 
weight of gold, of the finencfs of twenty-*- 
two carrats only, was to be coined into a 
hundred Crowns and a half of the double 
rofe, or two hundred and one Half Crowns, 
making by tale twenty-five Pounds, two 
Shillings and Sixpence. And a pound weight 
of • filver of the old ilerling, was to make 
one hundred and thirty-five Groats, or two 
hundred and feventy Half Groats, or five 
hundred and forty Sterlings, (Z.^. Pence) 
or a proportionable number of Halfpence 
and Farthings, the pound of filver making 
forty ^five Pounds by tale : and there is the 
like indenture * in his twenty-fifth year. 

This was the firft coinage* of Oearg^ 
Nobles and Crowtas of «be:frofe, and tha 

* ^5 H. 8> p. 1. Clauf. xn. 38. . ^ Stov^« p^sMis.- 

aJter-» 
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firft alteration in the ftandard of the gold U.ViiU 
Money, which had hitherto been all of 
the old ftandard of twenty-three carrats^ 
three grains, and a half fine, and half a 
grain allay* 

In his twenly-^fecond yeat*, an author 
tells us % Cardinal Wolfey had a commif-- 
iion granted to him for the alteration of 
the Coin, which brought in great confufion 
among the valucis of Money ; and, toge-*- 
ther with the exceflive quantities of gold 
and filver, about that time brought into 
Chrijiendom from the Weji-Indiesy was the 
occafion that the ftatute of labourers and 
fervants was no further obferved i the 
prices of all things being enhanced, they 
could not live upon their ftatute wages s 
but this feems to be a miftake throughout, 
for the Cardinal was impeached in the 
twenty-firft of Henry the Eighth , and there 
was no alteration in the Money from his 
eighteenth till his thirty-fourth year* 

In the thirty-fourth year of Henry the 
Eighth, the mafters and workers (as in 
the former) by indenture * contfaded to 
coin gold of twenty-three carrats fine, and 
one allay, into Sovereigns at twenty Shil- 
# Vaughan of Coining, p. 1 1 j. ^ Lownds> p. tt, 43* 
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H.viii. lings. Half Spvcrcigtis at ten Shillings, 
Angels at eight Shillings, Angclets at four 
Shillings, and Quarter Angels at two Shil- 
lings each^ (which was the firft debafement 
of thefe fpecies) making twenty-eight 
Pounds in tale. And the ilandard of the 
£lver was now firft debafed, from the an- 
cient ilandard or fterling of England^ to 
only ten ounces fine, and two ounces allay, 
making forty-eight Shillings in tale, to be 
coined into T'ejiopns, going for Twelvepencc 
a piece. Groats^ Half- Groats, Pence, 
Halfpence, and Farthings. 

And by proclamation % the fixtcenth of 
May, 1544, and the thirty-fixth of his 
reign, gold was raifed to forty-eight Shil- 
lings, and filver to four Shillings the ounce. 

The fame year, by indenture * with Sir 
Martin Bowej, and others, a pound of gold 
of the finenefs of twenty-two carrats, 
?vhich, in his eighteenth year made twenty- 
five Pounds, two Shillings, and Sixpence 
in Coin, was now to make thirty Pounds 
by tale, in Sovereigns at twenty Shillings, 
Half Sovereigns, Crowns at five Shillings 
each, and Half Crowiw ; fo that the King 

• Stow's Annals, p. 587. * Lownds, p. 43. 

had. 



had two carrats of fine gold for coinage, HVin, 
which yielded him fifty Shillings* The 
pound of filver, as before, to make forty- 
ieight Shillings in tale, though but half 
fine and half allays and the next year it 
was ftill worfe % the gold being only twenty 
carrats fine, and the filver but four ounces 
fine, and eight ounces allay, whereby the 
pound of pure gold was raifed to thirty- 
fix Pounds, and the pound of fine filver to 
feVen Pounds four Shillings ^ This baib 
Money, for the time^ caufed the old fl:er-i 
ling Money to be hoarded up^ fo that I haves 
feen (fays Stow^) twenty-one Shillings 
given for an old Angel, to gild withaL 
Alfo rent of lands and tenements^ with 
prices of viftuals, were raifed far beyond 
the former rates, hardly finee to be brought 
down^ 

The gold Coins of Henry the Eighth^ 
as we have obferved, were Sovereigns^ Half 
Sovereigns, Rials, Half and Quarter Rial s^ 
Angels, AngeletSi and Qijarter Angels^ 
G^^rj^^ Nobles, Forty-penny Pieces, Crowns! 
of the double rofe, and Half Crown^^ 

His firft Sovereigns are of the fanid 

« Lownds, p. 44, t Stow's Survey of London hy 

O a good-* 
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goodnefs and value as his father's, hut 
have a different ftamp, and are confiderably 
broader; the inner circle is ingrailed, the 
points terminating in crolfes or flowers 
iie lis: it has no canopy over the king, v^rho 
is fitting in an armed chair, each arm fur- 
mounted with a crofs patonce, as upon the 
fcepter in his hand, and at his feet his 
badge of the portcullis • As thefe agree 
in weight, and no number is added to the 
name to diftinguifh the father and the fon 
from each other, and the portcullis was a 
badge common to both, fome think they 
may belong to Henry the Seventh, But as 
he coined Sovereigns without the portcul- 
lis, and we are not certain he ever ufed 
that badge upon his Money, as his fon did, 
and may be feen like wife* upon two famous 
medals of his, it feems more probable they 
were the fon's than the father's. Befides 
the weight of fome of thefe, which, though 
very fair, hardly reach ten pennyweights, 
demonftrate that thofc, at leaft, are the 
fon's, and is a ftrong prefumption that the 
others, which they exactly refemble, are 
fo too» The reverfe of thefe are like his 
father's. There were no Half Sovereigns 
of this fort. 

* Sec Evelyn's Nttxnlfmata, p. 87, 88. 

The 
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The Sovereign after his thirty-third year, H. Viii.. 
when he ftiled himfelf King of Ireland y as j^.p.iy, 
it is lefs in weight, fo it is in fize, but ex- N^'s^- 
hibits the King's figure fitting Jn the fame 
manner, only the chair has two angels 
upon the arms inftcad of crofl"es. His 
crown is likewife compofed of crofiTes and 
Jkurs de lis, and the fcepter in his hand 
fieuriy which continued in ufe till the re- 
ftoration, though it is otherwife upon his 
great feal. Thefe have likewife, inftead ^ 
of the portcullis at his feet, the double 
rofe, the epigraphe in old Englijh cha- 
rafters, henric. 8. di. gra. agl. 
FRANCiE. z. HiBERN. REX. Reverfe, 
the arms of France and England quarterly, 
in a fhield crowned, fupported on the 
dexter-fide by a lion, crowned with an open 
crown, and on the finifter by a dragon, 
(whereas, in the former part of his reign, 
he bore the dragon on the right, and a 
greyhound on the left, like his father) 
which fupporters were continued by his 
three children that fucceeded him, except 
after Queen Mary^ marriage ', fhe ufed an 
. pagle on the right, and a lion rampant 
guardant on the left fide. Upon a pedcftal 

• Sandfoxd, p. 479, 499. 

O 3 under 
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It. viit. under the flileld is his monogram, and cir- 
ctimfcribed with the ufual legend, of ihs, 
avt£M, &€• an s. the mint-mark: 
Another has a w for the mint-mark. The 
H^lf has the title of Ireland abbreviated 

to HIB, 

Ahother fort has a chair of a different 
Faftiion, with larger angels upon the arms^ 
The fupporters on the reverfe being pro- 
perly Handing, whereas in the former they 
are rather fitting ^ and they have the in- 
fcription in Roman miniifcuks, and i, the 
jnint-mark. 

I have never ifeen any of his Rials, but 
probaHy they are To like his father's, as 
not to be known from them. 

The Angel is like his father's, henri* 

tVS, VIII. DEI, GRA, RfeX* ANGL. ET, 

FRA, Reverfe^ the fhip and arms, &c. 

pfeRt CRVCE. TVA, SAX.VA, NOS. XPE, 

IREDETO. an inefcocheon with St. George'^ 
fcrofs the mint-mark. This, in fome of 
the i5e^irc/& Placarts^ is called the K)UAn^ 
plot. 

Another, HisNRic, 8, d. g, agi. fra, 
J:, «ifi, R£x. This laft ha:s an annulet on 
the fide of the ihip^ commonly caHed % 
lun-bokn 

The 
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The Angclet, or Half Angel, compionly H. viii. 
called * from its value the piece of Forty- ^ ' * 
pence, is like the Angel, henric. viii. 
Bi. GRA. REX. AGL. Rcvcrfc, the fhip,^ ^ 
&c. ckvx. AVE. SPES. VNICA. a portcullis 
crowned the mint-mark. But by the 
indenture in his eighteenth year, when 
the Angel was raifed to feven Shillings and 
Sixpence, and the Half Angel to three 
Shillings and Nincpence, there is, befides 
thefe, mention ^ of Fortypenny Pieces, a 
hundred and fixty-two to the pound, which 
was juft half the weight and value of the 
George Nobles ; and therefore it is njoft 
likely they had the fame ftampi but whe- ^ 
ther they bore theimpreffion of the George 
Noble, or the Angel, I do not know. 
The Quarter Angel, henric. viii. di* 

GRA. REX. AGL.- Rcverfc, PRANCIE. ET. 

HiBERNiE. REX. z.Jleur de lis the mint- 
mark. 

The George Noble has the fhip like the aS.P.lil, 
Noble Angel, with a crofs for the mail, ^^' 
and the initial letters h. and R. on the 
fides of the maft ; and in the place of the 
fhield of arms, a large rofe, henric ni. 

OR. AGL.- Z. FRANC. DNS. HIBERNI. 
• St. 14 and 15 H, 8, c. 12. * Lownds, p.41. Indent. 

O4 Or, 
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H.VIIL Or^ HENRICVS.PI.gr. ANG,Z.FR A. DNS, 

• HiBER. Reverfe, St. George with his fpear 

killing thedragon, tali di cat a. signo. 

MENS. FLVCTVARE, NEQVIT, a rofc thc 

mint-mark. 

Another fort has St. George trampling 
on the dragon, with a drawn fword in his 
hand, and the fhip has three croffes or 
jnafts, but wants the initial letters ; hen- 

RICVS. D. G. R. ANG. Z. FRANC. DNS. HI, 

and a rofe the mint- mark. 

The ci:owns of thc double rofe, have on 
one fide a double rofe, crowned with a 
crown, compofed of croffes patonce, which 
upon the filver Money, is only found in 
thofe of the firft coinage. On the fides 
of the rofe, thc letters h. r. crowned, 

iS.P.rV.HENRIC. VIII. RVTILANS. ROSA. SIE. 

^^* SPINA. Reverfe, the arms under a. like 
crown, between the letters as before, del 

GRA. AGLIE. Z. FRA. DNS. HIBERNJE. 

9 pheon the mint-mark. 

Another, HENRIC. 8. RVTILANS. ROSA. 

SINE. spi. and h. r. as before. Reverfe, 

pi. GRA. AGLI. FRANC. %. HIB. REX. 

An annulet the mint-mark, 
, Others, inftcad of H. R. have h. k. for 
Henry and Katharine^ a rgfe or cjnqfoil 

the 
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the mint-mark: or h. i. for Henry and H.viir. 
Jane. Another has the crown compoftd 
of croflcs, zxi^fleurs de lis^ and the legend in 
Roman charadlers. 

The Half Crowns have the initial letters 
without crowns above them. h. d. 6. 
KVTiLANs. ROSA. SINE, spi. Revcrfe, 
RVTTLANs, ROSA. SINE. SPI. One has 
H. K. the rofe crowned, and the legend, 
RvTiLANs, &c. and upon the reverfe the 
arms crowned, between h. k. henric. 8. 

PEL GRA. rex. ANGL. Z. FRA. 

There is likewife a crown, having onaS.P.lii. 
one fide the arms crowned, henric. 8. 

PEI. GRA. REX. ANGL. Z. FRAG, and On 

the other fide a crofs Jleuri, with a large 
rofe in the centre; and in the quarters al- 
ternately the initial letters of his name 
crowned, and a lion of England^ henric. 

yill. RVTILAKS. ROSA. SINE. SPIN. 

a lion paflTant guardant the mint-mark. 

The firft Groats of Henry the Eighth iS.P.nr. 
have the h^lf face, looking to the left, as ^** ^^* 
like his father's as poflible, henric 
Di. GRA. REX. AGL. z. FRA. in Others 
abbreviated to fr. Reverfe, the arms of 
France and England quarterly, divided by 
nhe old crofs, posvi. j>bv. adivtore. 

MEV. 
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H-Vm. MEv. The Half Groats generally want the* 
title of France, and have the croffes of the 
crown all of equal height ; whereas upon 
the Groats they have alternately a larger 
and a fmaller crofs : mint-marks a port- 
cullis crowned, a caftle, &c. 

A Half Groat of the Archbifliop of Cafi-" 
terbury% mint, civitas. cantor, and 
the arms between wa. for Archbifliop 
Warham\ the mint-mark, a Canterbury 
crofs, or long crofs pate, fetched in the foot. 
Another with wa. inftead of the place of 
mintage, has the motto, posvi, &c. 

A Groat of Cardinal Wolfey% mint, as 
Archbifliop of jn?r>t, henric. viilb. g. 

AEX. AGL. 2. PRAC. Rcverfc, CIVITAS. 

EBoRACi. On the fides of the fliield of 
arms, t. w. for T'bomasWolfey, and under- 
neath is the Cardinal's hat. A Half Groat 
of the fame mint, has the hat in like man- 
ner, and on each fide, above it, between 
the. hat and the bottom of the fliield, is a 
key, being part of the arms of the Arch- 
biflioprick. It was an article of the Car- 
dinal's impeachment. That he prefump- 
tuoufly imprinted the Cardinal's hat under 
the King's arms upon his Majefty's Coins 

of 
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of Groats, made at Tork, which had ncYcr H. Viii. 
been done by any fubje^l before : fo that 
his crime was not for coining Money with 
the Cardinal's hat thereon ; for the fmaller 
Coins j which bore the fame ftamp, are not 
taken notice of; but for coining Groats, 
which had never been done by any fubjedl 
before : but as to fmall Monty, it had been 
immemorially coined in the Bifliop's mints 
at Canferiury, ITork, and Durham. But this 
power dwindled away with the Pope's au- 
thority here,, and was difcontinued after 
this reign, Edward Lee, Wolfefs fucceflbry 
being the laft that ufed this privilege. 

The King had likewife a mint at Tork, for 
there is a Groat with ci vitas, ebokaci. 
And, after the diffolution*, he had a mint 
at Canterbury, where, it is laid, he coined 
Money for the fervice of the French wars. 

Th« Groat of the next coinage, has the 
King's buft, with the face in profile, turned 
to the left, the contrary way from the 
former, and nbt fo good a dye : the crowii 
compofed of crofles pat^ and Jkurs de Us, 
«$ it was continued afterwards by him and 
Wl his fucccflbrs, henric. viii, d.g.h. 

• Somner's Antici. Cant* 4to. Lond, 1640^ p. 124. 

AGi; 
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H.viil. AGL. z. FRANC. or FRANCE. Revcrfc, the 
arms and crofs like the former, and the fame 
legend. 

Mr. T^borejby * mentions, under this reign, 
a Durham Groat, good Money, a little 
broader than the Penny, . but two grains 
heavier than the ftridt ftandard for the 
, Groat, having the King's figure fitting, in 
his robes, as upon the Penny, and the fame 
legend, h. d. g. rosa. sine, spina. 
Revcrfe, civitas. dvrham. with cd. 
jpr B. by the arms, perhaps, (fays he) for 
Cbr^opber Bambridgej Bifliop of Durham, 
1507. But this Bifhop was tranflated to 
Tork before this reign ^ and as there is a 
Penny of the fame mint, having the letters 
CD. for the mint-mark, and we have no 
inftance of the Bifliop's coining Groats, 
except J^t?^, it was, no doubt, the letters 
of the minter, and, by the fize, the Penny 
ftamp- 

The Half Groats have generally the title 
oi France abbreviated to fr. Mint-marks, 
zfleur de lis, a pheon, a rojfe, a cinqfoil, &c. 

The Half Groat of Canterbury mint, 
ci VITAS, cantor, has the arms between 

• N** 259, 

WA. 
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WA. a ctokflory the mint-mark, or zfleur H-VIII. 
de lis. Another with wa. has the legend, . 
posvi, &c. Another of the fame mint 
with Tc. for Thomas Cranmer Archbifhop j 
a Catherine wheel the mint-mark. 

Ontoi Tork mint, civitas.eboraci. 
and EL. for Edward Lee, Archbifhop, and 
a Halfpenny the like. 

The Groats of his thirty- fourth and 
thirty-fixth years, have his head almoft 
full faced, and on thefe he has the title of 
King oi Ireland y which he was proclaimed ' 
the twenty- third oi January, in his thirty- 
third year,HENRic.8. D. GRA. ANG.FRAi 
2. HI B. REX. This is bad filver, but a Half 
Groat of the fame kind, ci vitas, can- 
tor, is much worfe metal. 

Of the very bad Money of his thirty-fixth 
and thirty- feventh years, are two forts, one 
having the head almoft full faced, like the 
former ; the other having the head fome- 
thing more inclined to the left, the fame 
epigraph and reverfc as the foregoing. 

Pennies, with the epigraphe, h. d.g. iS P.IV. 
ROSA. SINE. SPINA. A bafc fort has thc ^^' 
very full face, crowned. Reverfe, the arms 
and crofs, civitas. oaiUTOR. Another, 

» Stow, p. 583. 

of ' 
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H. VIII. of the worft Money, has the face incHnitig 
^^. to the left, civiT AS. London. The fin# 
Money with this legend has the King's 
figure fitting in his robes, with crown, 
fceptre, and orb, civitas. cantor* 
Rcverfe, the arms apd crofs, with tc. a 
large rofe the mint-mark* Another^ ci- 
vitas. DVRHAM. a crefcent the mint^ 
mark. Whether any of thofe with the 
name and titles, afcribed to Henry the 
Seventh, do belong to this King, can only 
be determined by the initio letters of the 
Bifhops, which thofe who have the oppor-* 
tunity to examine a great number of thefe 
pieces may perhaps be able to afcertain, 
1 S.P.nr. The portcullis Farthings, by the ftatute^ 
^^*' were to have on the reverfe a rpfe, but J 
have never feen or heard of any fuch : but 
there are Farthings having op one fide the 
portcullis, and on the other the crofs and 
pellets, which probably wei-e coined ia 
their ftead. 

His Shilling was called Hefioon *, from 
the ttaliariy becaufe it had the King's head 
upon it, wherein this King feems to haves 
imitated theFr^^^^iS, who, in J 51 3, coined 

• Le Blancy xi. 25^* 

|)ieces 
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pieces of that denomination 5 but much H, viif. 
more properly called Shillings, as in his 
father's time, from their value, and there- 
fore- hy his name they were i^ver afterwards 
known. Thefe Shillings, of finefilver, have 
his half face, like his firft Groats, and 
civiTAs. EBORACi.on the reverfe, ia- 
Head of posvi, &c. 

Another Shilling, in his thirty-fourth 1 siP.IV. 
year, has his buft, with a full face, and 
crowned; henricvs. 8. dei.gra.agl^ 
FRA. ET. HiB. REX. Rcvcrfe, the double 
rofe crowned between hr. crowned, posvi. 

DEVM* ADIVTOREM. MEVM. Thcfc WCrC 

afterwards intolerably debafcd. 

His T^ournay Groat, ftruck there when 
he took that city, anno 151 3, exadlyre- 
fembles the Englijh Groat of his firft coin- 
age; HENRIC. DI. GRA. REX. FRANC. Z-. 

AGL. Reverfe, the arms and crofs, civi- 
TA«. TORNACEN. 2l Saxon T. crowued'for 
the mint-mark. 
Another has the arms crowned, h e n r i c . « s.P JU. 

8. DI. GRA. FRANC. Z. ANGLIE. R. 

Reverfe, the old rofe and crofs, with the 
double rofe in the centre, civitas.tor- 
, NACENsis. 1513. This was the laft Money 
coined by any of our Kings in France. 

There 
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H. VIII. There is likewife a Crown Piece of filvef 
of this King, which, like the Shilling of 
his father, fecms only a defign for fuch a 
Coin, and in the nature of a Medal, upon 
bccafion of his taking upon him the title 
of fupreme head of the church; and 
thereby difclaiming the Pope's authority, 

aS.PJV. which was afterwards, in 1545, comme- 
^^* morated by a noble medallion ", the reafon 
perhaps, why thefe Crown Pieces were 
not made current, and are now fuch great 
rarities. This famous Crown has his demy- 
full figure, the face a little inclined to 
the left, crowned, and holding in his 
right hand a drawn fword, refting upon 
his (boulder, and in his left the orb with 
the crofs, as ready to defend his dominion 
and faith by the fword; henric. 8. del 

GKACIA. ANGLIE.FRANCI. Z, HI BERN. 

REX, Reverfe, the arms crowned, and 
fupporters like his latter fover^ign. an- 

GLICE.Z.HIBERNICE.ECCLESIE.SVPRE- 

MVM CAPVT. the fame title as upon his 
great feal, the King, by authority of par- 
liament ^ in 1534, being declared fu- 
preme head of the church of England, 

- • Evelyn, p. 88. ^ St. 26 H. 8, cap. t • 

called 
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tailed Anglicana Ecclefia. By the title of H. VIIL 
KAYigoi Ireland uipon this crown, it appears ^ ' 
not to have been coined till after January ^ 
in his thirty-third year, when he was pro- 
claimed King in Ireland. 

In Ireland^ he coined new Groats, Two- 
pences, and Pennies, in his thirty-fecond 
year, which were not to be exported into 
England^ under the forfeiture of treble the 
value, with fine and imprifonment. Thefe iS.P.iV* 
, have on one fide the King's arms, divided ^^' 
by the old crofs, and crowned with an 
arched crown, confifting of croffcs and 
jleurs de lis 'y henric* viii.d. g.r. agl.z. 
Reverfe, a harp crowned between hr* 
crowned j franci, or francie. do- 

MINVS. HIHERNIE. 

The next year he aflltmed the title of 
King of Ireland f which was proclaimed th6 
twenty-third of January 1542, in his 
thirty-third year. After which time we 
have Groats like the former, but coarfer 
metal, and with a different epigraphe^ 

ttENRIC, VIII* DI. GRACIA* ANGLIE, 

Reverfe, francie* et* hibernie* rex^ 

In his thirty-fixth year was an inden- 

' ture ^ with ilf jr//;/ Bowes, and others, for 

» IrifhHift. lib. p. 164. Thor. 260. * Mint-Books* 

. P making 
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H. VIII. making two manner of monies for Ireland, 
eight ounces fine filver, and four ounces 
allay^ which was one ounce coarfer than 
the Englijh of the fame year : Sixpences 
Irijh at Fourpence, the pound to contain 
a hundred and forty-four ; and Threepences 
at Twopence, two hundred and eighty-* 
eight to the pound. One of the Sixpences 
weighed one pennyweight fixtecn grains, 
which was the exadt weight of an Englijh 
Groat. Thcfe exadly referable his Englijh 
bad Money, having his head crowned, a 
little inclining to the left, henric. 8. d,g. 
AGL. FRA. z* HiB. REX. in Roman cha- 
racters. Reverfe, the arms divided by the 
old crofs, civiTAs. DVBLiNiE. a p. the 
mint-mark. , 

Some of thefe have h. i. for Henry and 
yane^ h. a. for Henry and Anne^ and h. k. 
for Henry and Katharine. 
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EDWARD VL a. d. 1546-7. 

X H E corruptions made in the Money Edw. VI. 
by Km^Henry the Eighth, were continued 
by the guardians of King Edward^ to the 
great difhonour of the realm, and injury 
of the people^ till this young Prince, with 
an application beyond his years, fet him- 
felf to the remedying this inconvenience, 
which yet was not efFefted till towards thel 
clofeof his reign- 

His firft coinage was like the laft, and 
Worft of his father's, the pound of gold 
making thirty pounds in tale, though but 
twenty carrats fine^ by which the King 
had a great profit : and the pound of filver* 
making forty weight Shillings by tale^ 
though but one third fine ; fo that every 
pound of fine filver made feven Pounds 
four Shillings in Money, and the King's 
profit on every fuch pound was four 
Pounds four Shillings. For this coinage* 
JoH^n Tofk and others were conftituted maf- 
ters and workers at the mint at Southwarkf 
Sir Martin Bowes for the Tower, and /F/A 
ham Tilfworth at Canterbury j ^nd, in the 
* Lovnds. 

P % fecon^ 
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Edw. VI. fecond year George Gale, under the fame 
covenants for the mint at Tork. As bafe 
Money is moft liable to be counterfeited, 
there was a great deal at this time, and as if 
it had been a fafliionable vice, vsre find 
perfons above the vulgar fort concerned in 
this practice. Sir William Sherrington^ 
was indidled, and attainted by confeffion of 
high treafon, for counterfeiting of Tejioons^ 
to the value of no lefs than twelve thou- t 
fand pounds, and, probably, did not con- 
fefs the whole : and one Francis Digby **, 
gentleman, was convicted for counterfeit- 
ing Shillings, Groats, Rials, and Crowns. 

In his third year % a pound of gold of 
twenty-two carrats fine, was coined into 
Sovereigns at twenty Shillings each ;, Half 
Sovereigns, Crowns at five Shillings each, 
and Half Crowns, making thirty Pounds 
by tale ; and a pound of filver, of fix ounces 
fine and fix allay, was coined into feventy- 
two Shillings, to go for twelve Pence 
a-picce by tale, of which the merchant, 
for every pound weight of fine filver, re- 
ceived three Pounds four Shillings, and the 

* St. 2 and 3 E. 6, c. 17. ^ Rymer^ torn. 15, p. 292. 
^ Lownds^ p. 46. 

Kinjg 
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King above four Pounds gain, by a Com- Edw. vr. 
miffion to Sir Edmund Feckham^ and others. 

The next year the gold was brought to 
its ancient purity of twenty-three carrats, 
three grains and a half fine, and half a 
grain allay, which was coined into Sove- 
reigns at twenty-four Shillings, Half So- 
vereigns, Angels at eight Shillings, and 
Half Angels ; the pound making by tale 
twenty-eight Pounds fixteen Shillings. 
But the filver grew worfe, for the following 
year Shillings were coined only one fourth 
part fine, feventy-lwo to the pound; by 
which means, twelve ounces of fine filver 
was exorbitantly raifcd to fourteen Pounds 
eight Shillings. But in July^ the fame 
year, the bafe Money, both his own and 
his father's, was reduced * by proclamation 
one fourth part, and the next month to 
one half, viz. the Shilling to Sixpence, the 
Groat to Twopence, the Half Groat to a 
Penny, and the Penny to an Halfpenny % 
which took efifcdt immediately after the 
proclamation was made. 

The thirtieth oi OSiober i55i,andthe 
fifth year of his reign, the gold Money 
was raifed ^ and, with the following Coins, 

• Stow's Annals, 155 1, AR. 5, p. 605, d^d. * lb. 

P 3 made 



JJ4 An Historical Account 

pdw. vl. made current by proclamation, viz, A 
whole Sovereign of fine gold thirty ShiU 
lings, another piece of fine gold, called an 
Angel, of ten Shillings, the third piece, 
called an Angelet, of fine gold of five 
Shillings, another piece pf crown gold, 
trailed a Sovereign, of twenty Shillings, the 
JIalf of ten Shillings, the third piece of 
<:rown gold of five Shillings, the fourth 
piece of crown gold qf two Shilling? and 
iSixpence, 

A piece of filver of five Shillings ftcr^ 
Jing, the fecond piece of two Shillings and 
Sixpence sterling, the third piece a 
Shilling, of Twelvepence fterling, the 
fourth piece of Sixpence fterling; of fmal- 
}er Money, a Penny pf the double rofe, not 
fterling, but bafc; an Halfpenny of the 
ftnglc rofe, the third piece, a Farthing, 
ivith a portclofe, 

Thefe filver CrownSji though not ftridlly 
the firft filver Money of that fpecies, (bcr. 
caufe a few fuch pieces were coined bj^his 
father) yet are the firft that were made 
purrent Money, and bear date in 1551, aii 
l^tow rightly informs us : and thefe are 
Jikcwifc the firft Half Crowns of filver, an4 

the 
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the firft Sixpences we meet with of EngUJb Edw. VI. 
Money. 

The next year, by indenture % a pound 
weight of gold, of the old ftandard afore- 
faid, was coined into thirty-fix Pounds by 
tale I and a pound weight of crown gold 
into thirty-three Pounds by tale,- in the 
feveral fpccies as before-mentioned ; and a 
pound weight of filver of eleven ounces 
one pennyweight fine, and nineteen penny- 
weights allay, was coined into three Pounds 
by tale, viz. in Crowns, Half Crowns, 
Shillings> Sixpences, Threepences, Pence, 
Halfpence, and Farthings. The Three- 
pences coined by this indenture were the 
firft Money of that fpecies coined in 
England^ for fuch pieces had been coined 
in Ireland under Edward the Fourth. 

Upon the Coinage of this good new 
Money, it feems, the fame was bought up 
with the old bad Money at a premium, and 
hoarded, the natural confequence of per- 
mitting good and bad to be current at the 
fatae time: wherefore it was enadted^ 
that if any perfon, after the firft of April 
next following, ftiould exchange any 

• Lownds, p. 47. * St. 5 and 6 E. 6, cap. 19. 

P 4 coined 
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Edw. VI. coined gold, coined filver, or Money, re- 
ceiving or paying any more in value thao 
the fame was, or fliould be declared, by the 
King's proclamation to be current for, the 
Money fo exchanged fhould be forfeited, 
and the party fufFer fine and imprifon- 
mcnt. 

The bafe Money of King Edward, con- 
trary to that of his father, has the fide face, 
with Roman charadters, and the fine, the 
full face, the old Englijh characters. The 
bafe Shilling has the King's head in profile, 
crowned, edward- vi. d. gra. agl, 

FRA. Z. HIB. REX. Rcverfc, INIMICOS. 

I 

EIVS. INDVAM. CONFVSIONE. {Pfalm 

cxxxii* V. 19.) having the arms ina rouiid 
ihield, garnifhed, between er. 
iS.p.iv. Another has a different legend, timor. 

^ ^^* DOMINI. FONS. VIT^. MDXLIX. One 

oi Tork mint has y. for the mint-mark; 
Others are dated 1547, and 1548. 

A third fort, when the Money was the 
Jighteft, has the titles about the arms, and 
' the motto about the head. Some of thefe 
bafe Shillings are flamped with a port- 
cullis, which was done in Queen £//^^/^^M's 
reign, wheq they were reduced to Sixpence, 

Mr, 
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Mr. Thorejby " mentions a Threepence of Edw. vi. 
the bad Money, edward. vi. d. g. ag'l. ^""^'"*^ 
FR. z. hy. rex. Reverfe, civitas. can- 
tor, but it feems rather to be a Groat, for 
the Threepence was of the fine Money. 

The Shilling of the fine Money has the iS. Pl.v. 
King's buft, full faced, crowned, and (in the *'* 
King's own words ^) in parliament robes, 
with a chain of the order ; but this is ma- 
nifcftly different from the collar of the 
order appointed by the ftatutes *" of Henry 
the Eighth, which was to be compofed of 
double rofes, cncompafTed with the garter ; 
whereas this has fingle rofes of four leaves 
only, (without garters) and knots between: 
fo that the form prefcribed by the ftatutes 
was not at that time ftriftly obfejved, or 
elfe the graver was miftaken : and this I 
apprehend to be the firft and only Englijb 
Coin, or Medal, whereon we fee the coK 
lar of the order ; for before this the col- 
lars are various : nor does it appear upon 
the great fcals till James the Firft. On one 
fide the King's head is a large double rofe, 
and on the other xii. for the value. The 

» N<* 273. b His Diary, « Stat, the 38. , Aflimole^ 
Appendix. 

cpi- 
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Edw. VI. epigraphe in old Eng/i/h ch2iraO:€rs ; Ed- 
ward. VI. D. G. AGL. FRA. Z. HIB. REX. 

Reverfe, an cfcocheon of the arms of 
France and England, quarterly, divided by 
the old crofs, posvi. dev. adivtore* 
MEV. A tun the mint-mark, being of 
^brogmortons mint in the Tower. The 
Shilling of Tork mint, which is the better 
ftamp, has a v* for the mint- mark, and 
the word Meum at length. 

The Sixpences of each mint are exadtly 
like the Shilling, but have vi. inftead of 
XII. ^ 

Another fort of Tork mint has fmalleir 
charaders, wants the laft m in Meum, has 
a Y. and a mullet of fix points for the 
mint-mark, and on the reverfe, inftead of 
the ufual lejgend, has the place of coinage, 

CIVITAS EBORACI. 

The Threepence is like the Sixpence, 
with III. inftead of v i . and in fome the 
titles are abbreviated to ag. fr. 

There is likewife a Threepence with 

CIVITAS. EBORACI. 

As to Groats, Twopences, Pence, Half- 
pence, and Farthings, this King is fuppofed 
not to have coined any. 

The 
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The filvcr Crown Piece of Tori mint, Edw. vi. 
has the King's figure on horfeback, in *-^^ ^ 
armour, crowned, and holding (as he ex- 
preffes it in his own Diary) a drawn fword 
hard to his breaft; the horfe has large 
embroidered trappings, and under him the 

date I55I; EDWARD, VI.D.G. AGL. FRA. 

z.HiBK, REX. with a y. for the mint** 
mark ; the reverfe like the Shilling. 

The Half Crown is like the Crown, ex- 1 S.PLV. 
C*pt the horfe, which on that is in a rifing ^^* 
pofture, on this paffant, with different 
trapping, and a plume of feathers upon his 
head. 

Tiie Crown of T&rogmorton's mint of 
the fame year 1 551, is like the former, and 
the Half Crown ftri<ftly like the Crown ; 
and there are fome of the next year with 
the date 1552. 

The Crown and Half Crown with the 
4atc J 553, immediately before his death, 
gre alike, having the horfe paffant, and 
fRAH.fvv France. ' 

There is likewife a Crown Piece*, or 
piece of the value of a Crown, though little 
broader than a milled Shilling ; having the 
King's head or buft in armour, with the 

» Antiquary plates, N*^ ^, 

fide 
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Edw. VI. fide face, and crowned like fome of the 
HalfSovereignsofhis third year; EDWARD. 

VI. REX. ANGL. FRANC. HIBER. Z. C. 

Reverfe, the arms in an oval fhield gar- 
niflied, and in the top of the ornament the 
letter b. being coined by Sir Martin Bowes\ 
at Durham-Houfe in the Strand, where a 
mint was eredted ; epigraphe, timor. 

DOMINI. FONS. VITiE. MDXLVII. a Tofe 

the mint-mark. 

Upon the firft Sovereigns of Edward the 
Sixth, he appears like his father, fitting 
upon his throne, with crown, fceptre, and 

ball, EDWARDVS. VI. DEI. GRA. ANGL. 
FRANCI. ET. HIB. REX. RcvCrfc, the 

arms crowned, and the like fupporters as 
his father, with e. r. on the pedeftal ; 

IHS. AVTEM. TRNSIENS. PER. MEDIVM.. 

ILLORV. iBAT. a phcon the mint-mark. 
One of this fort ftruck at Torky has a v. 
after the infcription, and the like on the 
reverfe above the arms. 

The Sovereign of his fixth year, has his 
profile figure in armour, crowned, holding 
a drawn fword in his right hand, and the orb 

« See Lord Burleigh's Letters, publifhed by Hains, foL 
Lond. p, 89, 97. 

in 
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in his left, EDWARD. VI.D.G.AGL. FRAN. Edw. VI. 

z. HiBER. REX. The fame rcvcrfe and le- 
gend as the former. A tun the mjnt-mark* 

Another of Tork mint with y. 

The Half Sovereign is like the Sove- i s.p.rv. 
reign, but with a different reverfe, having 
only aplainefcocheonof the arms, crowned, 
between the initial letters e. r. 

The Half Sovereign, of his third year, 2S.F.IV. 
of Tork mint, has his buft in armour, 
crowned ; edward. vi. d. g. agl.fra. 
z. HiB. rex. Reverfe, the arms in an oval 
fhield, garnifhed and crowned; scvtvm. 
EiDEi. PROTEGiT. EVM. the mint-mark 
a rofe, others a pheon, a fwan, or a bow, 
the mark of Sir Martin Bowes. 

Another, of the fame year, has his buft 2S.F.IV* 
in armour, bare headed; scvtvm. fidei. 
PROTEGIT. EVM. a Tofe between each 
word. Reverfe, the arms crowned as the 
former, and e. r. with the titles, ed- 

WARDUS. VI. D. G. AGL. FRA. Z. HIB. 
REX. 

The Angel has St. Michael and the dra- 
gon as ufual, EDWARD. VI. D. G. AGL. 

FR.z.HiB.REX. Rcvcrfe, thefhip, with E. 
and a rofe; an eagle's head the mint-mark. 

The . 
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Edw. VI. The Crowns of gold arc like the Hal/ 
Sovereigns, having the head in profile, 
fome crowned, others bare headed; re-» 
verfe, the arms in a fliield garniflied and 
crowned, with the legend scvtvm, fee- 
but on the Half Crown the titles are ab-» 
breviated to ?• z. h* 

Others have a rofe crowned upon the 
reverfe, between the initial letters, with 
the fame legend. 

There is alfo faid ' to be Double Rofe 
Nobles, Double Sovereigns, and Six Angel 
pieces. 

In Ireland there was new Money coined 
^t Dublin^ in his fecond year ; and in hia 
fourth year was an indenture ^ with Martin 
Pirrij for coining Groats, a hundred and 
forty-four to the pound, with Half Groats, 
Pence, and Halfpence ; and the laft year of 
his reign, the Groats of too biife metal 
were ordered to pafs at Twopeace* Proba- 
bly, this. Irifb Money of King Bdward'9 
was like his father's, for I have never feen 
any ; but there was faid to be a Groat in 
'the collection of the late Mr. Grainger^ 

* Catalogue of Mr. Grainger's Colledion^ Fowkc'9 
Tables. MfiOi Hift. lib. p. 166. 
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Queen MART, a.d. 1553* 

One of the firft a<fts of this Queen, to Q^^Maiy. 
ingratiate herfclf with her people, upon 
her acceffion to the. throne, was the regu-* 
lation of the Coin. This was done by 
proclamation * the /ourth of September, 
wherein her Majefty calling to remem- 
brance the great charges that had come to 
her, and her loving fubjeds, by reafon of 
the bafe Monies, as well made in the realm, 
as counterfeited in other realms, and iffued 
here ; and refolving no longer to fufFer the 
faid inconvenience, declares, ihe had or-, 
dered within her mints, thefe feveral 
Coins, as well of filver, in finenefs of the 
ftandard fterling, as alfo of gold, viz. the 
whole Sovereign of fine gold, to be current 
for thirty Shillings ; the Half Sovereign, 
to be called the Royal, for fifteen Shillings; 
the Angel current for ten Shillings, and 
Half Angel : and of filver, the Groat, the 
Half Groat, and Penny: and all bafe 
Monies were to be current, at the rates 
declared in a proclamation made in the 
time of King Edward the Sixth ^ and to 

* Kcnnet^aHift. England, L.Qt Mary, p. 335. Notes, 
$tow^s Annals, p. 61^. 

coun^ 
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Q^Mary. G. REX. z* REGiNA. Rcverfc, the arms a» 
^'■^"■^ before, posvimvs. devm^ adivto* n^s. 
^fieur de lis the mint-mark. 

The Half Groat, philip. et. maria. 
D. G. REX. ET. REGINA* Reverfe, PO«VI. 

DEVM. ADIVTO. NOS. 

iS.Pl.V. The Shilling of Philip and Mar^^ has 
^°^^' ' the King's buft in armour, bare headed, 
and about his neck the order "of the GoldfA 
Fleece^ and that of the Queen in her ordi- 
nary habit, facing her hu{band> like F^r- 
dinand and Ifakel of Spain^ who Are fo re-*" 
prefen ted upon their Coins ^ and, no doubts 
this arhbitious Prince had hopes, not only 
to eftablifli the Popifli religion h^ere^ but, 
in like manner, by this match to unite 
England to Spain. Over their heads is this 
crown of England, and the date 1554. 

PHILIP. ET. MARIA. D. G* R. ANG. FR. 

NEAP. PR. Hisp. Reverfe, a fhield, with 
the arms of King Philip and Queen Mary, 
impaled under the crown, and x 1 1 • for the 
value; POSVIMVS. devm. adivtorem. 
NOSTRVM. * 

Another Shilling, like the former, wants 
the date. 

The Sixpences like, the Shillings, but 
have VI. inftead of xii. 

Another 



Another Shilling with the date ^SSS>^y^ 
when the Emperor Charles the Fifth, King 
PbHip^s father, having refigned to him iht 
kingdom o( Spain, the ftile upon the Money 
is altered; phillip. et* maria. d. g* 
REX* ET. REGiNA. ang* But lipon the 
great feal the titles were Rex et Regind 
Angi. Hijpaniar. Franc, ufriufq. SicUky Jt^ 
rufalem, et HiS. FtdeiDefenfor. &c* 

Another fair Shilling wants the kft fyU 
lable in Regma* 

A Sixpence, 1 557, with the lame legend, 
but the laft words are abbreviated to an* 
and KOS> 

The Penny of the bafe IVfoiicy, inftead 
of the Queen's head^ ha« a rofe; m. d, g^ 
it OS A. SINE. SPINA. Reverfe, an efco^ 
cheon of her attns, civit^^s. London. 

The Sovereign has her figure fitting upon 
the throtie> in her robes> with crown, orb^i 
and kitfitt fieurij at her ittt a portcuHisi 
in all, but the form of the crown and 
fceptre, refembling her father's firft Sove^ 
reign, the epigraphe in old Englijh charac- 
tersj MARIA, D. g. an-g. fra. z. hib^ 
REG in A. MDLiit. Reverfe, the arms in 
'th« centre of a large douMe rofe ; A. dno^ 

Q^ FACTV# 
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Q:^Mary. FACTV. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. MIRA. IN. 

ocvL. NRis. Thefe pieces Mr. E'velyn* 
mifcalls RialSj^ and fays they were fcattercd 
at her coronation. 

He likewife mentions * pieces of Money, 
whereon Queen Mary is joined with her 
hufband, in fome whereof he has the title, 
oi Anglia Rex: the reverfe, Bellorophon 
killing the CbimerUy repr^ fen ting the fup- 
preffion of the weftern infurredion of 
Wyat and Carew, anno 1 554, as alfo that of 
St. ^intiny anno 1557. 

The Rial has her Majefty's figure {land- 
ing in a fhip, crowned with an arche4 
crown, a fvyord in her right hand, and 
fhield in her left ; ^upon the fide of the fhip 
a rofe, and in a banner at the ftern a 
Roman M. The epigraphe in old chara<fters, 

MARIA.D.G. ANG.FRA.Z.HIB.REGINA. 

MDLiii. Reverfe, the fun, &c. like Ed- 
ward the Fourth's, and Queen Elizabeth s^ 

A. DNO. FACTV. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 
MIRABI. IN. OCVL. NRS. 

Her Angel has the ^gMvtoi^t. Michael^ 

as Ufual, MARIA. D.G. ANG.FRA.Z.HIB. 

REG I. Reverfe, like her brother's Angel, 
but M. inftead of e. with the legend of the 

. • Evelyn's Niunifmata, p. 92. *> Ibid. ■ 

Sove- 
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Sovereign, a. DNO. FACTV. est. ISTVD. Q^^Mary. 

z. EST. MiRABi. the mint-mark a fetter- ' 
lock. 

The Angel, after her marriage, philip. 

Z, MARIA. D. G. REX. Z. REGINA. A. 

Reverfe, inftead of m. and the rofe, has 
PM. and the fame legend as the others. 

A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 

MiRABiLE. A^r^r ^1? //V the mint- mark. T 

Camden * mentions Crowns oi Philip and 
M/7ry, of gold, whereon was Mundi Salus 
JJnica ; and in a Dutch Placart * for Money 
is a draught of fuch a piece, called a Crown 
of England', by which it appears there 
were fuch Coins commonly current in the 
Low Countries., Thefe, according to the 
draught, have on one fide the arms of 
Phi/ip and Mary, impaled under a crown, 
like the Shilling, only the crown is here 
much larger in proportion ; phi. rex. 2S.P.IV. 
angl. ETC. Reverfe, a device inform of 
a crofs, the ends crowned, like what is feen 
upon fome of the larger Rials of Charles 
the Fifth's father ; and on fome other 
Spanijh pieces j in each quarter of the crofs 
is fomething like a fceptre, placed like the 

« Remains, ch. Money. *» Fo. Antwerp, 1633. 

CL3 - ^"P- 
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Qj^Mary. fecptrcs upon our Guineas j mvndi, salvs^. 
VNICA, As tl>ere is no mention of Queen 
Mary in the titles, we may pronounce it 
no Englijh Coin, nor yet of Spain^ fince 
Spain is not mentioned ; and even upon 
his Spanifh Rials, and Dollars, though he 
ftiled himfelf Hisp. z. ang. rex. yet he 
never put the Englijh arms. By the title 
of England only, thefe pieces were un- 
doubtedly coined by King Philip in the 
Low Countries, foon after his marriage> 
before he was King of Spain. 

Ireland. In the proclamation for the 
currency of the new Money, the firft year 
of Queen Mary^ the realm of Ireland is 
particularly excepted, forafmuch as her 
Coin there had a fpecial ftandard ; which 
flandard, as appears by the Shilling before 
her marriage, was of bafe allay, like what 
followed. And in the fecond year oi Philip 
and Mary, Sir Edmund Peckham, Knight % 
treafurer of the mint, T!homas Stanley 
comptroller, and William Knight aflay- 
mafter, or two of them, were impowered 
to make of ten thoufand Pounds of bafe 
Moiiics, to be brought in by the Princc^^ 
Shillings at Twelvepence Irijb, forty to the 

» Mint BQok5* 

pound. 
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pound, or a hundred and twenty Groats, Q^Mary. 
three ounces fine, and nine ounces allay. 
And by another commiffion, they were to 
coin feven thoufand Pounds of the like bafe 
Monies for Ireland. And in the third and 
fourth oi Philip diTiAM<iry was another com- 
miiSon for coining five thoufand five hun- 
dred Pownda of bafe Monies, to be converted 
iDtQ Harp Groats for Ireland^ of the famp 
ftaadard. , 

The Shilling before h^r marriage, of bafp 
allay, has her head crowned, m ari a. d, g. 
ANG* FiftA. a. HiB. RiEGiNA, Reverfe, a 
prowncd harp, between m, k, crowned; 

VERITAS. TBMPQRJS. FIJ-iA, MPLIII. 

Another of the like bafe metal, after her 
marriage, fhilip. %. maria. j>. q. ^i^%. 
ET, REG IN A- The crown above their heads, 
with the date 155.7, ^^ ^55^- Reverfe, % 
crowned harp, between F^andM. crowned; 

POSVIMVS. DEVM. ADIVTOR, NOSTR, 

In her laft year, the Rofe Pennies * of 
Henry the Eighth, and Edward the Sixth, 
mixed with brafs, were by Englijh procla- 
mation reftrained to Ireland. 

• Irifli Hill. Ub. p. 166. 

0^4 Queen 
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Queen ELIZABErH, 

A.D, 1558. 

CLEiiz. JJURING the fhort reigns of King 
Edward and Queen Mary^ fome progrefs 
had been made towards reftoring good 
Aloney, but it was refervcd for this excel- 
lent Princefs to compleat ; and, next to 
the reformation in religion, nothing could be 
more glorious or more beneficial to the king- 
dom, ,than the reformation of the Money. 
This, amongft other felicities of her reign, 
was mentioned by the Parliament, ", in 
their congratulations to her Majefty upon 
the happinefs of the times, and the fame 
is jqftly inferted amongft the encomia upon 
her tomb at JVeJiminJier, 

The firft indenture for coinage in this 
reign, mentioned by Mr. Lownds \ is in the 
fecond year; but there is a commiffion% 
dated the thirty-firft of December in her 
firft year, (which was prefently after her 



» Camden's Eliz. Stat. 5 Eliz. c. il, ^ p. 49. 
^ J Eliz. p. 4. Memb. 14, 
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acceffion to the crown) to Sir 'Edmund c^Eiiz. 
Peckham, high treafurer of the mint, T'ho^ 
mas Stanley yCOvrnptvoWtt 9 and others, who 
were empowered to make Sovereigns at 
thirty Shillings, twenty-four to the pound; 
Angels at ten^hillings, feventy-two^to the 
pound ; and Angelets, of the finenefs of 
twenty-three carrats, ten grains, and a half 
fine gold^ and one grain and a half allay, 
(as the record has it,) inftead of three 
grains and a half fine, and half a grain al- 
lay, which bears the fame proportion, and 
ihew evidently the miftake j and of crown 
gold, twenty-two carrafe fine. Sovereigns, 
at twenty Shillings, thirty-three to the 
poui>d. Half Sovereigns, Crowns, and 
Half Crowns ; remedy as well for fine, as 
crown gold two grains, coinage four Shil- 
lings, and of filver eleven ounces fine, and 
one ounce allay. Shillings, fixty to the 
pound. Half Shillings, Groats, Half Groats, 
and Pence. Remedy, two pennyweights, 
coinage to the Queen Eighteenpence per 
pound weight. 

In her fecond year is an indenture * with 
Sir Thomas Stanley^ and others, for coining 
pieces of the fame denomination of gold, 

■ trfownds, p. 49. 

with 
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Qi?ii«.with the addition of Rials at fifteea 
ShiUiags> all of the old ftandard ; and of 
crown gold the fame as before, Silver of 
the old fterling> viz- eleven ounces two 
jwnnyweights fine, and eighteen pcnny-» 
weights allay, into flalf Shillings, Groats, 
Quarter Shillings, Half Groats, Three- 
halfpenny Pieces, Pence, and Farthings. 

In thefe two firft years of hfir reign, 
there was a great deal of Money coined, 
whereby the want of good Money being 
in fom^ meafure fupplied, ihe fet about 
reforming thQ bad. And, firft,. having 
pri)hibitfid ^y pcrfon to melt or carry 
iway any Coin out of the kingdomy the 
bad Money was reduced to the true value, 
by a proclamation dated the twenty-eighth 
of September^ x 560. By this proclamation ^ 
the Te^aon, which King Edward the Sixth 
had brought down to Sixpence, was now 
reduced to Fourpence Halfpenny, being 
pf the bcft fort 5 the two other forts of 
^efiamxy (being diftinguifhed by £pveral 
ftamps) were reduced, the feqond fort to 
Twopence Farthing, and the third to 
nothing ; the old Groat \jo Twopence, the 
Twopence to a Penny ^ or, as anothcy 

' * Stow's Annals, 1560* 

writer 
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writer* has it, the Coia of Twopence to QiEUz, 
Three Halfpence, and dhe Bwzen Penny tp 
an Halfpenny Farthing, The fame writer 
informs Us^ fhe firft marked the baft 
Money, feme with a greyhound, others 
with portcullis's, and others with a Hon,- 
harp, rofe, oxfieur de lisy and after a time 
recalled them to the mint. The greyhound 
and portcullis were probably the ftamp$ 
which difliinguiihed the two bafefl; Ttejioons^ 
viz. the worft with the greyhound, 
and that of Twopence Halfpenny value 
with the portcullis j for there are fomc ia 
calle<^on& with this latter ftamp : but as 
to the other ftamps of the lion, rofe, jleur 
i^ lis^ and harp, they were bo other thaa 
the feveral mint-marks of the bafe ^ejloom^ 
as appears by the declaration dated the day 
after the proclamation, and intitled^ A 
' declaration or fumn^ry of certain reafons 
which moved the Queeij tq reduce the 
baft Money, appointed t9 be declared by 
order of her proclamation in the city of 
Loftd^ ; the fubft^ince whereof it will not 
be improper to inftrt % 

* Camden's Elk. 16^8. in 1 560, p. 4S, 49. > Camden'i 
RemaiiiSk ^ From a copy without the djaughts^ prinfed in 

Firft, 
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Firft, The honour and reputation of 
the Angular wealth that this realm was 
wont to have above all others, was partly 
in that it had no coined, Monies but gold 
and filver, whereas the reft of Chrijlendome 
have had, and ftill have, bafe Monies ; 
arid to recover this, as her Majefty meant, ^ 
for her part, to be at great charges, {o 
every good Englijh fubjedt ought to be con- 
tent, though it was fome fmall lofs at the 
firft ; alfo, by continuing the bafe Monies, 
counterfeits, both at home and abroad, 
had made no fmall quantities, and uttered 
the fame, firft at Twelvepence the Tejioon, 
afterwards for Eightpence, though not 
worth above Twopence; and for fmall 
fums of Money counterfeited, had carried 
out fix times the value in commodities of 
the realm; alfo changing the faid bafe 
Monies for the gold and fine filver Monies 
of the realm, and tranfported the fame : fo 
that although there had been coined, both 
in the latter end of King Edwardy and the 
time of Queen Mary^ and alfo fi nee the 
Queen's Majefty's reign, great quantities 
of gold and filver, yet no part thereof was 
feen commonly current, fome being carried 

out. 
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out, and fome perchance hoarded by the Q^^EII*. 
wifer fort, as. it Were to be wifhed that the 
whole were. 

Alfo, the prices of all things produced 
from the earth, though there had been a 
plentiful increafe, immeafurably and daily 
rofe, and no remedy could be devifed to 
amend the fame, but to reduce the faid baie 
Monies to their j uft value -, for every man 
knew, that a "^ejlpon was not worth Sixpence, 
and therefore no man would give that 
which was, and ever had been worth Six- 
pence for a "Tejloon, but rather would re- 
quire two T'ejioons ; and fo a thing being 
worth Sixpence, was bought and fold either 
for two 7'e/ioons, or one and a half, which 
was in reckoning twelve or nine Pence. 
Whereas every "Tejioon being brought to 
the juft value, it muft needs follow, that 
one fhall buy that for Fourpence Half- 
penny, which was wont to coft Sixpence, 
fo that what he may lofe by the bad Money, 
he will gain by the next good Money he 
(hall get. 

By this mean^ the exchange fhall rife in 
cftimation as formerly, and the foreign 
commodities be thereby bought for eafier 
prices ; fo that every man ought to thank 

God, 
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Q^Elk. God, that he iftay live to fee the hon&ut of 
few coutitty thus par tiy reCovered> ^nd be 
fecured from the privy thief, which i^ the 
Counterfeiter. * 

And her Majefty is Fully refoltod to 
wforrti the Monies according to her pro- 
clamation, as e^tperience (hall ity, teithin i 
«^o6th or fix weeks, within which lime 
neceflary things for the mint muft be pfo-^ 
vided ; and that the Monies Qiall be of fo 
juft value, as the Tteftaon fet at Twopencft 
farthing, her Majeftywill allow fbr every 
pound of them twenty Shillings and Three* 
pencd in reWafd> which is rather more than 
they are worth being melted ; fo that lief 
Majefty, who, fince Ihc c?am€ tdthe crown^ 
never gained any thing by any coinage^ 
nt)r,yet ever coined any inahntr of bafe 
Monies fbr this realm. Will not now de- 
termine to ieifen the honour at^ fattie^ that 
fhe fhall, with fmall lofs or gain, recover^ 
by this noble ad to benefit her realm and 
people* 

And as to the burthen of the greateft 
lofs upon the Ttji&cn of Twopence Far- 
thing, thofe, by good accounts, appeared 
not to be above a fixth part> compat^d to 
the other bafe Monies of the iame fort 

of 
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of T^Jioons^ coined at the mints of tfai^ Q-Eiia* 
realm ; and at the coinage of the fame baft 
Ttjiaons^ now Valued at Twopence Faf thing, 
which was done in the time of the ware 
heretofore, there were fet thereto certain 
marks, as a lion> a rofe, zjleur de lis, a 
harp, called the privy marks of fuch as 
were then taaftfcrs of the toittt, which alfd 
be fpecifitd in the proclamation, for the 
' better undcrftahding whereof, the ftamps 
of every kind of the Aim<^ bafe TeJf4oAs art 
fet at the end of the deClaf alion ; md to 
eafe her filbjc<5ts as much as poffible, the 
officers of the mint are to allow for coun- 
terfeit Tejioonsy as much as they cohtaiu in 
good filver, which in no realm any Prince 
either hath, or ought to do. 

Given under the Queen's Majefty's fignet, 
at her honour of Hampton^Court, the 
29th of September^ in the fecond year 
of her Majefty's reigft, mdlx. 

There was a feparatt mint in the Tow^r, 
on purpofe to convert the bafe Money into 
flerling, which lafted about a year ; and 
a computation was given * in of the bafc 

• S tow's Sunrey of Lond. 172P, Strypt*s fedit. torn, t.* 
'U)}. i> cap. i8> p. 9$» 

Monies 
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Q:,Eliz. Monies received into the mint, from 
Michaelmas 1560, to Michaelmas 1561, 
with the charges of the workmanfhip, as 
follows :. 

Total of the mafs of bafe'^ ^ 



|63i 



^638113 16 6 



Monies was pound weight 

Which was current Money" 

. according to the rates of 

their feveral ftandards - 
Total of the mafs of fine) a 

Monies pound weight - 3 
Which is in Monies cur-*| ^. s. d^ 

rent at fixty Shillings the >783248 o o. 

pound weight - -' — J 

The charges* of coinage. 

To the two treafurers of the^ 
mint, Thomas Stanley and i 
I'homas Fleetwood ^ forV 7128 16 o 
coinage at Sevenpence I 
the pound weight - - --^ 

Neceflaries, as coals, coin- Inc. 
. . c f 3848 2 8 

mg-irons, &c. - — -3 ^ ^ 

Fees of officers, with their? , . 

J- .r f 2^^^ 5 7 

diet for one year - - - 3 ^ ' 

Sum total of the charges 7 ^ 

aforcfaid> amounting to 3 

At 
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'At this time odd pieces were coined, Q:.Eliz* 
namely, Fourpence Halfpenny Pieces, 
Twopence Farthing Pieces, and Pehny 
Halfpenny Pieces. 

About the fame time the French Crown ^^ 
which was current for fix Shillings and 
Fourpence, was brought down to fix Shil- 
lings, by proclamation j and by another thd 
fifteenth of November 1561, all foreign 
Coins "* were forbidden to be current in the 
realm, and the fame Were called into the 
mint, except two forts of gold Crowns, 
the one French y the other Flemijh ; where-* 
upon, for the fpace of half a year, was 
weekly brought into the T'ower of Londori 
to be coined, eight,' ten, twelve, fixteen^ 
twenty, twenty-two thoufand pounds of 
filver plates, and as much, or more in Pif-* 
tolets, and other gold of Spanijh CoinSj 
and one week in Piftolets, and other Spanijh 
-gold twenty-fix thoufand pounds* 

By this kft proclamation diverfe fiiiall 
pieces of Money were appointed fo be cur- 
rent, as the Sixpence, Fourpence, Three- 
pence, Twopence, and Penny, Three- 
halfpence, and Three Farthings ; but nond 
©f the pieces of Fourpence Halfpenny^ 

■ Stow, m. 1560. ^ lb. p. 647* 

R and 



24.2 An Historical Account 

Q^ElIz. and Twopence Farthing before mentioned. 
And as there does not appear to have been 
any fuch pieces, it is probably a miftake of 
the editor, or elfe the bafe Tejioons were 
jncant thereby, which, by proclain.?ution, 
had before been made current at tjiofc 
Values. 

After this we have the following inden- 
tures* and commiflions, all of the fame 
ftandard, viz. gold of the old ftandard 
thirty-fix pounds in tale, and crown gold 
thirty*three pounds in tale i the filver of 
the old fterling three pounds by tale. 

The nineteenth of Elizabeth^ by inden-^ 
ture with John Loui/pn, mailer and worker^ 
viz. Angels at ten Shillings, Half Angels 
and Quarter Angels of gold ; and of filver. 
Half Shillings, Threepences, Three-half- 
penny pieces, or Three- farthing pieces. 

The twenty-fifth of Elizabeth^ by in- 
denture with Richard Martin, for gold as 
the former, and the pound of filver into fix ty 
Shillings, or three Pounds by tale, in any 
cf the denominations in the laft. 

The twenty-fixth of Elizabeth, a com* 
miffion to him to coin Nobles, forty-eight 
to the pound, at fifteen Shillings a piece^ 

•Lowndi, p.50, £1. 



of twenty'^four Double Nobles at thirty q^eHz. 
Shillings. 

The thirty-fifth of jE/«^i^^/^, the fame 
for crown gold, to coin Sovereigns at 
twenty Shillings, thirty- three to the pound, 
or Ha/f Sovereigns or Crowns, a hundred 
and thirty*two to the pound, or Half 
Crowns.. 

But in her forty-third year the Money 
was made fomethittg lighter; for by a com-* 
miffion to the faid Richard Martin, the 
pound of gold of the old ftandard^ was to 
make feventy-three Angels, at ten Shil- 
lings a-piece, or Half Angelsj or Quartei* 
Angels, making thirty-fix Pounds ten 
Shillings in tale, and the pound weight of 
twenty-two carrats fine> and two carrata 
allay, into thirty-three Sovereigns and a 
Half, at twenty Shillings each^ or fixty-- 
feven Half Sovereigns, or a hundred and 
thirty-four Crowns, of two hundred and 
fixty-cight Half Crowns, making thirty- 
three Pounds ten Shillings in tale; and 
the pound of old fl:andard filver into three 
Pounds two Shillings by tale, namely, into 
Crowns* Half Crowns,Shillings,SixpenceSj 
Twopences, Pence, and Halfpence. 

R a The 




An Historical Account 

The fame year Queen Elizabeth is like- 
wife faid • to have contradted for the coin- 
age of pieces of an Angel and a Half, and 
three Angels ; but thefe, by their value, 
were no other than Sovereigns and Double 
: Sovereigns. 

In the mean time, fomc goqd laws*' 
were made to prevent the currency of bad 
Money ; it was made treafbn to clip, wafli, 
round, or file any Coin current in the 
realm by proclamation -, and mifprifon of 
treafon, falfely to forge or counterfeit any 
gold or filver Coin, though not the proper 
Coin of this realm ; or permitted to be 
current; but other arts and inventions 
being devifed tq evade the. law, it was fur- 
ther enadted ' in her eighteenth year. That 
by any art to impair, diminiih, falfify, fcale, 
or lighten the proper Monies of this realm, 
or permitted to be current by proclama- 
tion, fhould be treafon. But all was not 
fufficient to prevent this practice 5 for two 
years after, one Jo&n de Loy ^ a Frenchman, 
and five Englijh gentlemen, were arraigtied> 
and executed, for coining of counterfeit 

• Morifon's Iten. in Eng. Hift. lib. *> zd St. 5 Eliz. 

c. II. I St. 14EHZ. c. 3. « St. 18 Eliz.c. I. *» Stow*» 
Annals, anno 1578, p. 684, lb. 1595, p. 769. 

Money, 
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Money, befides others in her thirty- fevcnth Q^^Eliz. 
year : and in her forty- fecond year, a pro- 
clamation * was made for putting the laws 
in' force againft the tranfportation of Coin. 
• Her firft and beft Sovereign y of thirty 
Shillings value, has her figure fitting in her 
regalia upon her throne, and the portcullis 
at her feet, like her fifter's ; el izabeth* 

p. G. ANG. FRA. ET. HIB. REGINA. and 

the iame reverfe as Queen Mary^y biit the 
B. added in mirab. The mint-inarks a 
tun, an efcallpp, &c. 

The Rial or Noble, Half the value of 2S.P.IV* 
the beft Sovereign, has her figure with a 
rufi^, (which (he firft ufed upon the Money,) 
and crowned, ftanding in a (hip, fomething 
more modern than her fifter's, holding in 
l^r hands the fceptre and orb. Upon the 
iidc of the fhip is arofe with lions, and' 
^^rs de lis, and a flag at the head of the ' 
ihip, infcribed with an bid Englijh e. the 
cpigraphe in like charaders, ehz. ab. d. 

G. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REGINA. Reverfc, 

like Queen Marfs Rial, but with the old 
Jegend, ihs. avt. transiens. per. 

» Camden's Eliz. Anno 1 6oo, 

R 3 ME- 
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Q^EHz. MEDIV. ILLORUM. IBAT. thc kttCf A« 

the mint-mark. 

The AngeU ;elizabeth. d. g. ang. 
FR. ET. HI. regina. in Roman capitals. 
Reverfe, the arms in the old fafhioned fbip, 
with E. and a rofe on the fides of the maft j 

A, DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. ET. EST. 

MiRABi. A bell the mint-mark. Others of 
1578, acrofs^ori592, with a tun. Thofe 
of her thirty-fifth year with an anchor or 
a cypher, and of her forty-third year with 
the figures i, or 2. 

Thc Angelet, or Half Angela is like thc 
Angel of the fame year and Mintage^ One 
of thefewith mira. for Mirabik^ has a 
digger the mint-mark. 
I S. Pl.v. The Money of erown gold> is firft, her 
*^' Sovereign of twenty Shillings, having her 
biuft with a ruff, and hair difhewUedy 
crowned with a high double^arched crawi>, 

ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FR* ET. HI*. 

REG IN A. Reverfe, the arms crowned, 
between e.r. legend, scvtvm. yipEi, 
PROTEGS^T. £AM« a woolpack the rmvkt^ 
m^kt 

Another Sovereign, with a tun the mint- 
mark, of which mintage thefe is the Half 

So* 
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Sovereign, the Qaarfef, arid Half Quarter. <i:,Elia5. 
On the laft of thefe the name and titles 
are abbreviated, Slizab. d. g, ang. fr» 
ET, h:ib. regi. 

'f here are other Sovereigns differing in the 
form of the crown, the arches being muck 
more obtufe, or flatter than the former* ' 
Thefe have a crofs crofslet the mint-mark. 
Alfo a very neat fort like the former, 
hut without the two circles round the le* 

gend, tLlZABtTU. D. G. ANG. FRA. ET. 

ikiB. REGiNA. keverfe, the arms, motto, 
asid letters as befdre, having a mtillet of 
fbc points fot the riiirif-mark. Thefe were 
cfoined by the liiill, having graining upon tlie 
flat edge ; and the*r6 are fome few Half and^ 
QuartCT Sovereigns of this fort, With grain- 
ing both upon the flat and thick edge of 
the rim, being undoubtedly the ^v&EngR/b 
Money coined with the mill, or that had 
graining upon the rim. A C^artei" Sove* 
rfeign of this fort has ^feur de lis the mint- 
mark, vrhich is fuppofed to be the iHark 
of the year 1567, or 1568. 

This invention of the mill, Le Blatic * 
cisislls Balkncier^ or i^^, from the manner 
» p. zZ6. 

^4c ^ 
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Q^EHz, of working it, and fays it was firftfet up 
at Paris in 1553, but it feems not to have 
been pcrfeded till long afterwards; for the 
firft Money coined by the mill in France^ 
was " "Tejloonsy and Demy-Tejioons, in the 
year 15.61. The fame year we have Six-, 
pences coined by the mill in Englandy^ the 
Invention being brought hither ^ by a 
Frenchman^ who was encouraged by the 
Queen an4 Council, and coined milled 
Money in the mint in the "Tower ^ wljeq the 
pieces before mentioned were made with 
graining upon the thick edge of the riai> 
as patterns of milled Money, But this 
l^renchman being detefted of counterfeit- 
ing and making milled Money qut of the 
mint, he was hanged and quartered. Peir- 
haps the fecret died with hiqii but I rather 
think it did not anfwer the coft, and there-, 
fore was laid afide here, as it had been in 
France y Henry the Third, by an edi6l * in 
September 1585, forbidding the ufe of the 
mill, except for Medals and Counters. 

A very i^xx Sovereign ** of this milled fort, 
has her head croMfned foniething fpialler 
than ufual, as upon hpr Shilling of the 

• ^ lb. p. 327*. ^ The Anfwer of the Monicrs in t^emint 
tp Peter Bondeau,fo. i653,p,;50, p, 31. ^ Boiffard, jp. 158^ 

fam« 
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iamc mintage; eli'zabeth. p. g. an6«. q^^eiiz. 

FRAN. ET. HIB. REGINA, Rcvcrfe, IHS. ^~^~ ' 
AVTEM. TRAN. PER. MEDIV. ILLOR. 

I BAT. and the arms crowned, between 
E. R. A rofc the mint-mark. 

As to the Crowns and Half Crowns of 
gold, they are probably no other than the 
Quarter and Half Quarter Sovereigns. 

The lighter Coins of her forty- third 
year, are known from the other by the 
$gurcs I, or 2, for the mintvmarks. . 

The Shilling has the Queen's buft look-« 
ing to the left, crowned, a rofe behind the 
head, eh^jabeth. d. q. ang. fra. z. 
HiB. regina. Reverfe, posvi. dev. 
ADIVTOREM. MEVM. An efcocheon of 
the arms, divided by the old crofs, with 
the date above, 1575, and ^^eur de lis the 
ipint-mark. 

Another with the fame mint-mark, but 
without the rofe or date, reg, for regina. 
^nd MEV. for mevm. 

' A third BLIZAB, D. G. ang. F^t. ET. 

HiB.REGi. a key the mint-mark, which, 
lyir. I'horejby * fays, fhews it was coined in 
the Afchbifhop oi Tork's rxiir^t ; but it is 
not probable there was any Money cpined 
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iff the Bifli6p's txAMs after Henry iht 
'Eighth^ tmch kfs Shillhigs, (w&eh fTt^^ 
h2kA been im^dadie^ for c6Jning Groats;) 
fetrt it might pegh^|>s be eoined in th6 
King's mint there.- 

EJLIZABEtHf. til. G. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. 

14 GIN' A. with * ma<t»tlct the mint-marky 
commoftJy eattcd ^Dfake,^ and the ShiHittgf 
iSrom^t-h^nce the Dfake Shiilingi in memory 
(as the vulgar have it) of %it Francis Drake" i 
voyage round the world ; but fe indeed Vi^ 
edits tha(A the «rl}nt-^^lc of Sir RArd 
Martin, Whti> was m^adfe warden of Ac^ 
mint* the fourteen th of Elizahetby and it* 
her fwelity-diird' year mafter- worker, itf 
which pi^ft hecontiiiued till the fifteetitit 
of Jams the Firft ; irtd this toark of tihe^ 
martlet he }X{ed upon fhe Money, not only 
as allufive to his name, but as being apart? 
o£ his arn)^, which wa& grartfed to- him 
when he was M^den of the mtot. 

Another, like the former, ha'g a erbfsf* 

crofBlet the mint<*]aftai4c, aik^ fra. for 

Frank. 

iS.p.vi. The milled Shilling, with graining upon 

^'^^^^ the flat edgfc^, i& without circks about th*^ 

•Rymer,tDm.i5,p.785. tgm. i6,p.4i4. tom.i7>p. 19- 

legend 1 



L 
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kgCndi ELIZABETH. D. O. ANO. FRA* Q;^Ell7i. 

£T. HiB. REGiNA. a mulIet of fix points 
the mint-mark. It is a very neat Coin. 

There are Sixpences almoft of every 
year of her reign, from 1 561, both of the 
hammered and milled forf, and feveral 
different ftamps of the hmc year : »U of 
them have a rofe behind the Queen^s beady 
crowned, ' and the fanie epigraphe and re« 
verfe as the Shiinng^, with the date above 
the arms, wbich, in fome meafure, afcer« 
tains the iilint- marks to the re^diive 
3^arS', and by that means denermines the 
y^^i by the mint-* marks, to thoie other 
Coins which want the dates. The milled 
Sixpences have generally a mullet of fix 
points, or ^i fieur de lis the mint-mark* 
There is one Sixpence, of 11562, weighing 
tvf o pennyweights three grains^,, w&ich is 
three grains above the fall) weight, though 
in general they fall fliort by about &ven 
grains; for liOvifm\ who was mafter- 
worker from: the foufteenthy till the tWcn-^ 
ty-£rcond of Elizabeth, coiiied the Money 
Stxpetiee Farthing under the ftandard, and 
flkort of weight for diiver s years, till he 

• Rymer, torn. 15, p. 705. StOvi^V Survey of Lond. hy 
Stvype, b. i^ ch. 18^ p. 100. 

was 
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Qj^Eiiz. was deteftcd by Martin the warden ; but 
iL-vr-ui/ j^^ pleaded ncceffity for it, to make amends, 
for a bad bargain. And upon a commiffion 
of enquiry, though it appeared, that be- 
fides Eighteenpen^e in the pound weight, 
which the fubjedt paid to the coinage 
(whereof the Queen had Teripence, and 
the mafter Eightpence) there was taken 
from the Money Sixpence Farthing more. 
The commiffioners were fatisfied the work 
could not be performed without it, and, 
even then, was too little to bear all the- 
charges; and therefore, in their report to. 
the Queen, they propofed to allow himl 
Fifteenpence in the pound weight, and dif- 
chargehim of what was paft j and if he* 
did not Qccept of that, to appoint another 
in his place, and allow him a penfioh. 
«s.p.iv. Beiides the Sixpences before meiitioned, 
there is a rdfe one in Speed, having the 
Quecn*s buft crowned, looking to the right, 
(con trari wife from the former) 4:he buft 
being larger than ufual, and extending to 
the rim; Elizabeth, v.g. an. f.& hi. 
REG IN A. Reverfe, the arms in a large 
fhield crowned, and divided by a very broad 
crofs i the ufual motto Fo/ui, &c. and the 

date 



OF English Money. 25J 

date in the circumfcription above the Q:,EUt. 
arms, 1575. w-v--» 

Tiborejby * mentions a Sixpence counter- 
marked, with fhe Belgick lion, very fair 
upon the Queen's breaft, when fhe took 
thofe provinces under her protedion. 

There is another ftamped with the arms 
of Zealand^ to make it current there. 

I have likewife feen a light Sixpence of * 
1672, ftamped on the head-fide with a 
figure like an h, probably to denote the 
lightnefs ; but when, and upon what occa- 
fion, does not occur. 

The Groats, both of the hanunered and 1 s.P.vi. 
milled Money, are like the Sixpences of the ^' 
fame mintage, but want the rofe behind 
the head, and the date above the arms. 

The Threepences, like the Sixpences, 
have both the rofe and date. 

The Twopences like the Groats, but 
the hammered Twopence has two points. or 
dots behind the head. edg. rosa. sine. 
SPINA. Reverfe, the arms, and ci vitas. 
LONDON, a tun the mint-mark, and weigh: 
from fourteen grains and a half to fixteen. 
One of thefe, with a crefcent the mint- 
mark, weighs eighteen grains, which, by 

the ^ 
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Qi.Eli36. the weight, anfwers to the pieces of Two- 
^*'^'^*"'^ pence Farthing, if there were any fuclj. 
The milled Twopence is like the Three- 
pence, but wants the rofe, (as the Groat) 
and has a mullet of fix points the mint- 
mark, and weighing fixtecn grains. 

The Threehalfpenny piece has a rofe; 
without the Queen '^ head, E, d. o. rosa. 
SINE. SPINA. Reverfe, the arms, civi- 
TAs.EBORACi. Weight twelve grains. 

The Penny is like the Twopence, but 
without the dots, weighing eight grains. 

A piece like the Penny weighs fix grains, 
perhaps the Threefarthing piece. 

Another piece weighing half a grain 
more, has a rofe behind the Queen's head, 
and on the reverfe, above the arms, i. 7. 

Mr. 'Thorefby * mentions filver Halfpen- 
nies, having the rofe on both fides, and 
probably the Farthings had the fame ftamp. 
I s. P.Vl. The firft indenture that mentions Crowns 
^'^' and Half Crowns of iilver, is in her forty- 
third year. Thefe have her Majefty's buft 
in her robes crowned, the fceptre in her 
right hand, and, wb in her left, a large 

ruff 
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ruff find collar of rofts about feer r^d^ QiRSa- 
aad the badge of the rof^ with pearls pea^ ' 
dant thereto, which badge w«6 then, aai 
long afterwards, in like nxaofier worn at 
the collars of the oi£cer» .at urms ; £t iz a» 

JETH. D. G. ANG. jFJRA. ET. HfBSm^ 

ILEGiNA. Reverfe, the wr^f crofs, and 
legend as the Shilling; ft figure of x. the 
mint-mark; 

The portcullis> or exportable Money, is 
peculiar to this reign, and very fcarce ; it 
was coiaed by commiiSon % the eleventh 
of January, in her forty- third year, for the 
ufe of the Eaji^-India Company, and there- 
fore called Indian Money. The Queen ^ 
would not admit the company, at her firft 
granting them to be a corporation, to 
tranfport the King of Spain's filver Coin 
into the EaJi^Indies, though the merchants 
preffed it very often, telling her Majefty, 
that her filver Coin and llamp was not 
known in the EaJl^Indies. To which flic 
replied, that for the reafons the merchants 
ajledged, it was her refolution not to grant 
the King of Spain's, or any foreign 
-Prince's Coin, to be fent into India, but 

• MBnt-Books* * Violet's Appeal to Casfar^ ^to. i66or 
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Q^^Eliz. fiich'pieces as were coined with her effigies 
''"''" dn one fide, and the portcullis on the other ^ 
that the Indians might know her, where-* 
ever her merchants traded, to be as great 
a Prince as the King oi Spain-, and that no 
more fhould be fent than fhe and her coun-* 
cil fhould approve. As this was to fupply 
the place of Spanijh Money, which was 
befl known in the Indies, it was made of 
the jufl weight and finenefs of the Spanijh 
Dollar, or piece of eight Rials, and the parts 
of the Dollar, viz. ' in pieces of eight 
Teflers, four Tefters, two Teflers, and 
fingle Teflers ; the Tcfler being equiva- 
lent to the Spanijh Rial of plate. The 
piece of eight Teflers, commonly called 
the Portcullis Crown, weighed feventeen 
Pennyweights eleven grains, equal to a 
Spanijh Dollar or piece of eight, and to 
• four Shillings and Sixpence E^-^/^i and 
therefore may not improperly be called 
^S.Pl.v. the Englijh Dollar. The lefTer pieces were 
^ * in proportion, and all bore the fame flamp, 
having on one fide (inflead of her IVfajefly's 
head, which feems at firfl to have been in-* 
tended) an efcocheon of her arms crowned, 
between £. r. crown'd; Elizabeth, d 

G» ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REGINA, RcVCrfe, 
> Mint Books, 

her 



6F MNGtISh MoNfeVi U^f 

net badge of the porticallis crowned, pos vi * Q^^ felizi 
Jdevm. adivtorem* MEVMi An annulet 
the mint-mark. 

This Was obferved all Queeri Elizab^tb'i 
reign, but in the next was bought ofFj 
from which time^ to 1660, abdve fix mil-* 
lions were exported^ befides private ad-» 
ventures ^ and afterwards the fame pfadticd 
was continued in a much greater degree ; 
for an author ' computes the cxportafion 
to our time, at no lefs than a hundred and 
fifty millions j which, Jio doubt, was one 
reafonof the fcarcity of good Money, that 
brought fuch immenfe charge upon thd 
nation for re-^coinage in King William*^ 
time : whereas, had Queen Elizabeth'^ 
rule ' been obferved, it would, in fomd 
meafure, have prevented that ineonve-» 
niency, and befides the faving to the.pub-< 
lie, have done honour to the nation, and 
brought in a confiderable revenue to thcJ 
crown by the coinage^ 

Before the union of the two* kingdoms 
in King James the Firft, there was not any 
brafs or copper Money coined for the ufe 
oi England^ though our neighbours, thef 

« State of the Nation in refpcA of ker Credit, Moneyy 
l?€. Svo. Lond. 1726^ 

Si Pnncb, 
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Q^ Elfe. jFfvw>& % had it in 1575^ as rhoft of thd 
neighbouring kingdoms and ftates had 
fometime before. Queen. Elizabeth^ y it 
fecm^> had it under confideration beforfe her 
deaths and the queftion waS ftated to Mar-^ 
//>^, warden of the mint, about fcoining 
Farthings^ whether to make them of filver, 
or filver debafed, or copper; and his report 
thereupon was. That if they were of filver 
of the fl:andard of the other Coins> the 
pieces would be only two grains, neither 
conveniently coined, hor handled for pay- 
meht. If they were increafed by a bafc 
ftandard to fix grains, which was the 
fihalleft they conveniently could be, then 
l^ere would be eighty in every ouxice, and 
in every pound nine hundred and fixty, 
and would be current for twenty Shillings ; 
the workmanfhip would _coft two Shillings 
and Eightpencc the pound weight : the 
linall quantity of filver would make no 
fhew, and would be clearly loflr, and as 
eafily counterfeited, as if they were only 
copper j but, if made of copper, they might 
be faithfully made of one pennyweight 
the piece, two hundred and forty in apound^ 
and be current for five Shillings : Thefe 

• Le Blanc, p. 27 1 • * Strypc's Stow, b. i , ch, Tg,p,i q»» 

would 
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\5rould be apt for ufe, and of infinite con- 
tinuance^ and in them there was no prece- 
dent of embafing* And from this report, 
the Queen certainly intended to coin cop- 
per Money for England^ as fhe did foir 
Ireland. Mr. ^borejby ' defcribeg 4 pi^ce in 
his colledion, which undpubtefJly was a 
dejfign for a copper flalfpei|ny, having her 
Majefty*s cypher under a crowi), circnai- 
fcribed the. pledge, of. Reverfe, arofc 
and crown, A. HALFPENNY. But thoijgh 
it does not appear hqr Majefty coined any . 
copper Halfpence, yet by her authority % 
Halfpence of copper were made at Brijtol^ 
for the ufe of that opulent gity, having oi^ 
one fide a fhip, and on the other c. B. (ig- 
nifying Civitas Brijiol. And tfaefe weijj 
current for fmall things at Brijiol^ and tea 
iniles round *, and for want of fome fijch 
Money the latter end of her reign, every 
chandler, tapfi^r, yiftualler, and others, 
eiade tokens of lead and brais for Halfpence* 
The foUowihg particular /late of the 
coinage, from the twenty-fecond oiAuguJi^ 
in the twenty- third of Queen Elizabeth^ 
to the laft oi Auguji in her fortieth year, 

• N^ 325. * Confuetudo, et lex Mercatoria, by Gerard 
l^ines^ fo. p. 185. 1656. fol. Lond. 

S2 being 
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being feventeen years, is inferted from an 
old mint-book of the time, which, from 
feveral circumftances, appears to have be- 
longed to Sir Richard Martin the mint- 
mafter. 

'By comniiffion, which iendured but only 
^ three months, dated the twcnty-fecond 

of Augujiy» the twenty- third year of 

the Queen. 

Angel Gpld — 984 o i 12 
Silver Money - 26235 200 

F^or coinage due to the! 
Queen at three Shillings V j^g 70 
the pound weight - -J 

^^For coinage due to the-j 
mafter, at four Shillings / 
andNinepence the pounds 34 7 9 
weight J 

"For coinage due to the"] 
Queen,atTeripenceFar-l"20 8 6 

thing the pound weight J 



o 






I For coinage due to the") , 
' mafter, at fourteen Pence f 1 5 30 
the pound weight - -J 



78 

By 
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By indenture which ftill endureth, dated Q^EKz. 
the thirtieth oi January^ the twenty- 
fifth year of the Queen's reign, 

ihwt, oz.ihvt,gr. £• /. /, 

Angel Gold -.7106 046 
Silv. Money 632135 11 5 o 

''For coinage due to the 1 
1 Queen at fifteen Pence I 444 2 6 
the pound weight - J 

For coinage due to the -% 
Imafter at four Shil- I 
flings and Ninepence T ^ ^^ 

^the pound weight - J 

^For coinage due to the "1 
j Queen at Eightpence 121071 4 o 
fe I the pound weight - J 

CO < For coinage due to the 

Jg Imafter, at fourteen. ^ 

^ 1 Pence the pound ^ ^ ^^ ^ 



^weight 



By another indenture for Crown Gold, 
which ftill endureth, dated the tenth of 
June, in the thirty-fifth year of the 
Queen. 

Crown Gold 1 918 6 11 20 

S3 For 
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Q^EUz. For coinage due to the! £- ** ^• 
'"^^ Quieen, at fifteen Pence I 119 1 8 i 
the pound weight • - J 

For coinage due to the maf- ^ 
ter, at five Shillings and / 
Ninepence the pound f 
weight - - -* - - J 

Chal-ges lA be bom by the Queen for the 
whole time* 

For the officets jfees tend \ 
diet, at four hundred iand / 
onfe i^ound, fixteeii Shil- y683i 
lings and Tenptnce per 
annum ----- ^ 






For one Halfpenny by tale, 
granted to the moniers 
upon the coinage of €V^ 
pound weight of filver, ^1316 18 it 
from the thiirtieth of 
January, the tw^nty^fifth 
oi Elizabeth - - - 



For repairing of buildings, 
^t fixty pounds per ahnam 



1&20 "0 o 



Charges 



OF English Monev; 265 

Charges to be born by the mafter in the QiEiis^. 
coinage of the Monies for the whgle 
tipie. 

To the moniers for coinage -j ^. ,. /, 
of every pound weight off 
lilver, at Sevenpence Far- T ^^^ 
thing the pound weight J 

For wafte at melting the*! 
filver, at Threepence the > 8229 12 9 
pound weight - - - J 

For proyifion of coals, iron, 

tools, yvages, diet, and all 

other expences about I 6800 o o 

making the Monies, at 
^ four hundred Pounds per 

anpum - - - - - 

For wafte of gold and melt- -j 

ing at Ninepence the i 375 ^ ^ ^ 

pound weight - - - J 
For coinage to the moniers. 



i 375 II ^ 
ditto ^ ^^^ 

Sum total of the Queen's 
profits - J"904 o 

Sum total of the Queen's 1 
charges, is--^-^^^ ^ ^^ 

Jlefts to the Queen - - ^3735 '5 ^ 

S4 Sum 



^154 * An Historical Account 

a,EUa. S»ra total of the maftcr's 7 £' '• ^r 
profits, is ,- ^ ^ - 3 < 

Sum total of the ^^^^^'^^36354 16 i| 

charges, is - - - ^ 3 
Refts cleir to the mafter 4524 '6 m 
' More the mafter hath gain^ 

ed by Spanifh Money, 

weighing four hundred! 

^nd thirty-eight thpufand ( ^^^S 

poundp weight, at Sevens 

pence the pound weight 
The mafter's whole gains gggq 6 z 
The whole weight of ^ 

fine aqd Crown gpld f 

molten in the time f ?^^44 3 ^9 9 

aforefaid, is ^ r J 
The whole weight P^ 1 ^r 

filver molten r- - ) . 3 4 4 3 

The whale weight of 1 

fine and Crown gold 1 , 

. a . u ' r ^^^^3 6 17 14 
corned in the time I , 

aforefaid, is - r- J 

The whole weight of 7 

filver bullion coined \ ^5^37^ ? S ^ 

po remains in themaf- "| 

ter's h^nds yet un- I 30 9 i 19 

coined of gold - »- I 

Pitfo of filver not yet 1 

... \ 3953 9 16 3 

- AU 



OF English Money, 265. 

All the filver fterling Money * coined Q^^Eliz. 
in this reign, excluding fome bafe Irijh 
Monies that were then made, did amount 
to four million, fix hundred and thirty-* 
two thoufand, nine hundred and thirty- 
two Pounds, three Shillings, and Twopence 
three Farthings. The gold *, one million^ 
five hundred thoufand Pounds. 

The Irtjh^^ in the beginning of this 
reign, are faid to have a mint of their own, 
but it does not appear they had any Money 
coined there ; on the contrary, there is a 
commiffion*, to Sir Edmund Peckbam^ 
treafurer, and Thomas Stanley y comptroller 
of the mint in tlie Hower^ and others, to 
convert bafe Money, then current in 
Englandy into Harp Shillings and Groats, 
find to take four thoufand Pounds bafe 
Monies, to make eight thoufand in Harp 
Shillings and Harp Groats, three ounces 
fine, and nine ounces allay; forty fuch 
Shillings to the pound Troy^ having the 
Queen's effigies on the one fide, with her 
ufual ftile, and the harp crowned on the 
other. 

• Lownds, p. 102. * State of the Nation in rcfpcd to 
her Credit, Debts, and Money> 8vo. Lond. 1726^ p. 18. 
P friih Hift. lib. p. 166, * 410. Pars, Pat. primo Eliza. 

The 
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The bftfe Money was no fooner prolii- 
^it^ in England^ but it is faid to have been 
lurried over Xo Ireland in great quantities; 
that the Bungalls, as they called them^ 
went for ' Sixpence, and the broad pieces 
lor Twelvepence ; but afterwards the for-* 
jner only for Twopence, and the latter for 
a Groat ; and when they were refufed elfe-^ 
frherey they pafied in Connaugbty the former 
for a. Penny, and the latter for Twopence* 
But this was not of long continuance, for 
itbout the fame tiase^ that the Queen xe.^ 
ilored good Money in England ^ fhe did the 
like m Ir elands coining Shillings of the 
v^Iue o£ Ninepencc EngM/h^ and of equal 
finenei«, ^or at leaA as good as, her filler's, 
which were deven ounces fine. 

The Shillings are fair pieces, having 
iS.P.Vl.hcrhead crowmcd like the EngUJh\ eli-- 

ZABETH. D.G, A.F.ET. HIBERJNIE.^EG* 

Reverfe,, in ^ fliield crowned, three 
harps with the date on each fide, 15-61, 
and the£»^/^ caotto, Posyi,.6cc. a harp 
the mint-mark. Scane .of thefe weigh 
, three pennyweights two grains, but others 
no more than two pennyweights twelve 

•Camden's Eliz. anno 1560, 

grains* 



OF English Money. 167 

grains. The Sixpence is like the Shilling, QJLitt^ 
and the Threepence has the fame ftamp, 
but with the addition of a rofe behind the 
head. 

In her fortieth year was an indenture • 
with Sir Richard Martin, and Richard 
Martin his (on, mafter workers of the 
Queen's mint in the Tower, for coining 
five forts oi Monies for Ireland, viz. Shil- 
lings, to be current for Twelveipence Jrijb^ 
Half Shillings, Quarter Shillings, Pennies;, 
and Halfpenfiies ; and by force of this in-* 
denture certain quantities of the faid feve* 
ral kinds of Monies were coined and ifTued 
for the payment of her Majcfty's army in 
that kingdom. And in her forty-third 
year * was another indenture, by which were 
coined Irijh Shillings, Sixpences, and 
Threepences, two ounces eighteen penny- 
weights -fine J the privy marks a cypher, a 
mullet, or a martkt ; and likewife Irijb 
Peiice and Halfpence of copper, one hun- 
dred and ninety and a half to the pound. 

About the fame time was put forth a 
proclamation % comformable to a law 
enaded in the reign of King Henry the 

* Rymcr, vol. i6, p. 414. Pat. 43 ElisB. * Mint Books. 
« Camden's Eliz. 1601 • 

Seventh, 
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Q^EKz. Seventh, -that no man fhould carry over 
any Engiijh Money into Ireland. 

This debafement of the Irijh Money, 
Buckhurjl % Lord Treafurer, extorted from 
the Queen, out of a neceffity, as he alledged, 
the Irijb war drawing yearly out of England 
above one hundred and fixty thoufand 
Pounds fterling; but the Queen herfelf was 
averfe to it, ftying, it would much refleft 
upon her credit, and difoblige the army. 
Whether it turned to the advantage of the 
Queen, or not, fays Camden f I do not know; 
but to the treafurer's and paymafter's, no 
doubt it did, whofe covetous humour may 
feem to have iirft contrived it. 

This bafe Money was afterwards made 
current by proclamation, wherein it is de- 
Icribed ^ to be ftamped on one fide with 
her highnefs's arms, crowned, and infcrip- 
tion of her ufual ftyle, and on the other 
with the harp crowned, &c. As alfo cer- 
tain pieces of fmall Mqney, of Pence, 
Halfpence, and Farthings, for the ufe of 
the poorer fort, ftamped on each fide as 
the other; and the proclamation takes 
notice, that the filver was three ounces fine, 

• Camden's Eliz. i6oi, *» Irifli Hift. Library, ch^ of 
Money. 

though. 
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though, as I have obferved above, it was Q:,Eliz. 
but two ounces eighteen pennyweights, 
and the goldfmiths valued a Shilling at no 
more than Twopence fterling. 

The Shillings of this coinage have on 
one fi^e the arms, Elizabeth, p. g. 

ANG. FR. ET- HIBER. REG.,, Rcverfc, 

the harp crowned, posvi. devm. adiv- 

TOREM. MEVM. 

, As this Money was coined in England 
for the ufe of Ireland, it was returned thi- 
ther by way of exchange, for which pur- 
pofe a new office was erefted *, called I'be 
Office of Exchanger between England and 
Ireland, and every perfon for twenty Shil- 
lings Irijh delivered in Irelandy Vf2is to re- 
ceive nineteen Shillings in England, and 
for twenty Shillings paid in England^ to 
receive twenty-one Shillings in Ireland ^ 
and this new ftandard being made current % 
all other Coins were ordered to be brought 
into the treafury, to the great lofs of the 
foldiers, and, at the fame time taking away 
the allowance of one Shilling in the Pound 
for exchange, bred i general grievance. 
This likewife brought back all the old 

* Rymer> torn. i6| p. 414. i6oi» pat. 43 EUz. 
y Iriih Hift, Library^ chap, of Money. 

baft 
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Qj^Eliz. bafe Money that had- formi^rfy been de- 
cried ; fo that, befides the Queen's adul- 
terate Coin, at the clofe of her reign, they 
had, .Firji, broad-faced Groats, coined- 
originally for Fourpence, but now worth 
Eightpence, Secondly, Crofs-keele Groats, 
ftampcd with a triple crown, coined 
likewife for Fourpence, but of more value 
now, and were either fent hither by the 
Popes, or for their honour had this ftamp 
fet upon them. Th'rJfy, Dominus Groats, 
of like finencfs, coined by fuch of our 
Kings who ftyled themfelves Dominus Hi^ 
hernia. Fourthly, RexCrozts, of thofe who 
ftyled themfelves Kings of Ireland, fo bad, 
their intrinfic value was not above Two- 
pence. Fifthly, White Groats, fo bafe, that 
fometim« nine of them were given for an 
JE/fg/^* Shilling. They had alfo Brafs Har- 
pers, which v^re as big as a Shilling, but 
went for no more than a Penny, and Far- 
things of the fame met4l, called Smulkins. 

The Queen^s copper Money for Ireland 
had the arm*s between e. r. Reverfe, the 
harp cTbwned, and a date at bottom, 1601, 
with -dte kgend on hoAi fides, as the bafc^ 
Shilling, die laokA-mxck ^fieur de Us within 
arrefcent. This was ^c firft copper Money- 
coined 
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toitd by any of our Princes^ and as they 
wfere coined in ^ngland^ niight probably 
be current here as well as in Ireland^ 



JAMES I. A*&, 1602-3. 

xMmediately upon the demifc of Queen Jama t 
Edizabetby the crown of Enghnd lawfully * 
defcended to jftimes King of Scotland, 
whereby the two kingdoms became united 
under one Imperial crown; and becaufe* 
the Scotch nobility, and others who at«* 
tended his Majefty hither, could not be 
provided with current Englijh Money, th« 
Scotch gold Coia, called the Six Pound Piue, 
was made current for Ten Shillings, and to 
be equal to the Englijh Angela or Sovereign 
of gold. 

The firft indenture * for coinage is with 
Sir Richard Martin ^ and his fon, mailers 
and workers, dated the twenty-firft oiMay^ 
in his firft year, for -coining gold of twenty- 
three carrats, three grains and a half fine, 
into pieces of Ten Shillii^s, Five Shillings^ 
and Two Shillings and Sixpence, (which 

* Stat. 1. Jac. 1, c. I. * Proclamation in Rymcr, 

«Dm. 16, p. 605. « Mint Books. 

muft 
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James I. inuft be Aiigcls, Half and Quarter Angels,) 
■i_.r-y-._f privy mark ^Jkurde^Ks; and of Crown gold 
twenty-two carrats fine, pieces of Twenty 
Shillings,Ten Shillings, Five Shillings, and 
Two Shillings and Sixpence (meaning So- 
vereigns, Half Sovereigns, Crowns, and 
Half Crowns,) privy mark the thiftle ; and 
of filver. Crowns, Half Crowns, Shilling^^ 
Sixpences, Twopences, Pence, and Half- 
pence ; all of the fame weight and good- 
nefs, as were coined by the forty-third of 
Queen Elizabeth. Thofe firft Coins are 
known from others of the fame fpecies, by 
the titles ang. sco. For the next year, 
by proclamation • dated the twentieth of 
OElober^ King James aflumed the title of 
King of 'Great Britam, which ftyle was 
directed by the proclamation to be thence- 
forth ufed upon the Coin. 

The eleventh of November was a new 
indenture with the fame perfons as before, 
raifing the pound of Crown gold to 
thirty-feven Pounds, four Shillings in 
tale, and the pound of filver into fixty- 
two Shillings by tale, to be coined into 
feveral new fpecies of Money, as particu* 

• Rymcr, torn. i6, p. 603. 

lady 
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larly fpccificd in a proclamation for mulcing Ja 
the fame current; bearing date the fixteenth 
of the fame month. Mr. Lotvnds ^'hzs 
mifplaced this indenture to his firft year.' 

The proclamation ** fets forth, That, to 
remedy the inconvenience by the Scottb 
Coin, being current here at equal svaltie 
with the Eng/i/h, and to prevent the ex- 
portation of the Englijh gold Coin, as had 
been done of late in large quantities, the 
fame not hearing g due proportion to the 
ijlver, as in other nations ; and being worth 
more in its true value than allowed for 
here, his Majefty had caufed new Coins, 
both of gold and filver, to be made of 
feveral ftamps, weights, and values, but of 
one uniform ftandard and allay, to be cur- 
rent within the kingdom of Great Britain. 
That is to fay, 

^* One piece of gold of the value of 
*' twenty Shillings fterling, to be called the 
*• Unitie, ftamped on the one fide with oure 
*' pidture formerly ufed, with this oure 
" ftyle. Jacobus. D* G. Mag. Brit. Franc. 
** Gf Hib. Rex. And on the other fide oure 
" armes crowned, and with this word, 
** Faciam eos in Gent em mam. 

• P. 52. -* Rymcr, torn. i6, p, 605. 

T '' One 
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^^ One other gould Money of tenne Shil^ 

lings^ to be called the Douhk Crtywne^ 

'^ And one other ^ould Money of five 
^f Shillings^ to be called the Britnini 
*' Crawhe j on the one fide with oure pic- 
*^ ture accuilomed> and oure ftile as afore«> 
^' faid J and on the other fide oure arihesj 
*' aiid thia word, Henrieus Rofas^ . Regna 
** Jacobus. 

** One other piece of four Shillihgs^ to 
** be called the TUnjHe Crrwne^ having on 
•' the one fide a rofe crownedi and otine 
*' title, J a. D. G. Mag. Brit. F. &H.Rex, 
•* and on the other fide a thiftlc flower 
** crowned, with this word, ^ueatur Vnifa 
^^ Deus. 

•* Alfo, pieces of two Shillings Sixpence, 
*' to be called Halfe Crownes, with oure 
** pidture accuftomed, and this word, *)^.I>. 
•^ G. Rofajine Spina ; and on the other fide 
** oure armes, and this word, TueaturUnifa 
'' Deus* 

** And for filvcr Moneys, pieces oiFrbe 
•* Shillings^ and 3w^ Shillings Six^pence^ 
** having on the one fide oure pidure on 
'^ horfeback, and oure flile aforefaid. 

*• And pieces of ^welve^pence, and 
** Six-penpe, having pure pidure formerly 

'' ufed 



OF English Mqhev. * 875 

«« nkdp aad oure ftUc w aforefidji «il4 on JajH«ii. 
■^ the other fide oure armes^ aad this worc^ 
** %4r D^iyj coryunxitf ngmifeparat. 

*' ALfo. pieces of T'wo^pence^ having qa 
^* the one fide a roie crowned^ ami about 
«* it y. D. G. Ro/ajSne Spina, and on the 
^' other fide a thiftle flower crowned^ and 
*' about it, Tueatur Unita Deus. 

** And one Penny, having on the one 
^^ fide a rofe, and about it J. D. 6. Sqfa 
**JiM Sptnai and on the other fide a thiille 
<' flower, and about it Tueatur Deusp 

** And the Ha^enny, having on the one 
'^ fide a rofe> and on the other fide a thtftle 
^* flower/' 

Tiie next year, by an indenture*, dated 
the fijcteenth ofyufy, a pound weight oi 
gold of the old ftandard, was to make forty 
Pounds ten Shillings by tale, in Rofe Rials» 
at ^irty Shillings each 1 Spur Rials, at 
fifi(een Shillings; and Angels, at ten 
Shillings : privy mark, the rofe. 

The ninth of May 161 1, being the ninth 
year of this reign, the King (as ufual) was 
preient^ at the trial of the Pix, and dili«- 

* Miat-Book$« Lowiids> p. 53. * Stow, p. 911. 

T 2 gently 
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Jatnesl. gendf viettr€d and elKitniiied tine ilate* 6f 
'iis^M<m'e/aiid mint, -and thte eighteenth 
of the^femt month £1 proclamation * ^as 
made to prevent the<:ulling out,^melting, 
and-tramfpoxtio^/tfae weighty goki: Money, 
gold:becoming fo fcarce in EngUuid^ that 
for ijeartwo^yoars thcuc wlas not tiny iifual 
payment made in gold,xand the gdid Coin 
called 'the i7;TiVif, which was here worth 
but twenty Shillings, was valued in ibteigii 
parts at twenty-two Shillings* This was 
owing to the. great quantity .of filver 
brought into 'Europe j upon lhff»opening of 
themineio£P.ari^.aiidil4^jdfj?. For reme- 
dying this inconveniency, the goldMondy 
was raifed two Shillings in the Pound by 
proclamatioB> tine twenty- third of Nthem^ 
bcTy viz. . . .' ^ 

.Tfhq,pwceof:gQld called the t^/7/Vi^ 02 
The -j)iece of gold palled .tj^ei?^^/? 3 
Crown .*, *x-^ "*• ■■ *•! * • - - \.\' 
BritaineCrowne — c 6 
' ^ . . Tkj/iU Crowne^ *• 29 
/The piece 9f gold of Scotlan4 called 7 
the 5/Jc Pound Piece - * *. 3 

•Stowip. 912. 

- - ' ' All 



All other pieces '*of gold of the Coin^f jamo»R^ 
any fbriner Kings orchis real^» al: 'that 
time current, were to bear the lik&inpreaft 
of fJrice in proportion,. ViZ.'- ; ! 



d. 
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The foUowing'yteirr hy indenture* with 
Sir Richard Miif'fi»;^iA^{i&L 'and worker, 
dated the eigh^earfth of May, a pound of 
gold df the old-'ilahdard, was -to make 
forty-four Pounds by tale,' in R<J& Rials, 
Spur Rials,' and Aitgels : and the pound 
of crown gold -for-ty • Pounds, eighteen 
Shillings, and Fourpence, in Urates at 
tWenty-tWo ^Shtlllngs, double Crowns at 
eleven Shillings, Britijh Crown$ at 'five 
Shillings and Sixpence, Thiflle Cto^M at 
four ShilKngs and Fourpence three Far- 
things, or UdMBriiiJh Crowns at two Shil- 
lings and Ninepence a-piece,* And upon 

• townds, Rymer, torn. 17, p. 19. 

T 3 - the 
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the ^th of Sir Richard Martin^ a com* 
miffioti % 4iated the twenty- third K^Augufi 
i6i5j was direded to the Lord Knhet^ 
and Edmund Doo6/eday, warden, and other 
officers of the mint, to coin the fame fort 
of Money as had been formerly coined by 
the faid indenture of the eighteenth of 
Jtf^ ; fo that the pound of iBne gold was 
raifed fevin Pdtmds ten Shillitiigs; and the 
potmd of crown gold fevrti Pounds eight 
Shillings and Fourpence above what it was 
ihQmen EUtMieti'z time* 

The third of Septmier, 1619, in the 
fevisnt^onth year of King yames^ was a new 
Coin ^ with his head fiirtounded with a 
laurel, wherefore it foon got the name of 
Laurels amo^g the vulgar,; of different 
values, viz. Twenty Shillings, with XX, 
behind !the head, ten Shillings, with X. 
and five Shillings with V* Thefe wereof 
crown gold; and the lanae year were 
coined pieces of thirty Shillings, fifteen 
Shillkigs, and ten Shillings, and new An- 
gels of the old ftandard* Thefe were pro- 
bably the fame fpecies and value as men** 
tioned in an indenture in his twenty-firft 

• Rymcr, torn. 17, p. 19. 1617, P^^- "S J- «• P- 13« dorf, 
^ Omden's Annals of Janfts L 1619. 

year. 
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year. This indenture* is dated the feven*^ JaAies l 
tccnth of July^ with Randal Cranfield^ 
mafter- worker in the ^ow^r^ for making 
Rofe Rials at thirty Shillings^ Spur Rials 
at fifteen Shillings, and Angels at tea 
Shillings of the old flandard. The pound 
by tale fdrty-four Pounds ten Shillings i 
to the King for coinage fifteen Shillings ; 
to the mafter two Shillings ; and to the 
moniers four Shillings : and of crown gold^ 
Unites^ at twenty Shillings, forty-one to 
the pound; Double Crowns at ten ShiU 
lings^ znd Britain Crowns at five Shillings : 
which ftandard of twenty-two carrats fine, 
9nd two allay, the King ordained and efla«- 
blifhed to be the right flandard of the laid 
three Monies. For coinage of the fame 
fifteen Shillings per pound to the King, 
and fix Shillings and Pivepence to the 
mafter and moniers : and of filver Money, 
pieces of five Shillings, half five Shillings, 
Shillings, (fixty-two to the pound) half 
Shillings, Twopences, Pence, and Half-* 
pence. But, upon divers complaints, the 
^d Cranfield^ was fequeflered the thir<* 

■ II James I. 19. pt. Clauf. N** 2. '- 
^ Rjonev's Fadera« torn. i9, p. 6, 

T 4 teenth 
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James L tccnth (^ijanudry^ in the laft year of King 
James. 

There were likewife four different pro-^ 
clamations * in his tenth, fixteenth, twen- 
tieth, and twenty-fecpnd year, to prevent 
the exportation and confumption of. Coin 
and bullion^ and to bring the fame, as well 
into the kingdom, as into the mint. For 
this piirpofe, a price was fet upon the fe- 
veral fpccies of foreign Coin. All profit 
to be made hereof upon the exchange of 
gold and filver Money was prohibited, as 
well as the melting of Coin ; and to pre- 
vent unneccffary wafte, all gold and filver 
foliage was forbid to be ufed on buildings, 
furniture, cloaths, or other .ornaments, 
except in armour or weapons, or in arms 
or enfigns of honour, at funerals, or 
monuments of the dead 5 and forbidding 
the making of gold and filver thread, and 
enjoining that the ftatute of the fourth of 
' Henry the Seventh fhould b? duly obferved^ 
and, Lajifyy the King abolifhed the com- 
pany of Gold Wire- Drawers : but, as to 
the exportation, there was a feving claule 
for the EaJi'India Company, not to dif- 
charge any liberty which they hadj» by the 
I Rymer, torn, 1 7, d. 133, 376, 605. 

lawful 
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lawful ufe arid py aftice of their tharter, JtnwL 
being a company that deferved fo well to 
be upheld and encouraged; 

The Soyereign of his firft coinage of 
crown gold, or new fferling, has fcis 
figure in wrought armour,, crowned, look- 
ing to the left, the fdepter* in "Hs "right 
hand rciUng upon his flioulder,. and orb iil 
his left hand, being' likewife; reprefenteift^ 
with a beard and' whilkcry,. which we fefc 
upon all his Money, bdt had not been ufed 
before fince Henry the Third, except upon 
the broad-faced filvcr, and- the gold Money 
of Henry the Eighth; jacobvs* d. a: 

ANG. sod. FRAN. ET.HIB.REX\ ReVCrfc, 

in a fhield crowned between i^ R. the army/ 
viz. quarterly ; firft and fourth^ France 
and England i quarterly i fecond, Scotland i 
third, Ireland y with this epigraphe, which 
he had formerly ufed upon fome of hii 

Scotch Coins; EXVRGAT; DEVS. DISSI^ 
FENTVR. INIMICI. (i^/w.lxviii. V. I.) 

A thiftle-head the mint-niart. 
. The Half Sovereign has the King's buft 
in armour, crowned, and a long beard, the 
•like epigraphe, but hiber, for hib. and 
the fame reverfc. 

The 
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jtafftit The Unite, or Sovereign of crown gold^ 

^' ''^^ vulgarly called .Sce^fery from the fcepter 

thereon^ has the King'^ figure like a So- 

Vereign, but in plain armour; his ftyle 

»s.PLV. bcibg now altered upon the Money j i ACOf 

^ ' BYS. D.O.MAG. BRIT. FKA. BT. HI. REX. 

But on his great feal he ^11 continued the 
title of £^4^^ and Scotland^ becaufe there 
irnti ftill fepmte feals as diftind king-- 
^tm. The reverie of this is alio like the 
Sovereign^ but with a different and fmta«» 
Ue motto; FAciAM. bos.. in. obntem. 
VN^AM. TJiefe have various mint-marks^ 
as a csMtyJleur de lis, thiflK cinqfoil^ &c« 
\ The Double Crown has his buft crownedj^ 
with the like epigraphe and reverie as the 
Ibrxner^ but this legend^ hbnric. rosas« 
HBONA. iacobvs. alluding to the union 
of the two ro^s, or houfes of Tork and 
LancafteTj by Henry the Sieventh, and of 
the two kingdoms by himfdf^ as he ob-* 
ifeiwed in his firilQ^eech to his Parliameat. 
This has a roie for the mint*mark. 

Another^ after the raifing of the gold, 
has ^i. behind the fae^. 
. The JSr/VW^^. Crown ii like the Double 
Crown^ but has i. r* on the fides of the 

crowa 
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crown above die iarms. A tofctht mittt- J^>»t r. 
mark. 

The Thiftlc Crown lias a roTe flipt and 
crowned^ l>etwce£i i. r. and this epigrapfae^ 

lA. O. G.MAO. BR. T&. ZT. HI. REX. iS.P.VL 
RcVCnfe,TVBATVJl.VNITA.DEVfi. Athif* **' 

tie iliptand crowned between i. r. and a 
caftle the mint^mark. 

-The Half Crown has the King's \mA 
crow<ied as before^ 1. 1>. q. rosa. sinx« 
SPINA. Revcrfe like tlie Britaini Crown^ 
6nly in this the Khield of arms extends^ at 
top, to the edge of the Coin% hflim" delis 
the intiit--mark. 

The Rofe Riil, or Rojrai,^ thirty Shil- 
lings, is the very fiuttie Coin which in the 
tsMes of his predeeedbrs was called a S&ve^ 
reign, being of fine gold, exhibiting his 
figure fitting upon his throne, in ftate, 
with the portci^is at his leet, like theirs, 

IACOBTS« 0« 6. MAC BRIT« FRAN« BT<^ 

KiBOBR. Rrx« Reverfe, the double roie^ 
with the arms as. before defcribed, indie 
center, and lite legend ufed by Q^enMatyp 

A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTFP. ET. EST# 

MiRAB. IN. OCT. WRis^ Miiit-marks, a 
caftle, a rofc, a fccy> &c* 

Hi* 
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funw r- . His Spur iRid^ has his figure like the old 
Rial or Noble, ftanding in a fhip in ay<< 
mour, and crowned, a fword ih.his ri^'ht 
tiand, and in his left a large .ftueld: witb 
. . / / Jbis arms; Upon the fideof theifhip a rofe, 
and it .Ae head a flag,.withv the initial 
letter i* in it j lAbomr^^ dI g. ;mag».: 
BRIT, FRAN, ET. HiB. rSEx. :;Reverfe, a 
§m with a i^bfe fin the center,.* the jfbur car- 
dinal rays JlcrJ, with ^ fimt.dtlk at the 
points, and A lion oi England under a 
CjrojviiL in >each quarter, all withiri the old 
tftfc.as ufu&.l,yery nearly irefemblingQjjeen 
Marys Rial, (except in the fafhion of the 
ffiip) and with the fame ■ Ic^rid^ ^ buf^ in 
Rtman chAn&tss I a,dno>!EACTvm.esT'. 

ISTVD.iRT. EST, MIR^AJSItE;, A rofe tho 

mintrmark. ■ ; 
, The Thirty .Shilling Pieces, of the-oid 
flandard, coined in his feveaiteenth year, 
have the. figure of the King fitting in his 
chair of ftatc, iiijhis^ robe's, having about 
his neck a large ruff, (which I have, not 
oblerved u^dn 4,ty other of hxs Goins) and 
likewife the collar of the garter, (which 
he firft put upon hi^ great fcal, and upon 
his gold Money.) . The crown upon his 
hc^, fcepter in his ri^ht hand, and orh 



^^ 



ift his lefty rcAifig his feet upbri a port- James L 
cullis ; the grbiind diapered with rofes and 
Jkurs de hi, and the back of the chait 
adorned with thiftles; lACofiVs b.G. ma. 
BRi. FR» Rt*. Hi. re!x. • 5^everfei an efco^ 
cheon of the arriis Within ^ broad circlei 
both divided by the old crofs ^ori ; each 
quarter of the circle charged with a lion 
oi England i betWefen zjleur de Us and a role> 
and wer the arms XXX. for the value. 
Thfe mlnt-iiiafks various j as ^ijteur deUs\ 
a mullet, a trefoil, a thiftle. • 

^^Ifc Fifteen Shilling Pi6c^,of the fame 
mintage, has the "Scotip lioii f^atlt, holding 
the fcepter in his right paw^ and with his 
left fupporting the fhield of arms, between 
the figures X. and V. denoting the value. 

lACOBVS. D. G/lViAG. BRIT. FRA. t,T . 

H IB. REX. Reverfe, exadlly like the Spiir 
Royal. 

The Twenty Shilling Piece (of the Tame 
year) of crown gold, commonly called 
Broad Pieces, and Laurels, by way of dif- 
ticlftio^ from the Unites, which were like- 
'wife vulgarly called Broad Pieces.- Thefc 
have the King's buft laureate looking to 
the cight> and XX. behind the head. 
JAC0>>Sri>;ft. MAG. BRI.FRA. feT.HIB^. 

' ' REX, 
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REX« Reverfe, the eicochcon of afmf 
crowned^ and divideAby the old crdfs* 

FACIAM. B0&« IN. OENTEM. VNAM* 

The mvit'-rnvkSf ^Jleur de lis^ a thiftle, a 
mullet, 9 cinqibiL One with a trefoil, 
has a fmaller ihijeld than ufuaL 
1S.P.IV. The Icflcr pieces, of Tea Shillings, and 
^ ^^- Five Shillings, are like the Twenty Shilling 
Piece, diftinguiflied by the figures X. and 
V. behind the head, both of then» bearing 
the legend, h£Nricvs# rosas. rrgjna. 

lACOBVS. ! ; 

The Angel has St. Michael as ufu^, and 
reverie, Uie £hip with three mafts, having 
a large main-f^^l, wit^i.the arnjs. thereon. 
On the fide of the ftiip, lions ^nd^Jkursde lis^ 
at the head an^ Aern a \\qfi rampant, and a 
like lion in a flag or ilreanier, pendant 
horn the main-top-maft-head. A n^nllet 
the mint-mark» 

The new Angel of Ten Shillings is like 
thefprmer, but has X. for. the value under 
the Angel. 

The Shilling;: of his firft coinggi;, hf^ 
Jiis buft in armour, crowned, looking , tp 
the left, with a large b^rd and Qiuii^^c^^oos ^ 
XIL beh]n4 the h^adj^ |AC09vs% d.Q^ 

.AN4?ji SCO. ]^«A. £T.HIB,]IEX« ReVOrfc, 

apl^in 
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ft plain efcocheoii of the arma^ bxvrgat. JmrnV 

J)EV8» DISSIFENTVK* INIMICI. An rf* '^ ' 

callop> wJUur de lis^ the mint-^m&rk. 

A Sixpchce> with VI. behind the head, 
like the Shilling» and the date 1604 ^hov;: 
the arms 5 zjleur de lis the mint-mark* 

The Shillings after the alteration of the iS.P.VL 

WX^t lACOBVS. p. 6. MAG^ BRIT* FRA. 

£T. HiB. Risx. and XII* behind the head 
as the former. Reyerfe^ the arms in a plain 
fhield 5 QViB, Dfivs. coniynxit. N£M0« 
SEPARETi Mint-marks, an efcallop, 
coronet, ovjieur de lis^ &c* 
' Another has bri. for brit. with the 
Prince's devife, or Wdch feathers, through 
a coronet, above the arms, being of the 
Welch mines ' in Cardigan/hire^ difcovered 
in this reign by Sir Hugh Middleton^ and 
have been worked ever fince with fucccfs j 
whereas all others in England have not 
anfwered the charges of working* Nor 
does Great Britain want gold mines, for 
fuch have been difcovered * at Cr^jford- 

« Ckamb. State of England, mneteenth edit. 1 700^ p. 3a. 
Heylin's Cormograpliy» fbl. Lond, p. 276. ^ Malines, 
p.183, 1S4. 

Moore 



^88 A}i Historical AccotrNT 

Moore in Scotland^ in the filnds of the river, 
twenty-two carrats fine, and the like in 
England^ at Brich'U' HI//, nt^r Spi/Jbury ivi 
Lancajhirei tut it is not likely they af- 
forded any quantity to fet the mints at 
work. - 

The Twopence has his Majefty's buft 
like the Shilling, with II • behind the head ; 
I. D. G. ROSA. SINE. SPINA. Rcverfe, a 
plain fliield of the arms, with a thiftle head 
-above it, and the fame mint-mark. 
iS.p.vi. The Penny has I. behind the head, and 
**■ the fame mint-mark. 

Another with 2ifleurde /is for the mint- 
mark, has two fceptres in falticr behind 
the arms. 

The Rofe Twopence has a rofe crowned, 
I. D, G. ROSA. SINE. SPINA. Revcrfc, a 
thiftlc crowned, TVEATVR.VNIT A. devs^. 
A thiftle the mint-mark. 

The Penny like the Twopence, but 
wants the crown : Some of thefe have the 
motto, Tttiedtur JJnita Deus, on both fides, 
and are heavier than the former. 

The Halfpennies have the rofe on one 
fide, and thiftle on the other, without any 
infcription; but fome have the rofe on 
both fides » 

There 
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There is likewife a very neat Penny of James l 
the milled fort, weighing fix grains, having ^^^ 
on one fide the letters i. r. under a crown, N^37^ 
and between a fmall rofe and thiftlc. Re- 
verfe, a portcullis, crowned. 

The Crown Piece of the firft coinage, 
exhibits the King on horfeback in armour, 
crowned^ and holding a drawn fword upon 
his fhoulder : upon the trappings of the 
horfe a rofe, crowned, iacobvs. d. g. 
ANG. SCO. FRAN. ET.HiB. REX. Reverfe, 
an efcocheon of the arms, exvrgat. 

DEVS.DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. A thiftlc- 

head the mint-mark. 

The Half Crown like the Crown. 

The Crown and Half Crown, after he 
took the ftile of Great Britain^ has his 
figure- like the former, only the rofe and 
crown upon the horfe- trappings arc 
fmaller; iacobvs. d.g. mag. br i. fran. 
ET. HiB. rex. Reverfe as before, but 
a diiFcrent legend;* quje. devs. coni- 

VNXIT.NEMO. SEPARET. h ficur de Us OT 

thiftle the mint-mark. 

There is alfo an Englijh Crown, with 
the thiftle, crowned, upon the horfe's fur- 
niture. 

U The 
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The neceflity of coining copper Money 
at this time, appeared by the prodigious 
quantity of private tokens of lead and 
brafs, which every tradefman made and 
paid for Halfpence. Sir Robert Cotton * 
reckoned there were above three thoufand 
retailers of victuals and fmall wares, in and 
about London, that ufed their own tokens; 
that, one with another, coft yearly five 
Pounds a-piece, whereof the tenth re- 
mained not to them at the year's end ; and 
when they renewed their ftore, it amounted 
to fifteen, thoufand Pounds, befides what . 
was in other parts of the kingdom. He 
therefore propofed the coining of tokens 
by the King's authority, whereby the ad- 
vantage made by the retailers might accrue 
to the crown. Whereupon it pleafed the 
King *, to approve of the making of Far- 
thing Tokens, to abolifh the faid leaden 
Tokens, in derogation of the King's pre- 
rogative royal ; which Farthing Tokens, 
being made by Engines, of mere copper, 
in the year 1613, have on the one fide two 
fcepters crofling under the diadem, in 

• Cotton's Pieces, 8vo. Lond. 1672, p. 199, 200. 
^Gerard Malyne's Confuetudo, vel Lex Mercatoria> 
1656^ folio>p. 185. 

remem- 



remembrance of the union between England James t% 
and Scotland^ and on the other fide the harp 
for Ire/and, With this infcription, iacobvs, 

D* G* MAGN^* BRIT. FRAN* ET* ttlBER* 

REX. For thefe a method of rechange * was 
fettled, whereby the fubjeft had the ufe 
without lofs, and the fame were generally 
current throughout England, Ireland^ and 
Wales, to the benefit of all forts of people* 
So that thefe pieces were not Irijh Money 
(as they are generally eftecmed from the 
harp upon them) but defigned to be equally 
current in both kingdoms* 

In an old mint-book I find this account 
of the Money coined in the firft ten years 
oiY^xxi^yamei^^ reign. 

l. u d. 
In Angel Gold by tale - 13 177 i yf 
Crown Gold - - * 838428 10 10 
InJierlingEngliJh M.onty 1378902 i 9 

But the whole filver Money, as we have 
it in Mr. Z^w^/^j-'s^'Eflay, is thus calcu* 
lated, viz. 

In his firfl twelve. years . 1558014 9 9 

» Rymcr, torn. i8> p, io3. * Lownds, N® 103. 

U2 u 
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jr. s. d. 
James I. In the fevcn laft years >- 1 02981 9 8 
And adding, by eftimation, •% 

for two or threje inter- > 39004 o 7 
mediate years - - J 
Tlie whole will amount to 1700000 o o 



The Scotch Coins of King James^ after 
he was King of England^ are but few : by 
• Scotch Coins, meaning only pieces coined 
in Scotland, of a different fpecies from the 
Englijhy or bearing fome national diftinc-. 
tion : for, as for thofe pieces of gold and 
filver, made current in the united kingdom 
of Great Britain, by the King's proclama- 
tion in his fecond year, though Mr. Ander^ 
fon has infer ted them as Coins of Scotland 
in his Tables, they may much more 
properly be called Englijh, being of a fpecies 
never known in Scotland before, coined in 
England, and principally for the ufe of 
England, and no other than the Coins of 
England made current in Scotland by pro- 
claniation, becaufe it was found inconve- 
nient to have the Scotch fpecies current 
here. 

A Sovereign of his firft year, is like the 
Englijh, but his figure larger than ordinary, 
and the fcepter very broad, Reverfc, the 

ihield 
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fliield of arms, whtrtin Scotland is borne James i. 
quarterly, in the firft and fourth quarters ; 
which diftinguifhes the Scotch Coins from 
the Englijh of the fame fpecies. The legend, 
ExvRGAT. DEvs. &c. A thiftle the mint- 
mark. Coined, perhaps, before he left 
Scotland. 

Thefilver Crown, Half Crown, Shilling 
and Sixpence, is like the EngliJh^ but quar- 
tering the arms of Scotland in the firft and 
fourth qa^irttrSyFrance and England^ quar- 
terly in the fecond, and Ireland in the third. 

QVJE.DEVS.CONIVNXIT. NEMO. SEP ARET. 

A copper piece, iacobvs. d. g. mag. 
BRIT. The branched thiftle. Reverfe, 
FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. behind a lion, two 
points. The half of it has one point be- 
hind the lion. 

In Ireland, King James finding the re- 
bellion wholly fuppreffed by Queen Eliza-- 
bethy called in * her mixed Money ; and by 
indentures * the twentieth of Augujl, in 
his firft year, and the twelfth of January^ 
in his fecond year. Shillings and Sixpences 
were coined, and fent over thither, of the 
fame goodnefs as their old ones, being about 
three quarters the value of the Englijh. 

f Iiiih i£ft. lib. chap, of Money* ^ Mint Books. 

U3 Thoie 
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James I. ThoTe of his firft and fecond year, before 

is.p.vi. ^^ afliimcd the title of Greaf Britain y have 

J^^SJ- his head, or buft in armour, crowned 

looking to the left ; iacobus. d. g, ang. 

SCO. FRA. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfc, the 

harp crowned; exvrgat. devs. dissi- 

PEN T VR .iNiMici.A bell themint-mark. 

Theother, iacobvs.d, g.mag.brit. 

FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe, HENRI- 

cvs. ROSAS, regna. I acobvs. Amartlet 
or a rofe for the mint-mark. 
•The Sixpences are like the ShillingSj 
' but with this legend, tveatvr. vnita, 

DEVS. 

The copper Money (like his fon's) has 
two fcepters in faltier through the crown j 
lAco.D.G. mag. BRi .or BRIT. Revcrfc, 
the harp crowned, fra. et. hib* rex. it 
is extremely thin, and no bigger than a 
filver Twopence ; and it is probable was 
defigned for the ufe of England as well as 
Ireland. 

In the firft ten years * of this reign there 
was coined in Irijh Sterling .Money, one 
hundred and fixty-fix thoufand, two 
hundred and feventy-three Pounds, eleven 

Shillings. 

•■ 

* Mint.BookSi 

CHARLES 
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CHARLES I. A. D. 1625. 

Jl HE laft indenture, of the twenty- Charicsi. 
fiV^oiYimg James, with ?>\v Randill Cran^ 
jieldy mafter-worker of the mint, being 
determined by his Majefty's deceafc, a 
commiffion * was iflued five days after to 
Sir Edward Villiers, and Sir William Fark^ 
hurji^ knights, wardens of the mint, and 
others, impowering them to coin all bul- 
lion of gold and filver brought to the 
mint, and to continue the fame ftamp till 
others could be provided, in the fame 
manner as the faid Sir Randill Cranfield 
fhould have done by the faid indenture* 
But probably there was but little Money 
coined under this commifGon; for the 
fourth of September, a proclamation ^ was 
ifTued, for making the Silver Coin of 
France, called the Cardecue, current at 
nineteen Pence Halfpenny, which his 
Majefty received for the Queen's portion, 
and intended to have had new ftamped at 
the Tower ; but by reafon the plague had 
taken hold of many of the workmen of the 
mint, was prevented ; under colour of this 

•Rymcr, torn. 18, p,6, 1 April. ^'^Ib.p. 184. 

U 4 procla-i 
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Charles I. proclamation, other like Monies, which 
were light, having been imported, another 
proclamation ' was made the twenty-fixth 
oijuly following, to prohibit the currency 
of thefe Cardecues. The next year, by a 
commiffion Mated the fourteenth of ^^^^> 
the two wardens before- mentioned, i?/- 
chardRogers, Efq. comptroller, and Andrew 
Palmer^ Efq. aflay-mafter, or any three of 
them, were appointed commrffioners for 
coining Money of filver and gold, in fuch 
fpecies as were ufually coined in the mint, 
with the King's picture, titles, arms, and 
infcriptions, as formerly they did, till his 
Majefty jthould make a further fettling. 
The filver to make of current Money three 
Pounds ten Shillings and Sixpence, and the 
crown gold forty-four pounds by tale, to 
be delivered by weight, as was then done : 
and the warden was to tiike up for the 
King's ufe, of every pound weight of 
filver Money five Shillings and Sixpence 
by tale, out of which the moniers were to 
have a Penny for the better fizing the 
Money, and fourteen Pence for the work- 
ing, as then ufed j and of every pound of 

• Rymcr, toi^f^S, p. ^l6. * lb. 740, 2 Car, i pat. 2. 

crown 
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crown gold two Pounds twelve Shillings, Charles f. 
out of which to be allowed for workman- 
ihip five Shillings ; and the commiffioners 
were to be allowed after the rate of feven- 
teen Pence upon every pound weight of 
Angel and Crown Gold, out of the fix 
Shillings for coining Angel Gold, and fix 
Shillings and Fivepence for Crown Gold, 
formerly allowed; and for every pound 
weight of filver fourteen Pence. The fame 
powers were renewed by another commif- 
fion* to the famceflfedt, dated the fcventh 
of September following, to continue until 
the indenture intended to be made was 
'fully eflfefted. 

This indenture * is dated the eighth of 
November^ in his fecond year, with Sir 
Robert Hurley^ Knight of the Bathy mafter 
and worker of the Monies of gold and 
filver, within his Majefty's T'oweroi London^ 
and realm of England^ whereby a pound of 
gold of the right old fliandard of England^ 
viz. twenty-three carrats, three grains and 
a half fine, and half a grain allay, was 
to make forty-four Pounds ten Shillings 
Jlerling by tale; in Rofe Rials at thirty 

» Rymer, torn, i8, p. 752. A.D. x6o4, % Car. i p. 2^ 
^ lb. p. 67. Mint-Books. 

Shil- 
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Cliaricsi. Shillings a*-piece. Spur Rials at fifteen, 
and Angels at ten Shillings ; and of crowa 
gold (twenty-two carrats fine, and two 
carrats allay) forty-one pounds Jierling by 
tale; in Unites at twenty Shillings, Double 
Crowns at ten Shillings, znd Britain Crowns^ 
at five Shillings ; and the pound of filver, 
of the old right ftandard of the filver Mo- 
nies of England, namely, eleven ounces 
two pennyweights fine, and eighteen penny- 
weights allay, to be coined into pieces of 
five Shillings, the half five Shillings, Shil- 
lings, (fix ty- two to the pound Tr^^,) Half 
Shillings, Twopenny Pieces, Pennies, and 
Halfpennies ; and the mafter was to make 
of every hundred weight of filver four 
pounds weight of fmall Monies, viz. two 
pounds weight of Twopences, one pound 
and a half of Pence, and half a pound of 
Halfpence. The King was to have for. 
coinage out of every pound of gold fifteen 
Shillings ; of which the mafter was to 
have fix Shillings for fine gold> and fix 
Shillings and Fivepence for crown gold, 
for all expences about the fame, paying the, 
moniers two Shillings j fo there remained 
to the King upon every pound coined, 

nine 
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nine ShUlings Jlerling upon fin^ and eight Charles L 
Shillings Sevenpcncc upon crown gold, and 
to the merchants forty- three Pounds fifteen 
Shillings. And out of every pound of 
filver the King was to have two Shillings, 
out of which to the maftcr fourteen Pence, 
whereof the moniers were to have Eight-* 
pence ; fo remained to the King Tenpehce, 
and to the bringcrs three Pounds. And 
the matter was allowed for remedy of fine 
gold, the eighth part of a carrat; for 
crown gold one fixth part of a carrat ; and 
for filver, ^wo pennyweights of filver : and 
over and above the ordinary price, the 
moniers and workers were to be allowed 
one Penny of every pound of filver in tale, 
for the better fizing thereof, fo long as the 
Monies were well forged and coined j and 
out pf the King's profits were to be paid 
the falaries, diet, and fees to the refpedlive 
ofiicers, reparations of houfes, ^d other 
incidents. 

In the former reign we have obferved, 
the great quantity of filver brought into 
Europe upon the opening the mines of 
Peru and Mexico^ had raifed the price of 
gold, and caufed it to be exported ; fo that 
for two years, hardly any ufual payments 

were 
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Charles I. were made in gold: but the gold, by 
' reafon of this advanced price, being brought 
back, there followed as great a fcarcity of 
filver. For it had been the pradtice for 
fome years among the goldfmiths, to call 
out*the weightieft and befl: Money, (for 
which they gave two Shillings, and fome- 
times three Shillings, the hundred Pounds) 
to melt and tranfport the fame, whereby 
the price of filver was raifed above the 
value it was current for. The King there- 
fore *" appointed Henry Earl of HoIIandy 
exchanger, and by proclamation, the fifth 
of Afoy, 1627, enjoined all the laws and 
ftatutes againft tranfportation of Coin or 
Bullion to be ftridlly obferved, and that 
none fhould melt any of the current Coin. 
And to prevent the currency of light and 
clipped Money, that in every gold piece 
current for thirty Shillings, twenty Shil- ' 
lings, fifteen Shillings, ttn Shillings, five 
Shillings, or two Shillings apd Sixpence, 
the remedy and abatement fhould not ex- 
ceed four grains and a half, three grains, two 
grains and a half, two grains, one grain, 
and half a grain ; and wanting more fhould 

» RufhwortK's CoUeddons, part i, vol. 1, p. 149, 150^ 
* Rymer's Fcedwa, torn* 18, p, 896. 
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not be current, but any perfon to whom Charles l 
they were offered in payment, might law- 
fully brand the fame, by ftriking a hole 
through fuch pieces, returning them to the 
owners, and that the fame fhould be brought 
to the mint to be coined. 

And about the year 1630, the Lord 
Cottington^ by virtue of a commlflion* un- 
der the great feal, made a mofl advantageous 
contract with the King oi Spain, for bring- 
ing in filver from thence into England^ m 
Englijh bottoms ; which being landed at 
Dover, one third part was to be coined in 
the mint, and the other two thirds to be 
tranfported with licence ; and above ten 
millions of filver was coined upon that 
contract, from, the year 1630, to i643« 
Neverthelefs, in I632^ there was fuch 
plenty of gold, and fuch fcarcity of filver, 
that the drovers and farmers who brought 
cattle to Smitbfield, would commonly make 
tjieir bargain to be paid in filver, and it 
was ufual to give Twopence, and fome- 
times more, to change a twenty Shilling 
piece full weight, and moft people carried 
fcales in their pockets to weigh gold. And 

• Vidct*s Append, to Caefar, p. 24, 

> Rofliwoxth, part 2, vol, i, p. 149, 150^ 
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ChsLTlcsi. in Hilary term 1635, twelve perfbns were 
fined and imprifoned, fome of whom had 
tarried on this praftice from the year 1 62 1 , 
and for feveral years had culled fifty thou* 
fand Pounds yearly, which did produce 
feven or eight thoufand Pounds a year, 
heavy Money, part of which was melted 
down into ingots, and fold, the reft fold 
unmelted; feveral aldermen of London* 
w6re likewife accufed of this pradice, but 
procured the King's pardon. Thefe exam- 
ples, it is probable, piit a ftop to this per- 
nicious praiftice at that time. 

In 1637, a mint was ereded^in the 
caftle of Aberuf^vitby in the county of Car-- 
digan in JVaks, with proper officers to be 
regulated from time to time by the warden 
of his Majefty's mint in the To%ver. The 
thirtieth of Julyy the fame year, is an in- 
<lenture with Thomas Bujhelly Efq. warden,' 
•and mafter-r worker of his Majefty's Monies 
to be made within the faid caftle of Abe-- 
ruJwitS, during pleafure, for the coining of 
all fuch bullion only, as fliall be drawn 
out of the mines within the faid princi- 
pality, in manner following, viz. Five 

* Violet, 12®. 1650. 

* Rymer, torn. 20, p, 163. A.D. 1637, p. 13, Car. 1. 
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manner of Monies of filver, viz. Half CharksL 
Crowns, Shillings, Half Shillings, Two- 
pences, and Pennies j eleven ounces two 
pennyweights fine, and eighteen penny- 
weights allay, being the old right ftandard of 
the filver Monies of England; every pound 
weight Troy to make tliree pounds two 
Shillings Jierling. And the faid mafter- 
worker was bound to have a privy mark to 
all the Monies made by him ; and alfo to 
caufe the Monies made in the faid mint, 
to be ftamped with the feathers on both 
fides, for a clear difference from all other 
his Majefty's Coins, 

The Romans* 2Lre fuppofed to have begun 
lirft to mine here, (by thieir Coins difco- 
vered here) and found plenty of lead. The 
Danes and Saxons likewife found lead. 
Cuftomer Smyth, about the latter end of 
Queen Elizabeth, difcovered filver, and fent 
it up to the Tower of London, with great 
expence, to be coined. After his death, 
this defign was profecuted, and improved, 
by Sir Hugh Midd/eton, Knight, coining 
the filver at great charge (as hi* predeceflbr 
had done) at the Tower. After his death. 
Sir Francis Godolphin of Cornwall, Knight, 
and Thomas Bujhell, Efq. undertook the 

» Fuller's Worthies iir Wales, fd. J-bnd. 1^62, p. 3. 

work; 
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Charles I. work; and King Charles, for their greater 
encouragement, granted them power of 
coinage at Abei:nijky ; but Sir Francis dying 
foon after, Thomas Bujhell proceeded alone, 
and was conftituted warden and mafter of 
the mint ereAed there, as hath been men- 
tioned : and at laft thefe mines were fo far 
improved, as to yield a hundred Pounds a 
week,, beiides lead, amounting to half as 
much. And the mint afterwards proved of 
great fervice to the King during the re- 
bellion. 

In this reign likewife Gerard Malines, 
merchant *, caufed divers workmen to come 
out of Saxony, Brunfwick, and other places 
of Germany, and tried the ore of divers 
other mines, as Slaithborne mines in Lan^ 
cajhire, which yielded four ounces per 
hundred, Comb-Martin in Cornivall, and 
Barnjiable in Devonjhire, which yielded 
ten ounces per hundred ; and at Migglef- 
wide and JVardel, in the bifhoprick of 
Durham, which yielded fix or eight ounces 
per hundred, of which latter George Duke 
of Buckingham ^ had a grant for twenty- 
one years; from whence, no doubt, he 
thought to draw great advantage. But 

• Coofuetado^ et Lex Mercatoria> by Gerard Malines^ 
fol. Lond. 1656, p. iSj, ^ Rymer» torn. 18, p. 90. 

though 
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tliOugh they are faid * to b^ ridiier than the cSi^ar le^t* 
mines of PotoJ^ yet lying deep, jipd hard to. 
come at> and workmen dear^ (which is 
otherwife at Patofi) it has not'been found 
to anfwer the charge of working. ' 

Upon the King's fetting up his ftandard 
at Nottingham, the two Univerfities * fent 
tjo him all, or very near all, their plate^ 
and a confidcrable fum of Moneys tl\Q 
plate was delivered out, by weight, as 
Money, and fecrct orders were given to the 
officers of the mint, to be ready tci come to 
his Majefty, as £opn as he fhall iind him-^ 
felf in a place convenient. After this^ 
marching from Nottingham, he came to 
Shrewjbury, where he eredted a mint ; but 
Clarendon fays^ that, for want of workmen 
and inftruments, they could not coin ^ 
thoufand Pounds a week; for after the 
parliament* had feized the Tower, moft of 
the officers of the mint were employed by 
them : but afterwards, his Majefty wa^ 
attended by the officers of the. mint at 
Aberifivith, for which reafon the Mohey 
coined by theni has the feathers, or Prince . 
. Qi Wales % device for the mint-^mark. When 

« Chamb. State Eng. Aiiii. 1700, p. 43; ^ Clarendon* 
« Th^ Monicrs' Anfwer to Blondeau, p. 27, 

X - the 
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qharlcsi. the city of Oxford was rtiadc agarrlfbn for 
the King,. Ne^v Inn was made a mint-houfe* 
And thefe two and York were the princi- 
pal mirfts, though there was Money coined 
at feveral other jilaces. 

Upon the firft Money of this King, both 
gold andt-filver, his Majeftyis reprefented- 
with :a large rough about his necfc, arid 
upon ^11 he appears with a pcstkcd beard, 
which iis peculiar to this reign. 

The Rofe Rial of thirty ShHlings of line 
gold, has the King's figure fitting in ftate, 
with the portcullis at his ' feet, and the 
fame reverfe and legend as his iather*s ; 

CAROL vs. li. G. MA. BRI. FR. ET. HIB. 

REX.' A mullet of fix points the mint- 
ihark. 

The Spur Rial like his father's, and the 
fame mint-mark. 

The Angel has St. Michael and the dra-^ 
gon, as ufual, with the figure X. denoting 
the value. Reveffe, the fhip, like his fa- 
thers; AMOil. POPVLI. PRiESIDIVM. RE- 
GIS. A mullet of fix points, a caftle, or a 
heart, the mint-marks. Thefe are fup- 
pofed to be the laft Money coined of the 
old ilandard. 

The 
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The firft Uniteg are like thfe firA Shil'- CWksI. 
lings> having the ICing'i buft croWried, the g^^ 
face turned to th6 right, the collar of thie iS.P.vi. 
garter about his neck, and a larger f lifF than 
what we fee afterwards upon the Money, 
and XX. behind the head for the value ; 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET, HI. 

REX, Reverfe, the arms as his father's, in 
a fhield, crowned, cvltores. svi. devs* 
PROTEGIT. KJleur de lisy or a crofs upon 
amount, the mint-mark. 

Another with a fmaller ruff, neatly ftruck, aS.PLV; 
has a heart the mint-mark, an anchor, or a ^^' 
caftle. 

Another fort, much neater than the 
former, has the head fmaller, the bottom 
of the buft breaking into the infcription, 
the fcarf being gathered in a knot upon 
the Ihoulder, the ruff and george in a ribbon 
about the King's neck, and this legend, 

FLORENT. CONCORDIA, REGNA. Thc 

Prince's device the mint-mark. In others 
the buft does not break into the legend, 
and the arms are in an oval fhield between 
c. R. Mint-marks, a large double rofe, a 
blackmoor's head, a caftle, or. a crofs upon 
a mount. 

To the ruff fucceeded the band, XX. 

behind thc King's head as before 5 e aro- 

X 2 xy%. 
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Charlcsl. LVS. D. G. MA. BR. FR. ET, HIB. REX!* 

Reverfe, the arms in an oval fhield> 
crowned, between c. r. crowned; Fto- 

RENT, CONCORDIA. REON A- ApOrtCuUis, 

a triangle within a circle, an arched crown, 
or a fun, the mint-marks. 

One with the band has the arms in an 
oval ihield, between c. r. crowned, and 
the legend, cvLTORES, &c. having the 
letter (P.) within aparentheiis for the mint- 
mark, being coined by the parliament in 
1644. 

The Half Unites, or Double Crowns, 
are like the Unites of* the fame mintage, 
with X. behind the head for the value. 

The Britain Crown, in like manner, 
have V. behind the head. 

The Unite of the milled fort, with 
graining upon the flat edge, carol vs. 

D.G. MAG. BRITAN. FRAN. ET. HIB. 

kEx. XX. behind the King's head, crowned. 
Reverfe, the arms in a fquare fhield, 
crowned, between C. R. crowned, cvl- 
TORES, svi. DEvs. PROTEGiT. Mint- 
mark, a flower like a marygold, and a little 
B. for BRioT. who both engraved the 
fbamps, and made this milled Money, as 
will be more particularly noted under the 

Silver Money. 

Another^ 
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Another, exaiftly like the former, but Chariest 
with the legend, florent, &c. 2S.P.VI. 

The Half Unites are like the Unites, N^ 40- 
but X. behind the head for the value. 

There are, befides thefe, feveral milled 
pieces, which feem to have been only de- 
figns for gold Coins, 

One of this fort is a little broader than 
a Guinea, and weighs two pennyweights, 
five grains an4 a half, having the King's 
buft bare-headed, without the figures be- 
hind the head, carolvs. d. g, mag, 
BRIT. FR.ET.Hi.REx. Rcverfc, the arms 
in an oval fhield, crowned, between c.rI 
crowned; and the motto florent, &c« 
and zjleur de lis the mint-mark. 

Another of the fame kind has hib. for 
HI. and wants the crowns above the initial 
letters, in all other refpecfts, exadly like 
the foregoing. 

There is likewife a curious piece weigh- 
ing eight pennyweights, eighteen grains, 
and a half, with the King's head admirably 
well done, bare-headed, and the love-lock 
(as it was called) hanging before, which, 
it feems, was fo difagrecable to the Round- 
Heads (fo called from the contrary extreme) 
that Prynn wrote a book againft it, called 
X3 T:be 
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Charles I. ^be Unlovelinefs ofLove-Locks ; carolvs. 

D.G.MAGN.BRITANN. FRANC* ET. HIB. 

BEX. Revcrfe, the arms in a fhield, gar- 
niflied and crowned, between c . r .crowned 5 
Avspiciis. REX. MAGNE. Tvis. and over 
the crown the date, 1630. The figure of 
St. George for the mint-mark, and a fmall 
3. iov Briot I and this, by the date, was 
probably one of the firft proofs or fpeci- 
mens of his art. 

This Nicholas Briot * was a native of 
Lorrain^ and fbmetime graver-general of 
the Monies in France^ being the moft able 
man of bis profefGon then in Europe-, and 
thp' he was not the firft inventor of the fly 
or mill for coining Money (as he pretended) 
he certainly much improved it, and pro- 
pofed ^ the ufe of it in France, giving con- 
vincing proofs of the perfedtion of his 
machine. But not only the hammer-men, 
but the court of Moniers, united againft 
him : they omitted nothing that art or 
malice could invent to oppole him. And 
this combination prevailing, his propofal 
was rejecfted. Upon this difappointment, 
he came over into England, where he met 

• Rymcr, torn, ig, p. 387. ^ Le Blanc, 296. 

with 
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with encovurageqwnt. Hp was fitft * made CbarlwJ, 
a free Denizen, and by thp King's lettcjrs 
patent, dated the fixtcenth of Defem&iir 
1628, was autbocifed to franic^nd en- 
^raVe the firft defigns and effigies of the 
King's image, in fuch fizes and forms, as 
were to ferve in all forts of Coins of gold 
and filvcr ; and there is gold Money qf 
1630 with his mark thereon. Helikewife 
prppqfed ^ to work the Monies of gold ancJ 
filver, with inftruments ;and preifes re- 
maining in his hands, whereby he could 
make and prefs the Money in a ^nore per- 
fed: roundnefs, weight, figure, and imprcf- 
fion, and with lefs charge, than the ordi- 
nary way of hammering then ufed ; where- 
upon his Majefty was pleafed, by warrant, 
dated the eleventh of Febrtm^y 1629, to 
refbr the fame for trial, at his own charges, 
the officers of the mint furniftiing him with 
convenient Ipdging in the mint, and deli- 
vering him gold and filver, to be converted 
intp feveral forts of gold and filver Money, 
as appointed by the indenture of the mint 
thjBp fubfifting. The thi^tepnth of 'June * 
163.1, his Majefty appointed commiflioners 
to examine and view his trial and proofs, 
intending the Monies fo made by him, 

» Rywr, tpm, 19, p. 40. »» lb. p. 2S7. « lb. 

X4 £hould 
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Charicsi.fliould have current courfe, as the other 
Money made by the ordinary way of the 
hammer. And whereas at firft he was to 
have only a month's time to teach and 
cxercife his men in the working of Mo- 
nies, the time was now prolonged, to make 
trial of his experience, till the King fliould 
iignify his pleafure to the contrary. After- 
ward he had a grant * Officium unius CapitaKs 
Sculptoris Ferrorum monete infra Turrim 
JLondon, dated the 27th oi January 16^2* 
And by his means {Le Blane ^ fays) the 
Bnglijh made the fineft Money in the world. 
He likewife graved the ftamps for the Scotch 
Money, but does not feem to have been 
fully employed in the Englijh mint till his 
return from Scotland^ the firft ftamp for 
filver Mopey bearing date in 1635, And 
France might ftill have been deprived of 
this admirable invention, if the Chancellor 
Seguier'h^A not difcovered the tricks of the 
moniers againft Briot^ and caufcd him to 
be recalled about the year 1 640, when the 
mill was firft ufed for the coining of 
Louis J' Or s, and in 164^5 it was efta-^ 
Hiftied in France^ an4 th? ufe of the hgm^ 
pier forbid, 

.» J^yrocr, torn, 19, p. j^$, ^ p, 303. 

J>uring 
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During the civil war. King CJbar/es Cha^sh 
coined Ten-Shilling Pieces, Twenty-Shil- ^"^ ^ 
ling Pieces, and Three-Pound Pieces of 
gold. The two former have X. and XX. 
behind the King's buft in armour, crowned, 
and the lefTer george in a chain about his 
neck, holding in his right hand a naked 
fword eredt, and in his left an olive branch : 

CAROLVS,D-G. MAG.BR.fr. ET. HIBER. 

REX. Reverfe, a triple efcrole, infcribed, 

RELIG. PROT. LEG. ANG. LIBER. PAR. 

The Prince's devife above in three places, 
and at bottom the date, 1643. Circum- 
fcribed with this legend, exvrgat.devs. 
DissiPENTVR. iNiMici. And the Welch 
feathers, or Prince's device, for the mint- 
mark, which was the mark of the mint of 
Aberijwitby whofe officers attended the 
King, after the Parliament had feized the 
^ower, in the beginning of the year 1643. 

Others coined at Oxford, have the date 
J642, 1643, 1644, and underneath ox. 

The Three-Pound Piece, of the va,lue of 2S. P1.V. 
three Broad Pieces, is like the Twenty- ^*^* 
Shilling Piece, having III. above the in- 
fcription, amongft the feathers, and the 
feathers behind the King's head, of dif- 
ferent dates> as J642, 1643, 1644, 

The 
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Charies L T^e Shillings and Sixpences have aH the 
^ '^^"'^ King's head crowned, and the value XII. 
or VI. behind the head, of various ftaoaps, 
like the gold Money. 

Thofe of the iirft coinage have the ruff 
and collar of the, garter, like the gold 
I s. P.VI. Money of the fame mintage ; c a r o l v s . 

^*^^' P.G.MAG. BR, FR.ET. HI, REX. Reverfc, 

the arms divided by the old crofs ; chris- 
TO. AvspiclE. REGNO. The mint-mark, 
a crofs upon a mount. 

Another with the ruff, has the King's 
buft in armour, crowned, and a fcarf tied 
in a knot upon his fhoulder. Rcvcrfe, the 
arms in an oval fhield, and c. r. above it. 
A rofe the mint-mark. 

A milled fort, with graining upon the 
Hat edge, is otherwife like the former, but 
a much better ftamp ; it has the ff^e/cJ^ 
feathers above the arms, between c. r. and 
feathers for the mint-mark, and feems to 
be the gold ftanjp. 

Shillings and Sixpences with the Jaced 
band, which fucceeded the ruff, without 
dates. cARoLvs. d. p. mag. bri. fra. 
ET. HiB. REX. Rev.erfe, an efcochcon of 
the arms, divided by the old crofs, cj^Rir 
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STO. AVSPICE. REGNO, A fccptCT the Charles];. 

mint-mark. It is a very bad ftamp. 

Another of a better dye has the arms in 
a round (hield^ and wants the circle oa 
both fides, A bell the mint-mark. 

One with a harp for the mint-mark^ has 
the King's head much larger than ufual, 
the crown interfering the legend^ and ex- 
tending to the rim of the coin. Reverfe, the 
arms in a kind of oval fhield^ between c. r» 

One of the milled fort, carol vs. d. g. 
MA. BR. FR. ET. HI. REX. Rcvcrfe, aa 
efcocheon of the arms divided by the crofs, 
CHRisTo, &c. A tun the mint-mark. 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAG, BRIT. FR. ET. 

HiB. REX. An anchor the mint-mark. 

Another the like, but has a fmall rofe 
or cinqfoil at the point of one of the flukes 
of the anchor. 

A neater fort has a rofe for the mint^ 
mark, and the arms in a round (hield. 

Another with the feathers before, and 
the figures behind the head ; the mint* 
mark an expanded book. 

Shillings and Sixpences with dates. 

One of the milled fort with the King's 
bufl in armour, and laced band, crowned^ 

CAROLVS.p.G.MAGN.BRITANN.FRANCj, 

ET. 
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Charles I. ET.HiBER. REX, Rcvcrfe, the arms in a 
^''^^~^ ihield crowned, between c, r. crowned, 
and the date above the fhield, 1635, ar- 

CHETYPVS. MONET-ffi. ARGENT-ffi. AN- 
GLIC. A fmall B. for Briot. 
' The Shillings and Sixpences that follow, 

are all of the hammered fort, the ufe of 
the mill being laid afide, in all probability, 
upon BriQt'% return to France^ and the 
troubles increafing in England. 

One with the feathers before, and figures 
behind the King's head. Reverfe, the in- 

^^„ fcription in three lines, relig. prot, 
iS.P.VI. ^ ■ 

N^57. leg. ang. liber. PAR. the three Welch 

devices above, and the date below, 1643^ 
1644,'^or 1645 ; circumfcribed with the 
legend ExvRGAT.&c. An expanded book 
the mint-mark. 

The unhappy fituation of the King's 
affairs may be traced by his Money, which 
grew worfe and worfe in the ftamp, till at 
laft they hardly deferve the name of a 
Coin, feeming rather the work of a fmitb, 
(as perhaps they were) than a graver, and 
manifeft they were coined in the greateft 
hurry and confufion. But notwithftanding 
ithe King's drftrefs for Money, it is re- 
markable, he never dobafcd the Coin, or 

raifed 
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tflifed the value of it, a^had frequently Charles L 
beeti done in France upon much lefs emer- 
gencies. ^ 

One of 1644, miferably performed, has 
the date under the infcription like the 
ibrmer. Mint-mark, the feathers. 

Another, of the fame year, has the arms 
in a round fhield, and the legend, chr i s to, 
&c. with the date, 1644, in the circum- 
fcription. 

The Sixpence has the titles abbreviated 

to M. B. F. ET. H. 

Others of 1645, and 1646, with the in- 
fcription, feathers, and legend Exurgaf, 
&c. as before j^ the latter has a little fcroU 
between the feathers and infcription. 

Thofe of Oxford mint have the infcrip- 
tion, feathers, and legend as the former, 
with ox. under the date. 

Thofe of Tork mint have the King's 
head and ftile as ufual, with a lion pafTant 
guardant for (he mint-mark. Reverfe, the 
fliield of arms divided by the old crpfs, and 
above the ihield ebor. and the legend, 

CHRISTO, &c. 

Another fort has the arms in an oval 
fhield crowned, and ebor. under the fhield. 
A third like the former, but on each fide 

appears 
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Charles I. appcars a lion's paw, grafplng the {hitld, 
^"^"""^ and EBDR. at the bottom in a fcroll. 

There were likewife Shillings and Six- 
jjcnces coined by the Parliament, With the 
King's ftamp, and known from his only^ 
by the letter (P.) infcrted as aminf-mark. 
The Groats are like the Shillings of the 
iame mintage, having IIII. behind the 
King's head, and the titles abbreviated to 
M. B. F. ET. H. And reverfe, the arms in 
a round or oval fhield, and, the legend, 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. 

Others have the feathers before, and IIII. 
behind the King's head. 

One with the titles, mag.bri. fra. 
ET. HiB. Reverfe, the arms in a very fmall 
6val fhield, under the feathers. A crown 
the mint- mark. 

Others of the milled fort like the larger 
pieces ; and fome very barbaroufly per- 
formed, with a rofe or ^eur de lis for the 
mint-marks. 
iS.F.vi. The Groats, with the dates, have the 
^'* feathers and figures on the head fide, and 
upon the reverfe the infcription, Religio^ 
&c. with the feathers above, the date 
underneath, and the legend Exurgaf^ &c. 

Thofe 
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'f'hofe of Oxford mint have ox. added un- eharfot 
der the date. 

One of Oxford mint, 1644, has the titles 
abbreviated to letters, and above the in* 
fcription has the feathers between two 
jletnrs de Usy the mint-mark a quatrefoiL 

Another of the fame year and mint, has 
the figures behlrid; btit not the' feather* 
before the head, which is much larger 
than ufiral, and extends to the edge of the 
Coin ; a fmall r, under the head, and the 
legend beginning at bottom, different 
from alj the foriiiet. 

One of 1645, like the former, has the 
feathers feparated from the infcription by 
^fcroll, with a circle in the middle, di- 
vided per faltier, perhaps, defigned for a 
mint-mark, there being no other. 

The Threepences have III. behind the 
liead, otherwife like the Groats. Some 
have likewife the feathers, or Prince of 
Walesa device before the head, and the 
arms are in fome divided by the old crofs, 
in others in a round or oval fliield, with 
the feathers over it, and the legend, 

CHRISTO, &c. 

One 
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Charietl. * One With IIL behind the head,* and 
without the feathers, has the arms: divided 
by the crofs, and above the fliield the 
date 1644; CHRisTo, &c. .A rof? the 
mint-mark. 

Others have the inCcri^tXQn- Re/tgio, &c> 
the feathers. above, and. date underneath, 
with the legend, e xy r ga t, &c. 

A neat oneof jTt^ryfc mint, h^is the, arms 
with the crofs, and ebor. above the flxield^ 
the legend CHRIS TO, &c. and the mint- 
mark like the Shilling of the fame mint^ 

The Twopences have the head like the 
larger pieces. Thofe of his firft coinage 
with a ruff, and II. .behind . it ; c: aro. d* 

G. MA. BR. FR. ET. HI. REK. Revcrfe, 

the arms in an oval fhield, ivstitia. 
THRONVM. FiRMAT. A rofc the mint- 
mark. 

The King's head with the band, ca- 

ROLVS. D. G. M. B. F. ET. Hi REX. 

Reverfe, the arms in a round fhield, and 
the legend, ivstitia, &c. beginning at 
the bottom. This has a fmall fun for 
the mint-mark. Another has a very large 
fun. 

Others 



OF English Mon£Y. 321 

Others have the arms in an oval fhield Charles !• 
between C. R. the mint-marks aportcullis^ 
a crown, a harp, a triangle. 

Thofe with the infcription and dates, 
have a reverfc like the larger pieces. 

One of Oxford mint> 1 644, has a large 

Jleur de lis, between two lefler above the 

the infcription^ and the motto exvrgat* 

&c. beginning on the right fide. A jieur 

de lis the mint-mark. 

Another Twopence has the King's head, 
as ufual ; but the Prince's device fills the 
area on thereverfe, circumfcribed with the 
motto, I V s T I T I A, &c. An expanded book 
the mint-mark. 

A very neat milled Twopence has the iS.P.VL 
King's head looking the contrary way frorii ^^' 
the others, viz. to the left, bare-headed, 
and a large ruff about his neck; car. 

D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. EX. HI. R^ 

Revcrfe, two C's interlinked under a crown, 
riDEi. DEFENSOR. The mint-mark a 
fmall B. 

The Rofe Twopence has the rofe crowned 
on both fides, c.d.g.rosa. sine, spina. 
Revcrfe, I vs. THRONVM. FiRMAT. Mint- 
mark, z jleur delis^ a caftle, &c* 

Y One 
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One with a thiftle crowned upon the 
reverfe, aqd the legend tveatyr. vnit a. 

DEVS. 

The Pennies are like the Twopences, 
but having I. behind the head. Reverfe, 
the arms, and ivstitia, &c. 

The Rofe Penny is like the Twopence, 
but without the crown on cither fide. 

A Penny with the Prince's device. 

The Crown and Half Crown has the 
King's figure on horfeback in armour, with 
a fcarf, and crowned, holding a drawn 
fword upright in his right hand, caro- 

LVS. D.G.MAG. BRI.FHA. ET. HIB. REX. 

But in fome the titles are more or lefs 
abbreviated, and the horfe in different pof- 
tures, but ufually paifant. Reverfe, the 
arms in a fhield of difi^erent forms, fome- 
times divided by the old crofs, and in 
others of a circular or oval form, crowned. 
His firft Crowns, like the other fpecies of 
the fame coinage, are diftinguiflied by the 
ruff about the King's neck. 

One has the horfe paflant in a very lame 
pofture, CAROLvs. d. g. mag. brit^ 
FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Revcrfc, the arms 
in an oval fliield, ch^isto. AyspicE* 

REGNO. 
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KEGNfo. A imilkt of fix points the miftt- Charles r. 
mark. 

Another with the titles more abbrevi-^ 
ated, an anchor and a foiall b. the mint- 
mark. 

A third whereon* the hotfe k fomething 
fmaller, and foreihortened. An eye the 
mint-mark. 

A fourth, whereon both horfe and man 
are in armour, and the horfe is reprefented 
upon a full trot, having trappings with a 
crofs thereon, feathers upon the horfe's 
head, and the King holding the fword upon 
his fhoulder. Reverfe, the arms in a long 
oVal fhield, divided by the crofs, and C. R« 
above the fhield. A harp the mint-mark. 

Another, whereon the King holds h& 
fword in a ftriking pofture, having feathers 
upon the horfe's head and crupper, and a 
rofe crowned upon the trappings. Reverfe, 
the arms divided by the crofs. The mint- 
mark 2ijieur de lis. 

The milled' Crown has the King upon 
his horfe, paflant, without trappings, and 
holding his fword ercdt; carolvs. d. g. 

MAGN.BRITAN.FRAN.ET.HIBER.REX. 

Reverfe, the arms in an oval fhield crowned, 

y z between 
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Charles I. between C. R. crowned. Legend, chr i sto/ 
&c. A flower for the mint-mark, refem- 
bling a marygold, with a very fmall b* 
I fuppofe, for Briot. The Half Crown is 
the fame; and there is another like it, 
but having an anchor, and a fmall b. for 
the mint*mark. 

A Half Crown with the King on horfe* 
back, without trappings, holding his fword 
ere6t. Reverfe, the arms in a plain jQiield, 
between C.R. The mint-mark a lioh 
guardant, perhaps of Tori mint. 

Another with the fame forefhortcned, 
and EBOR. under the horfe. Reverfe, the 
arms in an oval ihield crowned ; a lion 
paflant guardant the mint-mark. 

The Exeter Crown has the horfe large, 
and ill done ; reverfe, the arms in a round 
ihield, with the date in the circumfcrip- 
tion, after the legend, 1645, and ex. for 
Exeter. A rofe the niint-mark. 

The CAeJier Half-Crown, with CHST* 
under the arms. 

The Crowns and Half-Crowns coined 
by the Parliament, have the letter (P.) as 
a mint-mark in the legend. 

The Crowns and Half-Crowns coined 
by the officers of the mint oi Aberifwitb^ 

have 
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have the feathers behind the King's head. Charles!.. 
Reverie the infcription, relig.prot. 
LEG. ANG. LIBER. PAR. in two lines» 
above it the three devices, and below, the 
infcription the date 1642, and the legend 
ExvRGAT, &c. beginning at the right 
fide. Mint-marfc the feathers. ' Thofe of 
1644, and 1645, have the titles abbre-« 
viatedto rel. prot. le- an. li. pa. and 
the monogram B^. under the horfe. 

A Crown Piece coined at Oxford, has the 
date 1644 under the infcription, and the 
reprefentation of the city under the horfe^ 

The Half-crown ftampcd in the Weft of 
England^ has the King's figure on horfe- 
back, as before, with a large fcarf flying 
behind him. Reverfe, the arms within 
the garter, crowned with the royal crown^ 
between C. R. crowned, and fupported as 2S.PI.V, 
his father's, on thedexter-fideby the£»^/^ ^"^ ^^^ 
lion, and on the finifter by the Scotch 
unicorn; under the arms the date, 1645, 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. This WaS 

probably of the filver from the mines of 
Comb-'Martin in Cornwall, where, as well 
as at Barnftable in Devonjhire, the hundred 
of ore yielded ten ounces of filver, a trial 
being made of the refpeftive ores in divers 
y 3 parts 
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Charicsi. parts of EngJandy hy Gerard MaJines^ mer- 
chant, who brought workmen from Saxony, 
Brunfwick, and other parts, for that pur- 
pofe. 

The Ten-Shilling, and Twenty-Shilling 
Pieces of fiiver, which were only coined 
by this Prince, are both alike/ having on 
one fJde the King on horfeback, trampling 
on a heap of arms, holding his fword up- 
right in his hand, the feathers behind him, 

CAROLVS. p. G. MAGN. BRIT. FRAN. 

ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, the infcription, 
RELiGio, &c. in two lines; over it the 
three devices, and figures X, or XX, for 
the value ; aiid below the infcription the 
date 1642, or 1643; thelegend, exvrqat, 
&c. Some of thefe are much broader than 
others. 

Befidcs the common fpecies of Money 
before-mentioned, coined by authority, 
neceffity gave birth to many obfidionsil or 
fiege pieces, where neither mint nor mint- 
crs were to be had. 

Of this kind is a Three-Shilling Piece^ 
ftamped at the fiege of Carlijle, having the 
initial letters CR, the crown above, and 
underneath, the figures III. for the vahic. 
Reverfe, oBs. CARL. 1645. 

The 
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The Shilling, Sixpence, 4hd Groat of charicsl. 

the fame ftamp, is oftangular, and has the , s. pi. 

value in figures, XII. VL and IV. jj^^^^^ 

The Ne<wnrk Hdf- Crown, in form of 

a lozenge, has the crown between CR, and 

tinder it XXX; Reverfe, oBs^. Newark. 

1643, or 1646. 
The Newark Shilling has Xll. under th6 i s. PL 

? VII. 

crown, the Ninepence IX. the Sixpence VI. n° 6u 

The PontefraSi Money has on one fide 
the letters C R under the crown, Dvm. 
SPIRO. SPERO. for it had been held out 
48 long as there was any hope of relief. 
Reverfe, the famous caftle : on one fide of i S. pi. 
it oBs. on the other appears out of the fide jqo ^^^ 
of the caftle, a hand holding a naked fword, 
iand above the caftle PC; underneath the 
date, 1648. This is oftangular, very broad, 
and thin, and weighs three j^e'nny weights 
One grain. 

Another, in the form of a lozenge, has 
the hand ifiTuing out of one of the towers, 
1648. 

A third fort is round, of the fame date, 

but without tbe hand and f^^-ord, and, in- 

itead thereof, on thatfide,has the value XII. 

Y 4 between 
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Charles I. between PC, and weighs two penny- 
weights, fifteen grains. 

There is alfo Plate Money, being part of 
a Silver Plate, an inch and a half long, 
with the figure of a caftle on it, fuppofed 
to be Scarborough^ marked IP- IIP- being 
its weight. Another of an irregular 
form, with the figure of a different caftle, 
and under it, P- IIP- Another P- HIP- 

There are likewife pieces of filver, hav- 
ing on one fide, near the edge, XII, and 
NE. at the contrary edge of the other ; and 
a Sixpence with ne. and VL which fomc 
think to be oi Newark^ before the Lozenge 
Money. But Mr. Thorejby * tells us, that 
it is New England Money, where they are 
called North Eajlers \ and obferves, that 
the late Earl of Pembroke had placed them 
as fuch in his colledion. 

The fum of the filver Money ^ coined by 
this King, we are told, amounted to eight 
million, fcven hundred and feyenty-fix 
thoufand, five, hundred and forty-four 
Pounds, ten Shillings, and Threepence ; 
and of gold, he is faid to have coined one 
million, five hundred thoufand pounds: 
but, perhaps, this is pieant only what was 
coined in the Tower. Another writer ac- 

• Appendix, p. 592. ^ Lownds, p. 104. 

quaints 
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quaintsus% that above ten millions was Charter, 
coined from the year 1630 to 1643 : but 
by the account of the officers of the mint \ 
there was coined about a million a year, and 
from 1640 to 1641, fix millions of filven 

The copper Farthings * of King James 
having been generally current in England, 
Irelandj and Wales^ to thfi benefit of all 
forts of people, a proclamation was made 
in Mayy after King Charles's accefiion, for 
the continuance of Farthing Tokens of 
copper, and to prevent the counterfeiting 
of them, and the ufe of others : and the 
fourth of June following, another procla*- 
mation, forbidding the ufe of all others 
than fuch as had been coined by authority, 
or that fliould be coined by letters patent* 
grahted to Frances Dutchefs Dowager of 
Richmond zxiA LenoXj and Sir Francis Crane^ 
Knight ; which grant was from the ele- 
venth of July, for the term of feventeen 
years. Thefe Farthing Tokens w?re to be 
made of copper, having on the one fide two 
fcepters croffing under one diadem, and 
on the other fide a harp crowned, with the 

* Violet's Appeal to Caefar* 410. Lond. 16609 p. 24. 
> Tbc Monicrs* Anfwer to Blondeau, p. 27. « Rulhworth, 
f.z, V* I, p. 38. Rymeo torn. 18, p. 108. ' lb. p. 143. 

me 
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C3mb1c«L title CAROLVS. I>EI. GRATIA, MAGNE: 
BRITANNIE. FRANCIE. ET. HIBERNIB. 

REX. weighing fix grains a-piece, or more. 
And for the better diftributing the fame, 
they were to deliver at the rate of twenty- 
one Shillings in Farthing Tokens for every 
twenty Shillings ^^r//V/^ Money, and to 
i'epay twenty Shillings y?^r//>?§- for twenty- 
olic Shillings in tokens, as well thofe that 
were made^ as thofe that ihould be made. 
But the fmallnefs of thefe pieces gave fuch 
encouragement to counterfeiting, that great 
quantities * of counterfeit Farthing Tokens 
were made, and vended in England and Ire^ 
land, and particular perfons, for |)rivate 
gain, compelled many of the poorer fort,? 
by neceffity, to take all or moft of fhfeir 
wages in Farthings, from fuch as botfghc 
great quantities at low rates, and made a 
commodity thereof; which had been ai 
great grievance to people in many parts^ 
as well as prejudicial to the patentees : 
for thefe reafons the court of Star^Cbam-'' 
her ^ took it under confiderationy the twen- 
tieth of ^une 1634, and ordered, that no 
perfon fliould pay above Twopence in Far- 

• Rymer, torn. 19, p. 760. ^ Ruftiworth, pt. 2, vol. i, 

things 
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things to any other, at one time, and de-ChtrteiL 
clared it unlawful to barter for any Far- 
things, at a leffer value than they were 
vended by his Majefty's patentees. This 
being ftill inefFeftual, the fame was farther 
enforced by a proclamation * the firft of, 
March 1635, prohibiting the ufe of any 
other than thofe coined by lawful autho-« 
rity. And to the end fuch Farthing Token* 
might be the better known from couiiW- 
feits, they were directed to be made with 
a diftindlion of brafs ; which Farthing 
Tokens, fo made, were to be current in 
Bnglandy Ireland^ and Wales, for the value 
of Farthings to be ufed only in exchange 
for fmall fams : and the faid Farthing 
Tokens, and all others formerly made of 
copper only, were to be re- changed into 
the current Monies and Coins of the 
kingdom, for the eaie of tbofe that QxpvUA 
require fuch rechange. 

The firft copper Farthings before men* 1 S.P.VI. 
tibned anfwer the defcription^ having the ^ * 
crown with two fcepters pafCng through 
it, in ialtier, caholvs. [or caro.] d. «• 
MAG. BRIT. Rcverfe, the harp crowned,- 
FRAN. ET. HiB. REX. A woolpacky or a 

» Rymer, torn, 19, p. 760. 

bell 
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Charletl. bcU thc miiiNmark. ^Thcy arc about the 
fizc of a Threepence. 

The latter Farthings are likewife of 
copper, but with a piece of brals in thc 
middle, having thc crown and fceptcrs as 
before, carolv. d. g. ma. bri. Reverfe^ 
FRA.ET.Hi.REX. inftcadof thcharpa rofa 
crowned « Thefe have a crown, a crofs, or 
a mullet for the mint-marks, and are hea-- 
vier than the former, weighing eighteen 
grains, though not fo broad. 
I s. ?1. The Scotch Coins' of King Cbarksy are 
K* 6a. firft> his Sovereign or Unite, of the fame 
value as his father's. It is a curious Coin, 
exhibiting his Majefty's figure in wrought 
armour, crowned ; thc fccptre in his right 
hand, refting upon his fhoulder, the orb in 

his left; CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BRITAN. 

FRAN^ET. HiB. REX. Revcrfc, in a fhicld 
crowned, between C R. crowned, the arms 
ci Scotland in the firft and fourth quarters, 
France and England quarterly in the fecond, 
and Ireland in the third; his. pr-^svm. 
ET. PRosiM. A thiftle-head and a fmall b. 
the mint-mark ; being graved by Nicholas 
Briott before mentioned ; who, it is pro- 
bable, foon after his grant for graving thc 
ftamps of thc Money, v^as firft employed 

in 
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in the Scotch mint, becaufc the firft JE/ir^/|^ Charlesl. 
gold Money of his graving^ is of the year 
1630, and thefirft filver in 1635. 

The Dauble Crown has the King's head 
crowned, extending to the edge of the 
Coin, and looking the contrary wayi 

CARO. D.G. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET.HIB. 

REX. Rcverfe, the arms as before, vnita- 

TVEMVR. 

The Britijh Crown and Half-Crown the 
like. 

Mr. Anderfon * gives us a Double Crown, 
having the King's buft crown'd : reverfc 
like the Unit, but the C. R« not crowned. 

HENRICVS. ROSAS. REGNA. lACOBVS. 

The filver Half-Crown, or Thirty Shil- 
ling Piece Scotch^ has a flower like a nury* 
gold, and a fmall b. the mint-mark, like 
the £«^/^ Money of the fame mintage. 

CAROLVS. D. G. MAGN. BRITAN. FRAN. 

ET..HIB. REX. Reverfe, the arms as before 
in a fliield crowned; qy^, devs. co- 

NIVNXIT. NEMO. SEPARET. A thiftle- 

head, and a b. the mint-mark on this fide. 

Another has a thifi:le with leaves for 

the mint-mark. On this the King's fword 

* Diplomat. €t Nttinifmat. Scotia?^ fo. E<Unbttrgh, 1739* 

it 
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€lMu4e9j. is Sorter, and blvtiit at the point;, aitd ua->> 
dcr.tbc borfc is a fmall r. 

Another has the King's head very large, 
and extending to the vim, like the Shilling 
of the facoe mintage. 

The Shilling has the King's buft in ac- 
roeop, and cFowned, loofckg to the left, 
XII. behind the head, carqjlvs. 0. G. 

MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Thc 

arm« as- before, and motto^ qv^. dbvs. 
&c. A thiftle head the mint-mark. 

The Sixpence has. VI. behind the Bead, 
and the date (1603) above the arms. 

A very n»t Shilling has XXI. behind 
the King's- head, crowned, looking to the 
right, and with, a laced band, carolvs. 

D.G. MAG. BRinP ANi. PRAN.. ET. HIB. RKX^ 

Reverfe> the aunfis> as ufual,-under acrowni 
and between CR. crowned; qvje. djevsv 
&G. A thiftie with leaves the mint-mark, 
and a fmall F. 
1 s. P.VI. A Shilling with the Iftrge buft> crowned, 
^ * extending^to-theedgeof theCoinj drapery 
about the neck, and XIL behind^ the head* 

. CAR. D. G. MAG. BRIT, FRANi ET. HIB, 

REX. A.fmallB; the mint-mark : thc re- 
verfe like the former. Another the like, 
has a fhiall f for the mint-mark. 

The 
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The Sixpences are like the Shillings^ Ckvfcat 
but have the value VI. inftead of XIL 

The Scotch Noble, or Half Mark, has 
the King's head crowned as before defcribed, 
almoft extending to the edge of the Coin^ 
and behind it VI. carolys. n. g. scot* 
ANG. FR. & HiB. &. Revcrfe^ the armsLia 
a fhield, crowned, christo.. AvapicE. 
REGNO. Another has the ihield crowned 
between C. R. crowned, and the date over 
it 1636, and a fmall B. for the mint-mark 
under tke head. 

The Forty -penny Piece, or Quarter 
Mark ; car. d. g. &c. has XL. behind the 
head, as before. Reverfc, a thiftle with 
leaves under the crown, salvs. reipva^ 
svPREMA. lex. the mint-rnxairk an f. 

The Twenty-penny Piece has XX. ht^ 
hind the head, and a different legend, viz. 

IVSTITIA. THRONVM. FIRMAT. An F* 

the mint-mark. 

Another has the thiftle crowned, be- 
tween C. R. alfo crowned, a fmall b. un- 
der the head. And there is one without 
C. R. whereon the infcription. begins at 
the top, and goes quite round the head. 

The Two-Shilling Piece has II. behind 
the Kiiig's head crowned, car. d. g. scot. 

ANG* 
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Charksl. AN6. FRAN. £T. HIB. REX. Reverfc^ the 

Scotch fhicld crowned ; ivstitia. thro-^ 

NVM.FIRMAT. 

Copper Money, carolvs. d. g. mag. 
BRIT, the branched thiftlc. Rcverfe, be- 
hind a lion two points, fran. et. hib. 
HEX. The Half of it the fame. 

ABotbwell. CAR. p. g. scot. ang. 
fra» et. hib. r. The crown, and under 
itC. R* Reverfc, the thiftle, nemome* 

IMPVNE. LACESSIT. 

Another, ciir. under the crown, in 
other refpeds like the former, but weighs 
not a third part of it. 

Likewife a fmall Botbwell of Charles the 
* FirA, when the liberty * of coining was 
granted to Sir William Alexander, Earl of 
Sterling. 

There was no Money coined by King 
Charles {or Ireland; but anno 1642% in 
order to maintain an army there, to fup- 
prefs the Popifh rebels, the King's loyal 
fubjedls, encouraged by an order of coun- 
cil, brought in their plate to be ilamped 
as Money. The firil of this kind had no 
other ftamp than the intrinfic value of 
the filver, as one pennyweight, fix grains, 

• Thorcfty, N^ 735.. * Iriffli Hift. lib. 169. 

current 
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curfent for Fourpencc Halfpenny, &c. Charles i. 
The Incbequin Crown, marked nineteen 
pennyweights, eight grains, and lefler 
pieces from a Crown to a Sixpence* But 
afterwards all pieces from one Penny to 
five Shillings, were flamped with a crown^ 
and C. R. and on the reverfe, V^- IP- VP- 
Xip. VP- HIP- IIP- IP- P- bat lighter 
than the Englijh Money, the Crown weigh-* 
ing about feventeen pennyweights fourteen 
grains, and the lefler pieces in proportion* 
Thefe being coined by the appointment of 
the Duke of Ormondy then Lord Licute-^ 
nant oi Irelandy are commonly called Or^ 
mond Monty. 

There is another Crown without in- 
fcription, having on one fide a plain crofs, 
and on the other the value, V^- fuppofed to 
be coined at the fiege of Dublin y in 164 1 1 
for foon after the beginning of the rebel- 
lion, there were fome coined of a different 
ftamp from the former. 

The Shillings and Sixpences o( Corky 
have only the name of the place, cork. 
on one fide, and upon the reverfe, the 
value, XIP- or VP- 

The Farthings, with the harp crowned 

on the reverfe, were an EngKJh Coin, as I 

Z have 
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Oiarics I. have obfervcd before, ^nd not Irijhy as they 
^~'^ are commonJy efteemed, but coined for the 

life of both kingdoms. 
, There are other copper pieces, which 

have.paffed for.Halfpence and Farthings in 
Ireland', biit for what purpofe they were 
coined, and by whom, is uncertain. 

Thefe have on one fide the figure of a 
^ king, like David, kneeling, and playing 
opon the harp, and over it the crown of 
England of a difiercnt metal from the 
Coin, brafs or copper, flori:at rex. 
Of thefe are two forts, of different di- 
menfions, the larger weighing from five 
pennyweights ten grains, to five penny- 
. weights fifteen grains f and the fmallell 
from four pennyweights, to three penny- 
weights eighteen grains, and have di^rent 
reverfes ; the biggeft has the figure of St. 
Patrick, with a crofier in his right hand, 
arid a fmall crofs in his left, which he 
holds out to the people about him, and by 
him a fliieid, with figures therein like Fers 
d€ Moline, four and two, or ^eves d'Rr- 
mine, perhaps intended for the arms of the 
Titular Popifh Metropolitan, ecce. grex. 
The fmaller pieces have St. Patrick, with 
a double crofs in his left hand, a church 

behind 
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behind him, holding out his right hand, Charles i. 
and driving away from the churth a parcel 
of venomous creatures, no doutrt, meaning 
thereby the different Ccdis of Ptoteftants* 
tjviEScAT, PLEBs. Of the latter ar6 
filver pieces, abotit the fame weight as thi^ 
copper ones,' and theft filver ones, no doubt, 
were Medals, as Mr. Evelyfi * efteemcd 
them ; but whether by him rightly placed 
to Charles the Second, is a queftion. Biflioji 
Ntcholfon * places them to Charles the Firft, 
and in his reign it is moft probable they 
were ftruck by the Papiftis, when they re*^ 
belled in Ireland^ and maflacrcd the Pro- 
tcftants, pretending to adt under the King's 
authority, for they are manifeftly of a 
Popifh ftamp. Amongft: other ad:s of their 
general aflembly at Kilkenny y in 1^42, they 
ordered ^ there fliould be a feal for the 
kiagdomj that the enemies fhould not be. 
called by the name oi Englijhy or Protef^ " 
tantSy but the Puritdnkal or Malignant 
Party I that they fhould corifider of ^ 
model of civil government; that' Money 
fhould be kvicd; that Coin and Plate 
fhould be raifed, and that thero fhould be 

« Namifmata, p. 133. b jjif^ Hift, Library, p. 169, 

« Rymcr, torn'. 20, p. 537. ' ^ 

Zz forth- 
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Charles I, forthwith . coined the fum of four thoufand 
Pounds to pals current in the kingdom, 
according to the proclamation, or adt, pub- 
lifhed by direction of the aflembly. Thefe 
were, perhaps, the before- mentioned cop- 
per pieces, and they took the fafhion of 
inferting a bit of brafs in the copper from 
the King's latter Farthings, the better to 
prevent counterfeiting: but for what value 
|hey were originally intended, or made 
current, is uncertain. Afterwards they 
paflcd for the value the common people 
put upon them ; and being fomething hea- 
vier than King Charles the Second's beft 
IriJJo Halfpence, went currently for fuch. 



CHARLES 11. A.D. 1648-g. 

Char. II. X H E firft Money * that bore the name 
of King Charles the Second, was coined by 
Colonel John MorHs, Governor of Ponfe^ 
fraSi Caftle, round which is infcribed, 

CAROLVS. SECVNDVS. 1648. with thc 

ftandard in the middle tower, between P. C. 
Reverfe, C.R, crowned, dvm. spiro. 

SPERO. 

• Thorelby, N^ 426. 

Another 
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Another has a Crown, with this in- Char. 11. 
fcription in the field under it, HANq. 
DEvs.DEDiT, 1648. Circumfcribcd CA- 
ROL. II. D. G. MAG. B. F. ET. H. REX. 

Reverfe, the caftle, with P. C. above it, 
and this legend, post, mortem, patris. 

PRO. FILIO. 

A thirdodlangular, CAROLvs, &c. Re- 
verfe, the caftle, P. C. having a cannoa 
pointing out of the left fide, and on the 
Other, p B s . Weight, three pennyweights, 
three grains. 

Thefe PontefraSi pieces are the only 
Coins of King Charles the Second before 
the Rejioration : for the day the father was 
murdered, an adt of the Commons pafi^ed to 
difinherit the fon. They voted the Houfe 
of Lords ufelefs, monarchy abolifhed, and 
England a commonwealth. Every thing 
was altered that bore any marks of royalty j 
a new great feal was appointed, and Money 
ordered to be coined in the name of the 
Parliament and Commons of England. 

They had before (as has been obferved) 
coined Money with the King's ftamp, both 
gold and filver, diftinguifhed by the letter 

Z 3 (P.) 
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Char, If. (P,) and, in ^epfen^er 1647, ^^ Ordinance* 
pafled both hottfoj, declaring, that thence- 
forth JK> qlipped Money flaould be current 
or payable in the kingdom, but to be 
^ftecmed as bullion ; bwt, to prevent any 
inconvenience to thofc in remote parts of 
the kingdomi that could not fell them but 
at under rates, this clipped Money, for 
three montha, was to be allowed of ia pay- 
ment, at four Shillings and Tenpence per 
ounce ; but, at the fame time^ all perfbns 
were to take notice, that fuch clipped 
Money would yield in London four Shil- 
lings and Elevenpence per ounce, at the 
Icaft. By this me^ns great quantities ^ were 
fold to goldfmiths, who, inftead of melting 
it, foH the fame again at five Shillings and 
Siixpence, five Shillings and Eightpence, 
and fix Shillings per ounce, which at the 
^ower would make but five Shillings : and 
this they made a trade of, buying and felling 
it twenty times over : whereas, if all per- 
fons exchanging clipped Money, had been 
enjoined, under a penalty, to fee it cut in 
pieces, this inconvenience might have been 
avoided. And though twenty millions * was 
coined within twenty-five years, according 

* Rufliworth, pt. 4, vol. 2, p. 801. ^ Violet, p. 48. 
•Ibid. 

to 
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to the mint books, it was almoft all tranf- Char. 11. 
ported and melted down ; fo that weighty ^''^"^^ 
gold was as precious in the kingdom as 
diamonds. 

The commonwealth coined gold pieces 
of twenty Shillings, ten Shillings, and five 
ShiHirigs value, of the fame ftandard and 
weight as thofe of King Charles the Firft. 

Thefe have on one fide an antique ihield, i S. PI. 

vir 
with St. Georges crofs for England, en- j^^o 5^^ 

circled with a f^lm and a laurel branchy 
circunlfcribed, THE commonwealth op 
ENGLAND. Revcrfe, two antique fhields 
conjoined ; in the firfi: St. George's crofs 
as before, in the other the harp for Ireland, 
(as upon the reverfe of their new great feal,) 
and above the fhield the value in figures, 
XX. X. or V. The legend; god with vs ; 
which was the word at the battle of Lufzen, 
wherein the famous Gu/iavus Adolphus, 
King of Sweden t was kilkd. After, the le- 
gend follows the date, 1649, 1650, 1651, 
1652, 1653, and even to the Reftoration; 
for I have fecn both a XX. and X. Shilling ^ 
Piece of 1660. A fun the mint-mark. 

The filver Money bears the fame ftamp, 

from a Crown to a Sixpence, having the 

Z 4 value 
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Char. II. value in figures above the double fhleld, 
viz. V. IIvi. Xii. and VL from the year 
1649, to 1654. 

The Twopences and Pennies have II. 
and I. above the arms, but without any 
infcription on either fide. 

The Halfpennies only a fhield with 
St. George's crofs on one fide, and a ihield 
with a harp on the other. 

There are likewife milled Half Crowns, 
Shillings, and Sixpences of 1651, with 
graining upon the outer edge, bearing the 
fame ftamp as the Commonwealth ham- 
mered Money ; and this is the firft cpm- 
pleat. filver milled Money, that of Queen 
Elizabeth and King Charles being only 
marked upon the flat edge. 

Blondeaus Half Crown has likewife the 
fame ftamp, but this infcription added 
upon the rim, trvth. & peace. 1651. 

PETRV5.BLONDJEVS. INVENTOR. FECIT. 

Another of 165 1, with the fame infcrip- 
tion upon the rim as was ufed upon the 
Commonwealth great feal, which, accord- 
ing to Whitlock % was the fancy of Henry 
JM[artin y viz. in the third year of 

FREPOM,BYGODS BLESSING RESTORED, 

But 
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Bnt whether this was done by BhndeaUy or Char. li. 
the State minters in the Tower^ I do not 
know, but moft probably the latter. 

This Peter Blondeau * was a Frenchman^ 
and (as he fays *") the Council of State having 
feen, patterns of Coins made by him, fent 
for him to London in September 1649; 
a while after he made propofals to the 
committee of the Council of State for the 
mint, to coin the Money of the Common- 
wealth by a new invention of his own, not 
th?n pra<flifed in any State in the world, 
which method would prevent counterfeit- 
ing, cafting, wafhing, and clipping, being 
to be marked on both the flat fides, and 
alfo about the thick edge; and after fome 
time, having given fpecimens of his art, 
his propofals were approved ; whereupon 
the provoftand moniers of the mint in the 
Tower, enraged to be fupplanted by a 
foreigner, made their petition to the Coun- 
cil of State, fetting forth, that Blondeau' s 
method was an old invention, which they 
knew as well as him, defiring to be 
put upon the trial with him; and if the 

■ The Anfwer of the Corporation of Moniers to the Re- 
prefentation of Peter Blondeau^ folio, printed for the Cor- 
poration of Moniers, 1653* ^ lb. 

State 
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Ckar. II. State Would have milled Money for tht 
future, they propofcd, that whereas they had 
now two Shillings and Fivepcnce for making 
the pound Troy of gold into Coin, by the 
hammer, and the State fifteen Shillings and 
Ninepence the pound Troy for working the 
iilver, they would make fair milled Money 
for Twelvepence the pound weight of 
£]ver, as fair as any Money current in 
Cbrtjlendom^ and milled gold Money, as 
fair and beautiful as the Louis and Cardeques 
of France^ for five Shillings the pound 
weight, which was under the price pro- 
pofed by Bhndeau. 

Upon this propofal the Moniers were 
direded (in May and June 1651) to make 
fome patterns as broad as a Shilling, a Half 
Crown, and a Twenty Shilling Piece of 
gold, in a mill, the motto about the edges, 
TRVTH. AND, PEACE. And fomc of the 
fame pieces to have a graining about the 
edges, according to Queen Elizabeth's pat- 
terns of Mill-naoney, and to preftnt the 
fame the third of Jufy following, that 
fo the committee might fee the pieces, and 
confider what was fitteft to prefent to the 
Council of State, for the more handfome 

making 
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making the Monies of the Common- Char- 11. 
wealth. 

Accordingly, David Ramadge^ one of 
the moniers, made a dozen pieces as fpeci- 
raens of goFd and filver, with letters about 
the edge, and with a double graining, 
fairer and more exafl: than B/ondeau's 
pieces, which he had made to the nuinber 
of three hundred. Half Crowns, Shillings, 
Sixpences, and fome gold pieces. Upon 
this difappointmient, Blondtau difperfed a 
memorial in his owji defence, charging 
the provoft and moniers with fcandalous 
practices. To this they replied, and the 
controverfy continued till 1652. But, in 
the mean time, Bk»deau being detected of 
coining Money privately at a boufe in the 
Strand^ and making counterfeit Half 
Crowns, Shilling?, and Sixpences, plated 
with filver, the committee prefently or- 
dered all his coining tools and irons to be 
feized, and fent to the "Tower y which was 
done, and the moniers defired leave to in- 
di6t him for treafon. What became of him 
afterwards does not appear ; perhaps, by 
this means having got all the information 
they wanted, they let him go quietly back 
to France y after having attended the plea- 

furc 
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Char. 11. fure of the State three years and a half. 
Doubtlefs^ the monicrs were, not at his 
firft coming fo well ikilled in the mill as 
Blondeau *, but that he was the inventor, 
as he ftiles himfelf, either of the graining, 
or infcription upon the rim, was falfe ; for 
the former is feen upon fome Coins of 
Queen Elizabeth* s milled Money; and Le 
Blanc mentions* a Frank of Henry the 
Fourth, and a ^art^D'evu of Louis the 
Thirteenth, with an infcription upon the 
rim. 

It is certain, the Money coined upon 
this occafion, is the firft Englijh Money 
with an infcription upon the edge ; but 
how far this was owing to Blondeau^ is 
doubtful, fince Symons's Coins of Oliver^ 
which were ftruck foon after^ exceeded any 
that had been coined before ; though, by 
not bringing this milled Money into com- 
mon ufe, it is evident the mill was not 
brought to perfection, and therefore the 
hammered Money was continued to the 
Rejloration. 

There were feveral defigns for copper 
Farthings. One has the antique fhield with 
the crofs under a garland, englands 

« P. Z94, 296. 

FAR- 
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I^ARTHiNG. Reverfc, the harp, for ne- Chan IL 
CESS ARY. CHANGE. Another has thc CFofs 
and harp quarterly upoi^ the reverfe* 

A Farthing with the like (hield and 
crofs, without the garland, farthing- 
TOKBjNS. of ENGLAND. Rcverfe, the 
ihield with the harp, for. necessity, 
of CHANGE. 1649, and has graining upon 
the outer edge. 

A Briflol Farthing with the arms of 
Brijiol, 1652. 

In New England Money was likewife 
coined. This has on one fide a tree, cir- 
cumfcribed masathvsets. in. Reverfe, 
NEW. ENGLAND. AN. DO. and in the area 
the date 1652, and under it the value XII. 
The Sixpence has VI. The Threepences 
have III. but want the word in. on one 
fide, and AN. do. on the other. 

The Twopences have II. Of thefe are 
various forts, fome with a diiFereftt tree, 
Others oftangular, of different fizes, and 
coined in different years, but all bearing 
the fame date, 1652, when only they had 
the liberty of a mint. 

Of Maryland is a beautiful Shilling, 
having on one fide the bufl of the Lord 
Baltimore, proprietor of that country, in 

profile. 
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Char. II. profile, bare Jieaded, c^ecilivs. dns. 
TERR^. MARiJE. &CT. Rcverfe, ail 
efcocheon of his arms, viz. Pally of fix, a 
bend countercharged, and oa the fides the 
figures XII. for the value, under an arched 
crown ; (whereas Barons had not coronets 
till the thirteenth of Charles the Second,) 
and with a fuitable motto, crescite. et. 

MVLTIPLICAMINI. 

Mr. Threjby^ imentions a Groat of the 
fame mint, and a copper Coin of the lame 
place like the Shilling, with VI. which, . 
no doubt, was the ftamp of the Sixpence, 
for I have ittn that of the Shilling likewife 
in copper. 

After the battle of Worcejier^ the ParKa- 
ment growing jealous o£ CronrwelVs great- 
nefs, he refolved todiflfolve them, and take 
the power in his own hands, and a lucky 
incident is faid ** to have favoured his de- 
fign ', three Hamburgh Ihips, viz. the 
Sampfofiy Salvador y and St. George^ had been 
Hopped fome time before, with near three 
hundred thoufand pounds on board in filver, 
upon fufpicion that it was the property of 
the Dutch. This was fuch a favourable 

* ^N*^ 446, 447. »» Violet's Appeal to Caefar, 4to. 

Lond. 1660, p. 38, 45. 

cir- 
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circ^mftance as Cr^ww^Jl^ wanted *, he fent Ckar. IL 
for copies of the bills of loading, and the 
value of the filver, and cowld not fleep till 
he had got it in the Toaoer ; for which p«r- 
pofe he detached a guard of foldiers on 
board the (hips to feize k, and if he had 
not got this Money into his hand (fays the 
author)' he durft not' have drflblved the 
Parliament. Soon after this, he affumed 
the title oi ProttSlotj which was confirmed 
by Parliament, though he was not pub- 
lickly invefted with that office, till 1657 : 
but that was merely form, for he had all 
the regalia of an abfolute prince from the 
time he affumed the title of ProteBor, 
and coined Money with his effigies, fome of 
it bearing date in 1656, which was the year 
before his inveftiture, though the greater 
part is of the year 1658. 

The Coins of the ProteBor are Twenty- 
Shilling and Fifty-Shilling Pieces of gold, 
and it is faid there was a dye prepared for 
Ten- Shilling Pieces. And of filver. Crowns, 
Half-Crowns, Shillings, and Sixpences, all 
of the fame weight and finenefs as the 
Comnionwealth Money. They are an ex- 
cellent dye, done by the mafterly hand of 
Sytmndsy exceeding any thing of that kind, 
that had. been done fincc the Romans ^ and 

in 
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Char. II, in like manner he appears thereon, his bjiftv 
C^^r-like, laureat, looking to the rights 
with whiikers, and a fmall tuft upon the 

' VII. Uodcr lip, OLIVAR. D- G. Rv P^ ANG. SCO 

N**65. HiB^ &c^ pi^o^ Rcverfe, under the royal 
crown> a (hield of arms, quartering in the 
firft and fourth quarters, St. Georges crofs 
iov England', fecond, St* ^Wr^ie^'s . crofs 
for Scotland ', third, the harp for Ireland i 
and his paternal arms in an efcutcheon iti 
the centre, viz. a lion rampant ; legend, 

PAX. QViERITVR. BELLO, 1656, Or 1658. 

They are all milled Money, with curious 
graining upon the outer edge. But the 
Fifty- Shilling Piece, Crown, and Half 
Crown have this circumfcription upon the 
rim, or thick edge of the Coin; has* 

NISI. PERITVRVS- MIHI. ADIMAT* NE- 
MO. The Crown of 1658 has a flaw or 
crack acrofs the neck. 

There is likewife a copper Farthing, 
with the Protestors buft laureat. Oliver. 
PROT. ANG. SCO. iRL. Revcrfc, three 
pillars joined together, and on the top of 
them, the crofs of St. George^ the crofs of 
St. Afidrew^ and the harp for the three 
kingdoms, thvs. vnited^invinciblb. 
The fame device is feen upon a fmall filver 
medal of the Commonwealth, of 1648, 

and 
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wd likewife \ip6a a copper piece^ which Char. lU 
probably was a defiga for a Farthing. 

But fiotwithftanding thefe Coins of 
Oliver, thofc of the Commonwealth were 
continued to be coined till the Reftoration, 
which OAwr could do no lefs than permit 
to carry on the farce, as he had fubmitted 
to receive his authority from the Parlia- 
ment; fo that the Coin exhibited the 
greateft contradiction in government^ a 
tyrant and a commonwealth, at the fame 
time adting under one and the fame au- 
thority. 

It is faid % there was levied from the 
year 1641 to 1647, above forty millions in 
Money, and Money's worth, and that the 
Parliament raifed in all upon the nation, . 
during the courfe of the civil war, and af- 
terwards, above ninety-five million, five 
hundred, and twelve thoufand pounds. 

After the reftoration of King Charles, 
anno 1660, the State's or Commonwealth 
Money was called in, both gold and filver» 
and other Money coined, of the fame ftan- 
dard and yalue as his father's, viz. Crown 
gold of twenty- two carrats fine, and^^r- 

• Tindal's Rapm, p. 467. Notes, 

Aa /f«^ 
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Char. it. ling filver t ; whf<;h ftandirds rhave ^bbea 
conftantly ofed ever fince^ 

Thencxtthiiigto be taKeh* iffto^c^fi- 
deration, was the melting down the Cc^n^ 
which had exhaufted cheiid): Monejr^ and 
left little elfe than light, clipped, and^^oun^ 
tcrfeit Money for thfc eiirpcnt ufe of the 
kingdom* This had been owiitig^ in a great 
meafure, to the infufikiency of the laws, 
the ftatute of Richard \ht Second extendr* 
ing only to Groats, which were the krgeft 
filver Coins then in ufe, whereby tfcc force 
of the ftatute was eluded, and Coins above 
the value of a Groat w«e trtelted down by 
goldfmiths and others. It wa4 therefore 
now enadted *, That no pcrfoh fhould melt 
any of the filver Money of the realm, 
under the J>enalty of forfeiting double the 
Value, and fix mionths imprifonment ; and 
if he was a freeman of any corporation, 
to be disfranchifcd* But the beft fecurity 
againft this praftice was coining the milled 
Money in 1662^ which proved more ef- 
fedlual than all the laws that had hitherto 
been made* The next year, in an ad:^ for 
the encouragement of trade, it Was made 
lawful to export all forts of foreign Coin 

« St. 13 & 14, Car. 2, ch« 31. * St, 15, Car. 2, 

fftp. 7, fed. 12. 

or 
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fef bullion, of gold arid filver, ii> regard Char, in 
that feveral confiderable and advantageous 
trades could not be conveniently carried 
gn Withbtit Money or bullion ; and that it 
was found, by experience, that they were 
carried in greateft abundance (as to a com- 
mon tnarket) to fuch places as gave free 
liberty for exporting the fame j and that it 
ferved the better to keep in, and increafe 
the current Coins of the kingdom 4 

In the eighteenth of CHarles the Second^ 
an ad:* pafled for the encouraging the 
coinage. His Majefty had been pleafed to 
bear out of his revenue, half the charge of 
the coinage of filvcr Money ; for the pre- 
venting of which charge to his Majefty, 
and to encourage perfons to bring gold and 
filver to the mint to be coined, it Was v 
enadted, that every perfon bringing any 
foreign Coin or bullion to the mint to be 
coined, fhould have the fame eflayed and 
melted down, without any charge or de- 
falcation, and for every pound Troy of 
crown gold, ot Jierling filver, fhould re^ 
ceive the like weight in coined Money, of 
crown or ftandard gold, and oi Jierling or 
ftandard filver; and if the bullion, fo 

« St. 18 Car. II. cap. 5. 25 Car. II. cap. 8. 

A a 2 brought. 
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Char. II. brought, was finer or feoarfer than crown 
'' gold, or ftandard filver, fo much more> or 
lefs fhould be allowed as it was better or 
worfe, and without any charge of coinage^ 
or without any undue preference in the 
coinage : and to defray the charges of the 
mint and the coinage^ a duty was laid upon 
wine6> &c. with a claufe for paying fix 
hundred pounds a year to Dame Barbara 
Villiersj who, by letters patent dated the 
twentieth oi Auguft^ in the twelfth year 
of his Majefty's reign, had a grant of 
Twopence by tale out of every pound 
^roy of filver Monies, for twenty-one years* 
Very great quantities of gold and filver 
were brought to the mint by means of this 
a(ft, which was therefore continued by the 
fucceeding Princes. 

The firft Money of King Charles the 
Second^ after his reftoration, was coined 
by indenture " with Sir Ralph Freemariy to 
be of the fame goodnefs as his father's, both 
for gold and filver. This was of the ham- 
mered fort; for, probably, the minters, 
who were employed to coin Olivers milled 
Money, being under apprehenfions of 
^ danger, upon the King's reftoration, dif- 

¥ * Lownda, p. SS* 

' I perfed 
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perfcd thcmfelvcs, with their engines, and Char. li. 
it* was necclTary to fet the hammer at"" ^""^ 
work immediately, to fupply the place of 
the Commonwealth Money, which was 

called in. 

The hammered gold .Money has the2S.P.VI. 
King's buft in armour, looking to the 
right, with a wig (after the French fafli- 
ion) laureat, the infcription going quite 
round the head, carolvs. h. d. g. mag. 
Bj^iT. F^AN. ET. HiB. REX. Reverfe, 
the arms in an oval (hield, crowned, be- 
tween C R. Legend, fi-orent. Con- 
cordia. REGNA. . A crown the mint- 

TO*rk. 

The filver hammered Money has the 1 s.^ Pi- 
King's buft Jn like manner, with a laced n^ 66. 
band; arid the crown upon his head inftead 
of the laurel, carolvs. ii. d. g. mag. 
BRi. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Reverfe, the 
arms in a fhield, divided by the old crofs,. 

CHRISTO. AVSPICE. REGNO. 

The Shilling has XII. behind the head ; 
the Sixpence VI. but there is another fort 
without the figures, or the inner circle 
about the head, which comes fomething 
nearer the milled Money. 

Aa3 The 
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Char. II. Tb<5 leffer pieces, from a Grblt to 9 
Fenny, have tiicfaitaeftalnpandxnint-mark,, 
With th^ figiares dehc^ing-tfeeii' talac, bc^ 
hind the head ; but fonM are without 
figures ; and the titles upon the Bcniiy are 
abbreviated to M. B. r, St «. 

The hammctied Money continued in ufe 
till 1 662, when the mill took place, There 
was indeed a neceffity for ibnae new ti^^ 
thod of coining,- for the han^melred Money 
being made unequalj, and cinev^en, with 
finall engines which might beworked prU 
vately, it was impoflible to prevent cbttiiter* 
failing and clipping. * Queen Mlixi^eti^ 
had it under confideration in her timej^ 
j^nd coined a great deal of Mo»^ itt the 
mill, befidcs fome few gold pieces with 
graining upon the rim. Kiiig Charles the 
Firft had likewife very good milled Money 
troined by £r/(:?/f , and the fame, no doabt,i 
would have been farther imprcSyed, and 
eftablifhcd in his time here^ as it was ih 
J^rancBy had not the rebellion preVefeted it. 
But this milled Money of Queeh f)fei7^i?ffe 
^nd Kidg Cbarks the Firft, had not the 
graining, or letters upon the rim,- whereby j^ 
though in fome meafure it '^sras fecu«d 
jigainft clipping, it reipained ftill expofed 

tQ 
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rtb be It^mi^ lauid'SbQiiIded^ jldiikeniMrd9,.Ch^,^ 
.the. mill biiii|rt#t^£fedf)d 3ivft»ftabHihfd in 
JFni;rJr«?i *hft€lammohi¥raUb fettfc* ^tBJo^ 
uieau^'^fyoai'^thAhciBn totalm inil^d : Money 
iie«ie;.:3?vjiii:h. • faiditatken ^fftO^y.kisii at nOt 

ifaamiittr^tt)0h:gQfT>lUe;rmmt«' uiitjui fame 
onanaenas' £rio^'M^'d&^rrskTiy^lxfcif:i£^vtd 
itvftrmit. ^in.thodndaa dtnfeg)ft]» 'pmAic^e 
fifi€iippm^:wo$ )^wn ib~rb«^tthdt the 
jSdfiDi3criTafiLredoaid^ i(a Ikfe.' ihtth.ihflif ;thte 
Jbtdaific value^ ; ;Bait' the legal gpyornment 
'3ifl^a§ no^.ikmtr::r^eft^i{h^» than :th$9 evil 
,1ya^c6hfidered;.todb}r^)f)e warraftt ^, dated 
the* fifth of Novmier Jx663, one other 
\wtrrant,; dated :the pighfh pf: yiprii 166^9 
jind , a! third wanf nati , dated tb^ twenty^ 
fourth of Drd^j^fcr ii663^ •* Aripth^r foi»t 
/^ off^foh!ey ecllledi-W/isrf Money , wafr firft 
**, fabricated to be cvifrent in Mngl4m4$ with 
." gmining or ktterf upoa the rim 5 vhi^h 
*' milled Money is made after this mamjen: 
^f JFirfli The gold or.filver is c^ft put of 
'V' t^ imeltingrpot into long fl^t bars, 
/* which bars are drawn through a mill 
•* (wrought by ahorfe) to produce the juft 

* BIondeaa*s Memorial, and the Moniers Anfwer to Peter 
:Skm^faM653, fiflie« * Lowiw^, ?• 95, 96, Bfoy. 

Aa4 'thick- 
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iShaY. n. *^ thickiiefe 6f the ftvk^zL 'fpccics to te 
^'coined: tbeii tiritii ibrcibie engines, 
r" cdled Cutters f which afifvrer^xadlf to 
^^ the refpe&ive fizes cf the^Moody'^^ the 
^^^ round pieces are cut out frond the flabbtr, 
¥ .£haped as aforeikidy (the refidue^whereof, 
•^•* called iSn^/, is melittd^agaiA) and then 
i>* every pie^e is v^eighed, aiid node to 
^ i^tte ^^y with:the ' intendcd^weighli 
" arid tffter^rds carried to other engines^ 
•* (wifolight fccretly) whiob put the letters 
^' upon the ddges of the larger filver pieces, 
^^ and the graining upon the fmaller. The 
next thing is the blanching performed, 
(thatii, 'fiiade white or refulgent by 
ndaling or boiling ; and,. Laflly, Every 
-^* piece is brought to the prefs, which is 
** called the Af///, (wrought by the ftrength 
** of men), and there receives the ftamp, 
^* which makes it perfeA Money/' By 
this method of coining, the Money is ef- 
fectually fecured from counterfeiting, clip- 
ping, moulding, or wafhing; for the 
engines being many, large, chargeable, and 
difficult to be made, requiring a large room, 
and many hands to work it, it is almofl 
impoffible. to he done without difcovery j 
and the graining fccures it froni clipping 

or 
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cfT moulding; nor can it be waihed without Ckar. m 
taking away the brightnefs and pdiffaing: 
So that King Charles may juftly be ftiled 
Rejiitutor Morieta^ and well deferved to be 
celebrated by a medaU as was done^ upon 
thellxke occafion^ in honour oi Lewis the 
Thirteenth of France^ though the ufe of 
the; ha»di]kr was not interdicted till the 
fccond^dar ! of i^«w*the Fourteenth. The 
milled JVfo)^ey was all of crown gold, and 
^^iv^^^vfr, which ftaadird has ever fince 
contimued. 

. Of this.firft milled Money in 1662, is 
a very fair Crown Piece, fbmething broader 
than any that followed. It has the King's 
buft laureat, looking to the Wt, contrary 
to the hammered Money, whereon he looks 
to the right, like his father; and from this 
time it was conftantly obferved to make 
the fucceflbr look the contrary way; 
cAROLvs. II. DEI. 6RA. and Under the 
King's head a rofe, from whence it is com- 
monly called the Rofe Crown. Reverfe, the 
arms in four feparate fhields, crowned, 
crors-wife,.pointing to the ftar of the garter 
in the centre ; the crowns interfedting the 
legend, and two C's interlinked in each 

* Le Blanc> p. 303, 

quarter* 



Cban^ir. qntf ten .mao. br..f:ra; «t. liiB. &cx^ 
i662r Upoirtberim, Dja'cvi^. st; .Tv±Af 
ki^is^. firft fuggefted to Mr.^SUiftgJiy {mzAtt 
of the mint) by Mr. JSvfc^T5 otit of In 
vinict of Ciardinail ^/^. RicIiik^T.Greei Tef-^ 
tatnent^ printed at' the :Ijdavre;odii3ioiik 
imitation of oor's^ the FrenvB^hzdrfmn aftdr 
their tirctamfcriptioaalioarvrtieCtom; -THt 
arms^as they ait here marAuiIted/harre'^iik 
the top and b^ttoni- fhieldr^f"^/?^^ ^d 
England quatterly j Ireland on the" dexter*^, 
iide^ (which is the fecond plact) -arid Oft 
the finiftear^ Scotland. ^ fiiit in all the milled 
Money whidi foll<i wed^ France and Bngland 
feeing borne.' fbjparatcly, thit o£ Frma 
(which^had been conftantly bdrne in di^ 
firft qukrter, ^^g^Yf till ^a»f£j the ^Irft; 
and afterwards^ in the hrft^pla^Je qoarteii^ 
vnih En'gknd) is placed: in the t>ottoQi 
fliield, or fourth quarter, ' This irregular 
bearing ftrfl appeared upomthe nativity 
medalis K^i^Obdrks the Secondi in 1630^ 
where thefliieMs arc placed in bhlb matinerj 
and; no doubts wias originally owing td th<i 
ignorance of the graver, who-knownoother 
^y ^o place the arms cir^cuferly, than, 
following each other, likfe ^the titiesj^ 

» Evelyn's Numifmata, p. %z%^ - 

unlefs 
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unkfs' (ai rhdve heard) that the. afmi of Char, m 
tadikin^dotn tmghtioll under tfat refpec^ 
tiVe titk in the legeiti : and this witty 
Conceit has ever fiiKe prevailed upon the 
Goini eatcept in fotne'of King WifUafffMd 
Queen JWitry's Money, where the arms art 
rightly Vnarfiialled in one (hieid. Thatthii 
Wa^ dwibg to the ignorance b£che work-^ 
iM)i> afld'iiidt With any> defign to alttt 
thef difpofition o(^the armSy is evident from 
the ^t-to* ixpbh the gwat feal^ where Framt 
ii bcM-ne quarterly with Eng/anJ, in the firft 
and ftturth quarterfe> as it was likewife nfcd 
upoti all othif occjifidn^, till the alteration 
odcafidhed by the union with Scotkndin 
1708. 

- The othct milled Crolvns, and Half 
Gr6wtt5, haw the King's head laureat, like 
the former, but without the roft, CARo* 
LXJS II. bEi, GRAlriA, Reverfe, like the 
fonftiet, <iniy> lis I have obierved, the ar^s 
of EftgidnJ ^nd France are bornefeparately^ 
in t^e firiland four fhields^ and upon the 
rim' is added the date, viz. dec vs. et. tV'* 

TAMEN-. ANNO. REGNl. VICESIMO. OC- 

*TAV6. But one of his eighteenth year has 
|he dfate in numerals, ANNO. RE6NI.XVIII* 
Another of i666, has an elephant under 
tb? head* 

And 
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Char. IL And I mufl;n0t omit the celebrated 
Crown by Sitnon^ prefented . to the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon^ with a petition to 
his Majefty upon the rim, beiog a laudable 
contention between him and Rotie. It has 
his Majefly's head laureate carolvs.dei* 
G R A* and under the head s i mo n . Reverfe^ 
likp the ordinary Crown, butin the centre 
the figure of St% Gforge withi% the garter, 
the date 16631 and. thislcircumfcription in 
two lines upon the rim, Thomas si mom 

MOST HUMBLY PRAYS YOVR MAJESTY, 
TO COMPARE THIS HIS TRYAL PIECE 
WITH THE DUTCH, AND IF MORE TRVLY 
DRAWN AND I.MBOSSED, M0;R£ GRACE- 
FULLY ORDERED, AND MORE ACCV^ 
RATELY ENGRAVEN, TO RELIEVE HIM. 

There is a good draught of this piece in 
Evelyn, p. 239. 

Another of the fame ftamp, inftead of 
the petition, has this legend upon the rim, 

REbDITE. Oy^. CASARIS. C/BSARI. 

The Shillings and Sixpences have both 

fides like the Crown, the arms of the four 

.kingdoms in four feparate fliiclds : that of 

1663, has the King's head admirably well 

done. One Shilling has an elephant under 

the 
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the head^ Another has the Prince's devife. Char. H* 
and the fame in the centre of the reverfc, 
in the place of the ilaf and garter ; and I 
have feen one with the Guinea ftamp^ 
which, I fuppofe was only a curiofity, and 
not current. The Sixpences are like the 
Shillings, and all of them have graining 
upon the rim, the ftrokes going dire<9Jy 
acrofs, both upon thefe and the Guineas^ 
till 1669, when they were altered to dia- 
gonal flrokes, which were continued in uie 
till 1739. 

The fmaller pieces of the milled Money 
have no graining upon the rims ; the firft 
coinage of thefe from a Groat to a Penny, 
bear the ftamp of the hammered Money, 
viz. the King's buft crowned, looking to 
the right, in a laced band, and the nume- 
rals for the value behind the head, which 
extends to the edge of the Coin ; carol vs. 
D.G.M.B.F.&H. REX. Revcrfc, the arms 
divided by the old crofs, and the motto, 
CHR I sTo, &c. A Crown the mint-mark. 
Thofe of the latter coinage have the King's 
hufk laureat, looking to the left, like the 

Shilling, CAROLVS. 11. DEI, ORAtlA* 

Rcverfc, mag. br. fra. et^ hib. rex. 

with 
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Okar. It. With the iatc* The Penny has oiic i?4 
under the crown> which interfcfits the date 
in the legend- The Twopence, in like 
manner, has two' c's interlinked j ths 
Threepence three c 's interlinked triangu^ 
lar; and the Gro^t four c's, formings 
crofs, with the rofe, thijftlc,^<?2/r de lis^ and 
harp in the quarters. 

. The firft gold mill Money has the fame 
ftaoip as the hammered^ but is fbmediing 
le&, and has die value added in figures 
behind the head, but no graining* upon 
the edge* 

Another, of the fame kind, has his bufl 
extending to the edge of the Coin, without 
the figures behind the head. It is confi-» 
dcrably lefs than the former, though much 
broader than a Guitiea, and is cabled by 
ibme the UnmilJed Guinea^ as having no 
graining upon the rim. gar^ ii* d^ g^ m* 
BR. FR. ET* HI, REX. Reverfe, the arms 
i-n a ihield crowned, with the date above, 

1662. FIORENT4 CONCORDIA. REGNA* 

It is the beft ftamp of any of his Money. 

The Guineas took their name from the 
gold brought from Guinea by the African 
Company y . who, as an encouragepient to 
bring over gold to be coined, were per- 
mitted. 



. or English M<ihe«'* ' §^67 

ftdtted^ hy their tchartcr^ to fakve theit Ckan IL 
ftamp of an elephant upon the Coin inade 
6i the Africart gold. Of thcfe: Guineas, 
fbrt^-four and a half were coined out of the 
pound ^^oy^ to go for twenty Shillings eadi^ 
tbough'Aeyjiewt went for folittle* Frocit 
his fifteenth year, we have thefc milled 
Guineas ami Half^GuineaSy with grainiiig 
upon the edge like the milled Shillings, 
h^ing on one fide the King's head laureat^ 
with the neck bare> which is the diiFereace 
betweelx the Guinea and Shilling fi:axBp« 
CAROLvs* II* DEI. GKATiA. Reverfe, 2S.P.VL 
four fiiields in croft, with the arms of the ^ 
four kingdoms as the Shillings, but having 
four €*8 interlinked, crofs*wife in the 
centre, and the addition of four fcepttei 
in the quarters, furmounted with the badges 
of the four kingdoms, viZi the crofs for 
England, the tbijile for Scotlandithtfleur ds 
tfeV for France y and the harp for Ireland. 

Some of thefe Guineas have the elephant 
under the King's head,, with a caiUe upon 
fiis back, others the elephant without the 
caftle. 

\ There are likewife Forty- Shilling Pieces, 
and Five-Pound Pieces, like the Guineai 

. but 
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Char. n. but the latter have the mfcription upon 
the rim, like the Crown Piece. 

It has been obferved, that the latter end 
of Queen Elizabeth' % reign, there being no 
Farthings coined by public authority^ and 
the fame being much wanted for fmall 
payment, almoft every tradefman made his 
own tokens. This was found very incon* 
yenient to the public^ and therefore Ring 
James and King Charles both coined Far- 
thing Tokens ; but none being coined du- 
ring the Ufurpation, the former pra&ice 
was renewed, every corporation, and almoft 
every perfon in trade having their parti- 
cular Halfpence or Farthings of brafs or 
copper, of different dimeniions and forms j 
patents * were fometimes granted to cities, 
which continued in ufe till 1672, when 
the Ring's copper Halfpence and Farthings 
took place. 

Thofe of corporations and towns had 
generally the name or arms of the place, 
and the value upon it j as the copper Half- 
penny of Nottingham, having on one fide 
the arms of the corporation, and the other 
infcribed, Nottingham Halfpenny changed by 
the Chamberlains^ i66()^ 

• Thorelby^ 379. 

The 
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The Norwich Farthing of copper, on Char. ir. 
one fide the city arms. Revcrfe, infcribed, 
A Norwich Farthing. 
• A brafs one of Tarmouthy the arms of 
the corporation. Great Tarmouth, 1667. 
Reverfe, the like arms. For the Ufe of the 
Poor. 

A Lincoln Hdlf penny, odtangular, changed 
by the Mayor, 1669. 

The copper Farthing oiHethury, on one 
fide the arms of the corporation, circum- 
fcribed, Armes of that Burrough. Reverfe, 
T!his Farthing is own'd in^etbury^ 1669. 

Henly has a Device, viz. the letter H. 
under a coronet, v^ith rays iffuing from a 
cloudoverit. the corporation. Re- 
verfe, OF HENLY VPON THAMES THEIR 
HALFPENNY.- of brafs. 

The London copper Halfpenny has on 
one fide an elephant, whence it is fome- 
times called the African Halfpenny y and 
on the other the city arms, and round it, 

GOD PRESERVE LONDON. This is the 

largeft Halfpenny that ever was coined, 
-fome of them weighing ten pennyweights 
eleven grains, which is above three penny- 
. weights more than King Charles the Se- 
cond's beftv Halfpence, and above four 
B b penny- 
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* 

Char. II. pennyweights more than the Halfpennies 
which have been coined fince. 

Thofe of private perfons have the letters 
of their name» ^ their fign, or the arms of 
the corporation, or company, to which 
they belong, and their name with the va- 
lue : and in London^ the ftreet where they 
lived, their fign and trade* 

As, Steven Gredier^ his Halfpenny. Re- 
Verfe, Of Margate in Tbanet^ with the 
arms of the corporation. — Another, the 
arms of the Eaftland Company, and round 
it Phillip Cooke at Rederif-Wall, 1669^ 
bis Half penny. -'-^Jobn and TCbomas Barker, 
their Halfpenny. Reverfe, the initial let*' 
ters of their names, and round it. Of In^ 
gatjione, \662t.^-^^boiHas Renolds in^ the 
letters T. R. in the area. Reverfe, the 
like, and round it colchesteh, Bay^ 
maker. 

One with the letters nev. and round 
them, InRatcliffy 1651, Reverfe, a boy 
with a. pipe in his hand. At the BlacJk 
Boay. 

A brafs one, with the date 1666, be- 
tween two rofes, %homas Luckein Mercers. 
Reverfe, Street y Brewer, his Halfpenny. In 
the area, t. m. l. and atofc. - 

Another 
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Another brafs one, Elizaieth Pearce, Chzr, 11. 
631 6er Halfpenny. Rcverfe^ three doves, 
St. Giles in the Fields. 

Some of thcfc are vefy Tmalli but In 
general, better than the patent Farthings 
of King "James and King Charles^ 

The fifft copper Halfpence, coined by 
authority in this reign^ was in 1665, 
having the King's buft laureat, looking 
to the left, and the date under it, ca- 
RoLvs; A, CAROLo. Rcverfe, Britannia 
fitting upon the globe, holding in her 
right hand an olive branch, and in her 
left the fpear and ihield, whereon appears 
the croffes. of St. George and St. Andrew 
interlinked QVATvok. maria; vindico* 
Exergue, Britannia. Thefe were by 
fonoe called * Lord JLucais Farthings^ 
from this noted fpeech upon thatoccafion; 
but were foon after called in, to pleafe a 
Beighbouring monarch ; they are therefore 
not very common, efpecially theHalfpencCi 

There are a great many other defigns 
for Farthings extant ; but the only Half^ 
pence and Farthings made current, were 
thofe coined in 1672, fomc whereof are 
ftill in ufe/ Thefe have the King's head 

•Thorelby, N°478. 

B b 2 like 
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Char. IL like the former, carolvs. a. carolo. 
Reverfe, the figure of Britannia as before ; 
but, inftead of the legend, qvatvor, 
&c. have only the name Britannia, and 
the date in the exergue. 

In the laft year of KingCifarles^ tin 
Farthings were coined, with a bit of cop- 
per in the middle, having the fame ftamp 
as the copper ones, and upon the rim, 

NUMMORVM. FAMVLVS. 1684. 

The Scou6 Money of King Charles^ has 
the King's head looking to the left, con- 
trary to the Englijhy except upon the pieces 
of the mark; and this rule was obferved 
afterwards, except upon fome Scotch ipicQts 
of Queen Anne. 

The Crown or Dollar of fifty-fix Shil- 
lings Scotchy has the King's buft turned to 
the right, carolvs. ii. del gratia. 
Reverfe, the four fhields of arms crowned, 
as upon the Englijh Crown Piece ; only on 
thefe the arms of Scotland are in the firft 
place. A thiftle with leaves in each quar- 
ter, and two c's interlinked in the centre, 

SCO. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REX. 1679. but 

v/ithout either graining or letters upon 
the rim. 

The 
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The Half Crown, or Half Dollar, of Char. 11. 
1675, has a fmall f. for the mint-mark, 
under the head, and is well executed. 

The Shillingi or Quarter Dollar, and 
the Half Quarter Dollar, or Seven Shillings 
Scotch y have the fame ftamp. 

The Piece of Four Marks, has the King's 
head laureat, looking to the left, a Thiftlc 
under the head, carolvs. ji, dei, gra, 
Reverfe, the four fhieldsof arms in crofs, 
Scotland being borne fingly in the top and 
bottom (hields, and France and England 
quarterly in the finifter, which properly 
is the third place, and Ireland in the Dex- 
ter, which is the fourth ; in each quarter 
two c*s interlinked under a crown, break- 
ing into the legend ; and the value ^i" in 
the centre, mag- bri. fra. e't. hib. 
REX. 1674. without graining, or letters 
upon the rim. 

The Two Mark, the Mark, and the Half 
Mark, bear the fame ftamp, with their 
refpedtive values in the centre of the re- 
verfe, viz. ^^^^ ^^^ l\ 

A Quarter Mark has the King's buft2S.P.VI. 
laureat, looking to the right, carolvs. ^* 
II. DEI. GRA. Reverfe, St. Andrew* s 
crofs, with a crown in the centre, and 
B b 3 the 
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Char. II. the badges of the fouf kingdoms in the 
quarters, yiz. a thiftle, rofe, Jionver 4^ lis^ 
and harp. sco. ang. fra. et., hib. 
Rfex. 1667. After this reign, all thp 
pieces of the mark weredifcontinued. 

Bothwelk of two forts \ the former ha^ 
c. R. !!• under a crown, car. ii. d. g. 

SCOT. ANG. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Rcr 

verfci the thiftle, nemo. me. imPvne. 
LACEssET. the latter of 16771 have the 
fword and fceptre in faltjer, under a crown. 
Reverfe, the thiftle well ftampedj^ and 
legend on both fides as the former. 
• , The firft Halfpennies, called in Scotland 
Babee'^y have the King's head laureate 
Rooking to the right, car. ii. d. g. sco. 

ANG. FR. ET. HIB. R. RcVCrfc, the tbifr 

tie with leaves, crowned, and legend, nEt 
MO, &c. 1677. 

King Charles is faid to have coined no 
filver Money * for trelafidy but, in his 
twelfth year, he granted a patent * to Sir 
^homas Armftrongj knight, for making 
Farthing Tokens of copper : they were 
like his father's, and the fame bignefs, but 
thicker J having two fceptres in faltier 
through the crown ^ carolvs. ii. d. g, 

» Irifli Hift. lib . p. 1 7 1 , b HiftoricJkl Reglfter, 1 7 24, 

D. 123. ' 
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M. B. Rcverfe, the harp crowned, fra. Char. IL 
ET.HiB. REX. Weight, OH c pennyweight; 
five grains. The latter Halfpence were 
coined in his thirty-fecond year, by patent* 
to the aforefaid Sir Thomas Armftrong^ and 
Colonel George Legg, for twenty-one years, 
to be coined in fuch places, and in fuch 
quantities, as they ihould think conveni- 
ent, without any proyifion for the good- 
nefs and finenefs of the copper, or any 
comptroller to infpeft the coinage; nor 
the power of iffuing limited, to fuch as 
would voluntarily accept the fanie, 3*8 ought 
to have been done; yet thefe were the beft 
that had ever been made for that kingdom, 
the pound weight of copper being coined 
into two Shillings and Eightpence. They 
have the King's buft laureat, looking to 
the left, CAROLvs. n. dei, gratia. 
Reverfe, the harp crowned, and the date 
on the fides of the crown, 1680, or 1683, 

MAG. BR. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Thofe 

of 1680 weigh one hundred and nineteen 
grains, the others of 1683 about one hun« 
dred and nine. 

» Report of the Comnuttee of Privy Council, the 24th 
vfj^ly, 1724. 

B b 4 In 
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Char. II. In the BiUJi Indies y at Bombay ^ two forts 
o{ Roupees Vitvt coined in this reign. 

Likcwife Fanamsy coined at Maderasy 
hwing on one fide a King in his robes 
without any infer iption, and on the other 
two c's interlinked, as uf on his Englijh 
Money, 



JAMES II. A.D. 1684. 

James II. A HE Money of King James was Gui- 
\^-vm_f j^g^g^ Half Guineas, Forty Shillings, and 
Five Pound Pieces of gold ; and of filver. 
Crowns, Half Crowns, Shillings, Six- 
pences and Groats, of the fame ftandard, 
weight and value, as the mill-money of 
King Charles the fecond ; viz. the gold of 
twenty-two carrats fine, and two carrats 
allay, called Crown Gold^ the pound Troy 
being coined into forty-four Pounds ten 
Shillings by tale ; and the filver, of the old 
ftandardorfterling, three Pounds two Shil- 
lings by tale, as the fame has continued 
ever fince. So that the pound of gold, 
which, in Edward the third's time, was 
worth thirteen Pounds, fourteen Pounds, or 

fifteeji 
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jfiftecn Pounds in filver, isrifen, by degrees, James ii. 
to forty-four Pounds ten Shillings, and the 
gold not quite fo fine neither : but with re- 
gard to. each other, filver and gold have 
kept pretty near the fame proportion. 

The current filver Monies are of thcyears 
1685, 86, 87, and 88, in England i and 
of 1689, 90, and 91 in Ireland. 

The Crowns and Half Crowns have the 
King's buft laureat, looking to the right, 
lAcoBvs II. DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe, the 
arms of the four kingdoms in feparatc 
ihiclds, and the ftar of the garter in the 
centre; mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex. 
1685. Upon the rim, decvs. et. 
tvtamen. anno, regni. primo. 

The Shilling and Sixpence has the fame 
ftamp with graining upon the rim. 

The Groat, Threepence, Twopence, and 
Penny, have the King's head laureat, 
with the neck bare, like the gold Money, 
and the titles as the larger pieces. Re- 
verfe, under a crown, as many figures, or 
initial letters of his name, as they con- 
tain pence. But thefe, like King Charles %y 
have no graining upon the zd^gZy nor have 
gny of thefe fpecies in the following reigns. 

The 
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The Guineas, Half Guineas, Forty Shil« 
ling, and Five Pound Pieces, have the 
King's head laureat, the neck bare, and 
the fame titles and reverfe as the filver 
Money, except that the centre is void, and 
the four fceptres are added in the quar* 
ters, having graining upon the rim as the 
Shilling: but the Five Pound Piece has the 
infcription like the Crown. Of thefe fome 
have the elephant with acaflle upon his back, 
under the head, being of the African gold» 

His Farthings and Halfpence arc of tin, 
with a bit of copper through the middle, 
like King Charles s tin Farthings, his buft 
laureat, iacobvs. secvndvs. Reverfe, 
BRITANNIA, and upon the reverfe, nvm- 
MoRVM. FAMVLVs, i685. There was 
none of copper in England^ or tin in Ire^ 
tand. 

The plantation Halfpenny, with grain- 
ing upon the rim, has the King's ftatueon 
horfeback, in a military ppfture, Caejar^ 
like, IACOBVS, ii,d. g.mag. bri.fran, 
ET. HiB. REX, Reverfe, the four fhields 
in crofs, under as many crowns, the upper 
parts of the ihields faftened to eacli other 
by a chain, val, 24, part, real* 

liJSPAN, 

His 
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His Forty Shilling Ficcoof Scotkn J, has James it 
40. under the buft laureat, turned to the 

left, lACOBVS. II. DEI. GRATIA. Rc^ 

verfe, the arms crowned, mag.brit. era. 

ET. HIB. rex. 1687. 

The Ten Shilling Piece has 10. under 
the head, and reverfe, St. Andrew's crofs, 
with the thiftle, rofe, feur de lis, and 
harp at the points, and the four fhields of 
the four kingdoms crowned, in the quar^p- 

terS5 MAG. BR. ERA. ET. HIB. REX. 1687. 

being grained upon the edge, which but 
few Scotch pieces are. 

In 1 684, King James granted a patent * 
to John Nox, Alderman of Dublin, for 
the term of twenty-one years, for making 
Halfpence of copper, and the Money coined 
by this patent, was declared to be the cur- 
rent Coin of the kingdom of Ireland i and 
700 tons of copper was computed to be 
coined within the twenty-oneyears, without 
any complaint. They were of the likeftand- 
ard as thofe of King Charles the Second, 
having on one fide the King's buft laureat, 
looking to the right 5 iacobvs. iu Dtei. 
p R A T J A . ReVerfe, the harp crowned, mag, 

» Report of the Committee of the Privy Council, the 
^|th of July 172^, in Hiftorical Regifter, p. 129. 

BR« 
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James IL BR. FRA. ET. HIB. REx, The date OH cach 

fide the crown, '1686, or i688. The lat- 
ter have graining upon the rim. 

The i2ih of MarcA 1688-9, King James 
landed at Kin/ak, and the 24th entered the 
city of Dublin. Next morning he called 
a council, and publiflied five proclamations, 
one of which was, to raife fuch Coins as 
were current in Ireland. Neverthelefs, in 
three months he was reduced to fo great a 
fcarcity of Money, that, to fubfift his ar- 
my, he melted down old brafs guns *, and 
kitchen utenfils, which being coined into 
Money, was made current by proclamation, 
the eighteenth of June ^ 1689, 2iS Jierling 
filver, under fevere penalties, though the 
metal wasvalued at no more than Threepence 
or a Groat the pound. In June 1689 there 
was coined Sixpences, in July Shillings -^ 
and the twenty-eighth of Auguji the King 
gave the royal affent to an adt for repeal- 
ing the ftatute of the fixth of Henry the 
Fourth, againft multiplying of gold and 
filver. From this time we have his Half 
Crowns of brafs or copper, with milling 
or graining upon the rim. Upon one fide 
his buft laureat, iacobvs. ii. del gra-» 

» Irifti Hiftorical Library, p. 171, 

tia» 
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TIA. Revcrfe, mag. BR. FRA.ET. HIB. James n, 

REX. 1689, twofCeptres in falticr through 
the crown, between I. R. Above the crown 
XXX. for the value, and under it the 
name of the month when coined, there 
being of every month following, to jipril 
1690, inclufive. They generally weigh 
from ten pennyweights eight gfains, to 
eight pennyweights feven teen grains. But 
after April to X)£lob€r 1690, a lighter fort 
was coined, of the fame ftamp, from feven 
pennyweights feven grains, to five penny- 
weights feven grains. The Shillings and 2S.P.VL 
Sixpences, (which bore the fame ftamp) ^^* 
were reduced in proportion. There were 
likewife fome Shillings of filver that bore 
the fame impreffion. Of this copper and , 
brafs Money*, from June 1689, to July 
1 690, when King James left Ireland^ one 
million, one hundred thoufand Pounds, 
was coined, according to Mr. Story ^ in his 
Hiftory of the Wars of Ireland-, but Bi- 
fliop King fays, only nine hundred and fix- 
ty-five thoufand three hundred and feventy-^, 
five Pounds. 

But there being no circulation to bring 
this Money back into the treafury, they 

» Thorclby, p. 383. 

were 
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James II. were called in by proclamatipx), and tW 
jargeil fort of thefe Half Crowns were re- 
ilamped with the figure of the King on 
horfebacjs:, in armour, holding a drawi^ 
fword in his hand, ^ac. ii. dej. gra^ 
MAG. 3Ri. FRA. ET, Hip. REX. Reverfe, 
the four fhields of arijis, crowned, and ^ 
crown in thg centre. In the quarter?, a n o - 
poM. 16-90. Legend, christo, vic- 
yoRE. tr?vmpho. Upon moft of thefe 
the double ftamp appears, and being thus 
new ftamped, were ordered to pafs for 
Crowns. 

There were fpme few of thefe ftamped 
in filvcr, weighing eleven pennyweights 
fift^n grains, with graining upon the 
rim. 

But before King Jamef left. Ireland^ 
pvep the hrafs and copper " failed, an4 
pewter difhes were coined into Moncy^ 
Snd a proclamation was prepared for th^ 
currency of it : but King William paffing 
the Boyne^ pijt a ftop to it. A bag of o^a? 
hundred and fifty Crown Pieces of thi? 
metal was found in the treafury of J}uhUn% 
of the ftme fafhion, infcription and big- 
ocfs, as the brafs Crowns, but with thij 

• Thorefby,p. 383. 

legend 
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legend added on the rim« melioris. James IL 

TESSERA. FATI. ANNO. REGNI.SEXTO. 

The fame year thpre were Pennies coin- 
ed of pewter, with a bit of brafs or copper 
through the middle, and graining upoa 
the edge, having the King's head laureate 
the neck bare, and behind the head the 
value, P- Jacobus II. Dei Gratia. Reverfe, 
Mag. Br. Fr. et. Hib. Rex. 1 690. A cro'wned 
harp, and the half of it, or Halfpenny, 
without the value. 

After King James left Ireland^ there was 
another fort of Money coined at Limerick, 
grained upon the edge ; which, from the 
figure of Hibernia upon the reverfe, were 
commonly called Hibernians ; fome of brafs, 
and others of copper, fomething broader 
than his brafs Shillings, They have on one 
fide his buft laureat, iacobvs. ii. del 
GRATIA. Reverfe, Irelandy reprefented by a 
woman fitting, and refting herfelf upon a 
harp, holding up a crofs in her right hand ; 
HiBERNiE. 1 69 1. Some of thefe appear 
plainly to have been the former Shillings 
rcftampcd, 

KiNQ 



384 An Historical Account 

King ^/LXJ-^M and Queen ilf^J^r, 

A. D. 1688-9. 

w;& M. 1 H E current Monies of King William and 
Queen Mary, are of the years 1689, 90, 
91, 92, and 93. Of filver, from a Crown 
to a Penny; of gold. Pieces of Five 
Pounds, Forty Shillings, Guineas and Half 
Guineas. Both gold and filver have their 
heads in profile, looking both to the left, 
in profpedtive, (as we fee upon a medal 
of King James and his Queen) the King's 
before the Queen's, his head laureat, the 
bufts extending to the rim; gylielmvs. 

ET. MARIA. DEI GRATIA. ReVCrfe, 
MAG. BR. FR. ET. HI. REX. ET. REGI- 

NA. But there is fome difference in the 
bearing of the arms. The Half Crown 
of the firfl: year has the arms in one large 
fhield, crowned, viz. firft, England; fecond, 
Scotland I third, Ireland -, fourth, France, 
with Najfau in the centre. This placing 
of France in the lafl: quarter, was certainly 
owing to the manner of placing the four 
fhields upon the former milled Money, 
where France is in the bottom fhield, 
which is the laft quarter: for, as a 

proof 
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proof that oft fuch alteratioa was in-^^. ^Wfi 
tended in either cafe, the very fame year> 
upon another Half Crown, the arms are 
properly marfhalled, viz. France and £»^-* 
land quarterly, in the firft and fourth quar^ 
ters, Scotland in the fecond^ and Ireland in 
the third ; and in an efcuteheon in the 
centre, the arms of Najfau, being billety 
a lion rampant. Upon the rim, ©ecvs 

ET TVTAMEN, ANNO REGNI, PRIMO. 

The Crowns and. Half Crowns of their 
third, fourth, and fixth year5> have a dif*- 
ferent dye, the head and face being larger, 
and upon the reverfe the arms of the four 
kingdoms, in feparate fliiclds, crowned, 
like thofe of King Charles and King 
yames. In each quarter the initial let- 
ters of their names, W. and M. inter* 
linked, and in the centre, the arms oiNaJJ'au 
in a circular fhield, with four figures 
round it, making the date *of the year, 
1691. 

The Shillings and Sixpences arc of the 
fame ftamp ; but the fmaller Pieces, from 
a Groat to a Penny, have only their heads^ 
the necks bare, d, o. for Dei Gratia, and 
upon the reverfe, the figures, 4, 3, 2, and 
Cc 1, 
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W. & M. I, under zdmfn, denoting *hcir tdpbQdrc 
' values. 

2S.P.VI. The Guinea and Half Guinei have both 
their heads as. Before, the necks bare^ as 
upon their findll lilVer Money, gvliel- 

MV8. ET. MARIA. DEI.. GRATIA. Rc- 

ycrfe, the arms in a finglc fliicld, crowned, 
France and England being quartered in the 
firft and fourth quarters, Scotland in the 
fecond, and Ireland in the third, Na/fau in 
the centre, mag. br. fr. et. hib. rex. 
«T. REGiNA. 1693. The Forty Shilling 
Piece, and Five Pound Piece, have dn\y 
ibme little difference in the fafliion of the 
/hield» and the latter the infcription upon 
the rim, as the Crown Piece. 

The fifft Farthings were of copper, 
with both their bulls like the fiiver Mo-i- 
»ey, GvxiEXMv's.ET. MARIA. Rcverfe, 
^ritannm^ Britannia. Exergue, 1 689. 

The next year tin Halfpence and Far* 
things were coined, with a bit of copper 
through the middle, having both their 
heads, with the legend and rcverfe like the 
former, except the date, and upon the rim, 
NVMMORVM. famvlvs. 1690. The Far- 
thing has the date both in the exergue and 
^ upon the rim. But thefe being frequently 

counter* 



<prf"cof^er were coined .|n i^.94>, U^e. thc^^--'-^ 
firft,:.but.a better . ftarn;Pj f a^d cx:|^i^i|tp^ 
the JCiBg in fhort curicji haiF^ mpre C^r- 
Ipcejrfxergu?, .1.694/ ..iVnpthor, foj-tj, p^ 
the fame ^eaij^ h^s^much fmallec c^raSter^ 
than, the othe;-, 

V Thou^^h the fta^e qf the Coin had Ijeen 
very bad from the beginning of this reign, 
we find; no laws, relating theretoj_only a 
repeal " pf the ilatute of the fifth of Henry 
the FourtH> againft the multiplying of gold 
and filver^ by reafon, of the improyement 
in the art of refining metals and ores^ 
upon condition the^old and filver> fo ex- 
traded, was brought to the mint to be 
coined* And, to ei^ppurage perfons having 
mines to work the i&me, it was declared^ 
they ftiould nbt be hefeafter adjudged 
royal, though gold or filver might be 
extraded out of the fame : and for the 
encouragement pf coinage, the ftatuteS * oiT 
the eighteenth ^nd twenty -^fifth of Charles 
the Second were continued* 

But the grand evil * in Coin, the per- 
nicious praftice of clipping, was eithcf 

• Stat. 1 W. ^ M. t. JO'.— 5 & 6 W4 & M. c. 6. 
k Stat. 4 & s W. &,M. c. 14. fea/3. « "Hift* Reign of 

Iking William, Loiid, 8vo. 1703, vol. 3, (. 49, 120. 

Cq^ not 
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w. k M. not heeded, or wilfolly negledted, whereby 
it grew to fuch a height, that five Pounds 
was fcarce worth forty Shillings; befidesa 
great deal of bafe, counterfeit Money, 
clipped, the better to difguife it. The na- 
tion fufTered unfpeakably by this evil, both 
in carrying on the war, as well as trade. 
The fupplies raifed to maintain the army 
were rendered inefFeftual, by the unequal 
exchange, and exorbitant premiums, a 
Louis d'Or being, at that time, worth 
twenty- four Shillings, and a Guinea thirty 
Shillings : the Dutch buying our manufac- 
tures with Guineas, by which profit, they 
were able to fell them abroad cheaper than 
our merchants : and not only the Dutcb^ 
but all Europe fent their gold hither to buy 
our goods, and our fijver, at this exorbi- 
tant price J fo that the nation was impo- 
veriflied,. and in danger of being undone, 
by plenty of gold. 

Melting down and exporting, had very 
much contributed to lefl!en the filver fpecie, 
but clipping was undoubtedly the principal 
caufe, which, during the unfettled ftate of 
the nation for fifty years, had been carried 
on with impunity, by thofe who drove a 
trade in exchanging broad Money for 

clipped 
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cfipped Money. To prevent thi$, an ad * w. & M. 
was pafled, wjiereby, after the firft of May- 
1695, ^P^^ ^^^ to t^ke or pay unclippe^ 
Money for more than the value, or to have 
filing^ or clippings in their cuftody^ xinder 
very fevere penalties:: None but goldfmiths 
were to /ell bulliony and the fame was j^ot 
to be exported but by certificate^ being 
iirft .ftamped at Goldfmitbs Hall: and in 
cafe of feizing of bullion intended to be 
exported, the Onus Probandivf?^ to lie on 
the claimer. But this had no effedt to 
prevent clipping, or the currency of the 
clipped Money : for notwithftanding thelb 
laws, and many examples of juftice, the 
evil was fo general, that ^o fufficient remedy 
could be found ^ but recoining. ^ Various * 
were the opinions upon this occafion, 
whether to debafe the metal, leflcn the 
weight, or raife the value of the • fcyeral 
fpecies of filver Coin, (as Mf- Loivnds pro^ 
pofed) equal to the price of filver (whic|i 
was then commonly ibid for fix Shillings 
and Threepence the ounce) in order to 
keep our Money at home. But at the 
fame time it was matter of fad, that five 

* St. 6 and 7 W. 3, c. 17. * St. 7 W. 3, c. !• 

• Life of King William, vd. 3, p. izot 122. 

Cc3 ShU- 



j^. ie JA, SfailKtigg 'JH' IVotJfcqfec of good mWki, 
'Mt)ney, vTOiilH B»y an'-duihct of'filver; ib 
^h»t iht'diflfexehce '6f <tlie prkfe tiid ndt 
Wife 'i^oth ^i gratbr-Vftlti6of'the bwHion, 
Tjttf tWJidfer-Value' of^ the Coin, In like 
triahiicri %itb' regarii to foreign countries, 
Tp^^lie <3bih,>'lmt (hc.'vv^ight and fincneft 
of the ^lioi! there&i'Was P4ga»d«d*a$ ^ 
feidTiire 'bf*' bther cbtiiwodities, ' 'Aad"' • \<fe 
=l5!ad">i^ JW^y 6f kefe^thgW Mttney at home, 
T)Ut'^t^"-but-ti^dii^ pthdr natiofts; ia^d ;in 
%af'-ekie''%e'-46Uld n6t waflfMofiey, 
^hbiigh''^4ilad'^o Goih of puf:0wn, UpdH 
'tlie^' coh^it'atiShs,* the •parliament ' re» 
']fblved^'^i. recoi-nl'tfce dipped Money, 
Vcpi-diib'g itO'th^eftabliiHed ftandard of the 
'mirit^bdth as tb y^ei^hft4pd ^ijneneft,' and 
♦fhat tlie Itifs bf'fu^h" dipped Mt?n«3^ 
^ifljbuld^fc bbrnp by'^6^^tiblic,- ^ • 
* As^oihe imetho4 ^ts'beobfbrved^in, this 
tfeCfcifiiigev ItW^s itsfiiaaied * 'jF/?y?, That the 
^Hiipped ■ Money in ttie' ^xehfcquer fliould 
^e' ^did,- weighed and delivered to the mini 
*^<3 lie' (iiiiiiyd,. a<;c6rding to indenture / tbq 
=^j^ar^ bt boinage not -tovijotcecd Fourieeft* 
:|>ehce' in fhe' PoVifld:,- That the r^errers 
qI jh^ .fei^gnue, flipuld, take . tJif flipped 
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Money in paymeat, jtill the fourth of Afiy.Mf-#.M* 
1696^ though. of a coarfer allay ifyxn St^fir 
dard, *thc lame not cvidentJy app^ring^t^ 
-he copper, or bafe metaU or'waihfJiilv^ith 
filver only ; which they wore tQipjy into 
the exchequer by tl^:tvs?enty-3ft^ii/tttlpk of 
J^uHf, from whence it.was to be ient tx> thf 
^ower to be recoincd>^and upon every bupi. 
drcd pounds weight 7'roy, forty poinds Mras 
to be coined into .Shillings, andteopoUQ^$ 
weight into Sixpences. In the mean \itxf^^ 
hammered Money having both rings^ i)r 
the greateft part of) the letters ap* 
pearing thereon, was to be current, being 
punched through^ and i£. dipped after- 
wards, not to be received or paid by. talct 
under forfeitui^ ; and Sixpences not 
clipped within the inner ring, to be cur* 
rent, being Jierling iilver : and the duty * 
upon houfcsand paper, were appropriated to 
make good the deficiency on the recoinage* 
This provifiqn by law to receive the 
clipped Money, was the greateft encQuragc^ 
ment to promote clipping, and gave the 
clippers all the advantages they could dp- 
fire, making the crime more general ; for 
now they were fure of a market for their 

• Stat. 7 and 8 W. 3, c. i8. 

C c 4 clipped 
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^. & M. flipped Money j fo that what had been 
hoarded, apd hitherto efcapcd the flxcara, 
now underwent the fame fate: and it is 
not improbable, that more was clipped 
and rcclipped upon this general licence, 
than had been before, it being too com-r 
inonly thought no crime to cheat the pub- 
He : and whentbe^new Money 'firft came 
out, the difftrencc* between, that and the 
old hatritoered Mpney, allowed to be cur t- 
rent, fent a great deal into the melting pot. 
Of abrcwfd 'to- puix:hafe gold, which was 
fuch a profitable commodity,' 
, . The want of Coin ftill fubfifting ^ it was 
thought-ncceffary to: give encouragement 
to bring in ipilled Money, broad unglipped 
Money, or wrought plate^ and to prohibit 
the melting or exporting any Coin or biiU 
lion, or the ufe of platp in public houfes ; 
which laft had a good effedt, and brought 
g great deal of bullion to the mint, 

In the mean time a paper^prop Aipr^ 
ported the ftate, whilft its filver pillars 
were remold, which laid the foundation 
pf our paper credit : but there was gold 
po much, peceffity giving a currency to 

« 

# JPifc 9f King William 3, vol. 3, p. 125. * lb. 

(juineas, 
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Guineas, till filvcr was fupplied ; and as w. u M. 
foon as this was done in fome meafure. 
Guineas were lowered to twenty-^five Shil- 
lings, after the twenty-fifth of March 
1696, and Half Guineas, Double Guineas, 
and Five Pound Pieces in proportion, un- 
der a penalty, but not com|i;elling any one 
to receive them at that price. » An ad* was 
likcwife paffed for taking off the obliga-i 
tjon for coining Guineas> from the fecond 
ci March 1695, till the firft of JoHudry 
following, during which time no Guineas 
were to be coined at the mint, and they 
wefe alfo forbid to be imported. The 
tenth of April 1 696, - they were brought 
down to twenty-two Shillings, and being 
now reduced fo near the ftandard, and the 
nation better ftocked with the- hew filver 
Money, Guineas were again coined, and it 
was made lawful to import the fame. 

To bring in what filver remained, for a 
further fupply of the mint, all hammered 
filver Money**, clipped or undipped, 
brought thither between the fourteenth of 
JSfovember th€f<)y .^and the firft of July fol- 
lowing, was to be taken at five Shillings 

» St. 7 and'8 W.' 3, c. 13.— 8 W. 3, c. i, fed. i. 

^ §t» 8 W. 3, c, ?.— a ^nd 9 W. 3, c. 7—9 W. 3> «• »• 

and 
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w. * M. andFouf (teate the! o.unce>; and. by rco^fn 
^nd colkdters of the taxes and .reveaues^ ts^ 
five ShiHingft jamd Eightpoocc the ounce, 
and carried to the next mint to be recoinedL 
Andafterkhij 6fft of Dejcemier ^696, np 
hammered filvcr Mon^ (cKccpt »s /tf(|r^.T 
iaid)*was t)0. be currents Qthe^mffi thqujbgr 
weight, at fivie SfeiUings and Twopen^st 
the 6afice ; and foTiWroi^ght plat^ brought 
to the naiiitj between the fifth of rjmuaiy 
^-696^ and the fovrtth bf ^avemk^r 1697^ 
ji¥a»:toallQwfiMe.SfeiJKn^ wd FoiirpeSicc 
tbeiounce^^r/w^^ and thie .QQlk(ftors of the 
land-tax w^ere im|M)w«rQd to receive that 
tax in lik^/«[iaiwer,,.at. the rate, of .five 
Shillings and Fonrpence the ounce, b^ore 
the firft o£ jMfie vbgj* 

vAfter the tenth of January 16^7, all 
haimincred filver Money was declared iMr 
lawful, and no Coin of the realm, -bwt 
inight be brought to any of his Majefty's 
iroinfts in the Tower , or at the cities of 
JSr^(?/, Exeter, CJbeJier, NotmcA^AiidTori^ 
Ibefoie the firil of Afiair^jfe ^697, to be coined. 
And ^o preveat the currency of clipped or 
^counterfeit Money, any per&n * had li- 
cence tp cut or deface fuch; or being othcr- 

•Strgand'ioW. jyC. 2r. 

wife 
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wife tJimiiiifhed, than by reafoiKiblc wear; W. & M. 
or that by theftartip, impreflion, colour, or 
height, hefli<yaid fufpeift tobe*couriterfeit. 
• And as tfec'^reateft fccurityagainft coun- 
tfel*^iting the milled Money, was the diffi^ 
Cuity of being' provided with coining- 
frcfles, and tools for that purpofe,4t was 
made high-treafon * to make or mend any 
fuch, or any dyes, moulds, or tools fot 
the fame, or even to. have any fuch in cuA 
tody, '6r to mark the edges of counterfeit 
Coin, or to make Pieces refembling tKe 
current Coin' to be ftampcd, or to mak^ 
iany malleable compofition of miixed metal 
heavier than filver* 

From 1 69 1 , to the fourteenth oiAuguJi^ 
1697, there was brought to the London 
arid country mints ^ eight millions, four 
hundred thoufand pounds of clipped, lights 
and hammered Money ; and, in all pro- 
bability, there might be a great fum ftand- 
ing out : and the milled filver coined in 
JfCing Charies the Second's, and King "James % 
reign, about two millions, two hundred 
fthoufand Pounds I fo that all the filver 

? St. 8 W. 3, c. 25, 

^ State of the Nation^ in Refped to her Commerce, 
pppts, 9xi4 Mpnejr, gyp, Lopd. 1726, p. 17, 18. 

Money 
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w. ir M. Money might be about eleven millions* 
The gold Money then in the nation was 
computed at eighteen millions, five hun- 
dred and twenty- three thoufand, four 
hundred and fifty-fix Pounds, of which 
might be coined by King Charles and King 
Jimes^ about fix millions, five hundred 
thoufand. But another writer * computes 
the undipped hammered Money remaining 
in 1696, at calling in, two millions; and 
that from the firft: coining of Guineas, 
there had been confiderably above feven 
millions coined, according to the regifters 
of the mint, which will add near three 
millions more to the account. 

Thus, after two years, this great work 
was compleated, and the old hammered 
Money entirely aboliftied, to the honour, 
indeed, of the nation, but with great dif- 
ficulty, and prodigious charge to the 
public, befides infinite lofs fuftained in 
trade, by the exorbitant price of Guineas, 
which bought our commodities; all which 
might have been avoided, if the pernicious 
confequences of it had been confidered in 
time. Upon a like occafion, during the 

» A Review of tUc Univcrfal Remedy for Coin, dvo. 
Loud. 9696^ p. 6. 

. . ufur- 
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ufurpation, in 1647, the method then tekan w. & M. 
by the parliament was, Firjiy To prohibit 
all diminifhed or clipped Money being 
current or payable, and direfting that the 
fame fhould be efleemed as bullion, and 
no otherwife ; and then, to allow fo much 
per ounce for the fame as bullion, being 
brought in within a time limited : and if 
their ufufped authority had continued, no 
doubt, but it would have had the delired 
efFed. If the fame means had been applied 
at this time, it would foon have brought 
down the extravagant price of gold, pre- 
ferved a great part of the filver from being 
clipped, and brought the clipped Money 
to the mint to be recoined at a fmall 
charge. The lofs would chiefly have fallen 
upon thofe who had made a trade of clip- 
ping, and deferved to fufFer and refund 
fome part of their unjuft gain ; for as to 
fmall fums in the hands of private perfons, 
the lofs would have been nothing, in 
comparifon of the benefit from the re- 
coinage. By this means many millions 
might have been faved. 

After this, in the year 1700, there was 
fuch vaft quantities oi French gold in the 

nation. 
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W. ft M^ nation % that the whole tra^ was in: 4 
panncr carried oq with that Coin, though 
they wanted Si^tpencc of th^r true value* 
The- quantity of it occafioncd. a report, 
that Count T:allard, the French Ambaffador^ 
}iad brought it over, %nd diilributed it. to 
fome members of the Houfe of Commons ; 
whereupon the Council made an order, the 
fifth of February f and a proclamation fol- 
lowed, that theXw/V^' Or, and SpaniJhPif^ 
tales J ihouldnptgo for above fevcntcen Shil- 
lings/ this brought them to the mint ^, 
Sind one million, four hundred tho.ufand 
Pounds was coined out of them* 

The Money of King William has hi? 
buft laureat, gvlielmvs* hi. del grAj* 
Rcverfe, the four fhields oiEngland^ Scot^ 
landj France and Ireland^ in their circular 
order, and Najfau in the centre, mag^ 

BR. FRA. ET, HIB* REX* 1696- but, by 

miftake, fome of the Londm mint havp 
the date 1690* 

Some of the filver Money of 1 699, ha^ 
the addition of a rofe in the quarters upoa 
the reverfe, being from the mines in the 
weft of Fngland^ which are coined for 

■ Kenneths Hill, of Eng. vol. 3, p. 467. * SirlfaaG 

^wton'i Letter to the Treafiirry, 2ifl Septeiober, 1717. 

a 



prietor in five Groats (as is .owfcmionljr ^^^"*^ 
reported) Sao v^oader th^y -wpre. ciifcon- 

Others of the Aoie ,y^u .wd qf 1 1701, 
have ;the Firince'i feathers in the (^jirto^s, 
being of Sir Carifry^Pricf, and* 3ir Humr 
pbrey Mackwortb'ts mines ih Wales. " f . 

The Money coined at Br^ial^ Chefi^^ 
Norwich y Tork^ndi Exeter ^zv^ diftinguiihpd 
by the letters b. c. n» y. or^. andiE* und$r 
the King's head* 

The fmall Pieces, from a Groat. to a 
Penny, have the King's head and epi- 
graphe, like the larger Pieces, ' but upon 
the revcrfe have the figures i. 2. 3. 4. 
under a crown, denoting their values, but 
without any graining upon the rim> noijc 
of thefe fmall Pieces having any, either 
before or fince. There is a Groat of 1702, 
though the King died before that year, 
according to the Englijh account. 

The Guinea, Half Guinea, Forty Shil- iS.P.VI, 
ling and Five Pound Pieces, are fttidlly^^^* 
like the filver Money, except that the neck 
is bare, and the fceptres are added im the 

N 

* Thorefby, N^S96. 

quarters 
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W. «p M, quarters upon the revcrfe. In 1701 Wat 
a new dye. 

The copper Halfpence have hb buft in 
Ihort hair, laureate gvlielmvs tertivs. 
Reverfe, Britannia, briTAnnia. Ex- 
ergue, the date, 1695; but one in 1699, 
has the date in the legend. That year an 
ad: • was paffed to ftop the, coining of 
Halfpence and Farthings for one year, 
though it feems to have had no cffc&, 
there being not only the before mentioned 
Halfpence of that year, but of every year 
from 1695, to 1 70 1, inclujive* 

The Scotch Coins of King William and 
Queen Mary, have both their heads, as 
upon the EngHJh Money, but turned the 
contrary way, viz. to the right; gvli- 
elmvs. ET. MARIA. DEI. GRATIA. 

^ The Forty Shilling Piece has 40 under 
the heads; reverfe, mag- br. fr. et. 

HIB. REX- ET. REGINA. 169I- The 

arms in a fliield crowned, viz. Scotland in 
the firft and fourth quarters, France and 
England quarterly in the fecond, and 
Ireland in the third, Najfau in the centre. 
Upon the rim, protegit. et. ornat. 
anno, regni. secvndo. for they did not 

* Sut. 9 and 10 W. 3, c. jj. 

com« 



cbifamcnce tlieif reign m/&cptlaMdy ti\\w).uiA^ 
April 1^89^ and thU is the fii'ft Scatsb"^ 
Money with an infcription wpon the rim. 

The Sixty Shilling Piece has 6a undeif^ 
the head ; the Twenty Shilling Piece 20 1 
the Ten Shilling Piece 10 j the Five Slhil^ 
ling 5 ; and this lafl^ inflead of the arms^ 
has their cypher crowned ; and from the 
Twenty Shilling Piece, downwards, have 
graining upon the rim% / 

The Babee has their heads, circum-^ 
fcribed, gvl. et. mar. d. g. mag. br^ 

FR^ ETfc HIB* REX. ET. REGINA. Re- 

Verfe, the crowned thiftle, nemo. me. im*i 

I^VNE. LACESSET. 169a* 

Th^ Bothwell, inftead ©f their heads, 
has their cypher crowned i in^her refpedks 
like the Babee» 

. The Forty Shilling Piece of King ^/7- 
iiam, has 40 under the buft laureat, gv-* 
LiELivjvs. DEI.' GRATIA.. Reverfe as the 
former, mag. brit» fra* et., hib* rex» 
169^. Upon the rim, protegit. et* 

pRNAT* ANNO4 REGNI* SEPTlMOi 

The Twenty and Ten Shilling Pieces, 
have 20 and 10 Under the head* 

The Five Shilling Piece 5 tinder the 
head, ovl* d. g. mag. br. fr* & hib* 

Dd KEX« 



40*^ An Historical Account 

W. & M. REX. Reverie, the branched thiftle with 
three heads, nemo. me. impvne. laces*^ 
SET. i696# This, and' the two former 
being grained upon the rim. 

The Babee is the fame on both fides, but 
the thiftle is fingle-headed, as it is alfo 
upon the Bothwells} but they have his name 
at length* 

Another Botbwell has the fceptre and 
fword in faltier, under a crown, gvl, d. g. 

MAG. BR* FR. EX. HIB. REX. Reverfc, 

the fingle-headed thiftle with leaves, 
crowned, nemo. me. impvne. laces- 
SET. 1696. 

The Guinea and Half Guiriek of Scof^ 
Icnd^ as fome call them (and are in Mr. 
Anderjons * Tables) have the King's head 
looking to the right, and under the head 
a rifing fun, gvlielmvs^ dei. gratia. 
Reverfe, the arms crowned, between W. R. 
crowned, mag. brit. fra. et. hib. 
REX. 1701. 

There is likewife a Darien Piftole of 
King William^ having his buft on one fide^ 
GVL I EL. D. G. and reverfe, the arms 
crowned between W. R. 

* Diploma tc Numifma Scods^ fal. EdinburgJb^ 1739. 

In 



In irelandj a proclamation ■ was iflued w. & M. 
the.teathof j^;ir^ 1690, to reduce the ex- 
travagant value of copper Money, to the 
value of the like copper Mpffey formerly 
current in Xreidnd. King WiUiam and 
Queen Mary coined only Halfpence ' and 
Farthings (of cOipper, btafs, and pewter) 
.after the example, of two of their, irnme- 
.diate prfedeceflbrs, and ^fter the Queen's 
death, the King did the like. 

Thefe have both their heads> 2U5 tjpon 
th^ir EngHJh Guinea; GvtiELMVs* et* 

-MARIA. DEI. GRATIA. Rcverfe, MAQ» 
JftR, FR. ET* HIB. REX, ET. REGINA. 

the harp crowned, with the date on ^a^ji 
fide, 1692. It is 9 neat copper Piece, 
gained uppn the rim, weighing four pen- 
nyweights, fifteen: grains, which is near $1 
Jthird part lighter than the Englijh Half- 
penny. 

Thofe of King WiiUam have his head 

•l^^Ufeat, OVLIELMVS. III. DEI. GRA> 

Reyerfe, mag. br. fra. et. hib. rex* 
the crowned harp, and date, 1696. 

• Kennet's Hift. Eng. vol. 3, p. 203. 

•' - - • ' • ^^ •-•• 'Dd 2 ' \ Queen 
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Qv^BEH jiNNE, A. D. I7OI-2. 

CLAnne. JL HE Money of Queen jinne, from a^ 

' Penny to a Cfown, has her Majefty's buft 

looking to the right, bareheaded, her hair 

bound with a fillet, and tied up behind ; 

anna! DEI. GRATIA. Rtveirfe, MAG. 

BRI.FR.BT.HIB. REG. 1702. The GfOat, 

Threepence, Twopence, and Penny, have 
as many numerals as 4hey contain Pence 
tinder a crown upon the revcrfe; the 
larger Pieces have the four ihi«lds of E/^- 
/anJ, Scot/afiJyFrarice, ztidlreJainii, croflwife 

'in thfe.circ»lar order, with the ftar of the 
garter in the centre. The Shilling and 
Sixpence grained upon the rim, the Crown 

-Arid Half Grown with the ufual infcription, 

DECVS. EtT TVTAMEN. ANNO. REGNf. 
TERTIO. 

- The^Grown, Half GrOWn^ Shilling, and 
Sixpence ^f 1703, coined out of the filver 
taken in 4^0 galleons at Figo, for the honour 
of the nati^hy as well as to perpetuate the 
memory of that adion,. has the name 
VIGO, under the Queen's head. 

The Money coined; of the WelcA filver, 
has the Prince of Wales'^ device in the 

quarters 
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quarters of the revcrfe. Others have the 0^ Anne, 
rofe and Prince's device alternately in the 
quarters, commonly called* fakers Money ^ 
ibme of that denomination being fuppofed 
to be proprietors of the Mines. 

.Upon the union of the two kingdoms 
of England and Scotland, the arms being 
altered, the fame was obferved upon all 
the Money coined afterwards, the arms of 
England and Scotland being impaled in the 
firft and bottom fhields, France in the 
finifter, and Ireland in the dexter, accor- 
ding to t^is left handed rotation, which, 
however irregular and abfurd, has prevailed 
ever fince the firft milled Money. 

The Guineas, Half Guineas, Double 
Guineas, and Five Pound Pieces, are all 
alike, bearing the fame ftamp as the filver 
Money, with the addition of the fceptres 
upon the reverfe. There is a Five Pound 
Piece of the Vigo gold, with the word 
VIGO, under the head. 

There was likewife fome few copper 
Halfpence and Farthings coined. The 
Halfpenny has her Majefly's buft like the 
filver Money, only upon thefe her hair is 
gathered up behind, without a fillet, ann A» 

• Thoi:cfty, N^ 639. 

Pd^3 p.p. 
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(^ Anne; D. G. MAG. BR. FR. £T. HIB. REG. Rc-^ 

'^""^'''^^ vcrfe, the figure of Britannia^ with the 
crown over her head. 

The Farthing has her buft like the Half- 
penny, only her hair is tied With a fillet 
of pearl, the ends hanging down behind i 
ANNA. DEI. GRATIA.^ Reverfe, Britan-^ 
nia^ BRITANNIA. 171 3. Another of I7I4* 
has the date in the exergue. 

Her Scotch Ten Shilling Piece has lo 
under her Majefty's head looking to the 
right, like her Englijh Money, anna. 
DEI. GRATIA. Reverfe, the royal arms 
under the crown, mag. brit. fra, et. 
HIB. REG. 1705. 
aS.p.vi. The Five Shilling Piece has 5 under 
^^*^* the head, anna. d. g. mag. br. fR. & 
HiB. R. Reverfe, the thiftle with three 
heads, under the crown, nemo. me. jm- 
PVNE. lacesset, *i705,-or 1706. Both 
thefe have graining upon the rim. 

By the articles of union * with Scotland 
in 1707, the Coin was to he of the fame 
ftandard and value, throughout the united 
kingdom, as was then in B^g'/^?;/^, and the 
lofs thereby to private perfohs, was to t)e 
made good out of the equivalent Money 

» St. 5 Annas, ch.8. AJUdc ^'5, i"$. 

granted 
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granted to Scotland, and a mint was to be 0^ Adi^. 
continued there, under the fame rules a*'^^^ 
the mint in England. To fupport the 
charge * of which mint in Scotland, one 
thoufand two hundred Pounds was appro- 
priated by the parliament, to be paid yearly 
out of the coinage duty. Accordingly, 
upon the union. Crowns, Half Crowns, 
Shillings, and Sixpences were coined at2S.P.vi. 
Edinburgh, of the fame fkmp as thofe ^'' 
coined in the London mint, but having an 
E. for Edinburgh under the head. 

The gold and filver coined in this 



reign*, is thus 


computed : 






lb. 


lb. 




-26742 


"ZlMl 




- 3642 


- 114 


1703 


- 34 — 


- 718 


1704 




-4007 


iJ'^S 


- 104— 


- 429 


1706 •— 


- 537— 


- 932 


1707 


- 607— 


- 1174 


1708 


- 1010 — 


- 3751 


1709 — 


- 2468 — 


-25423 


1710 — 


- 3716 — 


- ^7. 


1711— 


- 9324 


-24768 


1712 — 


- 2855— 


- 1^784 


1713 — 


-13137-- 


- 2333 


1714 — 


-29526 — 1 


r- 1566 


lb. 


93702 — 


105293 lb. 


• St. 7 Annae, c. 24, fcft. 3. 




» Phillips's Sute of the Nation, 8vo. 


Lond, 1726, p.Jj. 




Dd4 


Queen 
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<^ Amie. Queen Anne coined • no fort of Money 
for Ireland^ nor was any Money coined 
tHere; but we have copper Money of the 
tfie of Many coined by the Earl of Derby 
Lord of Many as Sovereign of that ifland. 
They are about the fize of Halfpence and 
Farthings, but current there for Pence and 
Halfpence, having on one fide the arms 
pf the ifland, being three legs conjoined 
^t the thigh, and flexed in triangle, 
with this motto, qvocvnqve. gesseris, 
STABiT. the true meaning of which, as a 
writer* informs us, is. That carry it where 
you will> it will not go or pafs ; but that 
the natives foolifhly apply it to the pofturq 
pf the fe?t. However fpolifh this applim 
cation may feem to be, it is certainly thQ 
true one, if the legend has any relation to 
the legs, which are the arms of many and 
allufivc to the fituation of the ifland, being 
cquidi{]:anl; frgm the three j^ingdoms, which 
^re indeed tHe leg§ that fupport it; and for 
that reafon they wereaiTumed, inftead of the 
ancient arms which was a fhip. Reycrfe^ 
|s the eagfle and child, the creft of the 
Jaoufe 9f Stanley y witlj thg n^qtto, sans, 

• Irifb Ifift. lib. p. 175. 

► WflJdroij's Worb, fol, tond» 1731, p. 183. 
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CAANo^R. idluding to their unfhakeh Q;, Anne* 
loyalty. Exergue 1709. Formerly the' 
Manks Money was leather *, which every 
man of fubftarice was ehtitledto make, not 
exceeding a certain quantity limited by 
law, having no imprefSon but the maker's 
name, and the date of the year; but the 
Money lately current there, was Pence 
and Halfpence ^of a bafe mixed metal^ 
bearing the fame ftamp as the copper ones 
before-mentioned. 

In this reign fome regulations were firil 
made with regard to the currency of 
Money in the plantations in America^ to 
prevent the inconvenience from the dif- 
ferent rates of foreign Money of the fame 
ipecies in different places^ and thereby 
draining the Money from one plantation to 
another. For this end the foreign Coins 
Slaving been a0ayed at the mint, and their 
true value afcertained, a proclamation ^ was 
iflued the eighteenth of June 1704, dx- 
refting, that no Sevil^ Pillar^ or Mexico 
Piece of Eight, though the full weight of 
Seventeen pennyweights and an half, fhould 
be received, or paid, for mor^ than fix Shil- 
lings the Piece current Money, and leflcx 

f Jbf ^ Stf 6 AnnaBi ch. 30^ 

Pieces 



4iot An Historical Account 

Q^Ame. Pieces in proportion; and *11 Pieces erf' 
Eight of Peru, Dollars, and other foreign 
ipccies of filvcr- Coins, accprding to their 
weight and finenefs, in the lame pro- 
portion.. But the fame indircft praftices 
being ftill carried on, the proclamation 
was afterwards enforced by ai> adl. of par- 
liament, inflifting ten Pounds penalty, and 
£x months imprifonment upon offenders, 
after the firft day of May 1709 : but not 
compelling any perfon to take them, or 
reftraining her Majefty from altering the 
rates by proclamation, as fhe fhould fee 
proper. 



GEORGE I. A. p. 1714^ 

GjorgcL A HE Coins of his Majefty King George 
the Firft, are of the fame fpecies and value 
as thofe of Queen jinne, with this ftile, 
Georgius Dei Gratia, Magnee Britanniee, 
Francia et Hibernia Rex, Fidei Defenfor ; 
Brunfwic. et Luneburgem Dux, . Sacri 
Romani Imperii Arcbi Tbefdurarius, et 
Princeps, EleBor i but PR. for Princeps, 
was only inferted upon the gold Money of 
his firft year, being aftetwards omitted, 

though 
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tbougla it has continued ever iince upon George e 
the great feal. 

. Th6 filver Money, from the Crown to 
the Sixpence, are alike, having his Ma- 
jefty's buft laureat, looking to the left, 
the Britijh titles on the head-fide, and the 
EJe^oral on the reverfe, viz.. georgivs. 

D. G. M. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX. FD. hlS 

Majefty being the firft of our Kings that 
uied the ftile of Fidel Def en/or upon his 
Money 5 w^hich is fomething remarkable, 
confidering that it had conftantly been 
ufcd in the ftile of our Kings, from the 
time, that Henry the Eighth had that title 
conferred on him by the Pope. Reverfe, 

BRVN. ET. LV. DVX. S. R. I. A, TH. ET. 

EL. 1715. The four fhields crowned, 
and the ftar of the garter radiant in the 
centre. The arms being marfhalled in the 
fame circular order as upon the Money of 
the four preceding reigns, only upon theie 
Ireland is placed in the bottom ihield, and 
in the dexter (where Ireland was) are the 
arms of his Majefty's German dominions, 
viz. triangular, two in chief, and one in 
bafej jfirft, Brunjwicky two lions paflant, 
guardant; fecond, Lunenburghy feme of 
Jiwrts, a lion rampant; third. Saxony ^ a 

hbrfe 
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Geor^Lhorie current; in an efcatcheon in the 

^ ' centre Charlemagne's crown, as Arch- 

Treafurer of the empire. Upon the viva 

of the Crowns and Half Crowns, dec vs. 

ET. TVT AMEN, and the year of the reign. 

»S,P.VI. Some of thefe Pieces have the Prince's 

^^'' device and tofe alternately in the quar-r 

ters. 

Shillings of 1723, and 1724., have wee. 
under the head, for Welch Copper Com- 
pany, being made of the filver extradcd 
from their mines : and upon the revcrfc 
have, the Prince's device, and two c's 
interlinked, alternately in the quarters^ 

Likewife Shillings with ss. and c. in 
the oppofite quarters, being of the Soutb-^ 
Sea Company's filver. 

The fmaller Pieces, from a Groat to a 
Penny, have his Majefty's head like the 
former, and georgivs. del gra. Re- 
verfe, mag. bri. fr. et. hib. 1720, and 
in the area a numeral of the value, under 
a crown. 

The gold Money, viz. .Guineas, Half 
Guineas, Forty Shilling, and Five Pound 
Pieces, arc like the filver Money, with the 
ufual difference, that is, the neck bare, 

and 
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and the fceptros added m the quartette O^otgeL 
the Guinea of the firft year having likc- 
ivifethei. addition of PR. in the titles, the 
letters -of the legend being. alfo fmaller 
than thofe that wwe. coined afterwards. 
^ ' The Gxiinea or.1722 is fuppoled to have 
his Majefty's fa/ce, thp moA refembling 
him of any ; and that of the year 1724 is 
remarkable for a very broad margin, be- 
tween the legend and the edge of the 
Coin. 

Hitbertp Guin4as had been current for 
twenty-one Shillings and Sixpcpce, and 
other gold Coiii in proportion, which was 
a higher rate than gold w^a valued at 
abroad. 'This brought great quantities of 
foreign gold hithqr, and raiding the price 
of filver in bullion, above filver in Coin, 
caufed our filxex. Money to be melted down 
and tranfported $ - and this was the reafon 
that fo niuch gdld was brought to the 
mint in this and the three following years, 
and fo little filver. To remedy this incon- 
venience, the gold Money, was now reduced 
by proclamation, the twenty-fecond of 
December 1717, viz. the Guinea to 
twenty-one Shillings, and no more; and 
Half Guineas, Double Guineas, and Five 

Pound 
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George Iv Pouftd Pieces in proporticm. The oth» 
Pieces of the ancient gold Coin of the 
kingdom^ which had been received and 
paid for twenty-three ^hilliagg m^d &x- 
pence, for twenty-three Shillings, and nd 
more; and the Pieces of twfenty-five Shil- 
lings and Sixpence, for twenty-five Shil- 
Sngs, and no more, the fmaller Pieced in 
proportion. 

In 171 8 was coined a oew fpecies of 
Money, called garter Guineas, being the 
fourth part of a Guinea in value, and bear- 
ihg the fame ftamp, but thefe being found 
too diminutive for ufe, no fuch Pieces 
have been coiAed fince. 

The gold and filver Coin to tlia -year 
lyz^, inclu/lve*, was, as follows : ^ 





//5. 


//5. -•: ■ 


1715 — 


- 39090- 


— ^ 1643^ 


1716—— 


- 23765- 


— 1650 ; 


1717 


- 151.86- 


— 948, 


1718. — 


- 3010- 


— 2295 


17I9-— 


' 14745- 


— ^75^ 


1720 


■ 18959- 


— 7%^" ' - 


1721 — — 


v sh^' 


— 3313 ■ 


1722— 


•.I2728r- 


■—19% 


1723 — 


. 8306- 


— 4809.9. 


1724 — 


• 58^0- 


— 1652 


lb: 


147481- 


— yo,iy I'.IL 


• PhiUips'j Stete of the Nation, 8vo. Lond. 1726, p. 55. 






The 
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The copper • Halfpence smd Farthings Oowget 
are Ycry clumfy Picccsy though.not ib heavy 
as King WiUiatri% by ten grains^ nor as 
King Cbaries% by above twenty, the pound 
of copper valued in bai^ for coining at 
eighteen Pence, making twenty-three 
Fence in tale of copper Money. They 
have his Majefty's buft with (hort hair 
laureat, oborgivs. R£x« Reverie^ the 
figure of Mritannia^ Britannia. £r-> 
crgue, 1 7 1 7. Thofe of the firtft coinage are 
not fo broad as thofe that followed^ 

In Ireland there was a great want * of 
ifflall Money for change, in all the common 
and lower ^ parts of traffic, none having 
been coined in the former reign : and 
this want appeared by the common ufe of 
Raps^ a counterfeit Coin, of fuch bafe 
metal, that what pafTed for a Halfpenny, 
was not worth half a Farthing; and con- 
fiderable manufadurers were obliged to 
give Tallies, or Tokens in cards, to their 
workmen, for want of fmall Money. Upon 
this confideration, his Majefty granted i 
patent to William fVood, Eiq. for the term 
of fourteen years, for the coining of Far- 
things and Halfpence in England^ for the 

* Report of th« CoQunittce of Privy Council, 24tk 
July 1724. 

ufe 
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p«>rgci.ufe of Ireland^ under the infpeftion .of 4 
comptroller. The quantity for the whola 
term was limited to three hundred ind 
fixty tons^ in value one hundred thoufand 
eight hundred Pounds, whereof one hun- 
dred tons was to be iiTued within one y^ar^ 
and twenty tons each yoarafterwaids j the 
iame to be made of fine Britijh copper (a». 
gciod as the £//^^ .copper. Coin) whicb^ 
when heated red hot, would fpfead thii* 
under the hammer, a pound to be coined 
into two Shillings and Sixpence, (whicb 
was Sevenpcnce more thaii the Bng^ 
KJh) and without any compulfion or curr 
rency enforced, to be received by fiich 
only as would voluntarily and willingly 
accept the fame. Accordingly, about 
fcventcen thoufand Pounds val«te of thefe 
Halfpence land Farthings were made and: 
uttered in Ireldndy in the yeare X722. and 
1723, having on one fide the King's head 
like the Guinea, but more refembling his 
Majefl:y, and a much handfomer Coin than 
the Englijh Halfpenny, GEORGivSi del 
GRATIA. REX. Rcvcrfe, Ireland^ repre- 
fented under the figure of a woman in 
profile, fitting with a palm-branch in her 
right hand, and refting her left upon a 

harp> 



harp, HIBERNIA, 1722, or ITa^.- fiutCeorgel. 

the Farthing of 1722, haiJjJie* figure cif 

Hibernian fitting, fronting, ^iieriKcad bbing 

turned to the rights and holdm^iber hacp 

on that fide with both hands. .'Thcfe 

were undoubtedly* the beftcojj^f Mandy 

ever made for Ireland^ confiiJerart)ly exceed-^ 

ing thofe of King Charles the Second, King 

yames the Second, and King 'WW//dr)w:and 

Queen Jliiw^, in weight, goodnefs, finenefsi^ 

and value of the copper, as was proved bjf 

an aflay; taken by order of douhdiL* Boif 

Botwithftanding all this, fuch a fpiiit ofi 

oppofition and univerfal clamour Was railed; 

againil them, that the Irijb parliament, ih> 

1724, addreffed • the King- to ^put a ftej^ 

td the courfe of them, as bein^ prejudicial^ 

ta. the revenue, to commerce,- to private 

property, and of dangerouB:>don&qn€^<:^P 

a&id charging the patentee? with greati 

fraud, in making and importing great quan^ 

titles, much lighter than was required by.' 

the patent, and making: an^exceflive gain j' 

and^reprefented, that fuch a ppwer, vefted'' 

in the hands of anybody or private perfon, 

was of dangeroiis confequencc ; entreating: 

his Majefl:y, whenever he thought it necef- 

• Hiftorical Rcglftcr, 1724,' pr 133, 134. 

E e fary 
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George I. fai^ to coin any Farthings or Htlfpencei 
the fame raijght be made is near the ia-» 
trihfib valiic.As. pofliWt, and whatever 
profits diouM arife thereby, might be ap-< 
plied to the. .j)ublic ferviee; This was 
referred to a Gortimlttee of the Privy Coui^ 
cil, and p&per^ atod witneffei were fait for 
to If eland to fttpiport thfe' allegatioils ; bof 
ifter waitHig fovir ihonths^ ooi oile of ei-- 
ther wei^e dffet'ed iq be predutced^ i but^ oh 
thfe contrary*, it appeared, <hat the pattet 
tQ Mr. Wotni ^as . legally, lasd praperly. 
l^afTed i that the Mohe^ in vr digh%^ good« 
ile^/ and finenefs, exceeded tbe conditions 
of the pateht ; Ihat the patentee histde no 
unreafbnable profit ; and that if was his M a-« 
jfcfty's Undoubted prerogativb to grant fuch 
a. power ^ as has been donev fay his jsre^* 
decefibrs ^thout any cothplaint, thoagh 
none.of them kad been equally beiteficiai 
to that . kingtzbizi. Wheretipon bis Ma* 
jefty, witb great .jufticc dnd moderatiod^ 
was pleafed to dired: in donncil *",, the cigh^ 
tfcenth of Auguji 1 724, that the ffeid Halfi. 
pende and "Farthings aheady coined by 
Mr. Wwdy amDonting to about fe^ehtmn 

» Report of the Committee^ 24th July, 1744. 

thouiand 
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<houfaftd Pounds, and as much more as George I. 
made up the fame forty thoufand Pounds, 
fhould be permitted to be current, purfuant 
to the terms of the patent: but after- 
wards, for the fatisfadtion of the parliament 
of Ireland^ Mr. TFood furrendered his pa-% 
tent. 

About the fame time that copper Money 
was provided for Ireland^ there was a new 
fpecies of Money coined for the ufe of 
our cftlonies in America. They were made 
of a mixed metal refembling brafs ; one 
Piece near as broad a§ a Half Crown, ano- 
ther about the fize of an Englijh Halfpenny, 
and a third about the fize of a Farthing, 
ail bearing the fame ftamp, viz. 6n one 
fide his Majefty's head, like the Guinea, 

GEORGIVS. D. G. MAG. BRI. FRA. ET. 

HiB. r6x. Reverfe, a large double rofe, 
atid over it, rosa. Americana. 1722. 
In a icrowl under it, vtile. dvlci. 
Others of 1723, have the rofe crowned. 

As I have in every reign taken notice of 
the Coins of bur Kings ftruck in parts be- 
yond the feas, it will be proper to take 
fome notice of tliofe of his Majefty's German 
dominions, efpecially as they bear the fame 
E c 2 figure 
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George I. figure, titles, and arms as thq Eng/i/h ; 
but, to our difcredit, they have a better im- 
preflion, more rcfembling his Majefty, and 
a much bandfomer Coin than the Englijhy 
Brunfwick having been long famous both 
for good workmen and good Money. 

The Rix Dollar is a. noble Coin, broader 
than the Englijh Crown, but lighter, ex- 
hibiting his Majefty's buft laureat, looking 
to the left, like his Englijh Money, geor- 

GIVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET. HIB. 

REX. F. D. Reverfe, the royal atchieve- 
ment, or. arms, within the garter, with 
crown, fupporters, arjd motto^ piEv. et 
MON. DROIT. Circumfcribcd with his 
Eledoral titles, brvn. et. lvn. dvx. s. 
R. I. A. thes. et. el. 1716. But has 
neither infcription nor graining^ upon the 
rim. 

Others have graining upon the rim, and 
upon the reverfe the four fhields crowned, 
like the Englijh^ with the value in the 
centre; and moft of the Half Dollars or 
leffer Pieces, are of this fort. . 

I have likewife feen a Coin of his Royal 
Highnefs the Duke of Torky Bifliop of 
Ofnaburghy larger than a Half Crown, Er- 
nest. AVGVST. D. G. dvx/ EBOR. & 

ALB. 
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ALB. EPISC. OSNABR. with hlS full at- George L 

chieveraent, viz. within the garter the 
royal arms, with a label of three points, 
each charged with three hunian hearts, and 
in the centre, inftead of Charlemagne s 
crown, the arms of the biftiopric of 0/1 
naburgh^ being a wheel of fix fpokes, all 
under a coronet, compofed of croffes and 
Jkurs de lis. The creft of the lion and 
royal fupporters gorged with the like label, 
and crowned with his proper coronet. 

motto, PRO. LEGE. ET. GREGE. Rc- 

verfe, dvx. brvnswicensis. et. lvne- 
BVRGENsis. In the area, XXIIII. ma- 

RIEN. GROSCH. IJ21. 



GEORGE II. A. D. 1727. 

1 HE Money of this King is of theceor. 11. 
fame goodnefs and value as that of his 
Majefty King George the Firft. Ihe 
filver Coins, from a Grown to a Sixpence, 
are alike, having the buft laureat, turned 
to the right, georgivs. ii. del gra- 
tia. Reverfe, the arms as his father's, 
and all the titles abbreviated, m. b. f. 
E e 3 ET. 
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©cor, ILET. H. RKX, F.^ p. .». BJ* !*• !>• «• i^. I. 

^'^^™" A* T, ET* K. I7*7» Some have a rofc 
in each quarter^ others the Prince's device, 
9n4 others the rofe and £;atbers alter* 
uately 5 the Crown and Half Crown the 
ufual infcription upon the rim, and Shil- 
lings and Sixpences the graining. 

The finaller Pieces, from a Groat to « 
Penny, have the King's head like the 
larger Pieces, hut no graining. Reverie, 
the figure of their re^edive values under a 
crown, and the date Qv^ it, mag, Bgi, 

FB. ET, niB, REX, 

The gold Money has his Majefty's head 

laureat, the neck bare, which has always 

been the difference between the, Guinea 

and Shilling ftamp, except on Queen 

^^nne's Money, The titles are the fame as 

upon the fiiver Coin, but, inftead of mjA 

placing the arms in four ihields, as had 

been done upon all the milled Money fincc 

the reftoration (except fome few of Ki«g 

t%,Y.v\, William and Queen Mary's) the arms in 

^ 5* thefe are properly difpofed in one ihieid 

crowned, . There were two dyes for 

Guineas in the firft year; one very fmall, 

with large letters j the other broader, with 

very fro4} letters } and foin« ef the year 

1729, 
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1729, have Eic. under the head, for Hafi-^ Gcor. i% 
India Company /il being coined of their gold. 
Befides Guineas and Half Ouirteas, which 
had been the only current fpebies of gold 
Money, coined fince the eftabliiSiment of 
the mill, a great deal of the old hammered 
Money of King J antes ^ and King Charles 
the Firft, and King Charles the Second, had 
been hitherto current, by the name of 
Broad Pieces^ with their halves and quar- 
ters ; fome of which were dimini(hed by 
wearing, others by clipping and filing; and 
though they were full weight, yet the re- 
ceivers of the cuftoms and excife, and the 
bank refufed to take them, which was a 
great obftruftion to trade, and the due 
circulation of Money. Whereupon a pe- 
tition of feveral merchants, and others, was 
prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and 
upon their addrefs, his Majefty was plea- 
fed to iflue a proclamation, the firft of 
February J 732, fordidding the currency 
of any of the faid Pieces of twenty-three 
Shillings, or twenty-five Shillings, com- 
monly called Broad Pieces^ or any half or 
quarter thereof, and diredting the receivers 
and colledlors of the revenue, to receive 
the fame by weight, for the fpace of one 
E e 4 year. 
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Geor, H. year, at the rate of fourjPpunds one Shil- 
ling per ounce ; and to allpw for all Broad 
Pieces brought to the mint within the faid 
time, and to coin the fame into other cur- 
rent Coin of the kingdom. .The charge 
and wafte in melting, attending the fame, 
wa« to be made good out of the Monies 
arifing by the coinage-duty. So that his 
Majefty is the firft that, abfolutely forbid 
the ufe of hammered Money, the ftatute of 
the ninth of King William extending only 
to hammered filver Money. 

In 1739 there was a new dye for every 
fpecies of Coin, fomething better than the 
former, and the graining which had hi- 
therto been diagonal ftrokcs was now made 
angular, upon occafion of a gang of Guinea- • 
filers, who had taken more liberty than, 
ufual with the Guineas, and for the dif-^ 
covcry of whom a reward was publicly 
advertifed. This alteration in the graining 
is certainly an' improvement, not being fo- 
eafily imitated as the flraight ftrokes i 
and if it was yet made more difficult to 
counterfeit, it would be a further fecurity 
to the Money. 

His Majefty's copper Halfpence and 
Farthings are like his father's, but a hand- 

fomer 
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fi)meif Coin, GBORGivs. ii. rexI but itQeor. id 
was a notorious WundciT' in the Halfpenny, 
of 1730, to:l£aT&the R out of his Msyefty's- 
name, anld ifaenr |»3^H(h tbeoi* . Thelatter 
dje of 1739,. is much the bcft, *,.,.. 

In 1736, copper HaJj^ence and Far- 
things, of a beautdfal dye, were coined for' 
Ireland^ havi<rtg on- one fide his Majefty's 
head C^r-like, with fliort hair, laureat, 
the neck bare like the Guiilca, georgivs^ 
ti, REX, .ReverfOi the harp, crowned, 
h!ibernia; 1736. ,This is a remarkable 
iftftaiice of h^& Majefty's indulgence to the 
Ifi^ cdnfiderihg what had pailed in re- 
Ifttipn to^ Wood's patent. : . ; 

;Thfe gbld Coins of his Majefty's Elec- 
toral dominioDf ,: exai^tly refembk thofe of 
Great Britain. The filver havb Hkewife 
1^ head laureat, in. Jike manner, with the 
fame titles and arms in a (hidd , crowned ; 
hut fome have the horfe -current, with 
the legend, ;nbc. aspera. I^errent. 
Others a wild man (one of his fiipporters) 
with the arms on the re verfe. . . 

.After this deduftion of the Coins to our. 
own times, the prefent ftate of it naturally 
comes under confideration. Our gold 

Money 



49^ An Hi sTdRioAi^ Aedomrr 

Goor. n. Mone^ is in a good condition^ nor has it' 
^ {\iSered any fixtraordinary diminution^ 4K9t^ 
ceptfpme nf it by filing, which a pi^er 
graining will effedxially prevent* Butgttac 
inconveniencies are fcmnd foy the currency 
of fordgn goid, the heavieft being ibid by 
weight, and melted or filed; the lights 
on)y being current. It is Hkewiijb very 
frequently counterfeited, which is not ib 
aafily difcoVered as in our own Money^ 
Thus we fuffer all the inconvenieneies of 
bad Mon^, though we have go<^ § md^ 
which is v^ unr^afonable, people are 
obliged (by i^aedity) to Ijtke forefign gold 
Money, which, when they have it, neither 
the officers of the revenue^ nor th? bank. 
Will receive, Thi^ was the eaft^ <^ oiir« 
own Sroad Pieces; which were therefore 
called in $ and the reaion is. much Arongof 
with regard to foreign Coin, If it were 
any advantage to the public, (hat ^reign 
gold Should pa& in payment, the advantage 
would ^U be greater, to pa:^ in alt pay* 
ments : but, as that i^ not permitted, we 
niay conclude, it is neither for the honour 
rior ifltereft of the kingdom. We have 
not, indeed, at prefent fo much as we 

have 
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ha«e had, but what we have, is worfc than <^r. n^ 

As to the current filvcr Money, though 
the greateft part of it is not fifty years old, 
it is in fuch a condition, as to be a jail 
caaifebf complaint. We have not, indeed, 
had any ^lippiog as formerly, for that it 
impradicaUe upon the milled Money, 
but time has diminiihed it in a manner 
equivalent to clipping* Our Sixpences are« 
many of them, worn to Groats, and fomt 
Shillings not much better in proportion. 
Th» Half Crowns are not (6 bad, but thent 
they are not fo common ; the latter ones, 
fince King H^iUiaiHy being moA: of them 
melted or tranfported ; and Crowns ieen 
to have anfwered no other end ; they dif- 
appeared as foon as coined ; and, indeed, 
are too burdenfome for common ufe, two 
Half Crowns better anfwering the purpofe. 

It is the Sixpences and Shillings there^ 
fore which are to be regarded,, as mofl ufe* 
ful : when they are reduced to blanks they 
ceafe to be Coins, and may eafily be filed 
or counterfeited, if not fafely, for it is im- 
poflible to prove fuch ever to have been 
coined. This is the cafe with many Sixw 
pences and Shillings of King William's^ 

which 
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Geor. II. which are the bulk of our filver Money ; 
and in a few years will be the cafe of moft 
of them. There is a degree of lightnefs, 
after which no" Coin ought to be current. 
The worth is the intrinfic value, which 
mak^s it the meafure of all other things : 
what it paflcs for above that, is upon the. 
public' credit, and the appreheniion they 
may never be renewed, makes fome already 
refufed, and this will be more general, as 
they grow worfe. The lighted of thefe, 
not being unlawfully diminifhed, might 
be yearly renewed out of the coinage-duty, 
without any confiderable charge to the 
public; but, if continued, both the incon- 
venience, and lofs attending it, will be 
proportionably greater. 
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T A B L E 



o F 



ENGLISH SILVER COINS. 



Reign and Year. 



Wm.l.A'.D. iQ66i) 
Wm. Ruftts 1 087 .J 
ilenry I. 



Ste]|hea ' 
Henry II. 



Bichardl. 
John 

Henry III 

Edward I 



1 100 

1 135 

1154 

11.89 
1199 

1216 



1272 
A.R. 3 



Y8j 

Edward II. 1307 i 
4td^wrdIU.v IW 

A.R. 18 



Stax^d^d and Species. I Weight. 



Pennies — — 

{pennies — — 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
Pennies — 

Sterling 1 1 oz. 2 dwts, fine 

18 dwts. alloy 
Pennies — 

Pennies •— - ., 
Pennies — — 

Halfpennies and Farthing 
Pennies — 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
Pennies *— ' 

Pennies ■ " ■ 

Halfpennies and; Farthings 

Groats of various weights -J 

Pennies — — 

Pennies — — 

Halfpennies and Farthings 
Pennies — 

Halfpennies and Farthings 



dwts. grs, 
o 24 



Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 



o 231 

from 94) 
to 139 1 
o 23 



100 



O 2li 



. 4 



I o 3 



1 o 3 



1 2 6 



A Tabik of EKGLISH SILVER COINS. 



Keign and Year. 



43 

46 
Richard II. A* D. 1377 



HeniylV. A.D. I399 

A.R. 13 

'Henry V. A.D. 1412 

Henry VI. 1422 

Edward IV. 1460-1 

A. R. ^ 

49 H. 6. A.D.I470I 

10E.4 J 

Rich. III. A. D. 1483 
Henry Vll. 1485 

A.R. 19 



A. R. 18 

^5 
34 
34 

36 

B*r.VI.A.&. 1546-7 
A.R. 3 



Standard and Speciei. 



Groats and Half Groats 
Pence and Halfpence 
Tlie iame, bnt faid to be 

fcmethinjl lighted ^ 
The fame as the afjth ]rear 
The fame, with the ad- 7 

dition of Farthings 
The fame — ■ " 

The iame — — 

The fame -— 
The faiae ...^ 

_ The fame — >-• 
4 The fame (peciei •— -. 

TheAuM 




The iame 
The lame 

Shillings —. 



l!eft»VlI!. A. D. 1509 Groa<» and Half Groats, 

ShilliAgs,Peocc.Half. 

pence, and Farthings 
Groats and other ^edes* 

as before — • 
Crown Pieces, fome few 
10 6«. fine, and % oz. alloy 
Groats and Half Groats 
Tefloons or SbiMmgs 
Pence, Had^noe, and Far. 
Six oz. fine and 6 oz. idloy 
The fiune ipecies *— ^ 
Four oz. fine and 8 oz. dloy 
The ftme %edes 
SMllings, Groats, P^ce, 

Hall^ettee, and Pairth. ^ 
Six oz. fine and 6 o^fc. idley 
Shillings ..^.^ 

Threte 6zr fifie & 9 ^. dt^ 
Shilling^ -^.i— 

Eleven oz. i dwt. fine 
19 dwtff. att^y 
Shillings acnd Sixpences 
Threepence^, Ptonses, 

Halfpennies, and Far 



Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 



} 



is,1 



I 10 o 



— ^ 


— .' 


» 3 

J. 

r i8f 
t |6 


I 17 6 

* s • 

18 4 


3 « 


3 IX o 



3^ ^ -# 



A-TAitt or TNCFLISH S1L?E» COmf# 



Reigft 4ndTear* 



Mar^I. ilLD. iJJs 



Siizabeth A. D. 1558 



A.R. 2 



43 

James i. A. D. 1602.3 

Charles I. A.D. 1625 

2 

17 

Com* WeaIt1iADa649 
Oliver A^D, 1656 



Stnctaid aik} ift4&B. 



[ice9 
ces, V 



Crowns md Half t;:iid«f^i(s 
u oz^iiAesai 1 e«* lOfo 

Shilling9^Siicpefi.GftfiH:Sf 
EialfGroats^Thtt^^dntes 
Pence, 2^4 Hdlfpenc^ 
5 oa. fifte ^d 9 OB. illo/ 
Rofep^nidti tftid HdJFpen. 
II ozf fine and i oz. nMof 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Groats, Half Gr. and Pence 
Sterling 11 oz. 2 dwts. fine 

18 dwts. alloy 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Groats and Half Groats, 
Threepences, 
Threehalfpenny Pieces 
Threefarthing Pieces 
Farthings 

Shillings and Sixpences 
Twopences, Pence &HaI^ 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
PortcuUi s Crowns orDolIars 
HalfDoUars, Quarter Dol- 
lars, and Rials or Tellers 
Shillings and Sixpences 
Twopences, Pence. Halfp. 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
The fame -^ .^ 

The fame _ 

Shillings and Sixpences 
Groau and Threepences 
Twopences, Pence & Halfp. 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
Ten Shilling andTwenty ) 

SKUing Pieces J 

fiefides many obfidional 
Pieces,^ of various weights, 
ftruck in the civil war 
Shillings and Sixpences 1 
Twopences Pence,Halfp. L 
Crowns and Half Crowns j 
Shillings and Sixpences, 1 1 
Crowns and Half Crowns J I 



jValne of 
■Welgbt^ltheP^trnd 

jby Tale. 
dwu.grs.j^. i, d. 



13 



3 *t 



17 n 



3 ^i 



3 21 



2 o • 



3 o # 



3 * • 



3 a ^ 



3 10 
3 a 



6 
Q 



A TTabib ©r ENGI-ISH 5ILVER COIN*, 









lvalue of 


Reign and Year. 


Standard add Species. 


Wdght..Jthc Pound 


.1 






by Tale. 






dwts. grs. 


^' ^^ 


Chirles II. A. R. 12 


$billingi|. Sixpences* 






A. D. 1660, 


Groatfi^ Tliree^eaces* < 


• .>. • 


.1 ■" ^ 




Twopcppes, Pence, 


>•— •». 


— ^.A ^^ 


, 


Crowns, and Half Crowns 






14 


The fame fpccies of" 
the milled Money* which 








has been contiatued eirer 


"" "" 


r* ■"* *^ 




fiacc — , .^ 


H • « • 





0:1 — 



:SNf*«-?S*«^6^f^^^«-!fc«-»^f^^fi» 



T A B L E 



o P 



ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 



Reign and Year. 



fidw.lll. A*R. : 17 



Sundard, Species^ and 
Value. 



A.D 



Richard XL 
Henry IV.. 

HcnfyV. 
Henry VL 
Edward IV. 



1344 



18 



: dwts. grs 
O. S:' 23 carats 3 grains 



and half fine, and hal£a 
grain alloy — 
Florins-at 6 Shillings 
Half and Quarter Florins 
O.S; Nobles at 6s. 8d. 
Half and Quarter Nobles 
10 The fame 



^5 

■^377 



H70* 49 Henry VI. 
IP £dw. IV 



; The fame' 
_; The fame 
1399 The fame 
13 

<I4I2 

1422 
^1461 



The fame 
The fame 
The fame 

The fame -«. 

4O. S. Nobles at 8s. 4d. 
Half and Qoarter Nobles 
O. S. Nobles or Rials atioss 
Half and Quarter Rials 
Angels at 6s. 8d. 
Angelets or Half Angels 
Angels and AngeletS I 
Rials, Halves & Quarters'^ 
lAngcls& Angel. aJT)cfore J 
Ff 



Value of 
the Found 
by Tale.^ 




A Table or ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 



Rcign and Year. 



Richard III. 
Henry VII. 



H83 
1485 



; Standjird^ Species^ and 
Value. 



Henry VIII. 1509 



18 



•A;-J^*3!4 



I 
36 



V 



tiwtffiVl. 1546-7 ;i 



The fame — 

O. S. The fame 

Sovereigns xit Double Rials 
at 20S. andH^If Sovereigns 

O.S. Sover." Rials, Half ^ 
& Quarter Rials, Angels J- 
& Angelets, as before j 

O.S. Sovereigns at 228. 6d. 

Rials at lis. 3d. 

Angels at 78. 6d. — 

Half Anrefe 



George Nobles at 6s. 8d. 
The Half called Forty Pen- 

A^ Pieces - — — : — 
N. S. 22 carats fine 8c 2 alloy 
Crowns of the doab.rofe58 
Half Crowns ' 

23 carats iine and 1 alky 
Sovereigns at 20s. — . 
•" Halr"Sovcrcigns 
Angels at 8s. ---^ 
Jialf and Quarter Aiig^Is 
N. S. 22 carats fine & 2 alloy 
Sovereigns at ^oa. »— 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns at js. m^^ 
Half Crowns. , 
20 carats fine & ^pa^ats alloy 
The fame fgecies 
Thcfame^ -r- — 
N.S. Sovereigns at 20S. 
HalfSqvereigns 
Crowns at 5s. *r^ 
Half CroWns 
O. S. Sovereigns at 248, 
Half Sovjereigns at 12s.. 
Angels at 8s. — *• 
Half Angels 

O. S. Sovereigns at 3QS 
Angels at los. «— » 
Half Angels 

N. S. Sovereigns at 208. 
H^f Sovereigns. 



Weight. 



dwts. grs. 
^ 16 



10 o 

2 23 



9i 

8 
9 



9i 



7 


U 


I 


I8i 


lo 


Q 


3 


8 


10 
3 




8 



? 61 



Value of 
the Pound 
by Talcj 



27 o o 



2$ 2 6 

28 16 o 

50 o o 



34 o » 



28 16 a 



36 o o 



$304 



A TABtfi off ENGLISH GOLIX C0IN3i 



Reign and Year. 



Mary I. 1553 



Elizabeth 1558 



JaflMs I« 1602-3 



Standard^ Species, and 
Value. 



Crowns at 5 s. *— 
Half Crowns 
I O. S. Sovereigns at 30s. 
Rials at 15 s. 

Angels at los* — ^i. 
Angelets 

1 O. S. Sover. Angels and 1 
Angelets, as the former 3 

N. S. Sovereigns at 20s. 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
2O.S. The fame as the fipft 
year, with the addition 
of Rials, at 15s. — 
19 O. S. Angels, Half and 7 
Quarter Angels J 

A. R. 26 O. S. Nobles at 15s. •*• 
Double Nobles at 30s. • 
43 O, S. Angels at los. 
Half and Quarter Angels 
N. S. Sovereigns at 20s. 
Half Sovereigns 
Crowns and Half Crowns 
O. S 7 
N*,s! I ^^^ ^^^^ "■"" 

2 N.S.SovereignsorUnites 7 
at 20s. «— — j 

Double Crowns at ids. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 
Thiftle Crowns at 4s. 
Half Crowns at 2s. 6d. 

3 O. S, Rofe Rials at 303. 
Spur Rials at 1 5 s. m^-^m 
Angels at IDS. _— 

9 All gold advanced 2s. in the 
pound by proclamation 
tic O. S, Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials at 1 5s. ^-~ 
Angels at los. . 

N. S. Unites at 228. — 
Double Crowns at lis. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 6d. 
'Thiftle Crowns at 4s. 4.d. i 
Ffz 



Weight. 


Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 


dwts. 

I 


grs. 
i8i 


£■ '-. 'f' 


10 





36 


3 


8 


"" — — 


7 


H 


33 


5 





36 


— 


— 


— . 


5 
10 







36 


3 


7 


36 10 


7 


4 


33 >o 


— 


— 


m^ m^ 


6 


lox 


37 4 


3 

I 


41 


— 


I 


7 


— — — 


8 

4 


2Jj 


40 10 


2 


*3 


— -^ — 


8 
4 


4i 

2 


44 


2 
6 


>7f 


40 IS ^ 



A TABtE or ENGLISH GOLD COINS. 



Reign and Year. 



17 



Charles I. 1625 i 



Commonwealth 1649 



Oliver, Proteftor 1656 
Charles II. A. R. i 



>5 



James II. 1685 i 



Wm. and Mary 1688 
Anne 1702 

George I. 17 14 1 

41 



Standard, Species, and 
Value. 



Half Brit. Crowns at 2s. gd, 
O. S. Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials^at 15s. — - 
Angels at ids. — - 
N. S. Unites commonly ] 
called Laurels at 20s. J 
Doable Crowns at los. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 

g;|;jThefame — 

N.S. The fame — 
O. S. Rofe Rials at 30s. 
Spur Rials at 15 s. — - 
Angels at los. — 
N. S. Unites at 2O8. — 
Double-Crowns at los. 
Britain Crowns at 5s. 
N.S. During the civil war" 

K. Charles ftruck Pieces 

of I OS. 20s. and Three 

Pounds — — 

N. S. Broad Pieces of 20s. " 
Halves and Quarters 
N. S. Pieces of 20s. Sc 50s. 

~.S. Unites or Broad 

Pieces, at 20s. 
Halves and Quarters 
N. S. Pieces called Guin- ) 
eas, of 20s. — - J 
Half Guineas los. 
Double Guineas 
Five-Pound Pieces — 
N.S. Guineas and Half 1 
Gaineas>Double Guineas y 
and Five-Pound Pieces j 
N. S. The fame — 
N.S. The fame — 
N. S. The fame — 
Quarter Guineas — 



2N 



;9. 

I 



Weight. 



Value of 
the Pound 
by Tale. 



Iwts. grs 

8 2 

4 I 

2 i6| 

5 20| 



8 2 

4 I 
2 16 

5 20^ 



5 91 



26 23! 



£. s. d. 
44 10 o 



41 o • 



44 o o 
44 }^ ^ 



41 o o 



44 10 • 



INDEX* 






INDEX 



Page 

ABbots Mints. See Bifhops 
Alferi/iitith Mint 3.02> 305, 

3>3»3H 
Ahernijky Mint 304 

Accounts of the Mint 240^ 260, 

29^' 329» 381* 395 

Jfrican Gold 367 

■ ■ Halfpenny 369 

Alexander i William 366 

Allay 26, 27, 94, 103, 172, 193, 

i94>»95»2io,2ii, 213,215, 

224,233,234 

Amulets 7 

Angel 150, 164, 170, 172, 174, 

184, 188, 190, 191, 194, 198, 

213,221, 222,223, 224,228, 

229, 233, 242, 246,1172, 275, 

277, 279, 286, 298, 306 

Angelet. See Angel 

Angelot J 5 ^> 157 

Angel and Half-Pieces 244 

Angel-Noble 163, 189 

Anne^ Queen 210 

Afuitaine, Money 115, 116, 117, 

118, 119,121,127,146,159, 

160 

Arched Crown 41 , 50, 1 5 1 , 1 5 2, 

i53> 173 

Arros upon Money 1 1 1, 117 

— — quartered no, in 

oiBrun/wick 411 

— England ill, 362, 363, 

373>384*4oS 
F 



Page 

Arms of France no, 137, 362, 

363*373.384.386 

* Great Britain 28 1 , 405 

Guyenne 117 

■ Ireland 209, 266, 28 1, 

3^^* 373' 3^4' 386 

■ IJle of Man 408 

■ Lunenburgb 4 1 1 

Naffau 385, 386, 400 

I Saxony j^l I 

■ Scotland 362, 373^ 

384, 386, 405 

■ Zealand 2^Z 
Arm/irong, Thomas 374 
AfTay Mafter 20, 25, 54 
Affay, or Pix 79, 1O5 
Aymary, Phillip 54 
American^ Money 378, 409, 419 



B 



Abees 374,401,402 

Badges of the four King- 
doms 374 
Baltimore t Lord, Money 350 
BambridgCf Chrijicpber 204 
Barn/la fie Mines 304, 325, 
Barons Mints 49* 53 
Bafe Money 82, 213, 216, 222, 
224, 227, 230, 231, 234, 265, 
266, z6^, 269 



INDEX. 



Page 
Sajf9nne 12I> 159 

Belgick^ Lion upon the Money 25 3 
Bemuick Mint 81, 88, 89 

Bezants 14, 15, 16^ 44 

Billon Money 142, 156, 158 
Bifhops Mints 16,17, 49, 50,53, 

60, 65, 76,88,91, 154, 179 

202, 203, 206 
Black Maile 89 

Black Money 89, 159 

Black Prince 119,120,121,157 
Blancs 145, 147, 158 

Blondcau, Peter 344, 345, 346, 

347 

Bombay Money 336 

Bopworth 105 

Bothwells 336, 374, 401, 402 

Bourdeaux 119, 147, 159 

Bdwesi Martin 191, 194* 209, 

21 1, 220, 221 

Brakenhury^ Robert 1 69 

Brafs Money 6, 10, 155, 290, 

36S, 369, 380, 403 

BrickiU-Hill Mme% 288 

Brioty Nicholas 31 0, 332, 358 

BriJ/el, Henry 96, 108 

Bri/iol M'mt 17,38,76,81, 140, 

166, 259, 349, 394, 399 

Britaine Crown 274, 276, 277^ 

279, 282, 298, 308, 333 

Britip Coins 6, 7 

Broad -faced Groats 270 

Broad- Pieces ^85 

„ — . p. called in and re- 

coincd 423 

BrnnjhAtick Arms 41 1 

- - "" • " • Money 420, 425 

JiLifAar;^, Lord 268 

^^f * . fr^ ham, D u ke 3 04 

Biin^on, 91, 123, 147, 148, 149, 

16c, i73>i75>J^8,295,3co, 

jc^w 3550^7* 3^9>390' 413 

Bidialgn^ 184 

Bangalls 266 

--^^uihclU Thomas joz, 303, ^04 
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CAdiualladar 1 8{ 

CW«/j Mint 131, 135, 136, 

i39> Ho> H7> 149* "54* »6o, 

169, 171, 187 
Canterbury Crofs 202 

■ Mint 16, 38, 56, 65, 
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APPENDIX 

' COINAGE or HIS PRESENT 
MajjestV (Geo. Ill, 



GOLD, 
*lpHE Current coins are Guineas, fig. ^^ 
Jind half Guineas, fig. 4. The Quarters, 
ligv i, feem to have disappeared, although 
a large quantity were at one time in circu- 
lation; but from the inconvenience of 
their fmallfize, and frequently becoming 
light, were after a few years circulation 
difufedi 

There hAve been of the two larger, si 
coinage in moft of the years of his pre- 
sent Majefty's reigfUj and in greater quan« 
tities than in any preceding one; though 
lefsof filver, the gold is common. 

In the year 1776, a coinage of feven 

ihilling pieces in gold was propofed, and a 

|)attem made ; fig. 2, but an objedion was 

Bs fuggefted* 



4 APPENDIX. 

fuggefled,. in the , i:onfultation of ih^ 
council, that the fame inconvenience 
might be experienced in thefe pieces as 
had been in the five arid three-pences. 
This is not frequently to be met with. . 

A pattern wts alfo made for a two gui- 
nea piece which is now fcarce. And ve- 
ry fcarce is a pattern for a five guinea 
piece flruck in the year 177£)*' 

silver/ 

The firfl Silver of this reignisUie (hilling 
^'f 1763* fig- 5> oi which it is faid, only (Hie 
hundred pounds worth was haftily ftriick^ 
as is fuppofed for the Earl of Northura- 
berk»id to diftribute amongfl the popUr 
lace when he went Vice Roy to, Ireland; 
The addition of the laurel round the hea4 
was made to the die of the guinea 1790, 
for the purpi»ie of difpatch in ilrikiag^ 
this (hillings which is now ratl>er ^ar€& 

In 1762, onepeony^ twopenny^ thref 
penny, ^ad four penny pieces were coin^ 
ed ; the head of each piece was iimilar to 
the fpecimen of the three pence defcrib-- 
cd^ fig. 6, and on the reverfeof each 

piece 
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piece the figure of its rcfpeftive .value* 
They arc frequently to be met with. 

The next fliilling is of the year 1 764, and 
we bdicvc only patterns were ftruck ; it 
is much more fcarce than the former* 
The head is nearly the fame. 

The very beautiful fhilling of the year 
1775, is alfo a pattern, and very rare to be ' 
met' with ; as is the (hilling of 1778, which 
is but indifferently executed. 

We are at a lofs to account for the rea- 
fon of nO'Coiiiage of (hillings being iffued, 
after fo many dies had been engraved; the. 
coinage of 1787, of (hillings and (ixpences, 
fig. 7, and 8, which was made for the ufe 
of the Bank of England, is very beautiful^ 
afad though frequently to be met with, is 
not in common currency ; and we can but 
lament, that a nation fo great in its com- 
mercial and mercantile affairs, abounding 
with manufafturers and merchants, (hould 
j^flFer fo bafe an impolition as the prefent 
(ilver currrency appears to be ; for few, 
very few indeed, of the (hillings and fix- 
pcnces now in ufe, appear ever to have 
beeh legally coined; 
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In thisprefent year 1792, there had 
been a coinage of one penny, twopenny, 
and three penny pieces. 
.. There has been no crowns or half* 
crowns fince the year 1751. 

COPJPEft* 

The firft Copper coin of this reign wa$ 
half pence in the year 1770, and frons 
thence to 1775 mdufive, a large quantity: 
were coined^ and are very common^ 

fig- 9- 
Farthings alfo,of the date 1775, fig. !!> 

and the two following years^ are frequent- 
ly to be met with. 

There is an halfpenny of the year I77di 
in which by miftake a letter is left out in 
the name of his Majefty ; ftandjng GEO^ 
RIUS inttead of GEORGIUS ; it is fel- 
dom to be met with. 

There has been a one penny piece 
ftruck, with a Negroes head on one fide, 
and a pine apple on the other, with the 
words I SERVE, and on the reverfe, BAR- 
BADGES PENNY. We do not know 
that this was ftruck by order of govern* 

ment 
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ment for the currency of that ifland ; or 
for fome merchants going there, but wc 
efteem it a neat performance. 

There is at this time, and for a few 
years paft have been, a number of towns 
in the kingdom ftriking half pence. 
They have in general the arms of the 
town, and various devices analagous to 
the places they were ftruck at. Some 
have taken this method on account of the 
large number of bafe half pence now in 
circulation, and with which they are much 
annoyed. Moft of thefe coins are neatly 
executed, and make no fmall addition to 
the colleftor's cabinet; they are much 
heavier than our national currency, and 
we hope it will be the means of govern- 
xnent attending to an improvement in 
that part of the coinage. 

ISLE OF MANN. 

There is a penny and halfpenny of this 
place, of the prefent reign, fince the fo- 
vereignty has been purchafed by govern- 
inent of the Duke of Athol ; it is a neat 
4ye, with the King's buft on the one fide, 

on 
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On the other three legs joined, being the 
«rms of the Ifle o>f Man ; they have each 
neat grainery on the edge. 

There has been Copper half pence for 
Ireland, fig. lo, of feveral years of the pre- 
ient reign, but we believe no furthings. 
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